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COOKING

N addition to educating his 100,-
000,000 children in one form or an-
other, through the operations of
the ten executive departments of

the federal department, Uncle Sam is
preparing to Increase his activities in
educational llnes in each of the forty-
elght states and prepares workers for
thg more common occupations in which
the great mass of American people find
useful employment.

He plans to do this through the opera-
‘tions of the vocational education bill
‘which is scheduled to soon become a2
Jaw, the measure having already passed
the Senate of the United States by
unanimous wvote. The proposed law
has also been favorably reported to the
House of Representatives by the com-
mittee on education, It is scheduled to
eome up for immediate and final action
when the short session of Congress
convenes in December.
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The proposed legislation is of a kinad
that will be felt practically in every
home throughout the length and breadth
of the land. It is based upon the theory
that every occupation may be so fllled
as to reflect intelligent guidance.

Ita actlvities are endless—Iin the
trades and industries the work of the
carpenter, the mason, the baker, the
stonecutter, the electriclan, the plumb-

er, the machinist, the toolmaker, the
engineer, the miner, the painter, the

etter, the linotype operator, the
m:‘cutter and laster, the tailor, the
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garment maker, the straw hatmaker,
the weaver and the glovemaker.

In agriculture, in the work of general
farming, orcharding, deirying, poultry
raising, truck gardening, horticulture,
bee culture and stock raising. In com-
merce and commercial pursults Iin the
work of the bookkeeper, the clerk, the
stenographer, the typist, the auditor
and the accountant

But its benefitas will not extend to the
male population alone; the female pop-
ulation, too, will benefit, for the meas-
ure provides training in home econom-
ics to include the work of the dietician,
cook and housemaid, institution mana-
ger and household director.

In some sources the proposed new
law is regarded as one of the most im-
portant of Uncle Sam’s preparedness
measures. While he was placing the
army and navy on a larger scale, he
was also taking steps to prepare the
American boy for efficiency in the eco-
nomic battle to be fought at the close
of the European war and for efficiency
in the economic battles he fights daily
after becoming a wage-earner. Little
Miss America is also prepared for the
work she must do when she becomes
Mra. America, for she in to be taught
everything a successful housewife must
know,

The increased activities of Uncle Sam,
educator, will come as a result of an
almost nation-wide demand for the na-
tional government to take more inter-
est in the education of the boys and
girls of this country along lines more
practical and more calculated to pro-
duce efficlency in industrial pursuits.

The demand has increased during the
last six years for an education which
better equips the American boy and girl
for agriculture, home economies, com-
merce and the industries.

Such organizations as the American
Federation of Labor, the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States of
America, the Nationa! Society for the
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Promotion of Industrial Education, the
National Education Association and
many less important bodies have Inde-
vendently and collectlvelg advocated
the proposed legislation. Secretary of
Commerce William C. Redfield is presi-
dent of the National Socliety for the
Promotion of Industrial Education.

In his last annual message to Con-
gress, read in person to a joint assem-
bly of the Senate and thé House of
Representatives, President Wilson sald:

“What Is more important is that the
industries and resources of the country
should be avallable and ready for mob-
Ilization. It is more imperatively nec-
essary, therefore, that we should prop-
erly devise means for doing what we
have not vet done; that we should give
intelligent federal aid and stimulation
to industrial and vocational education,
as we have long done in the large field
of our agricultural industry.”

The subject, however, was one that
Congress treated In a purely non-par-
tisan manner and although the passage
of the measure was directed, of a ne-
cessity, by democratic committee chalr-
men, one of its most active advocates
was Senator Carroll 8. Page of Ver-
mont, a republican member of the com-
mittee of education of the Senate.
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In explaining the fundamental pur-
pose outlining the measure Senator
Page said that “it designs, through
federal effort, to blaze a trall which the
several states may follow toward
greater industrial efficlency and better
citizenship for our young men and
women. 1is purpose is to stimulate and
encourage stronger state action along
educational lines, with the central idea
of promoting that equality of opportu-
nity which this country owes to all,
rich and poor alike.”

Another distinguished republican, in

PAINTING APPRENTICES REDECORATING THE INTERIOR OF A PUBLI
SCHOOL BUILBING. :

discussing the bill — Representative
James H. Mann of Illinols, the minority
leader in the House of Representa-
tives—sald:

“The subject of vocational education,
T think, is one of the most important
subjects before the American people
today, or, for that matter, before the
peoples of the world, but particularly
with us. We are going to be in com-
petition with other nations, where they
do hetter than we do ahout instructing
their youth in the vocationsa.”

