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of the alr no German sausage balloons,
as the French call them, are now able
to keep the air, since they began to be
burned by a new dewice thres weeks

s 'ﬁe fizhting in this'part of the bat-
tle front is-in the open and the com-
“ batants now are not faging each other
behind solidly constructed fleld works.
as during the long perfod from Sep-
tember, 1914, to the end of June. The
Germans, with the breaking of their
third must rely on

lne, hastily dug
ditches and shallow pits. It would
take many weeks to duplicate the old
positions. Thelr abandoned works now
are being reorganized by the French
The purpose of the incessant shell
fire is to break up the new German dig-
ngs and keep the Germans constant-
unprotected and cause as many cas-
ualties among them as possible. Some
80 per cent of the casualties in this
war are from shell and direct gunfire,
without Infantry assaults or without
positions. The gunfire wastes
the adversary's strength in men. Five
h shells may only tear up =
tremch work, and them one shell will
kill or wound twenty or thirty men.

Nothing Gained, Says Berlin.

BERLIN, July 31, via London, & pm.
—Anglo-French troops in thelr attack
on BSunday against the German posi-
tions In the region of the River Somme
did mot galn a foot of ground. accord-
ing to the German army headquarters
gtaff in its statement issued today.

British and French Press
Fight on the River Somme,
Despite the Terrible Heat

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN THE
FIELD, July 30, via London, July 31—
French and British soldiers made to-
day's attack In sweltering midsummer
heat. The first real hot wave of the
peason struck northern France last
, night. and this morning British and
' French infantry co-operated in an

! aetion north of the Somme in front of
Guillemont and Maurepas.

For the last few days the one Yoﬂl
on everybody's tongue has been “vis-
fbility.” which has come Iinto universal
use since Admiral Jellicoe's first fleet
' dispatch. Formerly artillerymen spoke
of “good and bad light.” Persistent bad
fight or low visibility. which did not
permit the gunners to register their
targets, had delayved any Important in-
fantry action. Yesterday the light be-
eame better as the heat grew tropie
and offensive operations were renewed.

Germans Pile Up Guns.

Every day the Germans have been In-
greasing the number of guns and men
fn the Guillemont sector, which is
among the last portions of high ground
they hold. By prisoners taken ten Ger-
man battalions, or 10,000 men, have been
fdentified on a front of 2,000 wyards,
where the Germans still are in their old
second-line fortifications, with maze
trenches and deep dugouts, built long
ago and strengthened since the offen-
give began. The Germans appear to re-

this sector of critical importance
gince the British broke the second line
on the adjoining front for a length of

two miles July 14.

Part of the British attack struck
from the bloody Trones wood, and the
other part on the flank, while the Ger-
mans tried to man machine guns, as
usual, after a British bombardment. The
Germans resisted the Britizsh bitterly.
fighting under the broiling sun as if
avery inch of ground were precious.

The British got posseszion of the rall-
proad station, which they had reached
in a previous attack, and this time, ac-
cording to last reports, still were hold-

it
‘.&ma of the attackers got into Guille-
mont and reached the church, where
the Germans, swarming from dugouts,
outnumbered the advance party which
fought against their foe on all sidea

Fight at Close Quarters.

It was one of those hand-to-hand and
lide-and-seek conflicts in the village
ruins of indescribable ferocity. The
British had to retire from the edge of
Guillamont, but made good a consider-
able advance southward on the flank
of the town, where, fighting through
the hot night, they continued to main-
tain their gain.

Perspiration made white water courses
in the dust of the men's faces today
and their eyes looked out through
masks so thick that their faces seemed

. 10 be covered with some kind of armor.
* Motor trucks passed lke phantoms in
. thick clouds on the road. Gunners,
3 stripped to their skin, kept on serving
. their guns at top speed. Breathing

eame hard in the mixture of dust and
shell smoke.

Boldiers who reached Gulllemont
; z..k of the fearful carnage among
4 Germans from the British gunfire,
: ewing to the masses of Germans con-
. ecentrated under the British bombard-
maent before the infantry attacks They

they could hear the moans of the

n wounded for water above the

bing and rifte and machine gun-

With the news of the shooting of

. Fryatt fresh in their minds the

tish '"]lt into the charge with a
fury. swearing they would avenge

ol L0 g¢ his

 CO0L WAVE BRIGS
RELEF TO CHAD

RTINS

- End of One of Longest Periods of Hot
Weather City Has Ever Expe-
rienced Comes Today.

