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CERMANS DELIVER
VIOLENT ATTACKS
* (N VERDUN FRONT

Repulsed With Serious Losses,
According to Paris War
Office Statement.

FRENCH TAKE POSITIONS
NORTH OF RIVER SOMME.

Capture Strongly Organized Wood,
Seizing Numerous Guns and
Other War Material.

BRITISH BEAT OFF ATTACKS

Not Only Hold Ground Conguered
Saturday, But MaKe Further
Gains, According to
London.

PARIS, August 21, noon.—The
Germans delivered a violent at-
tack on Fleary, near Verdun, last
night, using flaming liquid, but
without result, says the war office
statement today.

That severe fighting had been
resumed at Verdun was indicated
vesterday, when the war office an-
nounced that the Germans had
made a determined effort to re-
capture the village of Fleury from
the French. The Germans were
repulsed with severe losses, the
official statement said: ’

French Gain on Somme.

It was announced also that the French
had carried a strongly organized wood
between Guillemont and Maurepas, tak-
ing & large quantity of war material.

Today's war office communication is
as follows: >

“North of the Somme in addition to
the Important captures of material
mentioned yesterday, we took six fleld
guns in the wood which our troops
carried yesterday between Maurepas
and Guillemont.

*During the night there were violent
artillery actions on the Somme front.

"On the right bank of the Meuse (Ver-
dun front) the Germans yesterday, to-
ward the close of the day, delivered a
powerful attack, accompanied by the
use of flaming lilquids, against Fleury.
Our curtain of fire and infantry fire

obliged the enemy to stop short, and
imflicted serious losses on him.”

German Advance Halted.

LONDON, August 21, 4:11 pm—
Strong German detachments drove back
British coveéering patrols northwest of
High wood, on the Somme front, this
morning. bput were stopped when they
came under the fire of the British posi-
tions west of the wood, says today's
war office statement. Bombing attacks
on High wood were repulsed.

+ The British official communication deal-
ing wits the operations in France Sunday
says.

“About noon Sunday the enemy de-
livered a strong attack on the new line
which we have established for about
half a mile from the western corner
of High wood. FHe succeeded in
reaching this line at certain points,
bul was driven out again by our In-
fantry, who immediately reoccupied the
trenches,  Subsequently hostlle at-
tzeks broke down under our artillery

fire
“North of Razartin-la-Petit we gained
a lurther nortion of enamy trenches.
“The ersemy heavily shelled different
poriions of aur front, especially High
waood, iame! and Mailly. Elsewhere
there was nothing of impertance.”

Britisk Near Martinpuich.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES IN
FRANCE, August 21, viz London, 1:30
p.m.—Not only have the British Leld
ail the gmins made in the Saturday at-
tack through the critical second day
and mnight following it, but they have
made another Important gain. This
morning they ars within 509 vards of
Martinpuich as a result of taking a
trenck whieh had held them up be-
tween Pozlerss and High wood,

In this poesitlon., whils tha =itish
had been creeplng up om hoth Aanks,
vielous attacks and counter aliacks
raged for weeks German resistance,
strengthened after the loss nf Pozieres,
had to yleld at iast to the incessant
hammering.

Berlin Says Enemy Failed.

BERLIN, August 2i, via London, 5.39 |°f Bulsarians
p.m._Attacks on German positions jn | '00icated the W

tie Bomme and Verdun sectors yester-

[TALY NOW SENDING
FORCE T0 BALKANS

Disembarking of Troopg at
Saloniki Reported to Be
Already Under Way.

BULGARIAN ARMY MOVING
TOWARD PORT OF KAVALA

Reports Indicate That Engagement
Continues With Infensity Over
Extended Front.

PARIS, August 21, 1:10 p.m.—
Italian troops began to disem-
bark at Saloniki yesterday, says
a Havas dispatch from that point.

On leaving their ships, the dis-
patch says, the Italians passed
through Saloniki to camp, pre-
ceded by military bands of the
allies and cheered by the popu-
lace.

Bulgars Advance on Kavala.

Bulgarian troops are advancing
toward the Greek seaport of Kavala,

it was announced yesterday. They
have seized two Greek forts. At sev-
eral points along the front new en-

zagements have bheen fought.

"An Athens dispatch says the Bul-
garian forces have already pushed their
outposts to a point seven miles from
Kavala. The Greek government has
ordered three divisions of the Greek
army still remaining in the vicinity
of Drama and Serres to retire before
the Bulgarian advance.

The Greek port of Kavala is on the
Aegean sesa, eighty miles northeast of
Saloniki and twenty miles west of the
Bulgarian border. It is some distance
to the northeast of the eastern ex-
tremity of the fighting front, which ex-

tends from the Gulf of Orfani to the
vicinity of Monastir.

