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Teutonic Moves in Recent
Days Reveal Difficulties
Facing the Kaiser.

EXTENDED WITHDRAWALS
OF LINES NOT EXPECTED

Might Lead to Demands for Peace

Owing to Temperament of
Teuton Peoples.

BY OLIVER OWEN KUHN.

New moves are being made on Eu-
rope's great military chessboard. Each
day sees the forces of the entente
slowly but surely making progress in
practically every direction, even though
the coat may be great. Germany con-
tinues to wage a defensive brand of
warfare as she has since the great
Somme offensive began, but at no time
has the critical position of the central
powers been so manifestly made plain
as during the past week. In this period
Germany’'s own actions have revealed
the severe strait= to which she is put in
meeting an enemy which would press
the conflict onto Teutonic soil, there
to wring from the fatherland its terms
of peace.

Two events particularly have indicated
Teutonic uncertainty, if the German
trend of mind may be gauged by cur-
rent happenings. Possibly the most
important of these is the demonstra-
tion of the fact that no longer can
the Kaiser move his men from one
arena of war to another with im-
punity. No longer can the German
general staff flout the power of the
snemy in any particular arena and then
t Breat m: of troops to an-
other region, there to attempt strik-
ing successes. Germany, it would seem,
must keep the bulk of available forces
it their present stations, else the Teu-
tons stand in danger of being pushed
oack and back until the German hope
of victory fades as the mirage. This
fact fs brought out forcibly ¥ the
attempted moving of great dles of
men to the eastern arena to strike
heavy blows against the Russians. It
I= the belief of the German chief of
staff, Field Marshal von Hindenburg,
that the war undoubtedly will be de-
sided in the regions of the east and not
in the west, he personally being per-
fectly willing to surrender a great
-.:uom of territory in the western re-
¥ions if victory may be gained through
the medium of tremendous blows
against the Russians and other
snemies to the east. Immediately fol-
lowing the announcement of his plans
troops were sent on their way toward
the ‘most vulnerable sections of the
Ruasian front. They did not arrive.
The French and British galned so much
ground and brought such menace to
the whole German scheme of things in
France that it was absolutely incum-
bent upon von Hindenburg to halt these
eastward-bound forces and again bring

them into play alo
of the Somme. ng the battle lines

o
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'::m: Is absolutely the first time since

the conflict started that the Germans

. ha en
Their First Failure able ;o“ c:ry
to Carry Out Plans.

out  such ma-
neuvers at wiil.

It further indicates that the co-ordi-
nated endeavor of the allies which was
carefglly worked out and planned in its
minutest details during the great Paris
conference last winter is having full ef-
feet. Furthermore, as this pressure con-
tinues to be exterted simultaneously
against the Teutonic allies in every di-
rection the kalser will find it infinitely
harder than even at present. The allied

offensive may be likened to the rol
of & great boulder up and dow: ”l'l?lg
sides of & steep incline. For two years
the entente powers were bringing this
boulder to the crest of the hiil. At
times its very weight threatened to be
a compleie hazard. But at the present
juncture it would appear that the allies
not only have successfully mounted the
ridge, but the great boulder. represent-
ed by their military and economjc
might, now is hurtling on its downward
course, crushing Teutonic aspirations
and gaining impetus with every inch
traversed. With each advance it will
be infinitely harder for the Teutonie
POowers to arrest its progress.
Although it has been declared tha! the
Germans voluntarily will surrender

CERMANS UNABLE TO SWING TROOPS |
" FROM ONE ARENA TO THE OTHER AND
MASSED ATTACKS FAIL TO NET GAINS

BATTLE LINE IN

o
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SOMME REGION.

checking several enemy counter at-
tacks.

Teutons in the Carpathians have
been endeavoring to take the ascend-
ancy from the Slavs, but, though us-
ing the most powerful armies they
have been unable to achieve, even ad-
mitting retirement in several cifferent
sections.

The Russians, slowly, but neverthe-
less surely, are drawing in the direc-
tion of Lemberg. Teutonic efforts to
check them have but in a small mezs-
ure retarded this progress. Germanic
advances have been futile.

Teutonic efforts®to check the Ru-
manians advancing in Transyvivania
have been but partially successful.
Such advances as have been registered)/
have been but of minor character an
wholly without significance when the
whole situation is weighed in the
balance.

In the Dobrudja region the Germans,
with the assistance of Bulgarians and
Turks, have scored important suc-
cesses, but as each day passes the
likelthood of continuing these seems
to diminish, owing to the great rein-
forcements the Russians are throwing
into thls arena from the northward.

