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PEACE OFFER SPURNED
BY ALLIES AS A SHAM
ON PART OF GERMANY

Entente Powers Characterize Proposal for
Conference Without Conditions as War
Maneuver to Stiffen Teuton Public
Opinion, Already Cooling.

REPLY HANDED TO U. S. AMBASSADOR
IN PARIS TO BE DELIVERED TO BERLIN

Kaiser and Other Hostile Rulers Told Conflict Must Go On Until Repara-
tion for Violated Rights and Guarantees for
Future Tranquillity Are Made.

By the Amsocinted P'ress. -
PARIS, December 30.—In reply to the proffer of Germany and

her allies for a peace conference, the entente allies, in a collective
note, declare that they “refuse to consider a proposal which is empty
and insincere.” The note was handed to the American ambassador,
William Graves Sharp, today by Premier Briand, and was made pub-
lic simultaneously in London and Paris.

The entente allied governments insist that no peace is possible
so long as they have not secured reparation for violated rights and
liberties and the free existence of small states and have not brought
about a settlement for the future security of the world. The note
declares that the proposal of the central powers is not an offer of
peace, but a “war maneuver.” It is declared to be founded on “cal-
culated misinterpretation of the character of the struggle in the past,
the present and the future.”

POWERS' AIM AS TO BELGIUM.

The note does not specifically outline the definite war aims of
any of the entente governments, except Belgium. Before the war,
it is pointed out, Belgium asked for nothing but to live in harmony
with her neighbors. Assailed in spite of the treaties guaranteeing
her inviolability, Belgium, the note says, has taken up arms to de-
fend her independence and “her neutrality violated by Germany.”

Belgium’s aim, which is declared to be the only aim of her king
and government, is described as “the re-establishment of peace and
justice. - -But they only desirc peace whieh Teit
country legitimate reparation, guarantees and safeguards for the

- el I s T e R W L & ¥ :
_ The note, wﬁfc'lra is the joint act of BeTgmm, ch’{. Great Britain,
m‘m Montenegro, Portugal, Rumania, Russia and Serbia,
re it the present strife was desired, provoked and declared
by Germany and Austria-Hungary, and that Germany made no effort
to bring about a pacific solution of the trouble between Serbia and
Austria-Hungary, as did Great ’Britain, France and Russia.

DEMAND REPARATION AND GUARANTEES.

A peace concluded upon the German idea would be only to the
advantage of the central powers, says the note, while disasters
caused by the war demand penalties, reparation and guarantees.

The German overtures are described as a calculated attempt to
influence the future course of the war and to end it by imposing a
German peace. The overtures also are said to have the effect of
intimidating neutral public opinion as well as to stiffen opinion in
the central powers “worn out by economic pressure and crushed by
the supreme effort which has been imposed upon their inhabitants.”

“Finally,” it is asserted, “these overtures attempt to justify in
advance in the eves of the world a new series of crimes—submarine
warfare, deportations, forced labor and forced enlistment of the
inhabitants against their own countries and violations of neutrality.”

The text of the note follows:

Text of Allies’ Answer.

“The allied governments of Bel-
gium, France, Great Britain, Italy,
Japan, Montenegro, Portugal, Ru-
mania, Russia and Serbia, united for
the defense of the liberty of their
peoplea and falthful to engagements
taken not to lay down their arms
separately, have resolved to reply
collectively to the pretended propo-

sittons of peace which were address-
4 to them on behalf of the enemy

of the conflict. But to all these ef-
forts Germany gave neither answer
nor effect.

“War Map Only Passing Phase.”

“Belgium was invaded by an empire
which had guaranteed her neutrality
and which had the assurance to pro-
claim that treatles were ‘scraps of
paper’ and that ‘necessity knows no
law.”

“At the present moment thene
sham offers on the part of Germany

rest on the ‘war map’ of Earo
nlone, which represents -

nothing
governments through the interme- more than a superficial and
. pansing
diary of the United States, Spain, phane of the nitus
Switzerland and Holland. Before e s et the

real strength of the helligerents, A
peace concluded upon these terms
would be only to the advantage of
the aggressors, who, after imagin-
ing that they woull reach their goal
in two months, discovered after two
years that they could never attain it.