' General Engagement Continues.

Reports from Saloniki show that the
general engagement which began Fri-
day is continuing with intensity over
an extended front from Florina, near
Monastir, to the River Struma. This
repregents an irregular line nearly 150
miles long.

Gen. Sarrail is directing the united
operations of the allies, with Gen. Cor-
donnier commanding the French. The
operations have been long expected
as a part of the allies’ co-ordinated of-
fensive of all fronts. They fellow the
arrival of Gen. Cordonnier after ex-
tended conferences with officials here.

Advices received In Paris indicate
that the Germans and Bulgarians are
seeking to anticipale the movement by
taking the offensive on the left, where-
the Serbians had moved up to within
twenty-five miles of Monastir, holding
Florina as an observation post. Their
orders were not to attempt to retain
Florina if they were attacked. The
Serbian war office says the Bulgarians
were thrown back on the old positions,
but that later the Serbians, following
instructions, evacuated Florina, which
the Bulgarians then occupied.

A dispatch from Saloniki says the
Greek ilitaary authorities have
agreed Mo withdraw their troops from
eight villages near the frontier.

Consternation at Athens.

ATHENS, August 19, via London, Au-
gust 21.—The Bulgarian occupation of
Florina caused consternation in the
capital and hasty conferences of the
king, the general staff and members of
the cabinet.

The advance of the German and Bul-
garian forces in the direction of Kavala
also is causing disquiet, although the
impression is general that this move-
ment is a mere political maneuver cal-
culated 1o influence Rumania and af-
fect the Greel: elections.

UNFAIR TAXATION
OF INTANGIBLES

No Inc'rease of Personalty Tax
Without Decrease of Realty !
and Business Taxes. |

A

CITY TOTAL TAX BURDEN
ALREADY HEAVY ENOUGH

To Work Equitable Tax Readjust-
ment Decreases of Excessive Realty
and Business Taxes Must Be
Simultaneous With Increase

of Personal Tax Burden.

BY THEOPORE W. NOYES.

Editorial Correspondence of The Star.

If a tax on Intangibles 1= imposed |l|
Washington, it should be in remljmlt-i
ment and not in increase of the aggre-
gate locnl tax buarden, which the joint
congressional committee, after thor-
ough consideration, has declared to bei
heavy enough, no more than which canm |
equitably be exacted.

In any readjustment of this tax bor-
den the wishes of the unrepresented
taxpayers should be given primary con-
sideration. Provided the necessary
amount of tax revenue Is raised, the
forms of taxation should be those to
which the people are aecustomed,
which, from habit, seem to them the
least burdensome, and which for this
reason, it may safely be assumed, they
prefer.

In nubstituting a tax on intangibles
for some other tax now locally applied,
care should be taken that the new iax
is fairer and more effective, causing
lens friction than the one for which It
ix wubstituted. In this connection con-
sideration should be glven to the fact
that the tax on intangiblex inevitably
Incks umniform application; that a tax
on Invisible property falls the lightest
on those who are most expert In swin-
dling concealment and heaviest on the
truthful and the honest. ‘

(1) In the interest of equity amd of
the small taxpayers, a tax on Intan-

! xibhles, IT one is imposed., should be at
such a low rate asx mot to drive away

=

—

ALL DRESSED UP AND NOWHERE

TO GO. |

the very Iarge heoldings of Intangible
property, leaving thix new tax to fall |
on men of moderate means who are |
tied to Washington and pe. |

2) In the Interest of the man of |
small means, the borrower rather thaw |
the lender, double taxation of the aame |
property, ax in case of a tax on mert-
gsagen, sheuld be avoided.

(3) If it in decided that a lighti rate
of tax on Intangihlen must equitably be |
imposed, the taxes omitted in the re- |
adjastment nhould he earefully selected '
as those least eguitable. !

{a) The ¥y itax might
be somewhat relieved, primarily in the
intereat of the smnil property holder,
by the exemption from taxation (as in
New Zealand) of several thousand dol-
Iars of realty Improvemenits.

{(h) The license taxes on ocempations,
more burdensome here than In mont |
elties, might well be reduced or elimi- |
nated. !

(e) The rate of the tax on the gross
earnings of banks and trust compa-
nies In much higher than in other eities. |
Jt ix higher than the rate dmposed here ;
on public wuwtility corporations, which
enjoy (nx the banking Inatitutions do |
not), valuahle exciunive privileges
from the public. The rate imposed om |
ithe public utilities corporations in Itnelf |
high comparcd with similar taxes In |
other eitlen. The plainest equity de- !
mands that the rate of thisx tax on
banks and trust companies should be
materially reduced.

