
APPEAL TO MOTORISTS
FOR VIRGINIA ROADWAY

District Autoists Will Ask Car Owners
and Merchants to Contribute

to Prince William Project.

An appeal win oe seni uui luiuunuw

to the motorists and merchants of the
National Capital, in the campaign to
raise funds for the construction of a

road through Ohopawamsic swamp, in

Prince William county, Va. below Dumfries,by the American Automobile As-,
sociation District of Columbia Club.
This organization has taken active!
charge of the campaign to build this'
highway, and has contributed $100 to
the cause. The stretch is the only missinglink between the National Capital
and Richmond. Ya.
The sum needed in Washington to

build the roadway is $4.^70. and Washingtoniansare asked to subscribe this
amount upon a basis of actual return
in trade to commercial Washington, and
a return in pleasure to motoring Wash-
Ington. The club's committee in charge
of the raising of the fund is composed
of Dr. C. Hart Merriam, chairman; J.
Harry Cunningham and Fred S. Hardesty.
The building of a highway through
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the Chopawamsic swamp, which is notoriousthroughout the United States
as the worst piece of roadway in the
country, means, in its national scope,
the opening of a fine highway from
Quebec to Miami. This would, accordingto figures furnished by the touring
bureau of the American Automobile
Association, bring 20,000 additional
visitors to the National Capital during
the 1916 touring season, and more each
succeeding year as motor "travel increases.This phase of the situation
is expected to appeal to Washington
merchants particularly.
While an organized campaign for the

local fund will not be put in action
until tomorrow morning, nearly $400

h*on subscribed in this city.
With the exception of the $100 contributedby the District club, this sum

was subscribed largely by motorists
who had attempted to taur from Washingtonto Richmond via Fredericksburg,
and who in due time found themselves
floundering in the Chopawamsic swamp
calling for help.
Persons desiring to aid in the constructionof the road through the

swamp, and the completion of the Richmond-Washingtonhighway, may send
contributions to the A. A. A. District
of Columbia Club, Riggs building,
Washington. D. C. This money in turn
will be passed over to State Highway
Commissioner Coleman of Virginia, unIder whose supervision the building of
the road will be carried on.

Selling Chalmers Cars.
Robert Oldys, who has been engaged

in selling Chalmers cars for the past
year at the Union garage, has joined
the sales staff of the Combs Motor
Company, newly appointed Chalmers
representative, and will continue to be
associated with C. Walter Hoover, generalmanager.
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System Originated by Henry
B. Joy Rated as Aid in

Time of War.

ALSO CONSIDERED FROM
ECONOMIC STANDPOINT

Provides "Most Elastic" Method of

Transportation for All States
of the Union.

Henry B. Joy, president of the LincolnHighway Association, has origi- ^
nated a plan which provides a system
of highways that would be a wonderfulaid to the country in time of war,"
says A. F. Bement, secretary of the s

association, "but commends itself to s

any student of economic conditions j
from a purely commercial standpoint." J
Mr. Joy's plan would provide a high- r

way which, in connection with the~Xin- c

coin, the Dixie, the Jefferson and the r

Columbia River highways and the San- c

ta Fe trail, would enable the freest and e

most elastic system of transportation c

between every state in the Union and
would permit the mobilization of men t

and supplies on any part of our border
with speed and dispatch. It would be i
the start of a real system of federal I

highways which would eventually give *

this country such a spider web of permanent.hard-surfaced, connecting roads
as enables modern Germany to trans- t
port her farm products in time of peace
at a cost per ton just one-fifth of the g
average cost in this country, and in t
tinje of war to amaze the world by a

rapidity of mobilization, concentration
andattack never before dreamed of.

The plan would be the first step toward
the modernization of America's road
system.
iittnrHer TTichwav Begins.

Mr. Joy's suggested military border

highway would start at New York city
and follow the coast fifty to 100 miles

inland through New Jersey, Pennsylvania.Maryland, Virginia. North Carolina.South Carolina. Georgia. Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana,
then nearer to the border through
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California.and following up the valley
route through that state to Oregon and
Washington, where it would turn along
the Canadian border through Idaho.
Montana. North L»akota. Minnesota.
Wisconsin and along the Great Lakes
through Illinois. Indiana;" looping up
through Michigan; then along the
southern shore of Lake Erie through
Ohio. Pennsylvania and New York,
along Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence,up through the northern ends of
Vermont and New Hampshire, circling
through the state of Maine, again along
the Canadian border, and following
the Atlantic coast inland through Massachusetts,Rhode Island and Connecticutto the starting point at New York
city.
Such a road as this would establish

the shortest possible main arterial systemof national highways which could
secure the support of every state in the
Union and which would be the most intelligentexpenditure of government
money possible for highway improvement,providing an object lesson of in-
estimable worth to the people of every
state.