CHICAGO, July 31.—The end of one
; f the longest periods of hot weather
Chicago ever experienced came today
"in an eighteen-mile breeze from the
merth. A drop of 21 degrees In tem-
perature from 102, the highest reached
Yesterday, was recorded at 9 o'clock
today, when the government thermom-
eter registered 81. The wind sprang up
at 4 o'clock and gradually increased In
¥elocity. The weather bureau predict-
ed it would shift to the northeast,
whence comes the nsual cooling “lake
bresze
Latest Agures show that 284 personn

died in Chicago directly or indirectly
from the effects of the heat,

Belief West of City.

Relief from the torrid temperature
was felt today west of Chicago as far
as the Rocky mountains and north of a
line drawn through northern lowa. The
eool wave gradually moved south to-
day and is expected to reach central
Illinols this afterncon or tomorrow,

The hot spell began July 11, since
which time the temperature was con-
stantly above normal There Is no
indication of a return of the heat for
several days, according to the wea-
ther bureau

Chicago, after yesterday's list of 115
deaths, attributed to the heat, and more
than 400 prostrations, to a great ex-
tent slept outdvors again last night.
The numerous parks of the city were
wast sleeping apartments and Lake
Micnlgan turnisned comfort to thou-
sands of bathers as late as midnight.

Babies Lead Number of Victims.

] The record-breaking death rate of
the last week has seriously treated the
facilities of the coroner's office, while
the prostrations have taxed the accom-
modations of local hospitals and bur-
dened the city's physicians to the limit.

-. The high mortality among infants has

. been the most distressing phase of the
situation. Upward of fifty bables were
reported to

Ve succum to heat
i * Among animals the death rate has
lm established & mo‘r:.

eactions of the eity. ®

SEVERAL KILLED, MANY MISSING AND HURT AND VAST DAMAGE TO PROPERTY RESULT OF AMMUNI- -
TION EXPLOSION ON BLACK TOM ISLAND.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE DEMOLITION.
LAPSED BUILDINGS EVERYWHERE.,

WRECKED PIERS AND COL-

FEARED NEW YORK
WAS BOMBARDED

Excited Populace Thought
Hostile Fleets Were Attack-
ing, R. D. Heinl Says.

GIVES GRAPHIC RECITAL
OF EXPLOSION RESULTS

Praises Work of Police and Firemen
in Courting Death by Going
to Rescue.

Every one in New York thought there
was a bombardment of the greatest
city In the world by hostile fleets. That |
is the impression of New York's catas-
trophe of Sunday morning given by
Robert D. Heinl, assoclate editor of
the Chamber of Commerce of the
United States, who went right to the
front even though he didn't know
whether the world was burning up, dyna-
miters at work or an alllance of all the
other world powers battering away at
Uncle Sam's front door, or ——. .
Graphic pictures of the destruction
that burst upon New York that floated
about in the harbor; human [nterest
touches revealing the terror of immi-
grants who thought the war had fol-
lowed them to the shores of the Unlted
States and the varying passions and
emotions of the New York populace—
are given by Mr. Heinl in the follow-
ing interview:

Feared a Hostile Fleet.

“If a fleet of Zeppelins had begun =
bombardment in the dead of night

there could hardly have been more
amazement or consternation than whenl'
tha first of the eighty-five cars andl
seven or eight barges and boats loaded |

with munitions began exploding in l.he-'
lower harbor of New York city. Those |
out of range of sound of the small
arms ammunition cracklng and the
detonations of the shells and shrapnel
thought, when they saw the front of a
large store blown out in thelr neigh-
borhood, that the blackhanders or the
anarchists had been at work. They did
not for the instant connect it with the
great fire which lighted the skiea to
the south. On the other hand, the pop-
plation of lower Manhattan and South
Brooklyn thought that a hostile fleet
had attacked the city.

“Following the first great explosion—
thy jar of which knocked a man out of
bed in Newark, and which could be
felt as [#@r away as }'hl]aflell:thilw-—_pe-:l-
ple ran to the streets in New York.
Every citizen who had a police whistle
began to blow It, and the excited gen-
tleman who fires a loaded revelver to
attract the attention of the patrolman
on post was right on the job. Others
equally as calm hastened to the near-
est fire alarm box.