Along the Macedonian front the Ger-
mans, Austrians, Bulgarians and Turks
slowly are being pressed back. They
have, it is true, repelled many allied
counter attacks, but, nevertheless, the
fact stands out that they themselves
have not been able to advance since
the allled offensive took on propor-

‘tions of importance.

*
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In every arena Germany holds much
coveted territory. In every arena she

must bring
Will Not Pull Back  the sreatest
= possible pres-
Without & Struggle. cure 1o bear to
maintain what she has. When the time
comes when her leaders, military and
civil, are convinced that retirement is
absolutely necessary to the continua-
tion of the general struggle, then she
may retire, but not until that time will
she act with any show of willingness.
Germans as & people are not inclined
to surrender things dearly bought.
Every Inch of enamy territory has been
obtained with great sacrifice.

The great battle of the Somme, which
has been raging almost night and day
during the past week, has resulted in
undisputed progrees for both the
French and British armies. =

Gen. Foch's men, to the south of the
Somme, have Euccessfully negotiated g
series of strong German trenches over
a four-mile front between Berny and

‘| Vermandovillers, both of which places

have been taken, as has Deniecourt,
about half way between Barleux and

muech of the territory occupied by them |
in the western section, it is hardly be-i
leved probable that this action will be
taken unless absolute military necessits
dictates. Owing to the temperament of
the German peopler, said to be already
weary of the war, it will be absolutely |
incumbent upon the kaiser to endeavori
10 Ftay the enemy’s progress on every
front with the hope that eventua'ly the |
tide may turn in any one of the sev-|
era! directions. The German people, n|
is declared, cannot be made to helieve
that shortening of the lines in any one!
directios: will be for the best interests |
of (iermany, having been fed for|
months, even years, on the ideas that
not ons fact of occupied territory would
be gurrendered; In fact, being led to he-
lieve that the Teutonic armles were to
achieve even further successes. When
great retirements take place in any one
section they undoubtedly will know
that thess retirements are due chieflly
to the preponderurce of enemy power.
Already German newspapers are admit-
ing r=verses for German armies, where
the enemy has trought greatest pres-
sure, though taking pains to declare
that these possibly are but temporary.

e German peoples—those not in the
ranks—poesibly will begin to believe
that retirements on every front, if such
are brought ahout, are but the begin-
ning of the end and will more loudly
demand the full discussion of peace
terms. To hold the armies of the en-
tente to the least possible gains during
an extended period of time the kaiser
must employ his forces In a sagaclious
manner. The weakening of any front
vndoubtedly wil! mean striking allied
gaine if not sharp cleavage of Teutonic
lines, which would Wring on retreats
over wide territory.

The second incident showing the
trend of things arose during the week
on the western
Germans Unable (oVattle front
5= 3 where the French
Gain in Attacks. and, British haved
continued to make gains which imperil
the whole German line. The Teutons,
under the direction of Field Marshal
von Hindenburg, have launched attack
after attack both north and south of
the River Somme, but the only result
has been the horrible decimation in
their ranks. Brigade after brigade of:
weinforcements and a great welght of
artillery were assembled for the oc-
casior, but notwithstanding the ter-
a
dent shows in the allied lines, 7
Thiz but further indicates the wan-
ing of Teutonic offensive power, for, it
is declared. earlier in the war attacks
with helf the man apd hx!f the Leavy
guns “employed
thelr Intest efforts would have carried
them to glorivus victories.
wermany a!so has striven . hard
axsinet the Russians along the River
Ptokhod, the chief cffort being cen-

By the OGermans in‘

Chaulnes.

The British under Gen. Haig initiated
a drive of tremendous power against
German positions immediately to the
east of Thiepval and. on a line toward
Courselotte, and as a consequence
wrested two miles of highly important
positions from the enemy, including the
!mer]ocking Danube trench and Mou-
quet farm, both of which positions have
been the scene of sangulnhary strug-

tes for weeks. Eetween Ginchy and
gurleaux wood the British gained an-
other mile of trenches and a mile be-
tween Martinpuich and Flers, thereby
straightening their line to a large ex-
tent between Thiepval and Flers. There
have been many sharp salients in this
particular section which have offered
a constant menace to the British, and
a8 a consequence of their week's work
they not gnly have eradicated these,
but have drawn to within three miles
of Bapaume, one of the objectives of
the Britieh drive.

