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Chatterers are always}
smatterers. Men with
worth-whife in formation
know its worth.

Under-Dogs Aren’t

H

Always Underpaid

HE young woman who is transcribing these words has devoted

eleven vears to typewriting

and stenography. The machine

has been under her eves and fingers for an average of eight
hours per day during that period, and yet, with no other labor to
distract her attention. she freely admits that she has never wondered
if she could find a way to simplify its action or extend its utility.
Meanwhile, hundreds of inventors made themselves independent
throug}; patents based upon no greater knowledge of the suhject.l
She just happens to be one of the many who neglect to exercise
the speculative instinct. Indeed. most persons go through life with-

out ever testing their latent powers.

That's why so much of the

world’'s work is passing over to automatic machinery.

All things considered. practically everybody deserves his status
and wage. The market-scales seldom cheat.

You can’t improve vour position until you improve yourself.
While vour performance remains the same, so will your pay. Mere
length of service is not a valid reason for a salary increase if prac-
tice has not improved performance. !

\Why should vou get more this year for running an elevator, or
digging a ditch. or selling goods, if you don’t run the elevator any
better, or dig the ditch more quickly, or turn in more orders than

last year?

On the other hand, the moment vou display enterprise vour
employer must, in self-deferise. increase your compensation com-

mensurate with vour further utility.

will, if he doesn't.

He knows that his competitor

There isn't nearly so much injustice in the business world as the

incompetents would have us believe.

aren't fighting to get on top.

Generally the under-dogs

Puppy Love

ON'T laugh at him.

It is real, and 1t hurts.

Call it “puppy

love™ if vou choose, but down in vour own heart vou know
that he is passing through the saddest, gladdest joy of all.

He's a man now. An instinct as old as the first morning is wak-
ing in his blood. Off in queer corners of the earth where Arabian
Nights have not vet faded before the cold dawn of civilization, the
elders of the tribe would measure him as an adult, and his father
would gravely sue for the maiden of his choice.

New lands, new customs; but old human nature.

Once vou, too, walked under the locusts. That first sweetheart

of yours!

bevond, what hour held o many stars?
—his right to hoard sweet phantoms, too.

Can vou remember—can you forget?

In all the years
And now his turn has come
Time always slits the

fragile purse of dreams and steals so many precious coins we thought

to spend for happiness.
weaves such fairy fantasies.
all too short.

Reality is quick to break the loom that
Spring is a season of the mind, and
Don't laugh at him.

e

The Diins and Giants of the Imagination
By HERBERT KAUFMAN

Goodness knows how long apples kept falling on thick-heads before Newton was hit by his lluminating pippin.
The other fellows weren't sufficiently interested in the episode to snvestigate the cause. They accepteditasa mat-
ter of course. He sithply wondered why it happened. and ket on pondering until he worked out the law of gravita-

tion.

All new theories are based upon o/d facts. The raw materials for raslroads and telephones were on ha_nc‘ when
Nebuchadnezzar was grazing. Hamilcar might have fought with machine guns and motor transports if one or
two of his ancestors hadn't been so pleased with the quality of their spears and arbalests.

Whenever and wherever man has been sufficiently dissatisfed with existing efficiencies, amazing results

have followed.

Intelligence isn't a modern discovery. All the achievements of today were posgible Jong ago. Our greatest

weakness 1s the habit of pausing for a century to gloat over the prowess of a dec
S . - - - .
We have never done our utmost in any period. The ancients learned to temper bronze and build pyramids.

Then they qust thinking for a while.

e.

: Archimedes and Euclid evolved mathematical problems that still strain the sophomoric capacity, after which
their cotemporaries ceased to bother with the subject.

Judging by the scant records which Fave #ome down to us from the dawns, it 1s manifest that the resources of
our present estate were attanable to human reasoning thousands of years ago. Progress is constantly blocked
by the !'mfr'ﬁerence and comﬁacency of the multitude.

IF ONE PER CENT OF THE PEOPLE WOULD EVER THINK FOR THEMSELVES, THEIR COM-
BINED EFFORTS WOULD BANKRUPT PREDICTION.

Nature hasn't added many essential elements to the earth since its crust cooled. There have been a few
traﬂsformatmns. ]:lut. in the marmmn, all the substances we handle now, were avallable n t}\c pfe;stoceue Age.