“When the first explosion resounded
I was some three miles uptown, asleep
in a hotel on 44th street, just opposite
the Hippodrome, The clerk, of course,
not knowing the real cause of trouble,
told me, in answer to my inquiry, that
2 bomb had been set off under Cowper-
thwaite's, around the corner on 6th ave-
nue. 1 got into my clothes—it Leing a
warm morning, 1 dressed a le the pony
ballet girls 1 had seen a few hours be-
fore at one of the theaters. 1 hurried
—_but not too fast, for 1 knew of old
the habit the New York police have in
these bomh cases of occasionally pinch-
ing a few innocent bystanders.

Not a Policeman in Bight.

“Cowperthwalte’s, a large furniture
store, looked as if a cyclone had hit it.
However, a mystifying thing about the
sccurrence was that though a small
fortune in valuable furniture was com:
pletely exposed, not a policeman was
in sight. 1 hadn't much time to ponder
over this, however, for just then over
my shoulder 1 saw the first glare of the
great confiagration—far to the south,
I Inimediately forgot Mr. Cowper-
thwalite's troubles and cast my eyes
about for a speedy vehicle of transpor-

tion.

L."‘l‘ha question was solved by my
clambering into the nearest automo-
bile. The occupants Were strangers to
me, but didn't remain so for long, be-
cause one proved to be Thomas &
Ybarre of the New York Times, whom
I used to know years ago when work-
ed in New York. Mr. ¥Ybarre and Mr.
Allen, the owner of the car, are cousins
of Eilllot H. Goodwin of Washington,
L. (., the mecretary of the Chamber of
Commerce of the United Btates.

“We had only gone a block when our
progress was stopped I:{ a procession
of firs apparatus the like of which I
have never seen. There was enough
noise to raise the dead, and in my
eagerness to get along it seemed to be
ages in passing. We started to follow
the fire department, bécause we
thought it ought to know where it was
going. However, when even the fire-
men Aappeared to be in the
wron Irection we cut loose down
Broadway and started what ap-
peared to be the big show. As we sped
along we encountered more fire sppa-
ratus, policemen, civilians, all m.‘ﬂ.‘
ebout in different directions.

!to the rescue.

ered mile after mile, that, llke Cow-
perthwalite's, windows had been shat-
tered in thousands of stores. Jewelry
sectlons llke Malden lane wera at the
mercy of the looters. Glass crunched
under our wheels, and how we ever
got through without a puncture is
more than I can figure out. Peopls
were gathered about different scenes
of . local catastrophe, cursing the
blackhanders and anarchists—not yet
having connected their troublea with
the great explosion. However, at about
this time came the second awful
crash—and then the populace jumped
to the conclusion that the armed fleets
of the world had descended upon them.

“We were now well along West
street, the water front of the North
river. The fire ahead flared up to great-
er proportions. Our first idea of the
conflagration was that it was the Vater-
land and the interned German ships at
Hohoken, but soon saw that it was
even farther south. As wa pulled into
Battery Park we saw that possibly a
hundred automobiles had haaten us to
it, and the spectators were occupying

grand stand positions for a view over,

the bay of the best imitation I ever saw
of the bombarding of New York. The
scene from the film, ‘The Battle Cry of
Peace,” waa a poor imitation. An entire
city seemed to be burning, and here and
there were blazing barges. There was|
a constant ‘put,’ ‘put,’ ‘put,’ as the ma.-l
chine gun fodder exploded. This was
augmented by the eruption of hundreds
of thousands of shells. Shells and
%hrapnel were raining down on the im-
migration station, the Statue of Liberty
and a coupls of miles away at Govw-
ernors Island.

Burning Barges Adrift.

“But worse than that, there drifted
about with the tide—to the especial
terror of the poor immigrants at Ellls
i1sland, who thought they were leaving
war behind—burning barges, bursting
arsenals of what appeared to be every
hellish kind of ammunition in exist-
ence. I might explain here that this
is one of the main reasons we never
got nearer than a couple of milea from
the maln fire itself (which we could
see so plainly across the [lluminated
bay). It I8 true we talked of ap-
proaching it a little closer, but about
that time I interviewed the captain of
tne harbor precinct station.

“I'd keep cut of there, my boy, he

said. ‘We sent a police launch across
a while ago to ses what was doing. It
came back with its lights blown and
a hunk of shrapnel on the forward
deck.’

