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DANISH WEST INDIES
NOW U. 5. PROPERTY

Treasurf Warrant for $25.-
000.000, Purchase Price,
Handed to Minister Brun.

STARS AND STRIPES RAISED

The final act of more than fifty years'
effart to bring the Danish West In-
dies under the American flag was com-
nleted with formal ceremonies st the
State Department today, when Danish
Minister Brun was handed a Treasury
warrant for $I5,000,000, the purchase
price, and wireless messages were sent

noon today the new possessions passed
definitely and finally under the au-
thority of the United States,

“By giving you this warrant,” Sccre-
tary Lansing said, as he handed the
paper to the minister, “1 will save you

tons of gold.
in coin would
weight.”

The value of this paper
be eguivalent to that

Treasury Warrant Transferred.

At 11 o'clock Secretary McAdoo, at a
formal gathering of State and Navy
Department officials, handed to Secre-
tary Lansing the Treasury warrant for
$25,000,000. ° The Secretary of State in
turn hznded it to the Danish minister,
who signed four certificates of receipt
and four protocols of transfer, for the
State and Treasury departments of
this government, the Danish foreign of-
fice and the legation here.

Immediately thereafter, the Navy De-
partment wirelessed Commander Pol-
lock., ranking American naval officer
at the islands, commanding the Han-
cock, as follows:

“You may receive the islands in the
name of the government of the United
States.”

At the game time the Danish minister
wirelessed the Dlanish governor to give
over the isiands in the name of the
King of Denmark.

Enown as Virgin Islands.

With the formal transfer, the islands
become known is the Virgin Islands of
the United States, o designation chosen
by the natives of the islands and adopt-
ed by the United States government.
In all there are fifty islands. only three
large enough to be of importance. St
Thomas is the most important, and has
one of the flnest harbors in the West
Indies. The harbor will be transform-
eg into a strong naval hase by the
United States, for the protection of the
Panama canal and for general military
purposes. St. Croix and St. John are
the other two large islands.

Formal transfer of the islands will
be ceremoniously_carried out at St.
Thomas. As the Danish flag Is lowered
from government bulldings and fortifi-
catlons and the Stars and Stripes for-
mally are raised, salutes will be fired
by the warships in the harbor and at
the fortifications.

Admiral Oliver to Govern.

Rear Admiral James H. Oliver. chief
of naval intelligence at the Navy De-
partment, is en route to St. Thomas to
assume the duties of governor, having
been appointed by Secretary Daniels
He will serve until a permanent gov-
ernment has been determined upon by
Congress. Local laws will be admin-
istered until Congress has acted.

The $£25,000000 paid to Danish Min-
ister Brun, it is understood, will be
deposited in New York banks Ship-
ment of gold to Denmark at this time

i= prohibitive owing te high marine
and war risk insurance rates, and be-
cause Danish exchange ig at a premium
«n this country and American doliars at
a discount in Demmark. It is believed
the money, whirh will be placed on
time deposit, will be kept in this coun-

try for some time, and probably legls- |
Denmark declaring |

lation enacted in
the gold as a legal reserve of the State
Bank of Denmark. Should that be done,
Denmark could issue currency against
the deposit.

Secretary McAdeo himself put his sig- |
nature to the warrant, drawn upon the |

treasurer of the United States, instead
of the usual printed name underzcribed
by an awthorized Treasury Department
official, calling for payment of the $25 -
Un0.000 to the minister of the Danish
government. The names of the con-
troller of the Treasury. W. W. War-
wick, and of the treasurer of the 'nit-
ed States, John Burke, were also writ-
ten by those officials instead of being
undersigned by subordinates.

BRITISH MAKE BIG
MESOPOTAMIA ADVANCE

LONDON, March 31, 3:55 p.m.—Britigh
forces in Mesopotamia, advancinz to
the north of Bagdad. have occupied the
town of Kalaat Felujah and the areas
of Deltawah and Sindivah and Shera-
ban, according to an eofficial statement

issued today by the BEritish press bu-
rean.
The EBEritish troops, the statement

adds. were now confronted by the TETN -

nants of the Turkish army which re-
treated from Kut-el-Amara, whirh
were reinforced by fresh units nesr

Iieltawah and Sindivah.

SAYS BRITAIN IS IN PERIL.

Rt. Hon. Hays Fishesq Says Every!

One Must Enter National Service.

LONTHN, 31.—The Rt. Hon.
William Fizher, parlinmentary
meeretary the local a:n\'ernrneri-t
board. in an address at Hull last night
gald it wasx not exaggeration to say
that the country in deadly
at the present moment.