~

What we have done is not extraordinary. but it is to the eternal discredst of the race that we took so h:mg to
accomplish the bulk of our chores.

At that, a few individuals are responsible for all the departures from precedent.
Humanity en masse is a distinct faslure. The majority 7s and has ever been negligent, lazy and unambitious.
Open the average head, and there isn't an sdea in it that someéody else’s mind didn't ﬁant there.

Millions of us never had an original thought, despite the possession of the same faculties which enable our
fellows to plan flying machines, prevent epidemics, embalm voices, photograph motion, drain seas and weigh

skies.

The djins and giants of imagination are in your brain, too, but you won't let them out of the cells and set them
to work. Discoverers aren’t complex beings— they're precisely like you plus an snguiring habst. They see hittle
things and magnify them into vast undertakings. They notice trifles and develop them into enterprises.

Practically all the betterments of life resulted from quiet hints which Nature dropped before observing eyes.

But egotssts can’t see them. They're too busy contenting themselves to speculate upon their surroundings.
Most of us are overlooking the signals of opportunity—the unrealized possibilities in plain sight everywhere.

Any knowledge we possess is frimary. We haven't found the best way to do a single thing. GET AN IDEA!
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tKaufman’sWeeKkly Messag’e

When half a man’s brain
is in a usurer’s office, the
rest of it isn't worth hiring.

The Clock to the Worker

AID the clock to the worker, “Speed up there, you shirker. Re-

member, I'm watching the job you are botching.
can thwart me, no shrewdness abort me.
My hands point out idlers,
sidlers—cheats, skimpers and triflers and all profit-rifiers. ¢
from tomorrow you'll find you're

my brain never dozes.

think you can borrow a chance

No cunning
never closes,
evaders and

If you

My eve

mistaken, my friend, to your sorrow. You look at my face and you

never do read it; the secret of fortune's

before you. boy, heed.it!

I know that you're slacking. I see you side-tracking your duties

and warn you vou're in for a sacking.

Man can’t hide from me

what his record is lacking. Unless your heart’s in it from first to

last minute the game is against you—there's no way to win it.”

“Solomon Grundy’

IVE vears ago a thieving rowdy in the hills—a tupenny Turpin
—a cattle sneak—illiterate, vulgar, unmoral—unknown to the

world and unknowing of it.

Suddenly a death wind sweeping the rich reaches of Chihuahua.
Next, master of half a republic, with one foot already planted upon
the very doorstep of the presidency: the power of these United
States all but behind him: peer of American commanding officers,

meeting them as equals meet in the discussion of great

affairs; the

support of European governments at his finger-tips: the cup of
supremacy touching his lip—almost a Montezuma. .
Then sardonic fate kicks him sprawling. The mad dreamis

ended.

Again a skulker in the hills—friendless, reviled, execrated. Villa
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himself again.

Burning Up Half a Billion

HE best way to fight a fire is to anticipate it. Besides elimi-
nating human risk, it's a thrifty method. FEurope has had so few

pence in her purse that
safeguards.

of the law. Similar precautions

billion dollars that annually go up in flames over here.

necessity forced her to plan proper
These stringent regulations are enforced to the letter

would materially reduce the half
No other

country feasts the fire fiend so lavishly as we. It’s great to hear the
engines go past, but there's lots cheaper fun.

Speaking of

Preparedness

AR does not establish the right or the wrong. but the might

of the strong.

Where battle once bred chivalry and valor,

it now creates mathematicians. efficiency engineers and bal-

listic experts.

Victory rests with the strongest purse and the

farthest guns. not with the boldest hearts and the noblest cause
To those who fondly believe that the dogs of war only bite by
invitation it is pertinent to recall Weber and Fields’ very ancient

wheeze.