“An for the future, the disasters
esused by the German declaration of
war and the innumerable outrages
commlitted by Germany and her al-
Hes against both belligerents and
Neutrals demand penalties, repara-
tlom and guarastees. Germany
avoids mention of any of these,

“In reality these overtures made
Ly central powers are nothing more
than a calculated alttempt to influ-
enee the future course of the war

and to end it by imposing a German
eace,

making any reply the allied powers |
desnire particularly to protest against l
the two essential assertions of the
note of the enemy powers that pre-
tend to throw upon the allies re- |
nsibllity for the war and pro-
mm the victory of the central
po

wWers.

“The allied governments cannot
admit an affirmation doubly inexact
and which suffices to render sterile |
all tentative negotiation. The allied
mations have sustained for thirty
months & war they did everything to
avoid. They have shown by their
acts thelr attachment to peace. That
attachment is as strong today as it
was in 1914, Hut it s not upon the
werd of Germany, afiter the viola-
tion of It engagements, that the
peace breken by her may be based.

Calls Offer Sham Proposal. |

“A mere suggestion, without a state- I
ment of terms, that negotiationa
should be opened is not an offer of
peace. The putting forward by the
imperial gorvernment of a sham pro-
pesal lacking all subatance and pre-
1ad id app to be less an
effer of peace than &8 war mancuver,
It i=s # ded on cale
terpreintion of the rharacter of the

strugsle in the past, the present and
the futare.

“An for the past, the German note
takes no account of the facts, dates
and figures which establish that the

Object of the Overtures.

“The object of these overtures is
to create dissension in public opin-
fon in the allied countries. But that
public opinion has, in spite of all the
sacrifices endured by the allies, al-
ready given its answer with admir-
able firmness and has denounced the
empty pretense of the declaration of
the enemy powers.

“They have the further ob t of
stiffening public opinion in Geﬁ--y
and in the countries allied to her—
one and all severely tried by their
lonsen, worn out by ecomomie pres-
sure and crushed by the aupreme of-

fort which has been im
their inhabitants. S S

“They endeavor to decelve and in-

war was desired, provoked and de- S
clared by Germany and Austria- timidate public opinion in neutral
Hungary. countries, whose inhabitants have

long since made up thelr minds
where the initlal responsibilities lie
and are far too enlightened to favor
the designs of Germany by abandon-
ing the def of h freed.

"At The Hague conference it was a
German delegate who refused all pro-
posals for disarmament. July,
1914, it was Austrin-Hungary who,
after having addressed to SBerbia an

“Finally, these overtures at

unpreceden ultimatum, declared attempt
war u . _spite of the satis- to justify in advance in the eyes of
faction w at once been ne- the world a new series of crimes—

& iy submarine warfare, deportations,

forced labor and forced enlistment
of the fnhabitants against their own
countries and violations of neutral-
ity.

“Proposal Empty and Insincers.”

“The central-empires then rejected
all attempts made by the entente to
bring about a pacific solution of a
purely local conflict. Great Britain
suggested a conference; France pro-
an international commission;
of Russia asked the Ger-

EIGHT REACH GOAL
INARMY AERO TEST

Flight of 165 Miles Made in
Less Than Two Hours, From
Hempstead to Philadelphia.

TWO MACHINES DAMAGED

Br the Associated Press.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., December 30.—
Eight of the twelve army aviators who
started from Hempstead, I. L, for this
city today in a qualification test for
government pilot licensea arrived at
the Philadelphia navy yard, completing
the flight of 185 miles in less than two
hours. Two of the aviators who failed
to reach this city were compelled to
descend because of motor trouble near
Monmouth Junction, N. J. and one at
Deans, near that place. Engine trouble
caused one of the squad to abandon
the flight ten miles from Hempstead.

Order in Which Machines Finish.

With but few mishaps to wmar the
success of the flight, the machines de-
scended in the following order:

Lieut. Coyle of the New Hampshire
National Guard, with passenger, 11:34
a.m.

H. W. Brickley, with C. H. Reynolds,
passenger, 11:40 am.

Tex €. Milliman, with S. A. Blalr,
11:43 a.m.

Capt. J. E. Carberry, Army Signal
Corps, 11:50 am, - 2
Lieut. James E. Miller, New York,
11:52 a.m.

Lieut. G. Osborne, 11:51 am.

Leonard Barney, with Instructor Al-
len, 11:56 a.m.

Lieut. E. W. Bagnall, with Sergt. E.
A, Kruss, 1:30 p.m.