March
Havs
to

wis peril

“We must have national service for
everyb=dy.” =aid Mr. Fisher. *“We did
not int*yd to stand more than three
vears of 'r.  Germany's idea was to
starve us “ut before we could knock
her out. What we want iz to knock

the enemy our this year, and we are
beginning to do it

Refuzes to Congratulate Russia.
BERN, via Paris. March Bl —The
Swiss national council has rejected gz
motion made by the socialists to send
congratulations of good wishes to the
_new Russian government. The vote was
7 to 2L
A dispatch from Hern, March 27, said
the Swiss federal council had in-

structed the Swiss minister in Petro-
to enter into diplomatic relations
with the new Russian government

to the American and Danish authorities
at the Islands to Jower the Danish fAag
and raise the Stars and Stripes; At

the trouble of transporting forty-eight |

BRILLIANTLY GARRY
GERMAN POSITIONS

French Make Further Progress
to East. South of
]; (hilette River.

IN CHAMPAGNE

BATTLES

By the Assoriated Press,

PARIS, March 31L.—French troops
last might successfully attacked the
fﬁ'—l’lﬂ:ll"l"[‘l!.‘il!i-"l:h =outh of the Ajlette
river and important progress
eastward, the war office announced to-

macke

day.

Champagne in a

counter expelled the Germans
from thiey captured there |
Muarch 28, according to the French of-

ficial communication issued last night

The Germans now are (rying to regain
The statement of to-

French troops in
attack

positior

these positions,
day follows:
“Between the Somme and the Oise in
the sector of Benay there was spirited
artillery fighting. South of the Ailette
? we attacked with success several posi-

tions of the enemy on the front be-
tween Neuville Sur Margival and
Vregny. Our troops made important

progress east of this line and brilliant-
l¥ carried several points of support,
notwithstanding the energetic defense
of the Germans.

German Attacks Broken.

| “In the Champagne the Germans re-
| Aoubled their efforts against the posi-
tions which were captured yesterday
west of Maisons de Champagne. In the
evening and during the night the Ger-

mans made five violent counier at-
| tacks. These assaults were broken up
by our machine guns and curtains of

| fire and the enemy suffered very heavy
losses. The number of prisoners taken
was eighty, of whom two are officers.

“In Alsace, near Ammertzweiler, we
checked a surprise attack of the enemy.
We dispersed German patrols in the
region of Pfetierhausen and took pris-%
oners,

“Belgian communication: During the
night a Belgian detachment made an
incursion into the first German line at
the bridge of Steenstraete. Sharp fight-
ing resulted, in which severe losses
were inflicted on the adversary who
had to abandon a few prisoners.””

British Take Villages.

LONDON, March 31.—British troops
have captured the villages of Ruyal-
jcourt, Sorel-le-Grand and Fins, be-
tween Bertincourt and Roisel, on the
front in France, according to the official

statement from British headquarters
issued last night. The text of the
Statement reads.

“We have occupied the villages of
Ruyaleourt, Sorel-le-Grand and Fins,
and have gained ground, after sharp
fighting, in the neighborhood of Heudi-
court, where we took a few prisoners.
Early this morning a hostile attack
upon our positions south of Neuville-
Bourjenval was driven off with loss.

“We entered the enemy's lies last
night at two points each of Neuville St.
Vaas=t, inflicted casualties and secured
prisoners. 2

“The artillery was active on both
sides at a number of points during the
day. East of Vermelles our heavy ar-
tillery obtained several hits on a Ger-
man train.”

Fighting in Champagne.

BEERLIN, March 31.—The supple-
mentary German headquarters official
statement iszued last evening says:

“North of RHoisel and south of Ripont
in the Champagne region on the west-
‘ern front fighting has been active.”

i The progress of the British and the

French in the sector of the western
front evacuated by the Germans has
almost stopped, according to German
officials here. The fighting is grow-
ing more stubborn, but they declare|
| the French reports of the battles are
Iaverdrawn, the engagements being

mere manifestations of mobile war-
| fare and the real action not having vet
taken place.

The success of their undertaking, the
| German officials declare, is- proved by
i the fuaet that the rear guards have cap-
turged 330 prigoners, two machine guns
and one revolver cannon, while the
British, who are moving forward at a
slower pace than the French, have re-
norted no prisoners and no guns taken,
and the French, who have made at one
| point a twenty-five-mile advance, have
taken but 120 prisoners and no guns.

SENATOR STONE WILL
VOTE AGAINST ANY WAR

Breaks His Silence and Announces
Attitude Has Not Changed
Since March 4.

Senator Stone,

relations

chairman of the for-
committee, broke his
an the jnternational situ-
atton amd said that today war appears
probable: that he will vote against a
war declaration, but 'will give President
Wilson his unlimited support if war is
decided upon,

cign
silence today

Senator Stone said he did
not know the President’s program, but
would co-operate in enabling Congress
to promptly express its convictions.