Representative Dudley M. Hughes of

Georgia, chalrman of the House com-
mittee on education, recently told his
colleagues some of the benefits that
would accrue when the measure be-
comes a law. He said:

“The immediate problem of vocational
education is the problem of equipping
for the successful pursuit of some use-
ful trade or occupation the youths who
go to work at the rate of 1,000,000 a
year. .

“If we assume that a system of voca-
tional education pursued through years
of the past would have increased the
wage-earning capacity of each of
these to the extent of 10 cents a dzy,
this would have made an increase in
wages for this group of $2,500,000 a
day, or 3$750,000,000 a year, with all
that this would mean to the wealth
and life of the nation.

““This is a very moderate estimate,
and the facts would probably show a
difference between the earding power
nf the vocationally tralned and the
vocationally untrained of 25 cents &

WOMAN IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE IS EXPERT ON INDEXES.
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HO has not wrestled with the
zone system of the parcel post
service, in ignorance of the
fact that a key to its intrica-

eles could readily be found?

And who has not wished that he could
keep at his finger tips the grades of
mail which constitute first, second, third
and fourth class matter?

What average man understands pre-
eisely the advantageous postal savings
Eystem, - which, handling funds from 10
eents up, takes care of the savings of the
modest depositor remote from banks, thus
fostering economy and & savings accolint
In the youngest and the humblest?

Who knows that money orders for pris-
oners of war are exempt from the usual
fee? Who knows all he or she wants to
Enow about dutiable and non-dutiable

cles which may be ordered by mail
foreign countries?

And, above all, who does not want to
have at hand for some use or another a
compilation of the names of every post
eoffice In every county of every state in
the Union?
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All of this Information, and a vast deal
more, s to be found in the United States
Postal Guide, a volume of over seven hun-
dred pages, which is issued annually by
the Post Office Department of the United
Btates, with menthly supplements, which
keep It strictly up to date.

A large part of the work on this big,
Bandy volume of information for every

and railway mall clerk

ut the land, as well as for every

eitizen who cares to possess it, is per-

formed by a woman who ovcupies an
fmportant position in the federal service.

In one of the large, attractive, green-
earpeted rooms which make the Iost
©OfMce Department a pleasant place even
in torrid weather, Miss Alice B. Sanger,
eompiler of the Official Postal Gulde,
@ave the writer an interesting review of
the work. She pointed with especial sut-
Isfaction to the index of the Postal Guide.

“That is what especlally Interescs
me,” she said. *“I like to bLring its con-
tents as fully before Its readers as is
mslbie. To the genuine user of any

k the Index is always of primal im-
Erunce\ 1 believe that a book well
dexed is a book made fully valuable
to its user, while a book poorly in-
dexed serves only half its purpose. In
the seventeen pages of this index, with
its many heads and subheads, the ef-
fort has been made to fully cover
every subject In the book in every as-
pect under which It might be sought.
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*“The United B8tates Official Postal
Buide Is published annually, with

monthly supplements to keep it strictly
wp-to-date. It is prepared essentially
for the use of the 56,000-0dd postmas-
ters In the United States and the rail-
way postal cierks, who must have it
for their guidance in all postal mat-
ters, as you cnn see for yourself by
this note.”” Miss Sanger pointed to a
Noe printed on the outside cover of
the volume, which reads:

“All postmasters and rallway postal
elerks will be supplied monthly with
the United States FPostal Gulde, the
only official guide of the Fost Office
Department. A. S5, BURLESON,

“Postmaster General.”

“Thias publleation s the chief me-

um of communication between the
Post Office Departiuent and those oui-
Mde who ure connected with it,” sald
Miss Banger. “Special instructions to
. postmasters and rallway postal clerks
Lu-a Issued through the annual volume
and its mionthly supplements, and any
faformation which it is necessary that
they should have is |ssued through this
source,

“In the general tendency of the fed-
erzl service toward co-operation be-

whole the Post OfMce Department does
ite share, und instructions along this
Yine are given through the ostal
Quide. As an inst the D

partment
Agricuityre requests that rallway out from the office of the second as-
ahahmmwmuh sistant postmaster gene

siers, shall report forest fires, and
through the Postal Guide an order is
issued to that effect.

“While published essentially for the
use of the postal service, we are espe-
cially desirous that the public shall
also use the FPostal Gulde, as its con-
tents can hardly fail to benefit those
who wuse the mails extensively, and
knowledge of its Information tends to
bring about that co-operation between
the people and the postal service which

MIsS ALICE B. SANGER.

is very desirable for the best interests
of the service of the department to the
peaple.
*
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“To meet the public demand for the
Postal Gulde, which will give the peo-
ple the information regarding postal
matters they ought to have, the de-
partment ls issuing a convenlent paper-
bound volume. This may be purchased
from the department, through the dis-
bursing clerk, at a minimum cost, which
merely covers issue and handling. With
the great and growing use of the par-
cel post and other branches of the serv-
ice this wolume should be of great
value.