The winest, faireat treatment of the |
tax question would be to make no|
change until after a earcful coguidera-
tion by a joint committee of all the '

1
|

excessive realt

equities and all fhe facts. But If the
hasty action of the Senate compels an
immedinte readjustment, Washington
petitions Congresn to moke such read-
justment approximnately wise and fair,
apd to this end to give sympathetie
conxiderntion te every reasonahle sug-
gestion of what rquity demands.

Our Aggregate Tax Burden Cannot |

Equitably Be Increased.

Bulgar Report of Fighting.

BERLIN, August 21, hw wireiess to
Sayville, N. Y.—The Bulgarian head-
quariers statement of August 7, cov-

ering eveants preceding the occupation
of Florina and reporting renzwal of
the fight!rg in the Dwoiran lske regiun,
SRYE: " =

“The entire 17th French Cavalry dj-
vision participated in the previousiy
reported bhattle of August 15,

“The enemy's artillery contipned {ts
fire! ageinst our positions south and
weat of Lake Doiran. His infantry at-
tacked at two points. but met with
keavy losses when coming within range
of our fire and wag forced to retreat.”

Means War With Germany.

Active participatioan by Ttallan lroops
in the Baloniki campaign would mean
the existence of 4 state of war between
Germany and italy. Germany is direct-
ing the operations azalnst the allies on
this front, and asx the official German
reports show, has forces there, Some
Ausirian troops alse probably are emn-
ployed, and possibly Turks, but the
major portion of the army is made up

RHercent reports have
fthdrawal of Austrian
tronps Trom the Bailkans for use on

dzy resulted fn failure, the war office | "° Jtusstan angd Ttallen fronts

announced today. The
own:

“North of the Somme scveral desul-

stut=meatl fol-

tory utiacks went of Foureaux ,“mh.l.-»:llonikl front,

woul, on ithe Clery-Maricourt

'trave 2 fgree of some
| ¥rench and Serbian

As the cntente ullies are believed 1o
00,000 British,
troups on the
the sending of rejin-
reenients at this time, Just after the

fo

roud, | sening of hostilities on a lurge scale,

miade by strong infaniry forces of the would indicate that the allies have em-
cnelay from Owillers and Pozieres, and | Larked on 2 campaign of extensive pro-

hand grenade attacks nea® Maurepas VOrtions.

were 1epulsed.

“Cra the right bank of the Meuse ( Ver-
dun front) enemy forcés which were
rerdy 19 .iake an attack northwest of
Thigims il work were prevented by our
nrtillery jire from carrving out their
osbject. At Thiaumoat work ttself and
near Fleury strong hand grenade par-

ties were shot down by our infantry
uﬁ_ machine gun fire.
umerous undertakings atiempted

by reconnoitering detachments of the
eneuy were without result.

Attacks by German patrols north of
Vermelles and near Festubert and Em-
bermenil were successful. In the Ar-
gonne lively mining operations were
carried out on both sides. By the ex-
plosion. of 2 mine we destroyed a con-
siderable portion of the enemy's posi-
tion on Combres height.

“On Ostend (Belgium) a British hy-
dromeroplune was royed by our fire
and a -3 e was shot
down.

“In an werial engagement a Britigh
biplane was brought down southeast of

!Retail Credit Men Open Convention.

OMAHA, Neb, August 21.—The Na-
tiona! Retail Credit Men's Association
opened a three-day session here today
with ahout 300 delegates present. The
establishment of clearing houses for re-
tail credit information was one of the
jmportant subjects to be discussed.
Some= delegates favor one centrai bu-
reau for this purpose, but others want
several In different parts of the coun-
try.

$150,000 Fire Loss in Virginia Town
Special Mapatch to The Star.

RICHMOND, Va., August 21.—Fire
early this morning destroyed the busi-
ness section of Drakes Branch, seventy
railes from Richmond. About a dozen

stores and warehouse were burned. The
losa is about $150,000. This is the le?;

ond time the place has
tem Years,

el

The greatest beneflt which the Tistriot
{derived from the investigations of the
| Jeint  congressional committee was the
| resulting careful and !thorough compari-
!!Gﬂ of the tax burdens of Am an cities, |
| measuced by the right siandsid, and the
deliberars decision, anneunced by the
i{_’.Dl’)Il’l‘i!ll‘P. that the Washingtonian's city

tax burden 18, in the aggregate, as large
a9 tha: imoosad in comparzble American
Peities, apd that, therefore, no more than