“1 have no! changed my position

nor

The foreign relations committee will

meet it 4 o'clock in the afterncon of
the day the President addresses (‘on-
Eress,

Senator Stone intimated that the han-
dling of a war resolution in the Sen
would be left to some other senator ac-
ceptable to the President and the com-
mittee. Senator Hitchcock of Nebraska,
next in rank to Senator Stone, has told
the President that he opposes a war
declaration, and it appeared probable
that Senator Willilams of Mississippi,
the next in line on the democratic side,
might be chosen,

Besumes Relief Work in Belgium.,

NEW YORK., Marech 31.—Herhert (.
Hoover, chairman of the commission
for relief in BHelgium, who sailed re-
cently from the United States on his
return to Europe, has reached his des-
tination, according to a cablegram re-
ceived from him at the American head-
quarters of the commission here. Mr.
Hoover's message said reorganization
of the commission's membership in
Belgium was proceeding rapidly and
smoothly and that there would be no

convietions since the armed neutrality ””m“'_pr to. Belgivm, has suftercdiany
resolution was before the Senate,” said | violation of his privileges. The dis-
&-.man_u-..‘-.m!w. “l will vote against alpateh says that Mr. Whitlock will he
Wi njm.hnlon. but® if war is decided | granted every privilege of a neutral
u1|r||_| I'd like to see :m}'_ une go !H]’lht‘.‘l' diplomat until he ¢rosses the frontier
In backing up the President in its un-|,pnd that all oblig: s in regard to
PP ) i 1 i T -
limited prosecution, I the American reg entatives of the

interference with the food supply. -

TWO VESSELS SUNK;
AMERICANS ABOARD

One on British Liner Crispin
Known Dead—~Others on
Snowdon Range.

REPORT BY CONSUL FROST

Two DBritish  steamers, the
Snowdon Range and the Booth
liner Crispin, both with Ameri-
cans aboard, of whom a number
are unaccounted for, were
ported to the State Department
today to have been sunk without |

re-

warning by a submarine.

On  the Crispin the torpedo
struck the engine room, killing
five men, two of whom are be-

lieved to have been Americans.

Consul Frost, at Queenstown, report-
ing the loss of the freight liner Crispin,
said:

“Crigpin, 2,483 tons, Newport News (o
Liverpool: 686 horses; torpedoed with-
out warning fourteen miles off Hook
Head, 7:15 pm., 29th. Sixty-eight out
of ship’'s complement of 112 were
Americans. Two boals missing, not im-
probably lost.

Torpedo Struck Engine Room.

“Torpedo struck engine room star-
board side, explosion killing five men, bf
whom tweo helieved Americans. Sub-
marine not seen, but wake of torpedo
seen by Americans. Vessel carried gun
and wireless. Latter was wrecked by
explosion. Weather moderate, wind,
overcast sky, very heavy swells. Ves-
sel sank slowly, but return on beard
not feasible owing to heavy sea.

“One boat, with nineteen survivors,
landed at Queenstown, including cap-
tain, chief steward, veterinarian and
ten Americans—R. H. Elser, Newport
News: Carl Larkenson, Augusta, Ga.;
James Smith, Baltimore; Bland Tinsley,
P’hiladelphia; R. L. Hays, Covington:
James Franklin, New York eity; George
Killy, Baltimore: George St. Armand,
Waorcester; Harry Davis, Baltimore, and
John Williams, Newport News.

“Other boats believed landing Milford
Haven and elsewhere.”

Death of One American Established.

A later dispatch from Consul Frost
definitely established the Killing of one
American, and sald others probably had
been killed. The Crispin was bound for

Avonmouth.

“Ome American, negro, probably named
Hollier,” the message said, “was killed
by the explosion. Total killed and miss-
ing now eight, of whom some beal
Hollier were Americans. Some survivor:
landed as follows: Nineteen at Queens-J
town, seventy at Milford Haven, two at
Dunmore, Ireland, and thirteen are on
board an admiralty vessel to land at
Queenstown tomorrow evening.

“It now transpires that the ship's
wireless did get off signals, using re-
serve batteries.”

Report on the Snowdon Range.

The dispatch from Liverpool, reporting
the sinking of the Snowdon Range, fol-
lows: :

“Rritish steamer Snowdon Range, Phil
adelphia to Liverpool, with general car-
go and powder, one gun aft, torpedoed
without warning at 8:45 a.m., March 28,
thirty-five miles from Hollvhead. XNo
vessel in sight,- sea calm, weather hazy,
no resistance, submarine submerged at
time of attack. Four killed by explosion,
remainder of crew took to boats, includ-
ing James Carroll, Philadelphia; George
Alexander, colored. Wilmington, N. C.;
Burt Thebalt, Philadelphin, native-born
Americans, and Paddy McCabe, natural-
ized, no permanent address.