“No,” said Miss Sanger In answer to
a gquestion, "I do not write the matter
contained in the Guide, nor do 1 pre-

pare the lists of post offices by counties
and states. The various bureaus of the
department supply the data relative to
their respective branches of the serv-
lce. It is then sent to the office of the
ahief clerk, under whose supervision it
is arranged, compiled and Indexed by
me for incorporation In the volume.

“The work of the various bureaus of
the department in connection with the
annual publication of the Postal Guide
has to be carried on simultaneously, be-
cause the volume must be got together
in the space of little more than & month
for its issue on July 1 of each year.
From the middle of May until the mid-
dle of June those of us who handle the
book are a busy company, for matter
must of necessity be assembled as late
as possibie to bring !t up to date. The
printere who have the work in hand
must be kept supplied with a steady
stream of material and we must read
proof and return It promptly. To keep
all running rapidly, steadily, smoothly
and with absolute accuracy requires
our hest efforts.

“The work is kept up to date by the
monthly supplements, which give the
latest word In postal news. These are
sent to all postmasters, riallway postal
clerks and others, also to all sub-
scribers therefor. These monthly sup-

fwean all the departments of the govy plements are compiled from the daily
erament for the greater benefit of the bulleting published by the Post Office

Department, and chronicle every item
of information pertinent te the con-
duct of the service.

“The dally official bulletins are sent

ral and go to

e

L

&ll the more important post offices in
the country nr_ni to the railway mall
service. By this you see that no new
post ({!‘ﬂces are created, none dropped,
no rulings issued nor any change af-
fecting the mervice made in the office
which is not sent broadcast by means
of this chronicle of events.”

*
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Miss Sanger’s work is not confined to
her duties in connection with the
FPostal Guide, and in another branch
she might be termed the official reader
of the Post Office Department, as part
of her work is along the line of read-
Ing to effect a saving of the time of
the officials. For some years past she
has made a digest each day of the
Congressional Record of the preceding
day for the use of the Postmaster Gen-
eral, the assistant postmasters general,
chief clerk, bureau chiefs and others.

Coming early to her work, the Con-
greusl_ona.l Record is upon her desk,
and time has made her proficient in
running through its columns and pre-
paring a brief summary of all matters
relative to the work of the department
and service. Beside making this con-
densation, she gives the page of the
Record from which it is taken, so that
if the official who receives it wishes
further information upon the subject
he can Immediately turn to the com-
pletie report.

Mise Sanger's many-sided duties for
the Post Office Department also cover
the indexing of the annual reports of
the department, the distributing of its
advertislng among the various publica-
tions, aitending to the contract for
cable and telegraph rates and keeping
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a fille of all legislation affecting the
department. She also handles the es-
timates of appropriatipns, assembling
them for submission through the
Treasury for the Post Office Depart-
ment and postal service.

If Miss Sanger indulges in anything
in the nature of a hobby in her work
it ia in minute indexing. She asserts
that a book of reference is useful in
proportion to the quality of Its index.
The gquality of many a good book is
lost, she declares, because fjts index
Inadequately reveals the full nature of
its contents. BShe takes especlal pride,
therafore, In a special duty she per-
formed for the department in her re-
vision and indexing of the postal laws
and regulations of 1913. This very
elaborate index, covering seventy pages,
was a labor of many months, and has
proven of fullest service to the Btu-
dent. This work was performed in col-
laboration with Mr. Edwin A. Neliss,
one of the assistant attorneys for the
Post Office Department, and It has
ellcited much praise.

This versatile woman's service in the
Post Office Department has covered a
long perlod, as she came from official
work in the White House to fill her
present post about nineteen years ago.
As expert stencgrapher and typewriter
in the executive office, she performed
special and confidential work for both
Fresident Harrlson and President Cleve-
land.

Although a very busy woman, Miss
Sanger takes time for due rest and
recreatinn, Golf is her preferred out-
door sport, and she is vice president
of the Bannockburn Golf Club of Wash-
ington. Bhe is & member of the Fine
Arts, Geographical and Indlana so-
cleties of the Capital city, and is record-
ing secretary of the Lucy Holcomb
Chapter of the D. A. R.
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GOVERNMENT RAISING HORSES

being developed at Ames, Iowa, by

the United States government. In
other words, Uncle Sam has come to the
aid of the farmers, manufacturers and
merchants who have been spending mil-
lions of dollars abroad every vear to
keep up the strain of imported draft
horses, such as Percherons and Belglans.
It is thought that, under a proper system
of breeding, a type of gray draft horse
can be developed that will be American
in every sense of the word and thrive
under conditions in this country as no
important breed will do.