“That was enough for me, and, after
I had reported the captain's observa-
tion to my fellows, we all agreed that,
Tittle old New York' looked pretiy
good to us. I might add, however, that
in spite of the dangers and in tbe face
of what appeared to be almost certain
death, polce launches and a fleet of
New York fire boats repeatedly went

“Daybreak approached, but there ap-
peared to be mo end to the rattle of
the musketry or the conflagration it-
self. Then for the first time 1 began to
feel a bit chilly. Accordingly I bade
good night to my automoblle friends,
telling them 1 would proceed home via
the subway, which was warmer.

Bare Ankles Drew Attention.

*There had been so much excitement
that 1 had hardly given a thought to
my neglige appearance until once I
had boarded the underground train and
we were passing Astor place, when 1
noticed a woman looking toward my
feet. And no wonder—for as the breeze
of the speeding train caused my trou-
sers to flap back and forth It revealed
the startling fact to the observer that
I wore no socka. But rather than have
you scandalized at such a revelation—

will you believe me If I tell you one
final fact in connectlon with the ex-
plosion which turned New York upside
down—here goes, the man sitting next
to me didn’t have on any socks either.”

WILL INSIST ON PROBE
OF CUMMINGS' RECORD

Senator Jones to Demand Investiga-
tion of Charges Against Ex-
cise Board Nominee.

Senator Jones gave notice in the
Senate today that he would insist upon
an investigation of certain charges
against Andrew J. Cummmings, appoint-
ed by the President as excise commis-
sloner, which had been made to him,
before action was taken by the Senate
on the nomination of Mr. Cummings.

“l don't know anything about Mr.
Cummings personally,” sald Senator
Jones. “I hope the charges are not
true, but if they are the Senate should
know it before acting on his nomina-
tion, I know that the menator from
Maryland, Mr. Emith, is doing all that
he can to obtain the confirmation of Mr.
Cummings, who {s from Maryland. The
senator from Maryland has polled the
District committes and obtained a ma-
jority in favor of reporting the nomi-
nation favorably to the Senate.

“] know he has received a letter from
the superintendent of the Anti-Saloon
Leagus in Baltimore highly commend-
ing Mr. Cummings. But, neverthasless,
I must insist that the matters to
which I have referred be investigated.”

Benator Bmith led that he believed
Mr. Cummings d carry out the law
to the letter if confirmed as exciss com-

He referred the

ter written in of 3r D o
by the mium j

HOSPITAL NURSES MINISTER TO THE WOUNDED.
MISSES FALLER AND WYLIE OF ST. MARGARET'S HOSPITAL OF JERSEY
CITY MINISTERING TO WILLIAM BALD, ONE OF THE PERSONS INJURED.

CONTINUOUS RAPID SHELL FIRE
LASTS FOR HOURS IN NEW YORK.

Ofﬁcials Yet Unablc to Determine Cause of
Fire Which Started Explosions of Am-
munition Intended for Entente Allies.

NEW YORK, July 31 —The detona-
tlons, which were felt in five states
early vesterday morning, began w ith

a continuous rapid fire of small shells,
then the hlowing up of great quantities
of dynamite, trinitoltunine and other
high explosives, followed by the burst-
ing of thousands aof shrapnel shell,
which literally showered the surround-
ing country and waters for many milea
around.

Flre that started soon after the first
great crash which epread death and
desclation In its wake destroyed thir-
tesn of the huge warehouses of the
Natlonal Storage Company on Black
Tom Island, in which were stored mer-
chandise valued hetween $12,000,000 and
$15,000,000, The flames, shooting into
the clouds, were reflected against New
York's “sky line” of towering office
buildings, which only a few moments
befors were shaken to their founda-
tions by Wn earthquake. Miles of
strests in Manhattan alone were sirewn
with broken glass and shattered signs.

Early reports of heavy loss of life
were impossible of verification, and the
authorities aasserted the number of
deaths probably would be amall. It
was sald that owing to the extent of
the wreckage it might be several days
before the exact figures could be ob-
tained.

Cause Not Yet Determined.
The cause of the dlsaster has not
been determined. Officlals of the Na-
tional Storage Company and the Lehigh

Valley rallway, which also suffered
heavily through loss of property, de-
clared, however, that reports to them

showed a fire satarted shortly after 1
o'clock yesterday morning on a barge
belonging to an Independent towing
company that had been moored along-
slde a dock used by the raliread com-
pany to transfer ammunition ship-
ments from trains to vessels in the
harbor.