“They say that barking dogs never hite.” )
“You know it and I know it, but does the dog know 1t
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Fifth Time in History Old Glory Has Been Arrayed Against Mexican Flag

NCE again as the 'nited Btates
celebrates Flag day Old Glo-
ry waves on foreign soil
Down in Mexiro the Stars and
Btripes are flying over camps of Ameri-
can troops
For the fifth time in history the
American nation is engaged in a dis-
pute with her obstreperous southern
neighbor. The adventures of - r flag
in Mexico supply material for an ex-
eiting story, in which the action eX-
tends over a periud of eighty vears.
| From the memorable davs of the Ala-
mo. in 1838, the present time the
region of the Rio Grande has been wit-
ness to manyv clashes of arms. No
other nation on the face of the globe
has harassed our frelings as provok-
ingly and as persistently as Mexico
And the end i= not yet
Tracing the beginning of the trouble
takes us back to the early days of

Texas [n 1820 Texas was a Mexiean
was originally

tn

province. The territory
included in the Louisiana purchase,
but had been ceded to Spain in 1819
in the treaty which gave Florida to
the U'nited States

The central government ut Mexico
City was anxious to see the garden
‘soil of this spacious tract cultivated.

It adopted a liberal svstem of coloniza-
tion and offered striking inducements
te settlers. Among the emigrants who
florked te Texas in response to these
inducements was a band of Connectl-
eut Yankees under the leadership of
Moses Austin. who rode inte San An-
tonio in the fall of 1820 and coolly
requested a grant of land for a colony
of Americans, Hi= request was granted.
Slowly the colonvy grew y 1835
15006 Americans had drifted into it
across the border By virtue of their
fndustry they
incidentaily
Mexican officials

accumulated power and
jealousy
jealousy

aof
cen-

aroused the
This

Teu and

=17 dirtator
He suceeded in § he policy of
the Zo'ernment by superseding <ivil
autnority with martial law. One of his
first act= was to =end an army into
Texus 1o averawe the settlers
*
- =
Immediateilv the men of American

Blood, mho had been srzanizing a mi-
Yitia, ress’ ved to rise against his moek
Eovernment and defend their rights
and liherties, which wera “threatened
by sncroachments of military despotrs.”
The attle was an The disproportion
he- - the frrcesx was great
A%t ~rs hod wealth and numbers, hut
the Aner ha rdomitalde <o
at Wt LAY een exveeded Ly
L 4 r & the annals of
the ot
i ) tla) 2 name that has he-
. « witehwaord of ‘avers of libert
1t Gye L34 t stronghold
of an Anionto nundred and eigzhty
stand against Tour
snd fouxht 111l thes

re pure and sin
sAddest and =ak
Ir v

:.ol-"_ﬂn":ld
3

T ur
d -to-hand conflict ociéurred
T ing was bathed in patriot
Blead and in this hiood was written the
Independence of Texas
“Remetnber tl : became the
Blozan of ¢ Under the lead-
erehip of Sam Houston they met the
Mexicans a few dave later on the im-
motial field of San Jacinto Eave
then the woixt thrazhing t any
ever received on 2 battlefield.

i hundred Texans met sixteen hun-

Mexicans Houston's own report

hat the Mexican loss was 620

00 wounded and 700 prisoners

—ggainst a Texan loss of 2 killed and
23 wounded

\ Bui the flag that waved over the

Alamo and was carried to the plains of

San Jacinto was not he Stars and

Btripe= though It was borneby men of

American blood It was the Mexican

flag of red, white and green, with the

Mexican emblem removed and the fig-
ures 18247 substituted to denote alle-
siance to the old Mexican government
of that date

The next

b4
~

time, hlowever, that Amer-
dcans carried a flag into this region it

GEN. WINFIELD SCOTT, WHO FLEW THE STARS AND STRIFES OVER THE

MEXICAN
wae the red, white and blue of the
United States government. And the
next time was in 15848, when the so-
called Mexican war began

When Texis wias admitted into the
U'nion the land between the Nueces
river and the 1Ro riande was claimed
by the U'nited Srates But Mexico did
not want to give up her title, and of-
fered a direct affront to the govern-
ment by refusing to r & the envoy,
who was =ent fo » affairs of

Texas This is the imr
nrecipitated the war

iate fact which
d the first real

entrance of this natlon's Aag on Mexi-
<an soil

I'he uliterfor motlve hehind the war,
the desire for the territory that lay

hetween the western hou ndary and the
Pacific coast, was undonbtedly har-
liored by the Unlted States  This coun-

iry, 1t 1} he rememberad, was grow-
ng apace at the time. It needed addi-
tional territory, and the splendid region
s0 close a1 almost 2 third the size
of Europe. stirred the national Imagi-
nation

» *

x ¥
But Mexiceo herself actually shed the
first blood of the war A small de-

tachment of American dragoons, scout-
ing for the main army which was en-
camped under Gen Zachary Taylior on
the Rlo Grande opposite the Mexican
town of Matamoros, was attacked by
the Mexican (Gen Terrejon. and either
killed or captured

When the news reached the President
he sent a message to Congress, saying
that “Mexico has passed beyond the
boundary of the U'nited Btates, and has
invaded our territory and shed Ameri-
can blood on American s0il.” Congresgs
declared that a state of war existed.