‘this sggremate shouil equitably be ex-
| acteq.
What was before the joint commitiea
upon which to base thizs just conclusion?
Chairman Chilton sald in the Sanate de-
bate that the statistival foundation of
the commliitee’'s conclusions was “the |
compleie report’” concerning comparative |
taxation, which begins at pzge 207 of the !
Iteport of the Hearings of the Joint Com-
| mittee. The census office flgures, thus
| audopted and treaied as authoritative by
| the joint commitiee, are thoee utilized in
| this correspondence.
| The census items of the aggregate city
| tax burden are (1) realty taxes, (2) per-
sonalty taxes, and (3) “‘other’” taxes, in-
cluding “business” tuxes.
| In the Distriet the realty tax has alwavs
| been high und the personalty tax low. In
| 1802 Congress stiffened the personalty tax,
put life and force into the law and largely
| increased the revenue from such taxes.
Al the instance of the 5;0“5[1.!3. however,
| no tax was placed upon intangibles, but

many and large license taxes on
oceupations, wrd heavy taxes on
the gross earnings of public wutil-
itles and banking corporations were

| substituted in its place. If the tax on
| intangibles, omitted In 1902 at the Senate’'s
| instance, is now, also at the Henate's
finstauce, Lo be restored, the substitute
'Ior the tax on intangibles, which In 1902
L“"“ enncted, should now, in fairness, be
eliminated or correspondingly reduced.
This readjustment is rendered equitable
not only by what occurred in 1902, Lut
by the very recent decision to which I
have referred, by the authorized agent of
Congress, the joinl committee, that the
aggregate tax burden of the District
(without regard to its separate items) is
wlread sutliciently large and should net
be increased.

ot us analyze some of the com-
parative figures which were submitted
to the joint committee and which
convinced it that Washington was al-
ready as heavily tax-burdened in the
aggregiule as other comparable cities,
and thdt this total burden could nog
equitably be made heavier,

In comparing the items constituting
the total city tax  burden—that jg,
realty, personalty and “other” taxes—
it is necessary to explain that while
al the District building and In other
municipalities such a tax as that on
the gross earnings of public utilities
and some other corporations is treateq
as a personal tax on the franchises of
these corporations, In the cenays
office, on the contrary, these taxes are
classift not as taxes on personalty,
put as “business taxes,” with the ex-
traordinary and paradoxical result
that Washington, which, as compare
he great commerrinl eities, an-
is bur-

A%

dened with a maximum of so-called
business taxes.

The following table compares the per
capita realty tax, the per capita total
property tax and the per capita munici-
pal receipts from all taxes in eleven

typical American cities, including
Washington:
- = 3 =
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Chieago ......... 11.77 18.60 46
Philadelphin ... 14.06 14.07 15.18
Cleveland ..... 10.86 16.08 17.49
Baltimore ... 11.81 15.39 17.156
Milwaukee 13.43 16.78 19.21
N Orl R R R [
I:' o - 14.68 16.00 2::!0
Mi: is . 12.07 18.88 18,
Indnt:‘;mlu: . 10.24 13.67 14.40
Louisville ...... veee  B50 14.77 18.57
Comparison with}
Washington  of |
the number of 0 maore o more 1 more
cities with per F10 1ess 5 leax ¥ less

rapita more or|
less. 4

Let us trace the factors in the make-
up of the tax burdens in this small list
of large cities and compare them. In
total tax burden, however measured,
the aleven cities find themselves very
close together, but there s considerable
variation in the welght of different ele-
ments of this burden. TFor instance,

Washington’s burden is heavily on
| realty (14.62), lightly on Derﬁunalix
(1.38) and heavily on “other taxes

(4.02), on account of the census inclu-
sion under this head (instead of under
personal taxee) of the tax on the gross
earnings of public utilities and some
other corporations. Its heavy tax on
realty exceeds that of all the other tan
citles When personalty tax is added,
five cities gcpahead of it on the total—
Chirago, Cleveland, Milwaukee, Newark
and Minneapolhis—Ileaving Philadeiphia,
Baltiracre. New Orleans, [udianapolis

and Leuisvilie still hel.ln_(.i it. When re-
ceipts from all municipa! taxes are
compared. Washington goes ahead

again of all the eities but Chicagn.

Comparison With Many Cities.

If we broaden i(he range of eitics to
pe compared with Washington the les-
son taught by the comparisons Is the
same: Washington bears a very heavy
realty tax, & very light personaity tax,
about the average of the property tax,
including really =znd personalty, and
very heavy “business” taxes;
its asgregate of per capita muuicipal
taxes, Ilts total city tax-burden, to ex-
ceed most other romparable cities.

Thus comware Washington with the
other £2:y-seven American eclties hav-
ing over 100,000 population. (Group A
of the joint committee tables.) Ten of
these cities have a larger realty per
capita tax levy and forty-seven a
smaller.