“Submarine emerged, shdowing German
flag. shelled Snowdon Range, then board-
ed and removed provisions and detachable
btass, placed bombs, vessel sunk. Crew
picked up & p.m., taken Hollyhead.”

A dispatch from Swansea said the col-
lector of customs there reported that
forty-uine Amer ng from the British
cattle steamer Crispin had been landed
at Milford Haven. XNo additional details
of the sinking of the Crispin were given.

Records Show Three Americans.

PHILADELPHIA, March 31.—The rec-
ords of the British consul general's office
in this elty show that three- Americans,
all firemen, were shipped from the port of
Philadelphia on the Snowdon Range.
They were A. I’ Small, twenty-three
vears old, Philadelphia; Bert Thimbault,
fortv-two, no address, and James Ar-
mine, whose address in the records is
given as 45815 Delincy avenue, Bulk, Mo,

BRAND WHITLOCK SOON
TO GO TO SWITZERLAND

LONDON, March 3l.—Brand Whit-
lock, the American minister to Bel-
gmium, and the members of the American
relief commizsion will shortly leave

Brussels on a gpecial train for Switzer-
land, according to Heuter's Amsterdam
correspondent, who quotes Berlin ad-
vices as his authority.

A Berlin dispatch to Reuter's by way
Amsrterdam emphatically denies re-
that Brand Whitlock, American

of
ports

Belgian relief commission will be strict- |
1y ohserved.

Not Guilty of Killing Husband. !

DENVER, Col., March 31.—Mrs.
Stella Newton Moore Smith, a wealthy
society woman, was yesterday found
not guilty of murdering her husband,
John Lawrence Smith. The jury was
out only nine minutes. Smith was
slain the morning of January 13. His
wife maintained she was forced to kill
him following a night of torture that
culminated in threats by Smith to kill
Mildred, Mr= Smith's twelve-yvear-old
daughter by a former marriage. Smith
formerly was & chauffeur employed by
Mrs. Smith's father, Fred Britton. a
wenlthy oil operator,

Favors Universal Military Serviee.

HARTFORD, (Conpn, March J1.—aA
memorial to Congress favoring enact-
ment of legislation to provide for "uni-

versal military service™ has been addpt-
ed by bolh branches of the general as-
sembly.

THE PACIFIST'S DREAM.

DEMOGRATS SEEM
URE OF THE HOUSE

liness of Two Republicans
May Make Champ Clark
Speaker.

Democratic organization of the House
seemed assured today when it became
known that illness will prevent the at-
tendance at the opening session Mon-
day of Representative Henry T. Helge-
sen, republican, of North Dakota. Mr.
Helgesen was operated on for appendi-
citis at Garfleld Hospital last night, and
while physicians say his condition is
favorable, he will be unable to attend
the sessions for some time. Representa-
tive Capstick of New Jersey, another
republican, is reported to be on the sick
list, and with the absence of these two
votes the democrats will control.

Two Clark Men Republicans.

Backers of Champ Clark expressed con-
fidence today that at least two republi-
cans would vote for him for Speaker, al-
though they declined to name the men.

Appointment of a committee on com-
mittees of seventeen members and a
steering committee of seven members,
with the Speaker a schairman of each, was
recommended in resolutions adopted to-
day by a republican committee appointed
to submit organization plans to the con-
ference later today. This action was said
to have been unanimous.

Republican Leader Mann is expected
to be the nominee for Speaker, and
the proposed steéring committee would
take up the question of naming a floor
leader to succeed him If he is elected.
No attempt was made to have the com-
mittee recommend a floor leader in case
of Mr. Mann's election, according to
Representative Madden, its chairman.

Bleakley Case Taken Up.

The Pennsylvania delegation met to-
day and discussed the Ilikelihood ot
Representative-elect Bleakley, the Penn-
sylvania republican who has been
indicted for wviolation of the election
laws, participating in the organization
of the House. Representative Moore
said that he expected Bleakley to be
here and vote. The House s said to
be powerless to prevent his voting in
the speakership contest, as it cannot
deal with any cases affecting the ac-
tions of a member until after it is or-
ganized.

MERELY NAVAL TARGETS.

Mistaken for Submarines Captured
by American Warships.

NEW YOREK, March 31.—The mystery
of the eighteen submarines reported ip
some morning newspapers captured hy
American warghip in an anonymous
cable message from Panama, said
have been seen by passengers on the
steamship Advance off Watling Island,
was cleared today by the Rev. and Mrs.
Thomas H. Candor of the Presbyterian
board of foreign missions, passengers
the steamship Carrillo, from Pan-

an
Lo

on
ama.