Lieut. Tobort Carolin, with Lieut.
Wheaton as a passenger, crashed into
a fence at Deans, N. J., after motor
trouble forced them to descend at 11:55
a.m. Both planes of the machine were
smashed, but the men escaped injury.
The machine will be hauled to Hemp-
stead on a motor truck tomorrow.

To Make Return Trip.

Bergt. E. W. Noyes, with a passenger
named Meredith, descended at 11:10
a.m. on the outskirts of Monmouth
Junction without difficulty. They will
make the trip back to Hempstead to-
morrow, when those who reached this
city will return to the starting point.
Capt. Raynal C. Bolling descended at
Monmouth. Lieut. Kilner and John B.
Stetson, jr., of Philadelphia, a passen-
ger, abandoned the flight shortly after
the start.

With the exception of the machine
piloted by Brickley, which was dam-
aged in a thirty-foot plunge just be-
fore the landing here, all of the planss,

ci over the battlesh
na o

e -.w'tlu
ver jolted, but otherw _un
“jﬁrcd.‘ en their mﬂu?g" t
top of a flagpole and, falllhg, buried its
nose in the ground at an angle of for-
ty-five degrees. The machine was
slightly damaged.

Numbed by Intense Cold.

Most of the aviators had to be as-
sisted from their machines to the ma-
rine barracks at the navy yard, the in-
tense cold having numbed their arms
and legs, although they wore special
garments. Frozen moisture fringed
their faces.

Altitudes ranging from 2,000 to §,000
feet were reached during the trip, the
aviators shaping their course to Tren-
ton, N. J., following the Delaware river
to the navy vard. During the journey
tests of stabilizers and other airplane
devices were made. :

The return flight to Hempstead will
begin at 9 o'clock tomorrow morning.

INSURES EMPLOYES' LIVES.

Union Pacific Railroad Takes Out
Blanket $30,000,000 Policy.

NEW YORK, December 30.—The insur-
ance which the Union Pacific railway sys-
tem recently announced It had placed on
the lives of its employes covers 40,000
persons and amounts to $30,000.000, it was
announced tonight by the Equitable Life
Assurance Society, which wrote the con-
tract, effective tomorrow.

The contract, written under the go-
called “group plan,' provides insurance
equivalent to one year's salary not to ex-
ceed §2,500 on each employe who has been
in the service of the company one year.
The employes are not obliged to undergn
medical examination and the Union Paci-
fic pays the cost of the insurance.

GEN. HOWARD CARROLL DEAD.

Former Washington Newspaper Man.
Author, Financier and Soldier.

NEW YORK, December 30.—Gen.
Howard (arroil, who was inspector-
general of the XNew York National
GGuard in the Spanish-American war,

died suddenly @t his home here today.
(jen. Carroll was born in Albany In
1864. He was a journalist, an author,
a financier and a contractor, as well ar
a soldier. Educated in this country and

in Germany. fen. CCarroll was at one
time & reporter with the New York
Times, and later was that paper's

Washington correspondent. He.refused

a private secretaryvship proffered by
President Arthur. He was a delegate to
three republican national econventionas.

His father. Gen. Howard Carroll, was
killed in the battie of Antiatam.

Heads Phi Kappa Sigma.
CHICAGO, December 30.—Hazeltine
Smith of Philadelphia was chosen grand
president of the Phl Kappa Sigma col-
lege fraternity at the closing session

of the fAfty-third annual convention
here today. Five hundred delegates,
representing thirty-five colleges and
universities attended.

New Year ISSI.IC

The Star will be issued
New Year day by 1 o'clock
and deli

at once
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T. W LAWSIN 0 VIS
MR, HENRY TOMORRON

Answers Congressman's Prediction
He Cannot Make Good on Graft
Leak Charges.

BOSTON, December 10.—In response
to a telegram from-Representative Rob-
ert L. Henry of Texas urging that he
g0 to Washington immediately and pro-
duce any facts he may have bearing on
a “leak” from the State Department to
Wall street in connection with Presi-
dent Wilson's recent peace note, Thomas
W. Lawson today replied by wirs that4
he would call on the representaiive
AMonday.

“You have libeled congressmen and
lic_oMmei X prgdict yoy can-
not make good,” Répresentative Henry

ted in the teleginm Which Mr. Law-
son made public here today. Tt was ex-
plained that Mr. Henry made his re-
quest in his capacity as a member of
the House rules committee, of which he
is chairman.