Of the group of neighboring citles
(Group 1)—Baltimore, Richmond, Wil-
mington, Norfolk, Wheeiing, Hunting-
ton, Roanoke, Portsmouth and Lynch-
burg, not one has so large a per capita
realty tax as Washington. Nor has any
one of the southern group (Group 2)—
New Orleans, Atlanta, Birmingham, San
Antonio, Dallas, Houston, Fort Worth,
Savannah, Jacksonville, Charleston,
Mobile and Little Rock. Nor has any
one of the northern-central or middie
western group (Group 3)—Chicago,
Cleveland, Detroit, Milwaukee, Cinein-
nati, Indiadapolis, Loulsville, Colum-
bus, Toledo, Memphis, Dayton, Grand
Rapids and Nashville.

When personal taxes are added to
realty taxes to constitute the total
property tax the per capitas vary ma-
terially on account of Washington's
llght personal tax. Of the fifty-seven
cities of Group A twenty-fo have a
highsr per capita tax and thirty-three
a lower. Of the neighboring citles one
is higher and eight lower; of the sonth-

n cities two are higher and ten are

lowsr, and of the northern-central
‘mﬁ‘rp five are higher and eight are
iower.

Ancther step, adding all other city
taxes to those on realty and personalty,
causes eleven cities of Group A to show
a higher per capita of total city tax re-
ceipts and forty-six a lower. None of the
neighboring or southern group of cities
has & larger per capita under this head,
and only two of the thirteen northern-
central cities.

These comparisons are summarized
vividly in the following table: ¥

Per capita comparisons of Washing-
ton with four groups of *m"m

0%'.,-.,“’ A, Aifty-seven other cities over

100,000 in 0]
G.ra,upi 1, nine
30,000 in 'po| o I
Group 2, twelve southern oities over
sn 000 In pooulation. ~ . y
3, thirteen northern-central cities

making ;

n.
.d'h_h. boring cities over|tax

over 100,000 in population.
Number Number
of cities of cities

Basis of comparison. Grodp. higher. lower.
: A 10 4T
1. Per capita realty 1 0 &
tax Jevy ........ % 2 L] 12.
3 L 13
A 24 a3
2. Per capita total 1 1 B
property tax levy. -] b 10
L 3 ] 8
Of the l%ﬂlh‘
over in
L mﬁ 42 have ’
P fa- °
m lower.
44
8. Per capita municipal ‘: l‘l; 9
receipts from all o 0 12
IBTE8 .....eiinna L 3 2 11

Analysis of City Tax Burdens.

The total city tax burdens~ of six
typical American cities are made up
of the following factors:

Person- Other

* Realty, alty. faxes. Total,
Washingten . ... 1.88 4.0 ”.00
Cleveland .. a.14 1.40 17.49
Baltimore . 3.98 1.76 17.50
Milwankes . 3.356 242 19.21
Lonisville 5.27 2,10 16.87
Uhicago . 4,83 5.86 22,48
Washington's total city tax burden:

is declared by the joint congreasional
committee to be heavy enough, not
equitably to be increased. The Senate
has now noted the fact disclosed by
the above table that Washington per-
sonalty contributes less toward the
total tax than in many other cities,
because (Congress in 1902 refrained
from taxing intangible personalty &nd
imposed instead extraordinarily heavy
licenge taxes and taxes on the gross
earnings of certain corporations. The
Senate now proposes that Congress
shall increase Washington's personalty
tax contribution in conformity with
the percentage of such taxes con-
tributed in other cities. 1f Congress
increases this tax to conform to the
practice in other cities, must It not
also in equity reduce Washington’s
excessive realty tax contribution and
its “other taxes'" contribution to con-
form also to the practice in other
citles? =

If the proper aggregate tax burden
is ecarried what difference does it
make to anybody out of “Washington
whether the ecapital community meeta
that obhligation with a heavy tax on
realty and on business and a light tax
on personalty, or with a heavy tax on
personalty and a lighter tax on realty
and on husiness?

Burely it i= not proposed by alien
tax gatherers by a taxing body in
which Washington taxpayers are mnot
represented, to exact from the helpleas
capital community every form of tax
applied in any other American ecity
and under each tax to burden the
Washington taxpayer with the high-
est rate anywhere Imposed.
Washington bears a heavier per cap-
ita aggregate city tax burden than
Cleveland, Baltimore, Milwaukee and
Louisville,. What difference does it
make that its personalty contributes
much lesz toward this total "burden
than the personalty in these other cities
if its realty and business taxes con-
tribute far more? «

And will any leglslative body, en-
deavoring to do equity, increase Wash-

ington's personalty tax burden to the]

point endured in these other cities
without at the same time reducing the
realty tax and the husiness taxes to
conform to those imposed in these
other citles?