*

* ¥
Thiepval, which has been known as
the slaughterhouse of the Somme
region, now
Th:epvalNow is almost
c o m plately
Almost Surrounded. ., :roundeq,

aad the British activity to the north of
this point has brought them within
striking distance of Grandcourt, It
would appear that Gen. Halg is now
endeavoring to place Thiepval in a
pocket, as are the majority of the allled
objectives on the Bomme front. It is
declared that the Germans will be un-
able to hold out much longer at Thiep-
val proper, and the giving up of this
gingle point undoubtedly will bring the
fall of Bapaume closer by many days.
The chief French gains have been
scored to the south of the Somme
where the French armies ha?e been
drawing their net closer about Chaulnes
and the Roy-Peronne-Lille rallway,
which has been the means of materially
assisting the Germans in their opera-
tions on the middle section of the
French line to the southward.
Although the French and British have
galned seemingly at will, the fighting
which they have engaged in during
their offensives, from all appearances,
was eclipsed by the struggles which
raged during the repeated efforts of the
Germans 10 regain territory lost to the
allies. Possibly the chlef German coun-
ter attack was delivered under the di-
rection of Field Marshal von Hinden-
burg between Rancourt and Boucha-
vesnes, where the French have sadly
demoralized German communications by
straddling the Peronne-Bapaumss high-
way. Von indenburg realizsing the
menace to both Combles and Féronne
by continued French successes in this
section and desiring to push them off
this line of communication, hurled many
divisions of old and new trlops into
the struggle. Attack ufter attack was
luunched, from the German trenches,

the great array of machine guns now
used by Gen. Foch. The German casual-
ties in the two daye' fighting at this
point are declared to have been pro-
digious, i

*

* ¥

Early In the week the Germans di-
rected heavy attacks in the Cham-
pagne in the sec-

Teutons Strike jn~ tor Between Sou-
ain and A Somme-

the Champagne. py, where the
‘Russians are holding down the line, but
notwithstanding their efforts, with the
purported object of cutting through
and reaching the Paris-Verdun rail-
road, thereby isolating all the southern
French armies, they were forced to fall
back. , It now is declared by entente
military critics that this move evident-
1y was made as a shield to the with-
drawal of an army of 40,000 from the
Aisne front for operations along the
Somine.

The Germans aiso delivered heavy at-
tacks against the British between Mar-
tinpuich and Flers, but these avident-
ly were of weak character, for the
forces in this region were driven back
by the British at will later in the week
when Gen. Haig decided that it was
time to move up in this section.
Notwithstanding their great suc-
cesmes at other points the British and
French still “have heen unable to dis-
Jodge the ' Germans from Combles,
Peronne or Chaulnes. The ‘Teutons
have heavily fortified these positions,
and it is believed that the French and
British generals are content to pro-
gress between these points in order that
all may be thrown in pockets from
which they eventually must retreat if
they are not forced to surender in
great bodles.

‘Although the Germans made a small
gain on the slopes of famous Dead
Man hill the French successes on the
Verdun front are declared to be of some
importance, they having overrun Ger-
man trenches for several hundred
vards near Thiaumont and Vaux. In
the Vosges the Germans have delivered
attacks, but these also have been re-
pulsed, according to official advices from
Paris.

*
* *¥
The great Balkan battleflelds, which

through geographical conditions may
bring about great

Balkans Center of surprises at any

juncture, have
Much Interest. ‘been the center
of much interest, and the cause of

some concern in allied quarters during
the week just closed.

Field Marshal von Mackensen’s men-
ace to the very heart of Rumanla,
striking, as he is, through the wul-
nerable Dobrudja region, has brought
about almost feverish efforts on the
part of the entente to counteract any
striking successes he may obtain dur-
ing the earller weeks of his campalgn.
Von Mackensgen, the conqueror of
Serbia and Montenecgro, already is
within touching distanece of the Con-
stanza-Bucharest railroad to the south
of which the Russians and Rumanians
are offering heroic resistance to nu-
merically superior forces. Berlin her-
alded a decislve victory over the Ru-
manians and Ruasians Iate last week,
but after taking their previously pre-
pared defensive line zouth of the
Black sea rallroad the entente forces
were not only able to hold firm against
the invader, but Wednesday reported
the flight of German and Bulgarian
forces to the south, they burning vil-
lages and towns as they progresged.
Their success was ghort-lived, how-
ever, a8 von Mackensen is declared to
have remarshsled his troops and
scored another striking suceess over
the Russians and Rumanians, com-
pletely routing them, if Berlln reports
are to be believed. This again hazards
Russian and Rumanian tenantcy of the

French and British Gain Over
Several Miles of Front
in the West.