Lawson Announces Intentions.

“The good old Capito]l has been wal-
lowing in Wall street leak grafts for
forty years,” the Lawson reply said.
“You and Congressman Wood started
this ‘leak” merry-go-round, then wvou
sort of run me into it through your press
statements, and then you made me the
whole of it. Now [ say, congressman,
have a heart, havé a heart.

“This is8 my program: Toemorrow I
will give you a serious 3,000-word bit,
then, if you wish, 1 will visit you on
New Year day, then on Tuesday from
the gallery | will listen to you and the |
other statesmen who missed out on the |
‘leall’ lambast me some more’”

MAY DROP “LEAK" CHARGEI

Rules Committee Not to Act Unless
Evidence Is Forthcoming.

Representative Wood or
Thomas W. l.awson comes forward with
some concrete evidence of a ‘leak’ in
connection with the President's peace
note, the rules committee will drop the
entire matter,” =said Representative
Henry, chalrman of the committee last
night.

*1 do not intend to call the commit-
tee together merely for the sake of
hearing some wild rumors,” continued
Mr. Henry. *“But if Mr. Wood or Mr.
LLawson has actual facts in his pos-
seusjon and can show them to me, then
some action will be taken. | think 1
would recognize such facts if they were
shown 1o me”

BRITISH GHIPS ASK SECRECY.

Request Regarding Clearance Papers
Peferred to Washington.

BOSTON, December 230.—In further-
ance of orders from England to give
out no information regarding the move-
ments of British vessels, agents of
British steamship lines here today re-
quested the collector of the port to re-

“Unless

strict publiclty in connection with
clearance papers and other formal
documents which might indicate the

schedules or cargoes of their vessels.
It i# understood similar requests will
he made at other ports. FPort officials
referred the matter to Washington for
a ruling.

PLEADS FOR LIFE PRISONER.

Against Billik Confessed Perjury.

BPRINGFIELD, 1, December 30.—''To
eage his conscience,” Rev. Peter J. O0'Cal-
laghan, now of Washington, D. C., for-
merly of Chicago, told Gov., Dunne and
the state board of pardons here today he
had been “haunted for eight years by the
belief that Herman Billik, who is serving
a life sentence in the Joliet penitentiary
for murder, is innocent.”

Billlk was sentenced to hang In 1907 for
the murder of Mary Vrzal, whose death
followed that of flve other members of
her family, all as the result of poisoning.
Rev. O'Callaghan said that Jerry Vrzal,
only surviving member of the family,
then fourteen years old, had confessed to
him that bhe perjured himself at the trial
in which he was the principal witness

against
Cupid Kept Busy in New York.

NEW YOREK, December 30.—In spite
‘of the high cost Uf.ﬁﬂu more mar-
riage licenses were d at the mar-

this
an

to go to umtlln.

city in

RVALS TAE SAVE O4T

\
Gubernatorial Contest in Arizona
Further Complicated—Hunt
Tests Office Door Locks.

PHOENTX, Arlz, December 30.—The
gubernatorial contest in Arizona be-
came more complicated today when
both Gov. George W. P. Hunt, demo-
crat, and Tom Campbell, republican,
claimant of the office through the re-
cent election, took the oath of office.
A recount of the ballots which gave
Camphell a slight lead is incomplete.

Gov. Hunt today for the first time
definitely announced that he would op-
pose the accession eof Mr. Campbell
The governor tested the locks of all
dooras leading to his office this after-
noomn.

Friends of Mr. Campbell-are proceed-

ing with preparations for the inaugura--

tiosn om Monday,apdrdeclare that they
will secure a warrant for the arrest
of the governor under a paragraph of
the penal code which makes it a mils-
demeanor for one “who, having been
an executive officer, willfully exercises
any of the functions of:jhis ofce after
his term has expired and successor has
heen elected.”
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Declaration by Warren S. Stone,
Head of the Locomotive
Engineers.

CLEI\'ELAND. December 20.—Warren
8, Stone and W. G. Lee, heads of the
railway engineers and rallway train-
men brotherhoods respectively, arrived
in Cleveland today, following the re-
jection of the demand by the man-
agers' committee that the Adamson
law be placed in effect January 1.

“It is highly improbable that there
will be a strike Monday,” Btone said.

He declared the fr‘nport that = cir-
cular letter had v sent_to_rallway
employes, asking
the authority to call a general strike,
was untrue. “No circular has yet been
prepared,” he said.