This important experiment, which
means the saving of milliona to stock-
users in the United Btates, in the event
that it is successful, is being conducted
at the Iowa Agricultural College, under

the supervislion and with the co-opera-
tion of the Department of Agriculture,
which has been conducting similar ex-
periments with a view to the develop-
ment of other types of animals in
varioug parts of the country.

There are some twenty animals at the
lowa experiment station. It has been
determined that the gray draft horse
is the hest type to develop. Three of
the highest-grade draft stallions have
heen secured, and their progeny is
watched very closely, and only the more
promising colts are kept, the others
being sold off.

a TYPICAL American draft horse is

lowa was selected as the location for
this work because it has been proved

great limbs, narrow chests and long, sway
backs. Milllons of dollars have been
wasted in producing inferior stock, to
say nothing of the millions which have
been spent every year in France and Bel-
gium to keep up the strain of the more
popular breeds of draft horses.

In common with all imported stock,
Percherons and Belgians will soon “run
out,” so far as the strain is concerned,
when taken from their natural sur-
roundings. That 18 one reagson why the
government has taken up this experi-
ment—to develop, if possible, a native
type of horse which will grow better,
instend of deteriorating, under the
natural conditions in this country.
That I8 why the government I8 con-
ducting a similar experiment with car-
riage horses at Fort Collins, Col, and
with the Morgan horse in Vermont, and
with sheep at Laramie, Wyo.

The draft horses on the Jowa experi-
ment farm are a delight to the expert
in horse breeding. They are of the
large type, yet active and intelligent.
They are of the strong-loined, short-
backed, wide-chegted type that spells
perfection. Their limbs are as flat and
clean cut a8 the legs of a thorough-
bhred. To mea these horses at work in
the flelds about the experiment sta-
tion is, It is said, to realize that the
average farm will gain incalculably in
efficlency when proper attention is paid
to the breeding of its working stock.

Powerful Effect.

HALE HOLDEN, president of the Bur-
lington system, was talking about
raflroad economy.

that the ralsing of draft horses can be
best accomplished In that state and in,
Nlinols, owing to a general combination
of favorable conditions. The draft horses
cannot be successfully developed in a
mountainous or hilly country. Further-
more, this type of horse will deterlorate
rapidly in any but a temperate climate.
Experiments in raising draft horses have
proved to be complete failures I cold
climates and in the tropics.

It appears thuat the draft horse busi-

“The people who preach economy for
others sometimes have to turn in and
practice economy for themselves,” he
sald.

“l once asked a Burlington businesa
man:

** “Well, George, dld you read your wife
that lecture on uonguw you sald you

were golng to?'

pi :'W»Pﬁeom grunted.

“ ¢ gure u(‘l eﬂ:ﬁ;g‘:’m R T've bought
myself a safsty razor, mut clgars In
favor of a plpe, and had last fall's suit
80 43 to make it sea me through

ness -in the United States has suffered
through the ignorance of breeders and
imported

the natural
stock.

terioration of

In their desire

day. This would indicate a waste of
wages through lack of training
amounting to $6,250,000 every day, or
$1,875,000,000 for the year. That Is
difficult for us to concelve and be-
lieve, but these figures are true.

“Vocational tralning is required to
conserve and develop our natural re-
sources. These resources are decreas-
Ing. Buccessful competition with for-
eign countries In the future will de-
pend upon our ability to ‘sell more
brains and less raw material.'"”

The measure increasing Uncle Sam’s
educational activities was prepared
largely by a commission on national ald
to vocational education created by an
act of Congress approved January 20,
1914. On this commission President
Wilson appointed Senators Hoke Smith
of Georgia, Carroll 8. Page of Vermont,
Representative Dudley M. Hughes of
Georgia, Representative Simeon D. Fess
of Ohlo, John A. Lapp of Indianapolis,
director of the Indiana buredu of legis-
lative information and former secre-
tary of the Indiana con aisslon on in-
dustrial agricultural education; Mias
Florence M. Marshall of New York, di-
rector of the Manhattan Trade School
and a former member of the Massachu-
setts factory inspection commission;
Misa Agnes Nestor of Chicago, presi-
dent of the International Glove Work-
ers’ U'nion and a member of the com-
mittee on industrial education of the
American Federation of Labor; Charles
A. Prosser of New York, secretary of
the National Society for the Promotion
of Industrial Education, and Charles H.

TEACHING THE ART OF THE PRINTER.

Winslow of Washington, D. C., special

agent of the bureau of labor statistics

and a former member of the Massachu-

gfttu commission on industrial educa-
on.