The barge, it was said, was there
without authority either of the rall-
road or the storage company. The offi-
cials refused to disclose the name of
the independent towing company, say-
ing they were investigating "to ascer-
tain whether the harge purposely had
beaen set on fire as the result of a plot.”
A statement issued by the Lehigh Val-

ley Railroad Company, after a confer-
nee between heads of all departments
were, said:

“Thirteen brick storage warehouses
out of the twenty-four owned and op-
vrated by the Nuatjonal Storage Com-
pany and six plers owned by the stor-
#ge company and leased to the Lehigh

Valley road were destroyved. Several
others of the brick warehouses ware
badly damaged, and some minor dam-

Age was done to the Lehigh Valley
graln elevators. In addition, as far as
is known, elghtly-five loaded care were
destroved.

Removed Some Loaded Cars.

“According to the evidence obtalned
by officlals of the railroad company the
fire started at 1:05 yesterday morning
In a barge belonging to an independent
towing company which had bee&n
moored alongside the rallroad com-
panyv's dock, expressly against orders.

“M. T. Henly, night general yard-
master for the New York division of
the Lehigh Valley rallroad, was on the
pler when the fire started. He sald the
explosion, which occurred at 2:08, was
in the harge where the fire started.

“Mr. Henly's first thought was to re-
move the loaded cars on the pler from
the danger zone. He sald that when
he reached the end of the pler the
barge was burning flercely all over,
and the fire was beginning to communi-
cate Itself to some of the cars nearest
the barge.

“Two long cuts of cars were success-
fully removed from the danger zone he-
fore the rapidly =preading fire engulfed
the balance,

“It has not as yvet been definitely de-
termined just what the money loss will
be. Some 40,000 tons of raw sugar,
valued at approximately $3.400,000, is
known to be lost. It i{s believed that
the other contents of the warehouses
deatroyed will greatly increasa this
amount. There was no explosives
stored in the warehouses. Two of the
cars destroyed were loaded with
shrapnel, which would not have been a
source of danger but for outside fire.
The other cars destroyed were loaded
principally with salt and pork.

Away From Passenger Terminals.

“The scene of the explosion and fire
is in no way adjacent to the main pas-
senger and freight terminals of the Le-
high Valley railroad, either at New
York or Jersey City, and the mishap

SCENE OF GREAT EXPLOSION.

Thousands of Windows Bhattersd.

“Then W9 Pgan 10 notice, A8 we cov-
. H :

COLLAPSED BUILDINGS AND RUINS,

will not interfere with the operation of
business.”

Edmund L. Mackensle, president of the
National Storage Company, declared last
night that the plant of his concern was
valued at $7,000,000, whila the contents
of the warehouss probably were worth
$10,000,000. One of the warehouses which
remains intact, he sald, is filled with
chemicals. Beside the great quantity of
raw sugar burned, there were 24,000
bales of tobacco, much matting from
China and Japan and other merchandise.
The loss to his company and the railroad,
Mr. Mackenzie said, was partially covered
by insurance.

“As far as I hava been able to ascer-
tain, after a personal Investigation,” sald
Mr. Mackenzie, there apparently has not

n a great loss of life. This, undoubt-
edly, was due to the fact that few per-
sons live in the immediate vicinity of our
plant. There were, of course, & number
of private watchmen and firemen on the
ground at the time, but all of these, ex-
cept two, have been accounted for.”

Child Dies From the Shock.

The body of an unidentified young man
was recovered from the water off the La-
high Valley pler. A child in Jersey City,
according to the police, died from shock
after the first of the explosions. Many
men told thrilling stories of having been
blown hundreds of feet over land and
water.

Most of the =sixty or more injured
taken to Jersey City hospitals were
struck by shrapnel, falling glass or
debris. Nearly all were in the rail-
road yards or on craft moored near
the island. Included among them are
a few women and children whose
homes were on barges.

Every window in the pedestal of the
Statue=of Liberty on Bedloes Island
opposite Black Tom, was broken, and
the main door, made of iron and weigh-
ing almost a ton, was blown off its
hinges. The statue itself, however, was
not damaged, except from the rain of
shrapnel which bespattered It

Although the plant which furnished
power for Bedloes Island was shaken

1and partly put out of commission, the

famous “Light of Liberty” burned
steadily throughout the hours of ron-
fusion, flaming high above the pall of
smoke,

Liberty Statue Not Damaged.