' Btone sald no further statement would
be forthcoming teday in Cleveland, and
that there would be no meeting of the

brotherhood heads.
It was pointed out that a 1

~a Tenewal of'

MAY TAX WOOL,
~ RUBBER, COFFEE

Suggested Increase in Duty on
Sugar Also Discussed by
Revenue Raisers.

MEANS TO AVERT DEFICIT

I‘tuties on wool, rubber and coffee
and an increased duty on sugar as
means of averting the threatened def-
feit at the close of the next fiscal year
are under consideration by officials of
the Treasury Department, it was
learned last night. Wool, rubber and
coffes are at present on the free list.
It is understood that the plan to In-
crease revenues now being formulated
by Secretary McAdoo will be submitted
to the President for his approval, and
that it will be laid before the congres-
sional leaders within a few days after
Congress assembles this week.

Position of Department Officials.

The tariffs under consideration by
Secretary McAdoo and his assistants
are understood to be nominal and de-
signed to provide revenue only, and
are not designed to protect American
industries. Rates sufficiently high to
amount to a protective tariif are said to
be opposed by the department officials

and by democratic leaders in Con-
gress,
Indications are that the proposed

tariffls= would be specific, providing for
duties on the basis of weight and qual-
ity, rather than on an ad wvalorem
basis. The latter method has disad-
vantages which are not found in the
former, it is said, and in addition would
inveolve a higher collection cost.

Rubber and Coffee Imports.

The tremendous volume of importa-
tions of rubber and coffee would fur-
nish. even at a nominal tariff, consid-
erable revenue, officials declare, and
would distribute the burden of taxation
upon virtually every one in the na-
tion. Statistics showing the volume of
imports of these materials and of
sugar and wool have been studied
closely by officials with a view to as-
certaining the extent of the tariff to
be recommended. In the case of wool,
which would provide a smaller revenue
than any of the other artlcles under
consideration, a glight advance in
tariff rates on woolen products to keep
pace with the advance in raw wool
might also be suggested.

Amount of Revenue.

How mugch revenve would be pro-
vided by proposed tariff changes, offi-
cials frankly admit, can be determined
. "
wouldl be sufficient, they feel, to meest
the deficit. The Treasury Department
officials estimate this at $180,000,000,
as against an estimate of m..ﬂiaﬂ_‘
made in Congress. Revenue ‘obtained
through the proposed tariffs probably
would go to meet continuing expenses,

strike Monday was an Imnmnibu'l'ty; be-
cause of the fact that the railroad
unions would have to be notified first

and exp due to emergency—such
as that of ordering the National Guard
to the berder and maintaining it there

of such an intention and they would
have to notify their subchairmen, Lee
said he had nothing to add to the
statement given out yesterday in N%w
York. *“There will be no immediate
strike,” he said.

PRESIDENT WRENCHES ANKLE

Falls On Slippery Hillside While
Out Playing Golf.

President Wilson fell on a slippery

jand wrenched his ankle.

| to continue the game, but walked with
‘a decided limp the rest of the day.

hillside while playing golf yesterday
He was able

RAID DETECTIVE BUREATU.

Chicago Federal Officials After Testi-
mony of City Policeman.

CHICAGO, December 30.—On orders
from Judge K. M. Landis of the United
States district court, deputy marshals
raided the city detective bureau here
tonight and seized the bond book and
other records. Sergt. John D. Connell
was taken to the federal court, where
he gave a list of all desk officers of the
bureau.

The action followed testimony
Peter Brown, a desk sergeant, that
“dollars for cigars” had been thrown
to him by bondsmen and others acting
for pickpockets under arrest.

GORIZIA HEAVILY SHELLED.

Italians Check Austrian Surprise At-
tack on the Carso.

ROME, December 30, via London.—A
revival of activity on the part ot Italian
artillery along the whole front is re-
ported in today's communication from
the war office, which follows:

“Along the whole front our artillery

was very Aactive against the enemy's
positions. The enemy again repeatedly
shelled the city and suburbs of Gorizia
without inflicting damage of impor-
tance.

“On the Carso a surprise attack at-
tempted by the enemy against our ad-
“vanced lines was checked promptly by
our infantry.”

NEW RUMANIAN CABINET.