Then began one of the most remark-
able ware of history. Our flag was
flown in the Mexican hreeze for two
vears, and during the entire time our
troops on every plitched hattle in
which they engaged. Gen. Winfleld
Scott marched for 200 miles and more
into the enemy’'s country and wrested
stronghold after stronghold from the
hands of greatly superior forces. Many
of the generals who afterward bhecame
prominent in the rebellion obtained in

’

CAPITAL.

Mexico their first

practical lessone in
military art

Ulys=es Grant and Robh-

ert E. Lees both secrved with credit in
subordinate positions.

*

* *
To give the details of the campaign
would require a volume in itself. The
army worked in threes divisions, the

“army of the nccupation,” the “army of
the center” and the “army of the west”
This last division marched tno Santa Fe
and took possession of the ancient city

without the joss of 2 man,

The American flag was run to the
top of a pole 100 feet high, given the
national salute of twenty-eight guns,
and New Mexico was ours. Leaving
Santa Fe, this portiop of the army
marched on to California, only to be
met half way by Kit Carson and his
party bearing the news that the Cali-
fornia territory had already been taken
by the naval forces which were planted
on the Paclfic coast,

Meanwhile, Gen Taylor was sweeping
into Mexico Matamoros was taken
Monterey followed, then came Buena
Vista with its overwhelming victory.
Gen, Winfleld BSecott arrived off the
énast of Vera Cruz just two weeks
after Taylor's brilliant victory at
Buena Vieta. At that time the city of
Vere Cruz contalned about 7,000 inhabit-
ants and a thousand houses, built for
the most part of stone, with flat roofs
and parapets. It was surrounded en-
tirely by a massive gtone wall mounted
with guns, and inzide was well defend-
ed. On an island about a mlle in front
of the city was the famous stone castle
of San Juan d'Ulloa, built hy the
Epaniards in 1682,

In spite of the fact that the defense
wae excellent, the Americans steadily
got the better of the cannonading, and
when Gen. Scott was ahout to order
the final assault the Mexicans surren-
dered. Then Scott sent to Washington
hie historic dispatch: “The flag of the
United Btates now fioats triumphantly

over the walls of this city and the
castle of San Juan 4'Ulloa.”

Then with “On to Mexien
City,” Sco my for ¥

won a series of unbroken teries

¥

i

along the route. Finally, at the heights
of Cnapultepec, the Americans cap-
tured the last obstruction, and the way
to the ‘Mexican capital was open. On
the 13th of September, 1847, the Mexi-
can forces hegan to evacuate the city,
and on the following day Scott rode
into the ancient capital of the Montezu-
mas. He entered the palace, ordered
the flag raised from its towers and the

war was ended.

*

% %
One might think from the incontest-
able finality of the victory that this

ought to be the permanent settlement
of all difficulties with Mexico forever-
more. A treaty was signed, definite
boundaries were marked and indemni-
tieg were paid. But not so. Always the
racial difference, with its distinection in
temperament and morality, breeds an
undercurrent of disagreement. The
Latin and the Saxon seemed inevitably
doomed clash. The ig that

to wonder

#0 long a perind elapsed between the
¢lose of this war and heginning the
text hnbroglio