The clergyman said the reported 17-
boats were merely a procession of
harmless naval targets, in tow of seven

warships, each warship having lines at-
1

tached to two or three targets,

“The Carrillo, bound for New York,
passed the “‘captured submarines” off
San Salvador, about the time that the
Advance, steaming southward, did like-
wise.

Dr. and Mrs, Candor were
way home from Bogota.

WANTS U. S. TO JOIN ALLIES.

on their

American League of California Sends
Telegram to President Wilson.

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., March 1.
After organizing the American League
of (alifornia, a group of leading men
of the state have sent telegrams to
President Wilson and members of Con-
gress urging that the United States
join forces with the allies and declare
war agalnst Germany.

The league, which includes among
its members Archbishop Edward .l
H{anna of the Roman Catholic Church,
Bishop WiMMam Ford Nicholls of the
Episcopal Church and President Hay
Lyman Wilbur of Stanford University,
also issued a declaration of principles.

In this declaration the conviction
was expressed that the principles of
national conduct governing Germany's
action in the war are inconzistent with
the. principles of democracy and the
purpoges and aspirations of the United
States.

5

B0Y ROBBER FIRES
~ATG A STIRLING

Unsuccessful Attempt to Steal
National Training School
Pay Roll.

George A. Stirling, superintendent of
the National Training School for Boys,
Bladensburg road near the Distriet line,
this afterncon was held up by two
white boys at the point of revolvers.
When the superintendent refused to
hand over the pay roll money he was
carrying at the time he was fired at by
one of the highwaymen, and the bullet
passed through his trousers and slight-
1y scratched his leg.

Today was pay day at the training
school, and the superintendent had the
pay envelopes with him on his way to
Izhe main building, when the armed
young men displayed their weapons
and demanded that he surrender the
money to them.

Started to Arrest Robbers.

Mr. Stirling stdrted to climb from
the automobile to place the trespassers

under arrest and then it was that he
was fired upon. Then the highway-

men fled.
apt. Schneider of the ninth police
precinet and several members of his

command joined in the hunt for the
young outlaws,

An hour after the attempted hold-up
took place the escaping boys were seen
in the woods near a brick yard between
the scene of the shooting and the city.

Members of the police squad pursuing
the fugitives reported that the latter
nrobably were hiding in the woods or
in a building between the Bladensburg
road and the Eastern branch. They
realized, however, that they may have
crossed the branch and made their way
in the direction of Maryland.

Neither of them rﬁscarded his weapon
on the grounds of the institution, and
Capt. Schneider advised his men to use

hility of getting shot. Inmates of the
institution were in the building when
the shooting occurred, it is stated, and
the affair caused no excitement among
them. It is believed one of the boys
was a former inmate of the school.

| TOMORROW

“UNCLE SAM IS5 APRIL-FOOLING
NATURE'—He changes the course
of rivers, makes ‘‘summer time''
for coul miners and plays all sorts
of 'I'April fool jokes'' on the plant
world.

“THE CONSUL AT PARAMINTA." a
story which will hold your interest

from beginning to end, by LEE
FOSTER HARTMAN, i

“THOMAS JEFFERSON AS AN AGRI-
CULTURIST"'—With April 13th the
one hundred and seventy-fourth an-
niversary of his birth, and with a
widespread interest now manifasted
in farming and gerdening, it is in-
teresting to hknow Jefferson’s views
of agriculture,

A MAN DIE. SHALL HE LIVE
AGAIN?" by BRUCE BARTON.

“HOME GARDENING FOR THE CITY
CHILD '—A _W“]llnrtnn_ woman who
has been giving practical instruc-
tion in this subject for the past
fifteen years tells of gardens she
has known.

“THE MAN WHO PAID."” an impres-
lluLthnT?. by WILLIAM DAVID
BALL.

IR

“EVEN CIRCUS ELEPHANTS SHARE
WAR WORK IN ENGLAND"'—They
are proving of great walue in g
number of unique ways.

], “ARE ¥OU YOURSELF1!' an unusual
article. by W. G. SHEPHERD,
[}

“TRADITIONS AND PRACTICES OF
| THE UNITED STATES SENATE'~.
A particularl time!
I I 8 B. MORROW.

! “HOW I CLIMBED OUT OF THE
| BASEMENT '—A girl in & depart-
| ment store besement finds an oppor-
tunity where nones seems to exist.

“WHAT ARE THE FROFITS IN FOR-
EIGN EXCHANGE!" by ALBERT
W. ATWOOD.