Early reports of damage to the build-
ings on Ellis Island were exaggerated,
according to Capt. A. B. Fry. super-
vielng engineer of federal buildings
in New York. Capt. Fry sald the loss
could not exceed $50,000.

Most of the damage at the Immigra-
tion etation was caused by the force
of the explosion, which wrecked walks
and buildings and shattered windows
and doorwaye. Two barges, ablaze and
laden with shrapnel shells, had drifted
to the island from the scene of the
disaster., A munlcipal fireboat and tug
played streams of water on them from
one side and Ellls Island employes from
the other. An explosion on one of the
barges damaged the structure housing
the power plant.

Two other fire-swept craft grounded
on the southwest corner of the island,
which contains the contaglious disease
hospital., The medical staff removed
the 450 immigrants on the island to the
Battery.

Many small craft, as well as several
good sized steamers and sailing vessels,
were badly damaged. Crews on the big
ocean liners anchored out in the harbor,
or docked along the New Jersey and
New York water fronts, declared that
when the first two great explosions oc-
curred it appeared as if their vessels
were literally picked up out of the wa-
ter and then hurled back.

Police Bush to Prevent Looting.

All New York and eities within a
radius of twenty-five miles were awak-
ened by the explosions. Within an hour
6,000 telephone calls went over the po-
lice wires from exclted inquirers. Hun-
dreds of thousands of persons, many of

them scantily clad, ran excitedly
through the streets, while automobiles,

containing policemen, firemen and
others, dashed along. Detectives were
rusned to Maiden lane, the home of the

jewelry Industry, to‘ guard against
thieves. In the downtown section
countless windows were broken.

Scarcely an office bullding from the
Battery to 50th street escaped damage.

More than a score of persons, accord-
ing to the police, were injured in Man-
hattan and Brooklyn from flying glass.

Thousands of persons in Jersey City
fled to the parks after the first ex-
Eloulon. Pantc-stricken women wheeled

aby carriages about, some of them
praying and others screaming. Not until
after dawn was the scene changed
from intense excitement to calmness.
Then it was with difficulty that the
police held the crowds back from the
scene of the disaster.

The fire on Black Tom Island stillraged
last night. The large railroad yards
of the Lehigh Valley, and the reclaim-
ed meadow land for miles around, vir-
tually were covered with great piles of
wreckage, and countless shrapnel
shells, many of which had not exploded.
Thousands of persons who flocked there
from New York, Jersey City and else-
where watched hundreds of firemen at
work in the ruins of the wvast ware-
house system.

Many of the visitors carrled away
shrapnel shells as souvenirs. In soms
instances they had dug them from the
earth two or three miles away from the
scene of the explosions.

Planned to Exchange Civilians.

BERLIN, July 31, via London.—There
is a strong possibility that the question
of interned civilians will be partially
settled shortly by a decision to ex-
change all those over forty-five years
of age. It is thought that those he-
tween forty-five and fifty will be re-
leased contingent upon their ynfAitness
for active service.

Return of the President.
President Wilson returned to W,
ton early this mo!

yacht Mayflowaer, follow
down the

INTERLOPING BARGE
BLAMED FOR BLAST
AT MUNITION PIERS

(Continued from First Page.)

‘of holes, while the homes of the army
officers are stripped of their chimneys
and walls and plaster are shattered.
The loss there is estimated at $100,000,
The Statue of Liberty virtually is un-
damaged, but the doors to the pedestal
argtblsnwn in.
ories tol dby those who narro

escaped death verge on the miraculc::z
One man sayes he was blown off a
lighter into the bay and swam to Bed-
loes Island, but had to swim back
again to the Jersev shore when the
flaming barges bombarded the island.

“The air seemed to be full of flame and
I thought the end of ths world had
come,” gaid another survivor. A third
was blown fifty feet from the top of a
freight car and landed near a bullding
which fell upon him.

Damage to Btorage Property.

At least 310,000,000, probably $15,000,-
000, damage was caused by the destruc-
tion of thirteen of the eichteen ware-
houses of the National Storage Company
in glersey City, Edmund L. Mackenzie
stated today. This loss is amply coversd
by Insurance.

“It would be mere guesswork to esti-
mate the damage now,” Mr. Mackenzie
said, “but it was at least $10,000,000,
very likely much more.”

The damaged goods included 30,000
tons of raw sugar valued at between
$3,000,000 and $4,000,000 and 24,000 bales
of tobacco.

