squarely and asked hinsell i this were
not nosymptom of being iu love, he an-
swered it as fairly « veonld out of oo
experience that coversd Chie Warren's
pre-nuptinl Deain-storme; o elose ob-
servation of severnl dozen honeymoon
eouples on shipboanrd, to say nothing of
many inelpient cases that started ther
and, tinull s of Todds Hamilton,
y ding fenture of oll those dis-
amples secmed o indieate that,
while theoreti e rvan was o iddeal
state off bii

nsy, lo was, practi-
eally, inoa eondition bBordering on maud-
1t AL Thes very moment e was sip=-
pos d to Te happy, he was about Talf
time most miserable.  Fvon al it

did not make foe somfor!,  Poor Chie ron
the pamat every weok from hell to ey e,
It waos with o sigh of reliel that 3lont
wits ahle 1o answer lis own guestion eon-
seientiously i the degntie
Motite was ol in love:  thi
tain,  Murjory was nod in love:
wis certaine This wis why lie was able
to light his ¢ e, lenn baek his head
on e pillows she arranged, and drift
into o state of drewn content as she rend
to hine, The only ehjeetion e conld <
to anindefinite  continnation  of  this
bappy sernngenent was that, o the
eourst of e, g shoulder was hound to
And then—he kunew wall enougl
ald Dhe Socioly was even al the
end of these first ten doys boeginoing 1o
fidget.  He knew that Marjory knew it,
too, 1t hegan the day Doctor Mareellin
fsodd him o take o walk in the Chanips

Wils -
that ulse

s perfectly willing to do that, Tt
was begutiful out there,  They sat down
at one of the Hitle fron tables —{he litthe
tahles wore so warm and sociahle now

argd Deneath the whispering trees sipped
their eafé au laif.  But the faet that he
was able to get out of his room secmed 1o
a difference in their thoughts, I
wis s il his status had changed. Tt was
e who pussed hin, with aglanee at
vin its sling, stopped (o tell him =o.

Yot he

T was none of their husiness
nge day that

kuew that, with every pa
came out into the sunshine, 1hese
}nﬂph were managing to make
s position more and more deli
eate, 1t hecame ine reasingly less con-
fortable for her and for him when they
relurned to the hotel.
Therefore he was not greatly
when she remarked one morning:
“Nonte, 've been thinking over where
T shall go, and 've about decided to go

he
EHELITN

Murje

wprised

tho emd of the

he protested. = Whint

It look Iwn-'“

am I going to do?
“1 don't know, ™ she smiled. “But one
thing is certain: you can't play sick very
much longer.
“Phe d
woeks befor
“Fven sa, the
Pt mueh exe
breakfasts, Monte
“Ihr yon mind doing 7"

aays il will be another two
my wrm is oul of the =g, "
stoof vou is well, There
for iy bringing in your

¥ to tie om this silk had-
kereh He wore o blaek silk handker-
ehict over his bindages.

i8

hio med his exes a0 moment, and smiled
agnin.

“I'meogoing to Kieis" she soid, *1
think I shall get o tittle villa there and

- all sUnIne
Then, " e declared,
to Ktois myself,”
“T'mafraid you musin't.”
“Rut the doctor says 1 mustn’t play
gell for six months, What do you think
lm going 1o do with mysell until Illl‘l =

“1 think I shall

g

“Phere's all the rest of the world,” she
snepested.
Maonte frowned,
*Are vou oing to break our engage-

ment, then!'

1t has served it purpose.
she asked.

“Up to now,” he it

toean't go any frthor
N, Monte,"

hasn't i

1 B you

BOY

The next suggestion that leaped into
Monte's hrain abvious  enough,
and yel he poused 8 moment hefora voie-
ing it. Perhaps even then he would not
have found the eourage had he not been
ruther panic-stricken, He had exaetly
the same feeling, when he thought of her
in Ftois, that he had when he thought of
Edhart in parud It started as resont-
ment, but ended in o slnte-geay lonelin

He eould imaging T sitting
lere plone at one of Yhese lietle iron tbles,
andl deeidedly it was not pleasant. When
he pictuesd hinself s returning to 1
room in the hotel and to the company of

wis

185,

i

the hotel valet, it put lim in s moosd
that sugured G0 for the valel,
l4‘l)|{ the present Movjory was also-

Tutely indispensable, She omght o Lnow
tht oovalest conld not adjuse aosilk D=
kerehiol properly, and that without this

hie eonld net even gooapon the #ieeet,
And owhoo wontld ol te Tiime frome the
Anevienn popors?