Explains His Flan.
Mr. Joy. in speaking of his plan, said:
"It is well within the proprieties and

infinitely of more value to the United
States than the Panama canal. It
would be a public work of inestimable
value in civil life as well as of national
necessity in the work of military preparedness.Such a work should be removedutterly and entirely from any
politics and should be put in the hands
of an army officer to execute exactly
as Col. Goethals executed the work of
the Panama canal, without hindrance
by political pulling and hauling as to
the details of the route."
Such a border highway as Mr. Joy

has proposed would touch the seacoastonly at long intervals and at the
principal ports, the idea being that the
highway would thus be so far inland
as to be immune from attack or captureby invaders or destruction by
hostile planes, and would yet be alwaysnear enough to the border to
enable the utmost facility of communicationbetween all parts of the country
and the fighting front should we be
forced to repel invasion. The seacoast
would be In close communication with
this border highway over innumerable
roads which would connect it with all
main ports, these roads being ordinary
state or county roads developed to the
highest degree through the stimulus of
the proposed governmental construction.

Condition of Coastal Defense.
Our present/'small continental army

of less than 40,000 men, representing a

protective force of but a little over

1,000 men for each 100,000 square miles
of our territory, and which is actually
less than the standing armies of such
fifth and sixth-rate powers as Sweden,
Serbia. Portugal and Peru, would be
admittedly powerless'to repel a concertedcoastal attack from anv firstclassmilitary power, but its effectivenesscould be increased many times
over as its possible mobility was increased.

Mobility for armies under present
conditions means good roads.through,
connecting, permanent, good roads of
the character which have been the salvationof France. Like France, our
railroads are not laid out with an eye
toward military availability. They are
not so laid out as to afford quick and

tack might be made, or even to those
points where attack would undoubtedlybe made, and such railroads as we
have leading to points of straight importanceare inadequate to take care
of any extraordinary demand. In case
of war, we, like France, would necessarilydepend upon our roads for the
quick movement of men and supplies,but, unlike her, we have not even the
foundations of a military system of
protective highways along our coastsand boroders.

A. A. A. GAINING TfEMNTTRS.

Score or More Joining D. C. Club
Each Week.

Members of the D. C. Club of the A. A.
A. are elated at the rapidity with which
official Washington is joining the club.
Each week is marked by the addition
of a score or more of new members.
The past week saw the addition of

twenty-one new members, as follows:
R. E. Boyd, Edward C. Finney, Jean

Paul Miller, J. H. Hanna, Dr. William
J. C. Thomas, James Sharp, H. M.
Southgate, E. E. Williamson, A. O.
Herrman, A. A. Richards, W. Duncan
McKlm, R. S. R. Hitt, Susan B. Edson|Commander A. L. Willard, U. 8. N.r
Augustus S. Worthington, Frederick
Eichelberger, Mrs. Robert R. Hitt, S. C. i
Hickman, T. W. Robinson, Dr. J. T. I
Prendergast and Henry Smith. |

Two Chandler Salet.
The eale of a seven-passenger Chandlertouring car was reported yesterday

to M. E. Buckley and a four-passenger
roadster of the same make to T. WalterFowler,
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STOCK SAXON WINS PRIZES.

lets Two Firsts and a Third in DemonstrationContest in San Diego.
In the presence of 5,000 spectators a

ttock Saxon six. captured two firsts
ind a third place and won the most
joints in the demonstration contest
ust held at the San Diego exposition
notor demonstration show. It was the

>nly car to win trophies in two events,
lotwithstanding the fact that it was

ine of the smallest cars entered, and
xceeded in both power and number of
ylinders by higher priced entries.
The hill climb was said to be one of
he most grueling ever staged, Conestantsin this event were required to
Irive down the 55 per cent grade of
Exposition hill and up the 35 per cent
>itch. Then the drivers were obliged
o turn around and reverse the order
»f descending and climbing. The win-'
icr made not only the best time, but
vas one of the few cars to reach the
op.
In the relay event the Saxon romped
round the track in fast time, winning
he award of the judges, the applause

f

i.

i
>

.v S v

*

fficSquad Says:
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do not open your cut-out, especially
bscrve this rule when in a hospital
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of the assembly and five additional
points. In the "get-away" the same
car won an even break with a higherpricedmachine for third honors.

Maxwell "25" Deliveries.
Among those who purchased Maxwell

"25" touring cars during the past week
were the following: Dr. B. B. Detweiller,James C. McFadden, J. P.
utiles. R. W. Pugh, Mrs. E. O. Williams,
Mrs. Hallie B. Eramett and C. Shirley
Leachman. A roadster of the same
make was also delivered to Robert
Gardener.

With Henderson-Bowe Company.
Bert Robertson and Joseph L. Carll,

for some time past connected with the
Combs Motor Company, will join the
sales staff of the Henderson-Rowe Auto
Company tomorrow and will devote
their attention to the sale of Cole and
Kissel-Kars.