Ought not & community fe meet lin
tax obligations by the methods which
it preferaf Does not every self-tax-
ing community exercine this privilege!?
Ought not Congress in taxing the un-
represented District fo ascertain fts
wishen In respect to forms of taxation,
and approximate conditions to those
which wounld exist If the capital com-
munity were self-taxing?t

If the District wished to raise its
necessary revenue by a dsingle tax on
land values should it not on American
principles be permitted to do s0o? Why
should It not be permitted tqg raise this
necessary revenue in the way to which
it |s accustomed by a- heavy tax on
really and business and a llght tax on
personalty until it asks itself for a
readjustment? It le perfectly natural
for a congressman to think that the
objects and rates of taxation of his
own city are those which should apply
in the nation's city, and to declare, for
instance: “My constituents pay a tax
on intangibles; there is no reason w
Washingtonians should not be similarly
taxed.” But, as we have seen from
the census figures, there are no two
American cities which tax the same
objects and at the same rates. It is
impoesible Tor Washington's tax sched-
ule to orm to all of 'the widely
and radically varying schedules of
other American cities. Sinoe it cannot
conform to all it should not be reguired
to cgnform to any, Its equitable total
fixed, and then

community itself finds the least bur-
densome.

If, howaver, Congress- will imme-
diately readjust the burden eof local
taxation it must, in orden to be fair,
give the relief from excessive and in-
equitable taxes at the same moment
that it adds the new tax upon intangi-
bles. Benator Gallinger peinted out the
extraordinary and exzcessive licensa
taxes imposed in the District, and sug-
gested that they-shonld be reduced or
eliminated # the tax on intangibles

to posed. In the same con-

ion a reduction of the excessive
realty taxes, especially in their appli-
cation to small prbperty owners, Was
suggested. And running through the
whole Senate debate was the thought,
not of an Increase of the tax burden of
the small property owner and tax-
payer, but a readjustment of this
burden, which, so far as he is con-
cerned, should cause it to be even more
earily borne. But If the promised re-
adjustment is to be carried out in good
faith the offsetting decreases in taxa-
tlon must be made simultaneously with
the increases. If the latter gare en-
acted now, and the former are post-
poned, they are likely never to be
made.

It may be possible to adjust the pres-
ent District tax burden more equitably,
more uniformly, with greater fairness
to the small property owner. This re-
adjustment should not be attempted or
carried out in such clumsy and in-
equitable fashion that the result is
simply to inecrease for everybody, small
taxpayers and large ,taxpayers alike,
the over-heavy tax burden now Im-
posed. The broad principle upon which
Washington rests_lts petition in equity
is that if a tax on intangibles is en-
acted for the District it should be so
framed as to be a readjustment of the
local tax burden and not an Iinerease
of It.

All of the farin and figures demon-
atrate that Washington’s light persem-
alty tax, due to the exemption of Im-
tangibles, is more than offset by the
heavier tax on realty, and by heavier
“bunsiness tnxes” than in comparable
clties, mand that if revenues from per-
nonalty taxes (which are now lighter
than im comparahlie American cities)
are Increased ma proposed there should
be = corresponding reductiom in the
excesaive realty tax (asn by the exemp-
tion from taxation of a limited amount
of realty improvements) and by cutting
down or ell i the burd -
cenne taxes om eoccupations, including
a reduction of the excemnive and ineq-
ultable rate of taxmtlon on the gross
enrningw of banks and trust companiés,

Usually Americans tax themselves for
apecific purposes, in the way most easily
borne by them. with an accurate adjust-
ment of rate and assesament to raise
as mnearly as possiblie the exact amount
required. Here the necessary tax total
under the law Is one-half of the amount
that Cong'ress is willing to authorize to
be expended each year on the Nationaul
Capital. Washington is accustomed to
raise this amount b¥ a heavy realty tax,
under an assessment much higher than
that of the average American city, and
by a comparatively light perzonal tax.

This method.of taxation imposes, as we
have seen. a net burden of tax levy upon
the Washingtonian heavier than that im-
posed upon the vast majortty of Amerl-
can citles containing over 30,000 popula-
tion and at least as heavy as that of the
average American ecity approximating
Washington in population; and this tax
system raises the amount of revenue
which Is and will be required from the
local taxpayers under the organic act.

Why change this system to which
taxpayers have become accustomed
and which raises the needed revenune?
Why increase the comparatlvely light
personal tax burden, for instance, un-
lesa a corresponding reduction is pro-
posed in the excessively high real es-
tate tax burden? Why vote that the
per: 1 tax a nt be extended to
intangible personal property, if the
local taxpayers prefer that the reve-
nues be raised from realty and tangible
‘personal property taxes instead, on the
theory that these taxes are the fairest,
the most uniform, the most easily and
accurately ascertaindd, and the most
readily collected of any that could be
imposed? Why should not Congress,
the constitutionally chosen local legis-
lature of Washington, act as sym-
pathetic representatives of these peo-
ple, whose interests are intrusted ex-
clusively to their legislative protection,
and devise and put in operation or pre-
serve and keep in o?erntlon means of
raising the needed local tax revenue
which will pinch the least, which will
‘be the most popular or the least un-

" B will create the mini-
mum of friction and dlscontent? Why,
on the contrary, should Congress be
tgmp:‘ed '50 pllqorth:u oriental (301: the
American) role en, deapotic tax-

searchi for In order to
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3 _extort money from help-
s taxpayers, whgl_e taxation {s with-
ut representation?- :

RUSSIANS FORGING
WAY INTO HUNGARY

Pressing Forward Vigorously
Through Two Passes of
the Carpathians.