On consignments of munitions and
other supplies going to France loss
will fall on insurance companies, owing
to the fact that policies issued to the
French government cover shipments
from the beginning of the trip until
delivery. English shipments are in-
sured only “in water side” in New
York, while in the case of shipments to
Russia policies are written both ways.

I C. C. INSPECTOR PROBES.

Examining to See if Fire Following
Explosion Was Due tp Violation.
Frank McNanamy, chief inspasctor of

the Interstate commerce commission, is

making a thorough examination to see If
destruction of property following the ex-
plosion of war munitions at New York
yesterday morning comes under the explo-

sive act and regulations promulgated by
the commission.

This announcément was made this aft-
ernocn by Secretary McGinty of the com-
mission, and was taken by the commis-
slon on advices that thirteen storage
warehouses out of twenty-four owned by
the National Storage Company and six
plers owned by the same company and
leased to the Lehigh Valley railroad had
been destroyed Sunday morning by a fire
following the explosion.

PRAISES COL. SLOCUM
FOR COLUMBUS ACTION

Special Inspector Makes Report on
Attack by Villa Band
Lasi March.

High commendation for Col. Herbert
J. Slocum and his men of the 13th Cav-
alry for thelr “prompt and wvalorous
action” In repulsing and pursuing
Villa and his bandits when they at-
tacked Columbus, N. M, last March is
given in a speclal inspector's report on
the incident, which the War Depart-
ment announced today haid been ap-
proved by Becretary Baker.

The raid, which brought relations
between the United States and the de
facto government of Mexico to a crisls
and caused the dispatch of Gen. Persh-
ing’s punitive expedition, was investi-
gated at the department's order by an
officer of the inspector general's office
attached to the staff of Gen. Pershing.
The report, which is concurred in by
Gen Funston and Gen. Pershing, dis-
poses finally of the incident so far as
the department is concerned.

The bandits, several hunderd strong

and commanded by Villa himself, crept
upon Columbus under cover of darkness,
attacked the small force of cavalry at Col
Slocum’s headquarters and looted the
town before they were driven off. There
has been a disposition even among army
officers to criticise Col. Slocum for being
lulled Into a false sense of security and
permitting himself to be surprised.
The inspector’s report said: “I recom-
mend that Col. Slocum be advised that
no stigma rests upon his conduct of
command at Columbus, N. M., at the
time of Villa's attack, and that he and
his command are highly commended for
thelr prompt and valorous action in the
repulse of Villa's forces and the pur-
suit of the sama."

Makes an Appeal for Casement.

Though he felt himself unable to vote
for the Senate resolution requesting
the British government to exercise
clemency toward Irish rebel prisoners,
Benator Lodge of Massachusetts has
made a personal appeal to Sir Ceell
Bpri -!;1 the British ambassador, in

ONCE AGAIN SEEKS
PROHIBITION IND. C.

]
(Confinusd from First Page.)

ert G. Smith and Henry § Baker have
dons all these things.

“What will the board do now? 1t
Henry 8. Baker is confirmed the Ben-
ate ghould apologize to Gen. Smith and
ask the President to withdraw Mr.
Cummings’ name and again appoint
Gen. Smith, in order that the Inexcusa-
ble and perverted administration of
the excise law, which seems to meet
with his approval, for which he has
been condemned by the Senate com-
mittes and the Senate {tself, may be
continued.

““There I8 no interest =o corrupt in its
influence as the liguor traMe. Its Insidi-
ous agents delve the deepest and risa the
highest to serve its ends and accomplish
ita purposes., No one has a good word
for it, and vet its power is almost with-
out limit. 1t prevents legislation and
nullifies it when enacted. It controls pub-
le officials directly or indirectly and de-
fies public sentiment openly and brazenly.

Powerful in High Places.

*“Tte power and influence weres never so
plainly manifested and mnever reached
higher sources than here in the capltal
of the nation. The time has come for a
plain statement of the facts in order that
the people of the country may know what
has been done here in the highest places
of trust, honor and responsibility.

“The conditions In the District of Co-
lumbia were such a few years ago as to
arouse a public sentiment for & more
stringent regulation of the liquor traflic
here. Five or six hundred saloons were
doing business They were massed about
the public schools, confronted public in-
etitutions, were in close proximity to
houses of religlous worship, and wers
scattered all through the residential sec-
tion of the capital of the nation.

“To remedy these and many other de-
plorable conditions the excise law of
1913 was passed after overcqgming the
power and extreme methods followed
and used by the liquor elementa to
prevent its enactment.