However, stormi cloud meantime

fdzarkened the horizon, and thouzh it did
not =2ult in actual bloodried, it ne-
cessitaied the mathering of 1rcops and
the dispatchiag of the American flag
to the boundary line hetween Lthe two

countries

Snon after the beginning of our civil
war France sent troops into Mexico
to overthrow the government and es-
tablish an empire. Archduke Maxi-
milian, brother of Franz Joseph, the
present Emperor of Austria, was to
reign at its head. President Juarez,
the full-blooded Indian patriot, who
looms as one of the greatest men ins
Mexican history, was deprived of his
authority and driven into the northern
part of the country This was counte-
nanced by a large portion of the peo-
ples, who looked upon the restoration
of an empire under the rule of a for-
eigrtier a8 the anly way out of the dis-
turhing condlitions wrought by endless

civil wars. Maximillan was therefore
received with honor.
But he soon cooked his goose by is-

suing an order that Juarez and his
revolutionary forces gathering on the

HE Stars and Stripes in the Country to
the South—Tragedy of “The Alamo.”
In the Mexican War—Gen. Scott’s Historic
Dispatch to Washington—The Imbroglio
With Maximilian—Recent Events—Trou-
ble in the Early Days of Texas.

northern border should be treated as
handits and executed. The people were
stirred by the severity of this decres
coming from a foreigner. A storm of
disapproval followed. Maximilian's par-
tiality and favor toward the French
excited further criticism. The United
States, though remaining neutral, 'cok-
ed on with disfavor and compiained at
the wviolation of the Monroe doctrine.
The government refused tao recognize
the empire =0 long as it was supported
by France.

*
* ®
In July, 1565, it emphasized its dis-
approval by maseing troeps on the
border in Texas. But further aggres-

Eive measures were averted by the act
of Napoleon IJII, who withdrew his
troops from Vera Cruz, leaving Maxi-
milian to his fate.

From that date unti]l 1914—compara-
tive recent history—all went well be-
tween the United States and Mexica. Tt

is true that minor troubles sprang up
prior to the entrance of Porfirlo Diaz
upon the Mexican scene, but these did
not necessitate the sending of Old
fGlory into their mids: fo inspire them
with respect for lawfulnsss and order

Diaz, upon his accession to power,
put his foot down on revolutions and
slowly fashioned & nuation out of the

wreckage. But the heginning of the
twentieth century saw the return of
the old unrest to the land of the Incas.
Along came Francisco Madero, an en-
gaging personality and a charming
combination of aristocracy and democ-
racy. He captured the good will of
the people. It was apparent that he
had his eyve on the presidency of his
country.

Diaz realized it and clapped him ints
fall. He escaped from prison and
crossed over into Texas. ¥From 8San
Antonio—the old city of the Alamo—
he started a revolution. Every day
Madero gained prestige and Diaz lost
it. Finally the “man of iron” fled the
country and Madero hecame president.

But he was not as successful as Diaz
had been. Wherever Mexicans came
in contact with Americans and non-
Mexicans there was friction. The old
conditions began to show themegselves

VIRTUES OF GRAPES, FIGS AND

HE value gf fruits as food has
T been known to man =ince the
human race came upon the earth
and the oldest records that have been
dug from age-long bhuried cities con-

tain references to fruits that still
bloom and ripen in the world.
The date, the fig, the grape, the al-

mond and a scores of other preducts of
the tree and vine weres esteemed by
those men who lived in an antiquity so
remote that the most venerable records
do not extend back so far. The apple
is one of the ancient friends of man-
kind, and it does not matter whether
the apple of the garden of Eden was
the fruit which now hears the name of
apple, or whether it was a pomegranate
or an oranges, The apple of the an-
cients was prohably not as good as the

fruits that come from the orchards of
the moderns, but it was .a good and
useful apple. An English writer, treat-
ing recently of the antiquity of cider,
said: "Cider ia among the very oldest
of our aleoholic beverages. In Saxon
times it was known as aeppelwin,
while some kind of fermented drink
from the julce of wild apples seems to
have heen popular even when the Ro-
mans were here'

The peach was a well known and
popular fruit in the east as early as the
makinz of the oldest human records
and reizrences 10 it is found in the

2

.

earliest FPerslan literature. Ewven the
cherrv must be a very old fruit, for it
is recorded that cherries were known
in England 2.000 yvears ago, but their
syvstematic cultivation dates only from
the beginning of the sixteenth century
It ie known that the cherry tree wag
introduced into Italy about 70 B. C. by
Lucullus, who obtained both the fruit
and its name from the city of Cerasus,
in Fontus. :

Nobhody needs to be reminded that the
olive, the fig, the date and the grape
are exceedingly old forms of food.