J. 7. C. Bratiano Is Premier in Recon-
structed Body—Other Members.

JASSY, Rumania, via London, Decem-
ber 30.—The Rumanian ecabinet has
been reconstructed under the premier-
ship of J. J. C. Bratiano, who also will
hold the post of minister of forelgn af-
fairs. The other members of the cabi-
net follow:

Minister of war, M. Vintila; minister

of

—would be met through the sale of
| Panama Canal bonds, understood to
I]m\'e been approved by the President.

| Select Raw Materials.
i

In selecting rubber, coffee, sugar and
wool as the bases of consideration of-
ficials were prompted by a desire to
!impuse whatever tariffs may be neces-

sary only upon raw materials. Iron
and steel are understood to have been
| eliminated from consideration, as well
las iron ore. because It was felt that
ito disturb existing conditions in that
industry would be tantamount to up-

setting the situation in a trade of enor- |

| mous proportions, at present delicately
| adjusted. Manufactured goods, it is

iunﬂrrsmod_ virtually have been elimi- |

nated from consideration through the
wdlesire to place the burden on raw ma-
terials only.

Stamp Taxes Unpopular.

No return to the recent stamp taxes
is contemplated in the administration
program, officials assert. The unpopu-
larity of thia form of taxation was fully
demonstratéd, it is felt, in the opera-
tién of the emergency revenue legisla-

tion adopted soon after the war. A
consumption tax on widely used mate-
rials, officials believe, would be equally
unpopular and would be impossible of
strict enforcement without the stamp
feature.

Special Tax Is Proposed
by Representative Hull
to Meet Extra Expenses

In a statement issued last night,
Representative Hpll of Tennessee,
member of the ways and means com-
mittee and framer of the Income tax
law and amendment, discussed the esti-
mated receipts and revenues of the
government and pointed out the line of
demarcation between the ordinary in-
come and expense and the extraordin-
ary expenses to be incurred by the pol-

.

iey of preparedness, Mr. Hull urges,
for these extraordinary ecxpenses, a
special tax levy, so designated in the

law, for a period of three vears.
statement follows:

“When reference is made to the re-
ceipts and expenditures of the federal
government the public understands it
o mean ‘ordinary’ receipts and ex-
penditures. The extent and reasonable-
ness of taxes imposed and the amount
of money expended are judged by this
standard. When new taxes to meet
extraordinary expenditures are levied
both ordinary and extraordinary rev-
enues and expenditures become hope-
lessly blended, so that only a statis-
tician can understand the true condi-
tion of the fiscal affairs of the govern-
ment.

The

Fiscal Problem Before Congress,

“At present the ordinary revenues
with those of the war revenue act of

of the interior, M. Constantinesco; min-
ister of justice, G. Cantacuzene; minis-
ter of public works, M. Justiane; min-
ister of public instruction, J. G. Duca;

minister of industry and commerce, D.
A. Greciano; minister of finance, V.
Antonesco; minister of agriculture, M.
Mirzesca: ministers without portfollos,
M. Pherekyde, Take Jonescu and E.
Constinesco.

Peace Candidate in England.
LONDON, December 30.—According to
a Central News dispatch from Rossen-
dale, the British citizens’ party has de-
clded to run a "peace by negotiations”

1914, less the stamp provisions, are, as
they have been, ample to meet all
ordinary expenditures. The fiscal prob-

lem confronting Congress, therefore,
relates entirely to the program of pre-
paredness recently adopted. This pro-
gram contemplates a new and inde-
pendent system of expenditures to be
met by new tax levies—both extending
over a period of at least three years.

“A proper and logical fisecal policy
would require such new and temporary
system of extraordinary taxatlon and
expenditures to be given classification
separate frem that of the ordinary
receipts and expenditures of the gov-
ernment. This method is generally sup-
ported by precedents of both other
governments and our state and local

PRESIDENT CONFERS
ON RALROAD LS

Goes to Capitol and Discussea:
Legislative Measures With
5 Senator Newlands.

SEEKS TO SPEED PROGRAM

President Wilson went to the Capitel
late yvesterday afternoon and conferred
with Senator Newlands, chairman eof
the Senate interstate commerce coms=
mittee, on the proposed rallroad legis-
lative program. Whiie Senator News
lunds declined 1o discuss what transs
pired at the conference, it s understood
that the President is seeking to ex-
pedite the passage of the proposed laws,
particularly in view of the fallure eof
the railroads and the brotherhoods to
agree on an application of the Adamson
eight-hour law.