GAINS ON STOKHOD LINE
CLAIMED BY PETROGRAD

Capture of Guns and l[mﬁtionq of
War in Galician Eng:_\g'e-
ments Announced.

PETROGRAD, August 21, via
London, 2:45 p.m.—The Russians
are pressing forward vigorously
through two of the Carpathian
passes which lead to Hungary.
Following the announcement last
week of advances in the vicinity
of Korosmezo, which is just over
the border in Hungary, the war
office today reported gains in the
pass east of thjs region, leading
south from Kuty.

Points on Boundary Taken.

The capture of Jablonitza and Feres-

kul, on the Cheremosh river, which
forms the boundary between Galicia
and Bukowina, is announced. Ja-

blonitza is about twenty miles north
of the Hungarian border.

“In the region of Kuty,” the state-
ment says, “we occupled the villages
of Fereskul and Jablonitza, on the
river Cheremosh, and several heighta
west of Fereskul. Stubborn attacks
by the enemy on the heights south-
weat of Tomnakik mountain were re-
pelled by our fire.”

Advance on the Stokhod.

The Russians have made further
advances at some points along the
Stokhed line, where they broke through
the Austro-Hungarian defenses Ilast
week, the war office announced today.

The capture of more than 1,350 men
in this region in two days is reported.

The announcement follows:

“0On the River Stokhod in the regiom
of Kovel and Rudka-Chervische, fight-
i:dg continues. Our troops made further

\r:nceaiat t;?me :g:t;ﬂ d‘l‘.‘l;e total of
captures in 8 Ie and Sat
urday was sixteen officers more
w".& 1':1"‘-‘0 ltolﬁéeﬂ_- eighteen

e ook one ecamnon,
machine guns, four bomb mortars, four
search 1 ts and a large number of
shells, cartridges and rifles. In the re-
gion of Lubleszow, on the , &
captive balioon was set afire by our

artillery.”
Admits Foe Crossed Stokhod.
BERLIN, August 20, via London,

August 21.—Today's anneuncement re-
specting the eastern front reports that
Russian troops at one point crossed
the Stokhod river and that the fighting
continues. In the Carpathians the Teu-
tonic troops advianced. The announce-
ment reads:

“Front of Field Marsial von Hinden-

burg: On the Beresina, northeast of
Dijeljatitschi, Rusmn attempts to cross
he river were strated. On both
sides of Rudka Czerwiscze, on the
Stokhod, fighting with enemy troops
which pushed forward to the western
bank is still proceeding. In a success-
ful counter attack in this regien we
captured six officers, 367 men and six
{ machine guns.

“East of Kiselin we ejected the Rus-
sians from several advasced trenches.

“Front of Archduke Charles Francis:
Nothing of importance occurred north
of the Carpathians.

“In the wooded mountains our troops
captured Kreta height, south of Zabie,
and repulsed strong enemy counter at-
tacks on Magura.”

CHARLES E. HUGHES HOLDS
RECEPTION AT SAN DIEGO

Republican Presidential Nominee Is
Luncheon Guest and Makes Ad-
dress at Exposition.

SAN DIEGO, August 21 —Charles E.
Hughes, republican nominee for Presi-
dent, arrived In San Diego early today
from Los Angeles for a stay of sev-
eral hours, which will include an auto-
mobile trip to nearby points of in-
terest, & public reception and lunch-
eon at the exposition, to be followed
by an address at 1:30 o'clock this after-
noon at the exposition grounds. Ad-
mission 1o the exposition was free by
arrangement petween the reception

committee and exposition officials.

Mr. Hughes was to leaye at 3 o'clock
for Los Angeles, where he will speak
tonight.

President G. A. Davideson of the ex-
position and local republican leaders
forming the reception committee met
Mr. Hughes and party and escorted the
visitors to Point Loma. An automobile,
the outlines of which were hidden in
a maze of flowers, was at the nom-
inee's disposal. After the Point Loma
trip is ended the entire party will go
to the exposition.

Mr. Hughes spent a strenuous day of
rest in Los Angeles yesterday. He
reached the city shortly before 10
o'clock from 3San Francigco, went to
church, held a public reception at his
hotel, took a hundred-mile motor drive,
visiting Pasadena and Long Beach,
stopped at the Los Angelez museum on
the way back and did not reach his
hotel until more than an hour after he
had expected to do so.