*
x %

The grape has been cherished for
centuries not enly as food and as the
source of wine, but as medicine, and
many modern phyeiciansg have sung
the praises of the grape A no feeble
and uncertain tones It is recorded that
the Greeks and Romans valued grapes
and preserved them as far out of ®ea-
son as poseible.

Men who lay eclaim to knowing a
good deal about the properties and the
virtues of the grape allege that it is
valuable in increasing the appetite, im-
proving the digestion and reducing
acidity. It {s held to be especially use-
ful in anemia, chlorosis, dyspepsia, con-
stipation, rheumatism, chronic affec-
tions of the liver, stone, gravel and
gout. One medical authority, writing

GEN. ZACHARY TAYLOR, WHO CARRIED THE FLAG INTO MEXICO.

again. Madero's power was weaken-
ing. Victoriano Huerta came upon the
scene. He began his career as presi-
dent of Mexico with a crime—the mur-
der of his predecessor, Madero—and he
continued a policy of barbarism that
made even the Mexican peeple them-
=elves ashamed. Numerous factions
arose to help put him down.

Now comes the memorable incident of
April 9, 1914, which was the cause of
our next outbreak with Mexico. The
paymaster and a detachment of ma-

OTHER FRUITS.

of the virtues of the grape. said: “The
natural sugar of grapes requires no
digestion, but is taken almost at once
into the blood. the phosphoric aecid
acting favorablyl on bodily functions
and on the brain”

The food value nof the date for gen-
eral table use iz gaining wide recogni-
tion and.date cultivation is being car-
ried on successfully and with great
promise of immenge success in South-
ern California and Arizona.

In the old date growing countries,
as for example in Arabia, where the
date palm has been cultivated for un-
numbered thousands of years, the fruit
ie not only a staple food, but the chief
article of foreign trade. The natives
use the tree for timber in building,
the leaves as the thatch for houses,
and the stalks are spun into cordage
or used for fuel. These uses of the
date palm were also made by the an-
cient Assvrians and Babylonians, who
were “cultivating date palm orchards
at least 4,000 vears , and how much
hefore that no man’ oOWs,

The cultivation of dates in the United
States was instituted mainly if not
solely through the efforts of the De-
paremtn of Akriculture, which several
years ago instituted a study of the
trees in Africa and an investigation.of
the soll and climatic conditions in the
southwestern part of the United States.

Efforts were made thres centuries
ago my Bpanish missionaries to intro-
duce the date palm into Mexico, but
though the trees themselves lived and
apparently prospered the fruit qc not
ripen on the trees, -

rines, wearlnq\ the uniform of the
United States Navy, from the gunboat
Dolphin, fiving the United States flag,
were arrested by a Mexican officer at
Tampico, where they had put in to ob-
tain a supply of gasoline, and marched
through the streets. After heing held
for a time they were released on the
demand of Rear Admiral Mawvo.

These are the bare facts. What
really happened. underlying this event,
was an insult to this nation’s flag. The
flag ir 2 nation’s emblem. It stands
far ite integrity and dignity. To in-
sult the flag is to insult the nation
ftself. ’

The United States government, upon
being informed of the Tampico in-
cident, demanded an apology of Huerta,
in the shape of a salute to the flag that
had been so unjustifiably insulted. But
the salute was not forthcoming. - In-
stead, Huerta proposed that he would
give the demanded salute provided this
government would simultaneously or
immediately * thereafter return the
honors to the Mexican flag.

For days Huerta dilly-dallied
the government eofficials. Then away
went the battleships 1o Vera Cruz.
Once more the historic gulf port was
captured—but at the expense of the
lives of several of our sailors—and the
flag was once more planted on the soil

with

of a nation that has so long sorely
tried us.
Following the occupation of Vera

C'ruz active preparations for mobiliza-
tion were begun. Gen. Frederick Fun-
ston was ‘sent with a portion of the
army for a march to Mexico City. But
the stream of events were turned in
their course. A proposition came from
the A. B. C. powers of South America,
composed principally of the countries
of Argentina, Brazil and Chile, to allow
them to mediate and settle the diffi-

culty. Thiz was agreed upon. The
troope were withdrawn from Mexican
territory and the battleships from
Mexican waters,
r *
* ¥

This brings history well nigh up to
date.