“NEW CLASS OF FRENCH ARMY
MADE UP OF NINETEEN-VEAR.
OLDS8,"" am

inspirin; article,
STERLING HEILIG. N g

“NEWFOUNDLAND REPRESENTED ‘
THE IMPERIAL GOHFEREHchE
en article late with lnmn-ﬁn‘
facts, by C LES M. PEPPER,

+THE RAMBLER WRITES OF THE
CHAPEL OF ST. BARNABAS,"

“REVIEWS OF THE NEW BOOKS,"
“NEWS AND NOTES OF ART
ARTISTS." %D

story, by

“ALASKATO CELEBRATE FNTEREEST.
AL G ANNIVERSARY ‘WiTH i
EXPOBITION,” by FRANK G.CAR-

PENTER.
“LAST GREAT STRUGGLE FOR

8P ERBHIP OF THE HOUSBE'
—With another one at hand, it ig
interesting to look back and read of
a former contest for this great po-
sition in Congress.

IN THE

SUNDAY STAR

every precaution to prevent the possi-

GERMANIG CLAIMS
STIRU.S. OFFICIALS

—_—

Effort to Fasten Responsibil-
ity for War on This Coun-
~ try Resented.

Secretary Zimmermann's speech to
the reichstag charging the TUnited
States with responsibility for war, if
it comes, brought forth today for the
first time official admission that the
United States government knew in the
middle of January that the ruthless
submarine decree was to be issued and
that after its issue three days were
allowed to elapse to give Germany op-
portanity to medify or repeal it befeore
the peverance of diplomatic relations
was announced. . i

Count von Bérnstorff, It was statef]
by department officials, knew of l'.l?a
impending decree two weeks before fit
was issued and made every effort willh
his government to have it repealed. |

Action Foreshadowed.

Officials here are much aroused by
Germany's continued attempt to 'con-
vict the United States of desiringll war,
and they intend to show that everj- pos-
sible opportunity was given Gerrnjmy to
avoid it. America’s action, they point
out, foreshadowed in the Sussej: note,

delivered eight and a half monjths be-
| fore the German decree, merqdly fol-
lowed out the policy then ocutlinjed. Ger-

many, on the other hand, abrogiated her
promises on seven hours’ noticge to this
government, and then in face f certain
drastic action by this countrj allowed
three days to pass without anfy attempt
to meet the United States.

Bears on Austrian Sitl_liation.

That Germany's decree wiys discussed
two weeks ahead of its Iss?e adds new
interest to the Austrian sftuation, for
it was just at that time' that Count
Tarnowski left Austria fo:" this country
to become the new Aust Jian ambassa-
dor. Whether Vienna jyvas convinced
that the United States would not sever
relations, whether Ajastria was a
silent and unsympathetic party to (Ger-
many's acMlon, or whether the new
! ambassador was intrusted with spe-

| cial arguments to prgsent the Teutonic
viewpoint are not Ktiown,

May Believe Stats: of War Exists.

I
1
1
] /

Zimmermann's sg'laiemem that the
United States had tried to set the en-
i tire world againgt Germany, after the
break, might be construed by this gov-
iernment, it wad stated, as a recogni-
| tion that Germany considered a state
lof war had eyisted from the date of
ithe severance of relations and Presi-

jdent Wilson's appeal to neutrals to
{take similar @ction. Whether Germany
|took that pwint of view or not was
tstated not to be known.

NOW FOR PATRIOTIC DUTY,
| SAYS SENATOR JOHNSON

“It is appropriate at such a time tha.
the Asnerican people should congecrate
themmelves to patriotism,” said, Sena-
tor MHiram W. Johnson of California to-
day at his hotel here, just before tak-
ing a train to Philadelphia, where he is
to address this afternoon a gre:t mass
lhme“"g in Independence Square. Reso-

jlutions of patriotic character and fa-
voring universal military training will
be submitted at the meeting for ap-
i proval.

Senator Johnson arrived in Washing-
Iton last night. He is expected to re-
:turn to Washington from Philadelphia
in time to take his ocath of office as

senator when the Senate meets Mon-
day. Senator Johnson did not come to

Washington when the Senate met in
special session March §, but remained
in California as governor of the state
until March 15 In order to wind up af-
falrs there.

Blockade Protested by Norway.

LONDON, March 31—During a de-
pbate in the NorWegian parliament, ac-
cording to the Standard's Copenhagen
correspondent, Foreign Minister Yhlen
announced that the government had
officially protested against the Ger-
man blockade of Norway's north coast.

The zone extends from the northern
part of Norway eastward to the north

‘of the Russian and Siberian coasts.
: / :
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| ¥ eague is happy to recognize this act of

POSTMASTERS PUT
INCLASSIFIED LIST

President Removes 10,000
High-Grade Offices From
Spoils System.

APPOINTMENTS ON MERIT

More than 10,000 first, second and
third class postmasters were placed
under civil service today by executive
order of President Wilson.