*
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The plan of the bill is to promote,
through capable national .leadership
and federal appropriation, vocational
education throughout the states. The
appropriations are divided into four
heads:

First, For the salaries of teachers,
supervisors and directors of agricul-
ture.

Second. For the salaries of teachers
of trade and industrial subjects,

Third. For the training of teachers of
agricultural, trade aand industrial and
home economies subjects.

Fourth. For the work of the federal
board for vocational education.

The funds are to be used by the fed-
eral hoard for vocational education, to
administer the grants to the states and
to furnish information and to give stimu-
lus to vocatlonal education.

The appropriation carried by the bill for
the salaries of teachers, supervisors and
directors of agriculture is, for the first
year, K $500,000, to be increased $250.000
each vear until the total reaches $2,000,-
000, and then to be increased $500,000
each year for two years until the appro-
priation reaches $3,000,000, - which will
probably be in 1924 and 1925, and annually
thereafter the sum of 33,000,000.

The appropriations for the salaries of
teachers of trade and Industrial subjects
is the same as that for agriculture.

The appropriation for the training of
teachers of agriculture, trade, industrial
and home economics subjects is to be for
the firgt year §500,000, and to increase
$200,000 each year until it reaches §1,-

000,000, and annually thereafter to be
$1,000,000.

For the work of the federal board for
vocational education the appropriation is
$200,000.

The fund appropriated for salaries of
teachers, supervisors and directors of ag-
riculture is to be prorated to the states
according to rural population. The sal-
aries of teachers of industrial and trade
subjects will be prorated according to the
urban population. Funds for the training
of teachers will be prorated according to
the populations of the various states.

Before a state, however, can receive
the benefits of the measure it must,
through its legislature, accept the con-
ditions of the bill. The state must create
or designate state boards with whom
the national board will deal. The state
hoards are to formulate plans for the
administration of the grants in con-
formity with the provisions of the fed-
eral statute. These plans, however, are
to be submitted to the federal board for
approval. For each dollar given to the
states by the government, the state
or local community, or both, must sp=nd
an equal amount for the same purpose,
and shall, in addition, meet all costs
of plant, equipment or maintenance, in-
cluding the salaries of teachers neces-
sary to complete well rounded courses
in instruction.

Only public schools, maintained by the
public, and for the public, will be en-
titled to receive the benefits of this
measure, and in addition the schools
must be of less than college grade.
They must be designed to prepare boys
and girls over fourteen years of age
for useful and profitable employment in
agriculture, and in the trades and in-
dustries. Three classes of schools are
contemplated:

First. Schools in which practically
half of the time is given to voeational
instruction.

HSecond. Part-time scheols for young
workers over fourteen years of age,

with a view of extending their vocas
tional knowledge.

Third. Evening schools to extend the
vocational knowledge for mature work-
ers over sixteen years of age.

=
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Accordineg to one of the authora of the
bill, *‘the United States is coming forward
with what, at least, is the most ambitious
plan for educational advance likely to be
carried on anywhere In the world dur-
ing the immediate future. While Europe
is killing off its tralned workers we are
preparing ours.” :

Uncle Sam will not be absolutely Ine
troducing the nation to a new form of
educational activity; for already in the
six states of Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvanla, Wisconsin and
Indiana vocational subjects are being
taught in the public schools with marked
success. Then, too, through specialists In
the bureau of education he is doing much
to fully inform the country as to what
should be done, and how it should be
done, in {introducing this subject.

The enactment of this measure will con-
fer upon the bureau of education, of
which Dr. Philander P. Claxton is com-
missioner and executive head, its first
administrative work. At present the fed-
eral government neither supports nor ad-
ministers any systems of schools for the
children of the several states. In this
sense there is no national system of edu-
cation. The support and control of adu-
cation are left to the people of the sev-
eral states. Methode and standards go
with support and control.

Pamphlets and reports on educational
subjects are issued by the bureau, spe-
cial Investigations, school surveys and
suggestions for the betterment of school
conditions are made; but nothing is done
along administrative lines. When the vo-
cational education bill becomes a law
Congress will have conferred its first éx-
ecutive authority on this important
branch of the government.

Reviews of BooKks of Early Fall

DEAD YESTERDAY., By Mary Agnes
Hamilton, author of “Less Than the
Dust,” ete, New York: George H.
Doran Company.

ITH a handful of English
people, Mary Agnes Hamil-
ton here objectifies the
spirit of England itself at
the beginning of the war.