It is understood that the President I8
anxious that the legislation be reported
out of the Senate interstate commerce
commitee as quickly as possible and
that the Senate act upon it forthwith.

President Wilson has not kept in touch
with details of the negotintions between
the brotherhood representatives and the
railroads, but js understood to fear that
the failure to reach an agreement may
lead 10 a reopening of the entire contro=
versy. He feels that there has besn
enough public discussion of the pol at
izssue to allow Congress to act promptly.

President’s Visit Unexpected.

The President’'s visit to the Capitol was
unexpected. It was taken as the first
step of the chief executive to hurry up
congressional action. Rumors have been
growing -stronger and stronger the last
few days that little or no railroad legis-
lation could be expected at the present
session of Congress, and that the oppos
sition was strong to the President's pro=
posal for a law making it unlawful to call
a strike or a lockout pending a nuowg
investigation by the government of
matters at issue.

It has been said that unless the Pres-
ident exerts all his influence with Con-
gress, which has been shown to be very
great in the past, this bill has praec-
tically no show of passing. The othes
measures which the President desires
enacted provide for an enlargement of
the interstate commerce commission
and for authority for the President to
take over and operate railroads and
telegraph and telephone lines in case
of military necessity.

was no indication,” Senater
Newlands sald last night, “that the
President had In any way modified or
altered his mnionl for legislation.™

To Hold Hearing Tuesday.
Senator Nawlands said

e oy | e 1

of a strike and that thel‘ﬂl'old
would await the deliberate

Congreas regarding legislation on the

|

“The attention of the country to
!impomnu of legislation

has been drawn as never before, y
my judgment, action of Congress be
very decisive in so far as any attempt to
tie up commerce Is concerned.”

| MESHCHISHTA RETAKEN
BY FORCES OF ENTENTE

PARIS, Décember 30.—"Eastern thea-
ter: From December 24 to 29 thers

was no event of importance. The ar-
tillery struggle continued particulariy
spiriled in the Monastir sector,
- “Italian troops repulsed a Bulgar
reconnoissance near Lake Presba. In
the region of Lake Ochrida, Meshchish-
ta, which had been occupied by Aus-
trian elements, was retaken by the al-
lies. The British army carried out sev=
eral successful raids on the Strums
base and bombarded Demir-Hissar Ly
means of airplanes.”

GET BLUE ENVELOPES.

Hundreds of Chicago Municipal Eme
ployes Lose Their Positions.

CHICAGO, December 20, —Hundreds of
employes of the city of Chicago today
received New Year greetings in the
form of blue envelopes, expressing
readiness to recornmend them highly
for other jobs, but informing them that,
owing to the necessity of cutling ex-
penses, their present jobs wil be
vacant after January 1.

Faced by a deficit of §4,000,000 in the
city's purse, the cily counci! recently
directed department heuds (o cut exe-
penses 25 per cent during January and
14 per cent during the remainder of
the year.

SAYS FRENCH WEARY OF WAR

Berlin Dispatch Declares Lack of
Discipline Is Increasing in Amzy,

BERLIN, December 30, by wireless to
Sayville, N. Y.—"Wearinesa with the
war and lack of discipline are increasing
in the French army.,” says the Oversean
News Agency. A regimental order of
French Infantry Regiment, No. 100, of
the 128th Division, dated December 13,
mentions no iess than nine severe mili=
tary crimes and punishments therefor,
This order was to be read three times
to the troops in order to serve as &
warning:

“*Three men were sentenced, the order
says, lo many years confinement in &
fortress and another to five years at
hard labor for abandoning thelr posts
before the enemy. TWD more were sen-
tenced to three and five years at hard
labor, respectively, for desertion in the
war zone. No less than three soldiers
were sentenced to expulsion from the
army and to death because they deliv-
ered secret plans of operations to the
Germans.

ENTENTE SHIPPING WARNED
BOSTON, December 30.—Radio mes-
sages warning eniente allied shipping
to be on the lookout for a‘disguised
German raider, whose presence in the
Atlantic was reported by British

authorities some time ago, were renew-

ed tomight at frequent Intervals. The
m e8, which are supposed to coma
from British or French cruisers off the
st, were sent oul alternately in
Inglish m dencrip

can idgtq for the house of commons
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governments. By no other method can
h mpo nt brar of_ the :

French. The &

that he would
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