Incumbents of office are not affected,
but in the future when vacancies oc-
cur as the result of death, resignation
or removal, the civil =ervice commis-
sion will hold open, competitive exam-
inations. The name of the highest
eligible candidate will then be :-'u'h-|
mitted to the President. No person
more than sixtiy-five yvears old shall be
examined.

Although the order is framed to re-
move postmasters- from politics, the
Senate, however, has the right to re-
ject the President's appointees.

Postmaster General's Statement.

Postmaster General Burleson made

this statement about the order:

MIncumbent postmasters rendering good
service and who continue to administer
the affairs of their offices with ability
will not be disturbed in such offices by any
recommendation made by the head of the
department. It is due them, however, at
this time to make it clear that hereafter
supervisory officlals of the department
will be more exacting in the enforcement
of those postal rules and regulations which
make for increased efliciency and post-
masters will not only be expected to
devote their time during office hours to a
proper admnstration of their respective
officers, but they will be reqguired 1o
thoroughly acquaint themselves with the
various postal activities under their
charge and in the future to occupy such
part of their time not properly given to
administrative work to the performance
of some part of those activities."

John . Koons, first assistant post-
master general, declared the executive
order “to he the most advanced step
ever taken toward increased efficiency
and businesslike administration, and
that no doubt the necessary legislation
tiy place the positions entirely within
the clasgified civil service will be enact-
ed in th¥ near future.”

Called ‘“Most Progfessive Order.”

“Thiz is one of the most progressive
order:s ever i=2sued by a President,” de-
claredl George T. Keyes, secretary of

the XNational Civil Service Reform
Ieapfue, in a statement issued today
relitive to the new order. The state-|

ment says, in part: !
“The XNational Civil Service Reform '

President Wilson and Postmaster Gen-
‘eral Burleson as a long step toward
! lemocratic efliciency. It is particularly |
‘welcome as a contribution to the for-

| tieth anniversary of this league.

“The people of this country will ap- |
plaud the action, as they always ap-|
plaud every move for governmental ef- |
ficiency; but especially at this time.|
when the extraordinary emergency of |
the nation requires the most economical {
and efficient use of the country¥’s re-
sources, there is no place for political |
spoilsmen.

“Since the introduction of the spoiins_
system over eighty years ago, down to |
| date, these presidential pustmusu.‘rshipsf
| have been treated as the perquisites of |
Irhe senators and representatives of the

party in power. No President has been
willing until now to depart from
system and assert his
right of nomination,

“Merely Administrative.”

“Postmasters, of course, have nothing
to do with the determination of ad-
ministrative policy. They merely
administrators, a degree higher in
rank than their subordinates in the
classified service. Until now they have
been part of the politiaal army en-
camped in every corner of the country
—collectors of customs and internal
revenue, district attorneys and [United
States marshals. Their use as political
agents of the party in power is a
| prostitution of the civil service,

“Under an executive order somewhat
similar to this the consular and diplo- |
matic services have improved materially, !

this
constitutional

are

although the Constitution still requires |
confirmation of the nominaiions by the
Senate. The Senute has not obstructed
the reclamation of the consular and

diplomatic services, and there i= no rea- |
son to fear it will do so in the case of !
the postmasterships, . |

“Senators are recognizing more and |
more that patronage is a Hability and |
not an asset. The league belleves that |
those senators who must devote at the
present time particular attention to mat- |
ters of national and international policy
will herald the President's order as ‘an
executive action to relieve members of
the Senate from the burden and liabili-
ties of patronage contesis.”

“The merit system is not a party ques-
tion. Men of all parties have supported
it. By supporting the present order the
democratic majority has a precious onp-
portunity to install itself in the conf-
dence of many millions of Intelligent
and patriotic Americans without distine-
tion of pariy.”

TURN FACES TOWARD
INDEPENDENCE HALL

Philadelphians Reconsecrate Them-
selves to Country and Business
Places Close for Demonstration.

By the Associated Press.

PHILADELPHIA, March 31.—TPa-
triotic citizens of Philadelphia turned
their faces toward Independence Hall
today to reconsecrate themselves to
their country and to pledge loyal sup-
port to the national government in any
action it may take in the present in-
ternational crisis. All Philadelphia dis-
played the national colors and many
stores and other business places closed
at noon to give employes an opportun-
ity to participate in the demonstration.
The patriotic rally was planned to be
the greatest held In Independence
square since the centennial celebration
in 1876 of the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence. Folice arrange-
ments were made to take care of more
than 100,000 persons.