Th wins 0 furether excise, she i,
for her to bring in his heoak a7 hait if

shoodid not st opposite him at hreakfas,

what in thnder was the use of eating
biewgelefist
SMargory,” he said, “didn’t T ask you

Lo nery me
Sho nodided,
SThat was necessaey in order that we
might he agrad,” slie eeminded him,
St he ngreed,  “Now  thers
s Lo heoonly one way that we may

Feep right on being engaged.”

1 don't see that, Moute,” she an-
swered. “Woo may keep on heing eni-
waged ws long o= we please, mayn't owe

1t not.  That iz there isn’
much sen PAr i won't et me go 1o
Frois with yom.”

SOF conrse yon ean't do that "

“And et he osaid, S0 we were toae-
piedl T eonbd go, equldn’t 12"

SWhy —er—yes,” she faltered, 1 sup-
ot s &

“The lie s=aid, “why don't we get

TATTi

Shee did not turn away her head,  She
liftedd her dark eyes to his,
“Just what do you mean, Monte? " she
demanded,
moenn,” he said uneasily, “that we

should ret married just so that we can go
an—as we e been the atoten da
Really, we'll &till only e engaged, but no
one need know that, Besides, no one will
care, i we're married,”

e gained confidence as he weat on,
though he was somewhat afrail of the
waonder in her eyes,

“People don’t eare anything nrore about
you after you terrivl T said.
“Phey just let you drop as iF vou were
done for, It's o queer thing, but they
do, Why, if we wore marvied wo could
it here all day and no one would give us
nosecond glanee.  We conld have break-
fast together ag often as we wished, and
no one would care a hang.  1've seen it
done, We could go to Etoiz together,
and 1 could pay for lalf the villa and you
conld pay for half.  You ean bring Marie,
and we can stay long as we w with=
ot having any one turn an eye”

He was growing erdhusinstic now,

“Phere will be nothing to prevent yon
from doing just s you wisl,  You can

paint all Gy if you want.  You ean paing
vurds of tnings—alive trees and sky and
rocks,  There lots of them around
Kt Al |

Y shoe terrnpled;  “what ean
you da, Mont

“1 ean wateh you paint,” he answered.

“Op 1 oean walk, Or T can—oh, {here' II
be plenty for me to o do, TR we tire of
Frois we can move somewhere else.  1f
wo tre of each other's company, why,
woooenn caech go o =omewhere ol It's
ainple, t it We ean both do just ns

wi please, ean’t wel  There won't be a
living soul with the right to open his
head 1o us. Do you get that?  Why,
evien if you want to go off by vourself,
with Mes, in front of your name they'll
let vou nlone

At fiest she had been surprised
alie had been amused, but now
thinking.

then
was
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‘s If He Hosn'tit, Let Us Koow Immedivlely,

“1s gueer, dsn't iy, Monte,
should be like that!”

I the way it s, It makes every
thing anuph and puts the whols ma tet
u]: tu us,

05, " she admitted thoughtfally,

SOF conrse,” e ospid, *I'm assuming |
you don't mind baving me around quite
alot.”

“No, T den't iead that,”
B “But 'meow osdering if

Bavving o sronid?

1 ddidn’t realize until this last week
how-—woell,
ing you aroumd,

She glaneed up.

WY e " i
think we've malo enell other eomfort-
able.  After all—that's somothing.”

“It's a whole lot,”

“And it necdn’'t ever bo anything else,
need 97

“Certainly not,”
would spoil every I]Ii!l]{‘
woe're trying to avoild,”

To his surprise, she suddenly rose ns if
Lo ledve.

“Look here!™ ho exelaimed, “Can't we
settle this he now B0 that we won't
Liave to worry ahout it?

He disliked having anything el
worry about,

A1 should think the least you'd expect
of me would be to think it over,”
nnswered.

1t would be
go ohead,” e

* he confessed.

“That
whind

he declared,
That's

so- mueh simplor just to
declired,

HERFE seemed to be no apparent rens

<on in the world why she should nol
sont to Monte's proposal. Inoamd ol
frsell, the arenngement offervd  her ex-
actly what she eraved —the widest pos-

sibile frecdom to lead here own Tite withone
let or hindravee (rom any one, combined
with  the  least  possible responsibility.
All this she would recvive withont any
of the obligations with which miost women
heavily for their release from the
bondage in which they are Dl until
. For they pay o when

that it

she nssurol |
ou'll mind |

how .ulnt'nrlu'l lo it was hay- |

“that's the word. 1

she
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