Now again our flag is in Mexico.
Going back a bit, one sees that the

downfall of Huerta was followed by
the estabhlishment of Carranza as presi-
dent of the de facto government of

Mexico. The United States subsequent-

ly accorded him recognition ar su
This act started a new ball of troulle
rolling.
Francisco Tilla, the peon leader of
the insurgents of Mexico, had his eye
on ths presidency of his turbulent re-

public. When the United States recog-
nized the government of his rival, Car-
ranza, Villa swore retaliation and

ordered his followers to capture and
destroy the property of Americans
wherever they came across it

Consequently all America was stirred
at the news that Villa had actually
been able to carry out his threat in &
shocking manner. Fifteen Americans
were murdered on their way to thelr
mine in Chihuahua by a band of Villis-
ta outlaws. This party was returnin
to the Cusl minme with passports iksu
by the officials at Juarez. Villa opened
fire on the train in which they traveled.

His action resulted in an anti-Mexi-
can demonstration in El Paso which
had to be quelled by martial law. The
citigens of E1 Paso distributed 50,000
cards with the words “Remember - the
Alamo—did we watch and wait? Re-
member the ("usi—shall we watch and
wait? printed upon them.

The federal government then took a
hand and sent the troops under the
American flag into Mexico with the or-
der, “Get Villa.” Numerous other dig-
turbances in the form of murderou:
raids have taken place gince the troop:
began their punitive expedition.

he greiat guestion before the Amer-
ican nation teday is to bring peace and
civilized order to Mexico and forever
sound the knell to future disagree-
ments. People are asking {f the Mex-
iran anarchy must be eternal, and if
the beautiful land must forever go to
waste. The wealth of the country lies
in its mines, fruiteries and cattie
ranches, but these are utterly demor-
alized at present. Industry is par-
alvzed, A country rich in natural re-
sources is producing nothing for Amer-
{can and European c¢apital can no long-
er be invested there with safety.

Humor in State Paper.

T is not often that a public official
goes so far as to evince his sense
of humor in a state paper, for, doubt-

less, most of them believe that the
peace and dignity of the governmental
system are not to be Iimpaired by
humorous comment.

Not long ago, however, there ap-
peared an iconoclast in this relation.
in the person of John E. Garner of
Winchester, Ky., at the time chairman
of the state board of equalization of
that state. Mr. Garner managed to
inject considerable fun into what was
usually the most dignified report of
his office. He chaffed various persons
and conditions, but the farmers and the

city taxpayers got the brunt of his
humor.
Here, for example, is what he said

about the farmers: A

“From the testimony of the average
witness who appears before this board
there iz very Httle goond land in his
section of the state, and what is there
i= mainly in adjoining counties. In his
particular county there is a poor streak
extending the length and width of the
county from which all the timber has
heen cut and marketed, and the process
of erosion has carried all the fertile
s0il into the Gulf of Mexico. It further
appears that a peculiar and unpre-
cedented condition exists in regard to
bottom lands in his county, unlike the
conditions along most streams that en-
rich the land, for the rurrenfts of the
stream change and wash it away, and
if. by accident, there is a deposit, it is
always of sand that destroys its futur-
productiveness; that there i= here and
there an occasional oasis of small arex,
on which the tireless farmer can eke
out an existence and by the addition
of a small mortgage pay his taxes

And this for the city folks:

“The cities do not labor under exact-
1y the same difficulties, byt their difi-
culties are just as difficult. It- seems
that in all the cities the railroads have
secured quantities of land for terminal
facilities that are withdrawn from as-
sessment: in addition to which the
smoke, noise and dust have destroved
the value of the property for biocks an
either side. Schools and churches have
algo acquired valuable property which
is exempt from taxation, and this also
}:usenﬁ l]du' thota!. The money in bunka

owne ¥ non-residents, county
haa and the federal governmem,";h'e
re ing few dollars 1&ft among thn
citizens are mainly for the purpose of
paying car fare. Business has been re-
moved from the principal streets and is
vet unlocated. In fact, the city. would
%:::lt:ntrtahrnnd: of a receiver if there

ng to receive ybod,

who would recelve it.* <l X

The report concludes:

“The final mction of the has
been reported to the auditor, and while
not claiming that {f is infallible, It is
the resnlt of ardueus labor " um-
prejudiced judgment.”
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