Driving Paige Cari.
Among the latest to join the ranks of

Paige owners are Dr. Francis McQuillenand William H. Keith.
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Declares Limits Tend to Hake
Motorists Suspend Exercise of

Their Judgment. "c
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"Every one deplores the loss of life
and limb as a result of highway acci- qi
dents and would welcome anj- practical
suggestion bv which it is likely to be threduced," writes Francis M. Hugo, sec- m
retary of state for New York; "but no ar

good purpose is served by attempting
to throw the whole blame on motor
car traffic. gi

"It is true that of the total vehicular
accidents, fatal and otherwise, last
year nearly 80 per cent were attributa- ti<
ble to motor vehicles, and that the pro- b

portion is considerably higher than it
was in the preceding year. But it is hi
equally true that "horse-drawn vehicles la
were responsible for 20 per cent, and ^
thab-fact suggests that, just as the evil tu
is not confined to motor vehicles, so he
the measures to be taken to remedy it at
must not be considered with reference V

to them alone.

Question of Speed.
"It further suggests that since in

horse-drawn vehicles fall mainly in the v«

category of slow traffic the remedy is so
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>t to be found in the wholesale impo- f tt
Lion of speed limits, as is often sug- m

sted. The fallacy of the speed limit
that it acts as a sort of license per- <]<
Itting the drivers to drive up to the
eed it specifies in places at which it b,
enforced, whereas the safe speed Js C]
ten, perhaps generally, a function Sl
>t so much of the place as of the cir- w
instances existing at the moment. hi
"Speed limits, in fact, tend to make tj
e driver suspend the exercise of his c,
m judgment and act under the sane- aj
»n of a supposed authority; and the jf
ly to stop accidents is not to estab- p,
»h artificial restrictions which can- R.
it meet every case, but to allow the ^
iver free scope for his own judgment

»1KU
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tiatever happens in consequence of t
liat he does. Relentless prosecution t
ould follow every example of danrous.reckless and even grossly in-
nsiderate driving:, and for really seri-
s offenses that are proved beyond
uht the culprits should be imprisedwithout the option of a fine and }
ould be prohibited from driving: ,

ther for a substantial period or per- J'1
inently.
Hard to Obtain Conviction.

"No doubt, as many persons comain,it is more difficult to obtain a Si
nviction for dang:erous driving: than [g]
r exceeding: a speed limit, because in gj
le one case it is a matter of opinion s
id in the other ft is or should be a S
lestion of facts, but that only makes a jgj
nviction of the former kind, when jg]
>tained. more valuable and effective g]
tan one- for an offense which is com- [gj
only looked upon as purely nominal gj
id which is committed by most mo- [gj
rists habitually and probably by all llj
casionally.GS|
"Those who think that speed is the Ej

oti-oaf q prirlon t <j rnlcht s

worse than consider the possibility jg
establishing- their case by facts, in- jg

ead of relying upon vague enuncia- jg]
ans. There is room and there should g
material for a systematic investiga- gj

on of the subject (presumably coro- [9
jrs' inquests were held on each of the jgj
indreds of deaths that were recorded S
st year as the result of street acci- Sj
snts) and a critical scrutiny of the s
ridence given and the verdicts re- jg
rned at those inquiries ought to show Jg
>w far the accidents were reasonably b]
tributable to the speed at which the g
;hicles concerned were traveling. j|]

One Cause of Increase. §
"The words 'careful and prudent* are E
serted in the law because obviously s

chicles must be allowed to move at ra

me speed above a walking pace if joj
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ley are to nerve the needs of the comunityand if the roads are not to be
ingested hopelessly. Otherwise en

isy method of abolishing street accl?ntswould be to abolish traffic. One
iplanation of the increase in the numerof accidents caused by motor vehtesis the increase in the number of
ich vehicles. Whether the ratio by
hich the mischief wrought by them
is increased is or Is not greater than
lat by which their numbers have in

easedit Is impossible to say In the
bsence of proper statistics. But even
'it is greater nothing is thereby
roved as to their great intrlnelo danerousnessin comparison with horserawnvehicles.
"To be worth making, the comparison
ust be upon equal terms and must
ike account of the all important facirsthat the mileage of which motor
shicles are capable in the given time
far larger than which can be accomishedby horse-drawn vehicles.or. In

:her words, that any single motor veiclehas much greater opportunity of
image than any single horse-drawn
chicle. If the data required were
>rthcoming It would become possible
> make a fair comparison and to say
hether or not the danger is increas>gin either case."
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NEW EIGHT-CYLINDER
OLDSMOBILE |

Used one week; driven only j
two hundred miles; five- j
passenger; fully equipped, jgj
starter and lights; cost Jtj
$1,230. 1
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