“The act placed the enforcement of
the law in the hands of an exclse
board of three memhbers to be appoint-
ed by tb~ President. He was not
regtricted to any section of the coun-
try or in a partisan way in the selec-
tion of the members of this board. It
was thought that the President in the
selection of men to administer a law
fn the interest of temperance and good
morals in the capital of this great
nation would be bevond the reach of
the baneful influence of the liquor In-
terests.

Expectations Not Fulfilled.

“It was believed that the President
of the United States would consider
carefully the character of the law to
be enforeced, the purpose to be accom-
plished and the moral sentiment of
the community to be regarded. It
was thought that the President would
seek to appoint men upon the exclse
board who would administer the law
in the interest of temperance, morality
and the welfare of the community.
This has not thus far been done.

“The law was not, and was not intend-
ed to be, a prohibltion measure. Those
interested in its passage did not desire
any fanatical enforcement of its pro-
visions. They simply asked for a fair,
reasonable and sincere administration
of the spirit and letter of a law under
which not more than three hundred
galoons might be permitted in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. They did not urge
the selection of any particular individu-
al, but they did urge the President to
appoint men who would be in favor
of the enforcement of the spirit and
letter of the law, and suggested a list
of names, any of whom would be sat-
lsfactory to them. None of these men
was selected.

“Three men were named without any
consultation with the friends of the
law. Upon the presentation to the
President of certain facts with refer-
ence to two of the nominees, which
would have been called to his atten-
tion If any inquiry had been made, their
names were recalled by the FPresident
The third appointee was from New
Jersey., He was not considered very
satisfactory, but It was understood that
he was the personal seleciion of the
President, and no objection was made
and he was confirmed. Two others were
nominated without consultaiton with
friends of the law. Their attitude was
rot known. There was no special rea-
son to warrant serious objection and
they wsre confirmed.

Nullification of the Law.

“One of these two ‘was an attorney.
Largely through his influence, rules
were adopted which in some instances
nullified the plaln provisions of the
law, and in every case the saloon in-
terest was favored and all doubts re-
solved for ite benefit. i

“Afterward this attorney resigned and
became a regular practitioner before
the board of which he had‘been a mem-
ber. The facts warrant the assump-
tion that he had special influence with
the board In securing ,-licenses and
transfers which should have been acted
upon by the board without the inter-

vention of any attorney.

“It was shown In court that he had
entered intc a contract to secure & li-
cense for which he and another party
were to be paid $5,500. This contract
was held by the court to be against
publle policy. This attorney continued
to appear before the board, and, from
general rumor, has been able to secure
licenses and transfers from the board
when others have failed.”

Senator Jones sald that the malad-
ministration of the board was so fla-
grant that charges weare made against
It on the floor of the Senate, and that
Senator Martine of New Jersey, wh2
proclaimed himself “no prohibitionist,
offsred a resolution on the floor of the
Senate pmvldtng for an investigation
of the charges by a special committee
of the Senate. The Senate adopted the
resolution and the Investigation was
made. Senator Jones detailed the re-
port of the committee, with its findings
of evasions and perverslons of the law
on the part of the board..

MEET TO DISCUSS COST
OF NEWSPRINT PAPER

Bcarcity and High Price Subject of
Hearing Before Federal Trade
Commission.

Representatives of the National Edl«

torial Association and newspaper pub-
lishers from various parts of the coun-
try conferred here today preparatory
to their hearing tomorrow befors the
tederal trade commission regarding the
scarcity and high price of newsprint
pnﬁer. Only newspaper publishers will
be heard tomorrow; the manufacturers
will be given a hearing later.
John Clyde Oswald of the American
Printer, representing New York pub-
lishers; A. Nevin Pomeroy, superine
tendent of state printing of Pennsyl-
vania; J. H. Zerby of Pottsville, Pa,
chairman of the National Editorial
Association's committee; Robert L. Mc-
Leon, representing FPhiladelphia pub-
lishers, and representatives of the Pitts-
burgh Daily Publishers’ Association
probably will be the first witnesses,

EMPEROR FRANCIS JOSEPH
AGAIN IS REPORTED ILL

LONDON, July 31.—~Emperor Francis
Joseph of Austria caught a severe chiil
while inspecting his troops, says a
vienna dispatch forwarded to London
by the correspondent at The Hague of
the Telegraph Company.

His majensty is described as being very