RUSSIANS ONCE MORE
ADVANCING IN EAST

Entente Progresses in Macedonia,
‘While Italy Draws Nearer
Trent and Trieste.

battle regions south of the Danube, and
should won Mackensen continue his
latest successes Rumania threatens to
be overrun from this direction.

The Rumanians operating in Tiansyl-
vania are declared to hold at least a
fourth of this province through the
medium of their military activity. Ger-
mans, Austrians and Bulgars knock-
ing at the gates to the southwest,
through the Vulcan pasa, are belng
held, and, it is believed, the Rumanians
will make superhuman endeavors to
prevent an invasion from this direc-
tion, particularly in view of the haz-
ardous Dobrudja sltuztion. Vienna re-
ports the Rumanians have suffered se-
vere reverses in the region of Hatszeg,
where the Teutonic allies have suc-
ceeded in taking both Petroseny and
the Szurduk. Rumanians have cap-
tured Orderhei, fifty miles north of
Kronstadt. . Rumanians co-operating
with the Russians are declared to have
met reverses on both sides of the
Dorna-Watra. :

%
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Marked progress has been made by
the allies along the Macedonian front,

and continued
Marked Progress ~ ®ains here, if
Made in Macedonia.

they be made

swift enough,
will do much toward upsetting such
Germanic plans as exist to overrun
Rumania. The Serbians are fighting
on thelr own soll once more and with
the aid ¢f the French and Russlans

have beenf able to retake the town of
Florina and are now struggling be-
fore the defensive positions erected
by the Teutons and Bulgars before
Monastir. Bome reports indicate that
Bulgarian forces already have begun
to evacuate this point with the inten-
tion of retreating on Uskub, sixty-
seven miles to the north, but It is
believed that Monastir will not be for-
saken without a mevere struggle. The
Serblans have gained control of the
Kajmakcalan heights, having crossed
the Broda river, and have repulsed
several heavy enemy counter attacks
In the Boresnika region. There has
been comparatively little activity along
the center and right wing of the allies,
although the French, British and
Itallans have kept up a constant ar-
tillery fire against the enemy and the
British fleet has been bombarding Bul-
garian positions in Grecian Macedonia.
*
® ¥

Russians on the eastern front have
renewed their offensive efforts in-the
hope of capturing |

Russiang Renew . Halicz, regarded |
one of the keys to |

| Offensive Efforts. Lemberg, the cap-
iital of Gallcia, and also are striking
in the direction of Kovel in Volhynia.
The battles along the Stokhod and the |

Narayuvka rivers have resulted in
sanguinary losses on both sides, for
the Germans also have been attacking
the Blavs with as much frequency as
Gen. Brusiloff has ordered advances.
The conflict on the Stokhod, which
may declde the future fate of Kovel, |
has fluctuated in favor of first one side
and -then the other, but latest advices
Indicate that all German attacks in
this direction have proved fruitless,
while the Ruesians have made some
gains.

The Slave are declared to be slowly
nearing the town of Hallcz—In, fact,
having drawn to the outskirts. In
the firet great battle along beth
banks of the Narayuvka the Rus-
slane are declared to have heen re-
pulsed by the Germanic forces, but
later advices indicate that they have
been able to overcome opposition in
this reglon to a great extent and move
appreciably nearer their goal

The fighting in the Carpathian regions
iz continuing with desperation. The
Russfans, althpugh meeting the most
desperate resistance, have been able
to carry Pantyr Pass heights and the
summit of Bwotrec, which gives them
a better grip on the passes into Hun-
gary. The progress of the Russiuns
in this direction iz nol expected to
be swift during the next few months
owing to the terrible character of the
weather which generally prevails in
the Carpathian regions during the win-
ter months.