The flux of feeliug, the turmoil of
opinion, the confusion of ideas, the
falling away of bheliefs that age and
custom have made dear, the glimpses
of a mnew world order—these are all
here, interwoven with the attitudes and
occupations of th~ dozen or more men
and women used to dramatize this
momentous situation. Smart folks and
intellectuals, these are people of
thought and opinions, with enough
leisure to air them, but not enough to
stale them. The book is one of long
talks on the all-absorbing subject of
the war—talks that make up the give-
and-take of the interesting social life
of which these very modern men and
women are the center. It is a masterly
handling of serious opinions in the
light touch of frlendiy and familiar
intercourge. The writer passes from
scene to scene, from personality to per-
sonzlity, in a hrilliant story of English
life under the menace of an immediate
war, with no sign posts set to point her
purpose of including all England with-
In the limits of this social drama. But
that inclusiveness exists by implica-
tion throughout. A love story of great
charm focuses the many interests here
into the two kinds of people whom the
young lovers typify—the two kinds
into which all England is divided—
those temporizing between the past and
the future, and those who are steadily
facing upon the new day of the world.
It is a blig novel, big in theme, hig in
the wmerfousness and beauty of Iits
manner.

CECILY AND THE WIDE WORLD. By
Elizabeth F. Corbett. New York:
Henry Holt & Co.

A story of modern wedlock and mod-
ern woman. <Curiously enough, it is
the husband this time who picks the

lock, letting himself out into freedom.
Avery Fairchild is a sentimentalist, his
head in the clouds. Cecily, his wife, on
the contrary, keeps her two little feet
square to the ground, her sane little
head screwed tight to her body. In the
course of time Avery goes away to do
philanthropy in Chicago, leaving Cecily
and the bables in possession of a fair
makeshift of support, provided Cecily
were of the sort to accept it. But she
{s of another kind. So, after a good
many secret griefs and resentments
the gallant little Cecily asserts her in-
dependence and goes about a business
of her own making whereby she pro-
vides well for herself and the children.
Meanwhile Avery, too, wins favor and
place. Under the natural stress of
loneliness he makes at least two forays
into the field of romance. Along a
double line of good work and good
success, the story progresses in the
brightest and most engaging manner
possible wuntil, by no more than a
hair's-breadth margin of permanent
separation, the two come together
again. Perhaps that is & mistake. One
is inclined to think that that particu-
lar sort of flame, once, burnt out, can
never be rekindled. ; This may be
wrong:- At any rate, the writer, either
in the belief that it may be renewed or
in a good-natured compliance with the
general reader's demand for a happy
ending, starts Avery and Cecily and
the babies off on & new adventure of
home-making. Being right, from the
ground up, Cecilly may be counted on,
one assumes, to be right this time
also in consenting to the fresh experi-
ment with a sentimentalist.

THE WALL STREET GIRL. By Fred-
erick Orin Bartlett, author of “Joan
of the Alley.” Illustrations 2y
George Ellls Wolfe. Boston: Hough-~
ton Mifiin Company.

Astonishing, what fresh appeal there
18 in a well handled case of common
sense. Mr. Bartlett's new novel is a
point in evidence. With a heroine
destitute of the graces that this class
is wont to olaim, with a stage reduced

to the dingy measure of an outer room
of a Wall street office and with no
reckonable hero at all to begin with,
this writer sets out on the hazardous
adventure of making a readable Amer-
fcan story. It is, as a matter of fact,
Sarah . Kendall Winthrop herself who
brings him out clearly on the right
side of this adventure. Sarah has no
beauty save that of perfect health and
cleanliness. Her education is of the
unfurbelowed sort—spelling, an easy
confidence in commas and periods and
the pothooks of shorthand, a flashing
hand over the keyboard of a typewrit-
er. Beyond these external accomplish-
ments Sarah is compact of good sense
and a beautiful instinctive maternallem.
Having created her, Mr. Bartlett has
only to take notes on her behavior and
the trick of his good novel is turned.
It is Sarah who changes Don Pendleton
from a good-natured slacker around
the office into a man, from the spolled
son of a rich man into a capable fel-
low who learns the good feel of the
day's work. Sometimes with an un-
gentle hand, but always in the clear
air of a finely stirring friendship, Sarah
confirms herself in the belief that Don
has it in him to make good. There is
an uptown supplement to this story,
with wealth and a beautiful girl and
the rest of it. But the substantial in-
terest centers in Sarah Kendall Win-
throp, the Wall street girl.

LOVE AND LICY. By Maurice Hew-
lett, author of “The Forest Lovers,”
ete. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co.