Among the speakers on the program
was Hiram W. Johnson, United States
senator-elect from California. Edgar Fahs
Smith, provost of the University of
Pennsylvania, was on the program for
a brief address as the presiding officer.
Prior to the rally thousands of citi-
zens, patriotic and business organiza-
tions marched from various parts of
the city to Independence Square. Two
Philadelphia regiments of the Natlonal

Guard participated, ;

' the House so that President

PRESIDENT'S MIND +f
NOW IS MADE UP:

|

ON WAR PROGRAM

Ready to Tell Congress of Ger=1
man Aggressions and Make
Recommendations. . ¢

RECOGNITION THAT WAR
NOW EXISTS PROBABLE !

Approval of Cabinet Unanimous, and *
Administration Counts on
Public Support.

President Wilson, having des:
cided fully with his cabinet upon
a course of action to meet the
national emergency, today set
about the task of reducing the;
conclusions to writing.

Exactly what these conclusions
are will be disclosed officially,
when the President appears before
Congress next week to deliver his-
momentous message.

Indications today, however,.
were that a formal recognition of
the existence of a state of war
between the United States and.
Germany would result.

No Division in Cabinet. -

The disclosure that a definite decision
had been reached was made following
a final conference between President
Wilson and his cabinet advisers yes-
terday. Decision was reached quickly
and it was said there was no division
of opinion on the question.

Just what part the United States
would play in the war against Ger-
many will not be developed until after
Congress defines the nation’s status
and completes urgent defense legisla-
tion.

Meantime plans for organization of
Wilson
may appear early next week before
Congress went ahead today. Until it
is known definitely, however, when or-

| zanization will be effected, no daty for

the President’s appearance will be set.
Confldent of Solid Backing.

Administration officials are confident
that the President will have the almost
solid backing of the country and.Con-
gress in whatever recommendations he
may make. Some opposition is looked
for, however, from pacifists at the Cap-

itol.

Among the measures Congress is ex-
pected to act on soon after President
Wilson's appearance are: Extension
of a large credit to the government;
provision for raising an army of about
1,000,000 men; censorship and spy
bills: the regular army sunply bill and
emergency legislation for the army and
navy.

While the details of recent confers
ences between the President and Secre=-
taries HBaker aund Daniels have not been
made known, it is assumed they related
to questions concerning the strengthen-
ing of the defenses of the nation.

National Defense Problems.

Among these questions are: The
early graduation of the first class at
West Point, the putting of the coast
and geodetic survey, with its fleet of
vessels, under the Navy Department,
transfer of supervision over privately
owned wireless plants from the Coms=
merce to the Navy Department, collec=
tion of large number of privately own=
ed boats suitable for submarine chasers,
and purchase of supplies of all kinds
for the army and navy. ]

One of the first problems facing the
government is that of making certaim
that men and women do not go into the
army or navy who are better fitted for
industrial work. Special efforts are to
be made to keep skilled workers of all
kinds out of the military branches exa= .
cept when they are needed.

Additional National Guard units have
been called out to participate in the .
work of protecting public property in |
the United States. :

i
..‘.-1

To Report on Mobilization.

The entire membership of the Counetﬁ
of National Defense and its advisoryl
commission, the agency through which
national resources will mobilize fowr
war, asembled here today for report_._'
on what has been effected.

Tentative plans have been formuw,
lated by the council, however, to gov<
ern the distribution of war orders so as
tn provide for the maximum speed of
deliveries and the minimum disare
rangement of peace-time activities. !

Fifty more bids for construction of!
smull, fast patrol boats and submarine
chusers were received today at the
Navy Department. Each bidder offered
one or more boats in the shortest pos-
sible time. Contracts for more tham:
100 ¢hasers can be let immediately, in-
cluding those tentatively awarded
week, and facilities are available for
construction of 400 or 500 more during
the present year |

Some of today's bids were based upon
the ecost plus 10 per cent profit, as in |
the plan for battle crulsers and de=
Birovers. =

CHICAGO’S PATRIOTISM.

Huge Demonstration Expected to -
Rival Civil War Days.

CHICAGO, March 31.—Citizens of Chl=;
cago today held a patriotic demonstra- |
tion which is to conclude tonight with
a mass meeting which its organizers
predict wil rival similar gatherings of
civil war days. The day was set apart |
by Mayor Willlam Hale Thompson as '

Flag day,” and thousands of the na- ,
tional emblems hung-in the downtown

district and in the residential sections, -

The patriotic fervor began to mani-
fest itself early in the day, when two
battalions of the 1st Illinois Infantry,
accompanied by a detachment of
mount police, paraded the downtown
thoroughfares. Parades also were
planned by the 1st Illinois Cavalry, a

detachment from the Great Lakes naval

training statioa.. ‘aonaweuge;n lli;l:._ =
tary Academy L] panish-Ameri=
Y War Vi Moy Beouts

ar ‘aternns,
other patriotic organisations.
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