*
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Fierce fighting proceeds in the Tren-
tino, where it is declared the Italians,
advancing up the

Imlinns Engased in Fromme \'8![&_\"-
Fierce Fighting. S T en s

seized Monte
Cauriol, gravely threaten the town of
Trent, one of the objectives of the
Italian campaign The whole of Tren-
tino may be abandoned, according to
advices received from reliable sources,

the Austrians having lost trench after
trench during the rgcent fighting

If the conflict raging in the Trentino
{s ferocious In character, the battles
raging on the Carso and to the east of
Gorlzla are more so. Gen. Cadorna has
set about to storm the more important
Austrian positions, which were strong-
ly fortified after the Itallans gained
Gorlzia. Rome dally records successes
for her arms, but admits the tenacity of
the enemy. The Italiens are slowly
drawing nearer Triest, and should this

point, along with Trent, be gained,
Italy will have struck a senm;phm
the Teutonic cause and Austrian mo
for Italian arms then will be'in posi<
tion to strike even more 1mport¥‘l:
blows toward the interior of Aust
Heavy fighting has been renewed be-
tween the Russians and Turks in the
regions of Armenia. The Turks are
declared to have been forced back forty
miles after having advanced success-
fully over a period of several weeks.
The Moslemm armies pushed sixty or
seventy miles northward, after occupy-
ing Hamadan, In the direction of
Kasvin, but the Rusiians struck a blow
from Tabriz, and, their rear being seri-
ously threatened, the Turks.retreated
precipitately. o
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Signs Indicate Moment Is Almostat Hand,
__in the Opinion of Expert Observers of War,

i 1 for Germany to Shorten Her Lines in West.

Well Informed Military Criﬁi:s Insist Movement will.
- Mean the Evacuation of Practically All of Northern -

France---Others Think the Retirement Will

Release Noyon “Elbow” or Salient.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS, -

Author of “The Great War.”

Copyright 1916—The Tribune Ass’n (The New York Tribune).

NLESS all signs fail, the moment is almost at hand when the Germans must shorten their linss _
on the western front. After nearly two years, in which the long trench lines have endured with -
little change from Switzerland to the sea, the time has come when all allied and neutral ob-
servers agree that a considerable change is imminent. And even in German comment there

has been plain evidence that some

change is expected.

This change is viewed in different ways by various observers. Roughly speaking, there are two sets
of views. Not a few well informed military criticis insist that the change will be a radical one; that it .
will mean the evacuation of practically all of Northern I'rance, a retreat either to a line running from
Verdun behind the Meuse as far as Mezieres and thence northwest to Lille along the I'ranco-Belgian
frontier, or else behind the Meuse as far as Namur and then northwestward, covering Brussels and _
reaching the Scheldt south of Antwerp.

The second view is that the retire-
ment will be wholly limited and will
ameunt to the surrender of the terri-
tory in the famous Noyon “elbow” or
salient. If this latter view is correct
we shall presently see the German
front withdrawn until the line passes
southeast from Arras or even Lens to
Laon, covering the ecities of Douai,
Cambrai and St. Quentin and resting
on the old forts of La Fere, from
which point it will go southeast to

east of Soissons.

Reasons Assigned for Belief. ]

To support ‘their contention that the
retreat will be to the Meuse and the
' French frontier or even to the Ant-
werp-Namur-Mezieres line the military
observers who hold this opinion bring

forward the following arguments:
First of all, th@j’ point out that the
Germans and their Austrian allles

have lost since February not less than
1,500,000 killed, wounded and prisoners,
the prisoners alone amounting to 500,
000. To replace this huge loss muat
atrain their recruiting and training
machinery to the utmost. even If there
is still a plentiful supply of men. This
last assumption is disputed, and evi-
dence is produced to show that the
Germans in some small degree and the
Austrians to a considerable degree are
revealing the growing shortage of men,
which is the first sign of inevitable de-
feat.

Having to find 1,500,000 to raplace
casualties, the Germans and their allles
have also to find not less than 250,000
to meet the new Rumanian thrust. In
ofher words, if Germany Is merely to
hold her ground she and her allies must
find 1,750,000 new soldiers; must, in
fact, have found the major part of
them already in the days since the at-
tack on Verdun, which cost 500,000
casualties, actually began.

Regarded as Impossible.

Thizs many believe to be impossible.
In other words, they assert that Ger-
many is now holding all her lines with
too few ‘men: that in doing this she is
running very grave risks and that she
will soon have to decide whether she

will retire to shorter lines or invite
dlsaster where she stands.

Now, if Germany 'is to shorten her
lines there can be no question as to the
front that can be most safely sacrificed.
To retreat in the east would bring a
lengthening, not a shortening, of the
front, unless Germany retired to her
own East Prussian frontier and risked
a new Cossack incursion. This is due
to the nature of the country now occu-
pied, since the Pripet marshes supply a
large area that can be lightly held
and do not offer any opportunity for
attack.