At Long Beach Mr. Hughes spent half
an hour in the hotel at which Gov.
Johnson was visiting, but did not meet
him. The nominee held an informal
reception for half an hour there, shak-
ing hands with a crowd that choked the
hotel lobby and overflowed into the

L

street.

— |
DAY IN CONGRESS.

Senater

Met at noon.

Adopted 'Gallinger resolution of
infuiry Into authority for re-
taining George Rubles on fed-
eral trade on.

Senator Thomas addressed Sen-
ate on woman suffrage amend-

nt.
me
revenue bill 3

RALROAD EADS
AGAI CONFERRING
WITH PRESDENT

Go to White House This After-
noon at Urgent Request
of Mr. Wilson.

WESTERN EXECUTIVES
IN THE DELEGATION

Final Reply From Chiefs of Nation's
Carriers Not Expected
Today.

COUNTER PROPOSAL LIKELY

Situation Is Regarded as Being Se~
. rious, But Not Hopeless—Belief
Grows Bettlement Will

Be Reached. 3

Fifty railroad presidents who
are now in Washington are again
in conference with President Wil-
son at the White House this afger-
noon. They went to the White
House at 2:30 o'clock at the
urgént request of the President,
though they had not expected to
see him today and probably not
tomorrow. The President’s invi-
tation came to them shortly after
noon when they were discussing
the situation with the newly ar-

The railrfoad executives went into
the White House conference de-
termined to make no statement
unless they were urged to do so
by the President.

Cause for Conference.

The cause for calling the conferenos
today, according to White House senti-
ment. is that the President may have &
chance to talk directly to the more re-
cent arrivals, impressing them with his
own personality and zeal for = settle-
mént before their’ minds have been

prejudiced ageinst his proposal in con-
ferences with the other railroad offi-

I:l.ll‘

It is not expected that there will be
any final reply made by the rallroad
executives today. No definite action I8
expected. The impression gained
strength today, however, that some
time this week, and probably by Wed-
nesday, the railroad officlals will have
been persuaded to submit to the Presi-
ctiient‘a proposal with some modifiea-

ons.

Other Officials Arrive.

More than a dozen rallroad leaders
reached Washington today and par-
ticipated in conferences striving to
reach some agreement by which the
President’s main proposal for an eight-
hour basic day may be accepted, and
at the same time the principle of ar-

bitrasion may be preserved and the
threatened strike averted.
There were fAfty railroad presidents

here today. Among the latest arrivals
were Louiz W. Hill of the Great North-
ern, son and principal heir of the vast
L properties of the great railroad builder,
the late Jame=s J. Hill, and E. P. Ripley,
the vateran president of the Sante Fe,
dean of all the railroad presidents, who
is seventy-one years old. -

Leaders of the rallroad executives
declared they were united against the
President’s plan as it stands. but hoped
to work out some form of counter pro-
posal that would satisfy the President
and be accepted by the brotherhood
committee. The railroad presidents
were considering under what clrcum-
stances they could find a way to meo-
cept the eight-hour day and still main-
tain the principle of arbtiration, which
is now the crux of the whole fight.

The western men arriving today
seemed confldent that such a middle
course might be reached through sin-
cere efforts on both sides to reach a
compromise” that will ‘preserve the pub-
lic welfare.

Proposed Commission.

the railroad presi-
dents were prepared to make at the
White House was for legislation te
create a board or commission to in-
vestigate when trouble threatens be-
tween railway employers and employes.
Under such a plan the board would
be created by act of Congress, and
would probably be empowered to ex-
amine witnesses to determine the
merits of any controversy. Pending
its investigation the employes would
not be permitted to strike or to take
a strike vote, After the board had
reached its conclusions from the facts
a public report would be made and
there would be an opportunity for ar-
bitration, but it would not be com-
pulsory. If arbitration were refused
the board would send to each employe
of the railroad interested a statement
of the railroad’'s position in the mat-
ter, the employes’ position and the
board's findings. These statements
would be before every employe when
he came to voie on a strike, and op-
portunity would be given for a secret
ballot. The men would vote directly
on the gquestion of a strike. Under
the present system the balloting Is
not secret, and the men vote to dele-
gate the power of declaring a strike
to brotherhood officers

“Serious, But Not Hopeless.”

As both =mides expressed it, the -situa-
tion eontinued “serious but not hope-
less.”
All the western presidents are ex-
pected before There will be
between sixty and one hundred, de-
on whether the President ine
of the list of seventy laid be-
ttee of man-

One suggestion

row.

pending
vites all
fore him_ by the

rived western railroad leaders..