Hardly any one else can, when he
tries, make 8o much out of nothing as
can Maurice Hewlett. Hardly any one
else can make the Impossible
probable and the nonsensical quite of
the substance of sound sense. Who else

could make one belleve that a married
woman could be courted passionately,
in the dark, upon several separate oc-
casions, under the bland supposition
that it was her own husbhand who,
having broken through his icing, was
whirling a mere wife off her feet in
such transports of nocturnal romance?
This is the tenuous thread ¢f “Love
and Lucy"—this mysterious courtship
in the dark, coupled with the futile at-
tempts of Lucy to cause [t to material-
ize in the daylight and to get the con-
nection between the cool, thin daylit
man and bewlildering lover of the dark-
ness., By this time you are saying that
Lucy is a good deal of a fool
right here is where Maurice Hewlett
comes in to head you off from any such
opinion. In his hands Lucy is wholly
consistent and beautifully right—a
little afraid, lovely, very eager and out-
coming, in the midst of a general ex-
quisite aloofness, a spirit about her as
if she were not yet completely em-
bodied as woman. To be sure, this is
wholly a matter of words—merely a
case of Maurice-Hewletting=—just to
see what a beautiful credibility can be
woven out of cobwebs of fantastic fool-
ery. The point is not that it is beauti-
ful. That goes without sayving. The
point is that it is believable.

THE GIRL AT BIG LOON POST. By
Charles Van Schaick, author of “The
Son of the Otter,” etec. Illustrations
by I D. Sisson. DBoston: Small,
Maynard & Co.

The somewhsat unfortunate case of
the writer of the western romance is
that, more and more, he is thrown back

upon scenery as the sole source of sup-
ply. These romances are fast being
forced into the dilemma of being all
setting, or at best a setting dispropor-
tlonate in spread and grandeur to the
thin trickle of action that nowadays
can be found to comport with the
rough life that they used to connote.
The Indian, the cowboy, the voyageur,
already sound theatrical. Even the
landacape §s being urbanized by the
awift inroads of modern appliance. So,
the romancer of the west is put to it to
get his primitive stuff across. The only
thing that he can do is to keep in
steady retreat, to beat back farther and
farther into the wild, as long as the
wild lasts. And this is what the author
of this romance has done. A Hudson
bay trading post serves him here in
working out a love story whereln an
Indian girl and a young Englishman
ara the principals. A real vjllain, a
rival for possession of the girl, com-
plicates the action with adventures in
the back country that, for danger and
hagard and general excitement, make
amends for whatever of weakness there
i8 In the love story itself. It is, in fact,

seem’

And °

to the machinations of this unscrupu-
lous rival that the story owes its ro-
bust fiber of adventure. This it pos-
sesses in good degree, adventure worked
out in scenes of rugged daring, in a
strenuous and determined fight against
the austere and hostile spirit of the
country itself.

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. By
Casimir Stryienski. Translated from
the French by H. N. Dickinson. New
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.

This volume is the latest issue of
“The National History of France" edit-
ed by Fr. Funck-Brentano. The politi-
cal characteristic of eighteenth century
France is the disintegration of the old
monarchy, coupled with a correspond-

ing rise of the forces that culminate in
the revolution. Out of the multitudin-
ous aspects of this upheaval of an
ancient kingship, a slow and for the
most part an unpercelved upheaval, M.
Stryienski has drawn off into a single
volume the essential elements that con-
tributed to this movement, the signifi-
eant events that earried it forward.
The study covers the three-gquarters of
a century leading from the death of
Louis XIV in 1715. At this peoint it
moves directly into the regency set up
to cover the minority of Louis XV.
Passing therefrom into the reign of
that monarch himself, it advances
through the suddenly snapt rule of
Louis XVI to the political and social
chaos facing upon the revolution. A
supplement to this political considera-
tion summarizes the artistic and liter-
ary movement of the century. This is
a hig subject to save, alive, in a single
volume. .And to meet his necessity, M.
Stryienski hns not condensed the sub-
ject by the common practice of merely
skimming off the top of events. Rather
has he vaporized away all the fluid
stuff, leaving the clear substance of
cause and effect in the political dis-
organization of France in the eight-
eenth century. He has, bezides, by the
use of anecdote and direct guotation,
produced an effect of personal im-
mediacy on the part of the significant
figures of the period, a dramatic near-
ness of king and guneen, of courtier and
coupcilor, of a rising people and a
recreant aristocracy. The whole is a
triumph of vivid narrative over mere
historie outline.

THE ADVANCE OF THE ENGLISH
NOVEL. By William Lyvon Phelps,
author of “Essays on Russian Nov-

elists,” etec. New York: Dodd, Mead

& Co.