As to any sacrifice in the Balkans,
this is impossible, because it means the
elimination of Bulgaria, whose states-
men would change sides at the first
sign of German weaknese; it means the
loss of communication with the Turk,
the eventual collapse of Turkish re-
sistance and the freeing of the Straits.
When the Straits are opened Russia can
be munitioned at once, and the millions
of Russians now walting for guns
equipped and set in motion on the road
to Berlin.

Turning from theory to fact, we have
seen recently that the entrance of Ru-
mania had for an immediate conse-
quence the digpatch of Mackensen to
the Balkans and a quick Teuto-Turk-
Bulgar thrust up into the Dobrudja, de-
signed to reassure the Turks and Bul-
gars, protect the Berlin-Constantinople
railroad and threaten Rumania. No pos-
sibllity exists of shortening the line in
the Balkans without losing Turkish and
Bulgar assistance, and Germany cannot
surrender either the military or polit-
iral advantages she has acquired in the
Balkans except in the presence of perils
greater than those yet in view. i

More Advantageous Position.

But to go back behind the Meuse and
thence along the French frontier, or
even behind the Verdupn-Mezieres-Na-
mur-Brussels-Antwerp line, would give
Germany at once a far more advantage-
ous position than she now holds over
much of her wesatern front and & line
upward of 2 hundréd miles shorter than
her present front from Verdun to Nieu-
port. And on the political side, while
most Germans still expect to hold the
Polish conquests and keep the road to
Constantinople open, the time has pass-
ed when many expect to keap any por-
tion of France or Belgium. If Germany
is running short of men, If she feals the
immediate need of an army of 250,000
men, and cannot find them in her own
depotg, then it Is clear that she can find
them only by shortening her western
front, but that by such a shortening she
would release the requlsite number of
men and strengthen her western front
at the same time.

This Is the case of those who expect
a general retreat in a short time, before
the first of the year at the latest. Now,
on the other side, the case for the far
more restricted retreat is this: First of
all, the recent allled advances have
made the position of the Germans in the
Noyon “elbow,” the whole German posi-
tion from Peronne right around to Sols-
sons, increasingly difficult, without yet
being actually perilous. It will need
only a few more such advances as the
last two of Foch to make the with-
drawal from this sallent imperative.

What the Map Discloses.

Look.af the map and you will see
.that as the French and British advance
‘east from their present positions they
advance across the roads which feed

The allies are, in effect, carrying a
noose around the meck of this salient,

stricting the number of roads and rall-
roads by which the Germans can mu-
nition and provision their troops. The
objective of the French fs 8t. Quentin,
some twenty miles east of their present
{front. But long before they get to St
Quentin their guns will cut the B

Quentin, and

tween Arras and Peronne. About
Peronne the French are more than ten
miles further east than the Germans
before Bapaume, and the British al-
ready have under their guns all the
roads which lead out of Eapaume and
are essential for the supply of troops
holding the front west of this town.
Actually, the allied operation coneists
in a process of gnawing right across
the rear of the German positions, cut-
ting one after another of the roads and
railroads upon which they depend.

Lengthens the German Line.

One interesting and important con-
sequence of this gnawing process is
that &s it proceeds it lengthens the
German line. Instead of a compara-
tively straight front, their line takes
the form of a concave front, deepening

all the time as the allies drive more
and more into it. This extension of the

lines requires more men to defend
them, and the 1lines themselves, in
many cases emergency irenches, are

weaker than the original front. Thus,
today the German lines in the Peronne
sector are probably a dozen or fiffteen
miles longer than they were at the
start. ) :

It is necessary to emphasize the fact
that the Germans in the Noyon “el-
bow"™ are not yet in any immediate
danger of envelopment. The neck of
thelr salient between Peronne and the
Olse east of 5t. Quentin. is still twen-
ty-five miles wide; il was more than
thirty at the start. But some of the
roads have been actually cut, and for
five miles beyond the present front the
roads are under fire of the allies’ guns
and cannot be used without grave peril.
This means growing congestion in the
neck of the salient. It means corre-
sponding diffibulty fn handling muni-
tions and supplies, and’ it forecasts a
day when the further advance of the
allies, an advance of not more than
ten miles at the most, will ‘make the
evacuation of this Noyon “elbow"™ in-
evitable.

Chances of Success Limited.

The chances of an ultjmate envelop-
ment of the Germans in the Noyon
salient, unkess there is an actual plere-
ing of the lines about Peronne and &
sudden inrush of a huge French at-
tacking force, are not very great. A

year ago the Russian retreat demon-
strated the extreme difficulty ‘of en-
veloping large forces by similar opera-
tions. It remains perfectly possible for
the Germans to hang on for some weeks
yvet if the allies do not greatly increase
their rate of advance. But even their
present rate of advance cannot fail to
make the Noyon salient untenable be-
fore winter. :

The same is true of the smaller Ba-
paume galient, north of Peronne. This
is a much worse situation now than the
southern position of Noyvon. Bapaume
Is under British fire, and if the British
are able presently to take Combles and
bring their front east on a level with
the French, it will no longer be pos-
sible for the Germans to use Bapaume
as a center for supplying thelr troops
between Arras ana Peronne.

Now, the advances of the British and
the French in the past few days, the
diminishing Intensity of German coun-
ter attacks and the growing frankness
of Berlin official statements in conced-
ing the loss of villages, not tardily, as
at first, but promptiy, all point toward
a decision on the part of German high
command to “cut their losses” in this
gector, to hold on Lo the last possible
moment, take as large a toll as is pos-
gible of their opponents, but to retire at
the final moment rather than to coun-
ter attack, as the French did in the
critical hours before Verdun.

General Retreat Not Likely.

It is not possible to forecast the ex-
tent of a probable German retreat.
There never may be anything llke =a
Eeneral retreat. Weo may centinue to

gee changes, of themselves slight, for
many days or weeks. Yet it is clear
that in certain sectors even this limited
retreating will ultimately compel re-
tirements in adjoining sectors to keep
the alignment. This is why so many
writers lhave already decided that the
Germans will stand on the Arras-Cam-
brai-St. Quentin-La Fere-Laon line.
Such a retirement would again give the
Germans a line substantially stralght;
it would abolish all perils to their com-
munications and it would shorten the
front, which has been lengthened and
will be still more lengthened if the al-
lied gnawing goes on for a few more
"It o ¢
ey arg not exceadingly sho

men, the Gérmans will ngoi mall;: oaf
ganeral retreat. They will not do this
because the moral effect at home would
be considerable, and In France it would
be tremendous. Tt would be the as-
surance of final victory, for it would
be practically the liberation of France,
and Germany” would no longer have a
aingle hold upon the French which
might serve as the basis for bargain-
ing when the time comes to discuss
peace.

But, in addition, {f the Germans re-
tire fighting over every mile the result
will be the total destruction of the
country over which they retreat, and
the Géerman commanders plainly reckon
that the I-“};ench people will presently
weary of having all their northern
country turned into a degert and waste,
and the sgame ruin overtake Lille,
Roubaix, Tourcoing, St. Quentin and
Laon which has overtaken Arras,
Soissons, Rheims and Verdun.

If you are to belleve one school of
commentators, and they have a strong
appeal to credence, the Germans have
actunlly ‘reached the point where their
reserves are exhausted. Hilaire Belloc
ie' the best exponent of this view, and
he presents weekly interesting evidence
to support it. This is the French view,
the view of the Frenth officers, from
Joffre down; the view that Joffre has
recently expressed both publicly and in
private talks with Amerieans, who have
repeated his word to me.

In the opinion of these men Germany
has no more men immediately available
and will have few men before next
spring, when the clas of 1918 will
be available. Now, if this view of the
French staff is correct, and it is natu-
rally based upon a very wide range of
information and evidence, there wiil be
a shortening of the German lines in the
west before winter, and it will not be
a minor change; it will be a reti

far behind the present front and tke

rance !

leading south out of He
it is upon thucm;gua that the Ger-
mang in Noyon, Roye.and Chaulnes de-
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evacuation of all of F )
ain, If the:Germans ars as short of
the French general s

lievea, then there may be an actual dis-
aster when the retreat begins, This ip
what happened to Lee before Richmond.
He held on with insuficient
long after his military judgment
counseled a retreat, because political
considerations prevented the abandon-
ment of the Confederate capital. One of

recently expressed the belief that o
general German retreat would cost 100,-
400 prisoners and a colossal loss of
guns and material.

particularly from the French side, state
that the German lines have been idctual-
ly plerced at certain points and that
there have been operations recalling the
old fighting in the open before the end
of the Marne campaign. But, on the>
other hand, I have been informed from
Paris that aerial cobeervation has dis-
closed that the Germans have con--
structed trench lines, one behind the,
other, for a very great distance, a
that there is no chance that these linea’
will be pierced.