Setting out with the predominance of
the novel in cotemporaneous litera-
ture, William Lyon Phelps goes back

over the 200 years that cover the his-
tory of the novel, pointing out the dif-
ferent stages in the development of
this form of literature, marking the
relations existing between one stage
and another, gathering up the external
influences that shaped the course of
this advance and rounding the whole
into a compact histerical sketch._ §n
this consideration the emphasis grows
as the subject approaches the present
stage of the novel, the present aims
and achievements of the novelist. From
Defoe and Richardson to Henry James,
the study moves forward In a most
readable line of criticism and appraisal.
It is an excellent book for one who
wants mere'y to get the bearings of
this procession. It is an admirable one
for the reader who i= looking for a
place to stand where he may look into
both the essentials and the non-essen-
tials of the novel, into the qualities
that give one savor and leave the other

flat. Mr. Lyon does not writs ke a
critic. He writes like a writer, or,
better, like an easy talker, . L 48

this, coupled with the good substance
of his literary opinions, that gives this
book a wide value. One meets here any
number of men and books that he
wants to know more about—George
Moore, Samuel Butler, Eden Phillpotts,
H. G. Wells and others, several of them
American writers.

REMINISCENCES OF A WAR-TIME
STATESMAN AND DIPLOMAT:
1830-1915. By Frederick W. Seward,
assistant secretary of state during
the administrations of Lincoln,
Johnson and Hayes. New York: G.
P. Putnam's Sons.

*Before the War,” “During the War"
and “After the War” are the rough di-
visions under which these recollections

of eighty-five years are grouped. The
story begins with the incident ol rid-
ing from Auburn to Albany in a stage
coach. It ends with the tri-centennial
Hudson-Fulton celebration. Between
these two points it is packed with ob-
servations, experiences and reflections
that bear upon about every important
national event taking place in this pro-
diglously expanding period. Hundreds
of eminent and Interesting personali-
ties meet one face to fauce here through
the wivid and informal portrayal of
this writer. The most of these have to
do with affairs in the United States.
Some of them are celebrities from Eng-
land and the cortinent. The oppor-
tunities of the writer for collecting
widely diversified and generally appeal-
ing facts was unexcelled. His memory
works in pictures, in groups of mov-
ing scenes. Cast in the form of diary
and narrated from the personal stand-
point, the reminiscences brim with
anecdote in which a genial humor bears
a conspicuous pirt. As a complement
to the history of this long and eventful
stretch of vears, one cannot overesti-
mate the animating force of the story
recalled here by Mr. Seward.

Making War by Light Waves.

ANCIFUL: and fantastic yarns of
making war by light waves, blowing

up battleships at sea and magazine and
ammunition carts on land, persistent!y
find their way into public print. It may be
that there were more of these stories in
circulation before the present war than
now. In connection with alleged de-
vices for causing long-range explosions
there come to mind the once celebrated
“Ulivi rays' the “invention” of a man
who, after havimg successfully fooled for
a while, at different times, the govern-
ments of France and Italy, and having
likewize attempted, though unsuccess-
fully, to hoax the British admiralty, fled

from his home in Milan with the police
on his trail..

The famous Ulivl “F" rays, it was an-
nounced, would revolutionize warfare on
land and render the navies of the world
obsolete, By means of his mysterious
rays the inventor claimed to be able to
detonate at long distances dynamite or
other high explosives, inclosed in metal
cases, and at Florence four torpedoes
submerged in the Arno river by Admiral
Fornari, actine for the Italian govern-
ment, mysteriously did explode whils
Ulivi operated his electrical apparatus a
dozen miles away.

It was also reported that at Havre,
where the French government tested
his alleged invention, submarine mines
were exploded under like clrecumstances,
and at so-called tests carried out be-
fore British admiralty officials in the
Solent three small torpedoes, that had
been previously charged with gun-
cotton by Ulivi, were sald by him te
have heen detonated by his apparatus
at a distance of 1,000 yards., Some of
the British experts declined to accept
the tests at their face value and intl-
mated that the torpedoes were proba-
bly detonated by means of some chemli-
cal substance placed inside the case
prior to their submergence.

That theory, it was finally reported,
was the correct one and when the
Italian police ralded Ulivi's laboratory
at Milan they discovered quantities of
sodium, a chemical which bursts into
flame on being brought into contect
with water. Later it was charged that
the “inventor's"” plan was to bore tiny
holes in the outer case of the subma-
rine bombs, which were then plugged
with cotton or wool and palnted over.
It required a certain time for
the water to soak through, but whem
it did the sodium was ignited and the
explosion took place. It was charged
that the “inventor” timed the submer-
gence of the torpedo with the turning
on of his mysterious raysa

Proof Unnecessary.

= OOTH TARKINGTON was talking in
D New York about a concelted novelist.
“Once, at the Players,” he said, "“this
chap was asked who was the best Ameri-
can short story writer.
“ 1 am,” he answered promptly.
““You are? sald a poet. “How can you

pmva‘lt!"w s
* ‘Prove sald he. “You dom't Bave
to prove it. I admit it, don't I7*'*
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