" Disputed by Germany. '

On the German side there is 3 natu='
ral insistence that there is no shortage.
of men; this would be the statement iy,
any case. There is the more convine-
ing assertion that the Germans belleve
that the allied losses are so great that

the French and British will have to"
glve up their attacks before they ac-,
tually make any substantial progress,
hecause of the cost. We know that the -
first two months of the attack cost the,
Britisn upward of 200,000 casualties,

Germany alone reported 250,000 casual-

now cannot be more numerous than
British/ because of -the wvery much
greater German losses, 3,250,000,
cording to official German statistics.
Unless the German calculations are
correct, and the cost of the opera
is beyond the resources of France
Britain, we are soon to see some res’
tirement in the west. It will be great or,
small, as German human resources and
the conditions in the Balkans and in
Hungary and Galicia determine. wa.
or three weeks at the most shoyld tell

paume salients are concerned.
allies ultimately get Cambral and St

to be very great, and it will have to be
to the frontler or to the Antwerp=
Meuse line.
bral are more than twenty miles away
now, and twanty miles is a tremendous
distance "in trench warfare. -

It is fair to say, however, that the
allied offensive on the Somme already:

of the sor- on the western front. T
has far exceeded the Verdun operation:
in progress, and, unlike the "’erdul_}_
operation, it is showing evidences o

first.

clogsed u permanent or temporary weak-
ness on the part of the Germans which
has taken the world by surprise. )

Conditions in the East.
In the long run the operations in the

more immediate influence upon
progress of the war than those in the

ing far within allied territory, while in}
the east the Russians are in Galiela
and hold all of Bukovina, and the Ru-'
manians have occupled as much of
Hungary as Germany holds of France.
Finally, the defeat of the Bulgars in
Macedonia would bring aboul the Im-
medinte isodation of Bulgaria and Tur-
kev and the complete encirclement of
the remaining central powers.

Today the real problem is not the
change in front on the west, but the
capacity of Austria to endure another
vear of the war. It is against Ausiria
that the main blows are being directed,
and the western campaign has for its
prime objective keeping Germany oc-
cupied on this front and preventing the
dispatch of tierman troops to Hungary,
Galicla or Bulgaria. The actual ocen-
pation of territory is, beaside this pur-
pose, unimportant. Not land taken,
but Germans killed, captured or wound-
ed—this is the immediate concern of
the allies in the west; and it would be
a mistake tt attath much importance
to incidental gains in Piecardy, up to
the point where these tncidental gains
combine to compel & general retreas,
which will be a confession of growing

man power. L=

Prediction of French General Staff,

Meantime it is well to await the con-
clusion of the western campalgn, keep-
ing in mind the prediction of the well
informed French general staff that by
January 1 the Germans will have been
compelled to retreat on a wide front

and evacuate most of their French con-
ques®™®, held now for more than two
yvears. If this takes place, then it will

be fair to coneclude that Germany is
suffering from a rapid decline in her
human resources; so far all signs point
that way, but none of them are yef
conclusive. '
With regard to the recent surprising
acceleration of the allied pace on the
Somme, I should like to make mention’
of the information that has come 1o
me from abroad, confirming what 1
had already heard, that the original
attack, in July, was made long in ad=
vance of the time that had been fixed
for the general offensive, and was made

about Verdun. In the last days of Junc
it was perfectly well recognized in
Paris and London that Verdun was in
greater perilethan at any previous mo-
ment.

The fact that the attack on the Somme

the first rugh, while the renewed prog-
ress would indicate that the resource# '

but were intended to be available .
fore the attack ] have at lust
come to hand. T am told that this is
particularly true in the matter of heavy
and that both Foch and 8ir Doug-
Haig are far better off than they
were In July. Meantime~the renewal
of activity about WVerdum and
French advances that the situ-.
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Later reports from the Somme froot,
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and it is fair to estimate that Beptem-:
ber will cost at least 150,000 more, But

tieg last month, and German effectives.
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the story as far a8 the Noyon and LTths
If the

Quentin, then the retirement will have--

But St. Quentin and Cam-."

has proved the.most successful effort

reater power at the close of the third -
IEmm.h than it did at the end of the.-
The gains in recent days have
been unprecedented, and they have dis-

east and the south are likely to have a
the "

west, because the Germans are fight- -

wenkness and of failing resources Im |

i

“

because of the gravity of the situation ,.

was premature would explain the rela- '
tively inconsiderable gains made aftew ..
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