
The Rambler Writes of David Burnes' Kindred
THE major part «f the Rambler's

narntln last week dealt
with the tomb of Harcia
Burnes-Van Ness In Oak HiU
cemetery. The Oak HUl roc-

. ords recite that among the remains
which rest in that dark vault are
thoee .( lbrd* Barnes-Van Ness,
den. John P. Van Ness. Blbertlna Van
Ness-Hiddleton, A. B. Hiddieton, O.

- P. Van Ness and O. W. Honegomery,
which were removed from Washing-
ton in INI. Harcia Barnes was the
only ehild of David Barnes, owner of
a farm which became a part of the
site of the Washington city. As the
Rambler has previously written, the
north line of that farm coincided

.. nearly with the present line of New
'' Tork avenue. Its south line ran about
. Where 8 street southwest runs now,
' the east line was close to 1st street
west, and the west line was between

* Uth and 19th streets. Pennsylvania
avenue, F, O and H, Tth, tth, 11th,
14th and 16th streets along a part of
their course cross the farm, and the
White House, Treasury, State, War
and Navy building, the Smithsonian,old and new National Museum build¬
ings, Post Office Department,. Agri-

, cultural Department, Washington
Monument, Star office, Pan-American
building. Continental Hall, Red Cross
building, Corcoran Art Oallery and
pension office are among the great
and important structures which stand

t on David Bufnes' farm. Oen. John P.
Van Ness was the husband of Harda
Burnes. Albertlna Van Ness was
"their daughter and Arthur B. Hlddle-

S. . ton was her husband.
When Blbertlna Hiddieton died In

1IM she was burled in the Burnes'
fatally burying ground. In the square
now bounded by tth, 10th, O and H
streets. The site -of that old burying
rround is now Inclosed by Grant
place, H, Ith and 19th streets, bat it
was nearer 10th than Ith street The
flair presumption Is that David Burnes
and his wife were buried there and that
David's father and mother, who lived in
a nail tame house which stood in

.f their veneration for departed worth dedi¬
cated thla plate to the memoir ot llarcia
Taa Neaa, the excellent coaaort of John P.
Van Neaa. If plat/, charity, kith principle
aad exalted worth1 could hare averted tho
ahafta ot Fata ehe would atill have remained
amaar aa aa a bright example af «etj virtue.
The hand of death haa removed her to a
purer and happier atata of esiatence, aad while
we lament bar loaa let ua endeavor to filiate
her vlrtaaa.

It la related In old chronicles that
"Just as the procession was prepared
to follow her to the grave, the affect¬
ed husband received from a committee
of the cltlsens of Washington, who
attended as mourners, a silver plate
with an appropriate Inscription en¬
graved thereon." The committee in
presenting the plate also presented
to Gen. Van Ness the following
resolution:
At a large and reapectable meeting of the

citlaena of Waahlngton held at Weatern Town
Houae an tho evening of the Ptlr instant in
eonaetuence of the lamented demise of Mrs.
llarcia Van Neaa, the meeting waa called to
onler by John H. Houston, esq., and on
motion, John N. Moulder, esq., was called to

, the chair, and Jamea Uooch appointed sec¬
retary. The chairman In a moat feeling and
pertinent nddreaa commented on the various
and distinguished virtues and merits of the
deceased, after which the, following preamble
and resolution, offered by John Wells, Jr.,
eaq.r were unanimously adopted.
The series of paragraphs beginning

"Whereas" was very long, but at last
it waa "Resolved, That we consider
the death of Uarcia Van Ness a pub¬
lic misfortune, extending its Influence
from the Immediate circle of her fam¬
ily, relatives and friends throughout
all the ramifications of society. The
Poot, to whom she was a constant and
liberal benefactress, feel her loss; the
sick and afflicted, to whom she was
a consoling visitor, will deplore her
absence; the orphans, to whom she
was a mother, will again feel parent-
less, and the friends of true religion
moat lament the loss of one who by
precept and example was an orna¬
ment to her sex and profession." The
committee appointed to present the
resolutions and the silver plate com¬
prised John Wells, Jr.; John H. Hous¬
ton, Q. W. Dashieli, H. C. Williams.
John Williams, 8. Parker. William
Gordon, Gideon Pearce, F. C. Shelton,
W. Randolph Spalding, G. Cogens and
William Hunter.
The Rambler has read that: "The
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That Is now ths Intersection of 10th and
-.1 streets, were also laid to rest there.

.
* *

No mention Is made of the final dis¬
position of the remains of those
>eople In any record which the
tambler has found up to this writing,

[>>ut the Inference Is that soon afte*
hs subdivision of "Mausoleum
iquare" Into building lots the remains

.it the members of the Buriies family
rare gathered together, placed In the
nausofaeum, which the parents of
Slbertlna Mlddleton had erected as
tar sepulchre and In which Karoia
van burled in 1IM, and with the
nausoleum were removed to Oak Hill
n the spring of 1171.
Ko record which the Rambler has
hua far found contains the name of
kavld Burnea' wife or mother. Paces.f matter have been written, printed,
¦evamped and reprinted concerning'he "stubbornness," eccentricities,etc.,¦f David Burnes, "the original
proprietor" of a large part of the site
.f Washington, but It would seem
hat nobody has found when this
turnei family came from Scotland,vhat part of Scotland they came
.'rom, where they settled In America,when they came to Bean's Levels,
vhich was the name of their farm
is patented to Nlnian Beall In 1703,
->r with what families they Inter-
narrled. The' Rambler hopes that In
some way he may be able to solve
these difficulties.
Very near the close of last Bun-

lay's narrative the Rambler told of
a silver plate that was put upon
larcla Burnes-Van Ness* casket. The
kscrlptlon on the plate was this:
tta rlllKH. of Waihlnfton la Uttlmosy

CONTINENTAL HAIL.

mahogany coffin, Inclosing a leaden one,in which she lay in death, was neatlymade but not ostentatious.it was
covered with black velvet withoutthose gaudy decorations which rather
disfigure than add to the agreeable -

ness of so sad and melancholy an ob¬ject; and on the breast was affixed asilver plate on which was engravedher name, the day of her birth, mar¬riage and death."
*

* *
A day or so ago the Rambler re¬

ceived the following letter from a
lady bearing an old and honored Wash¬
ington name:
I k*T» Joit read with much interest yourarticle en the Balnea family, and rememberreading. I do Dot remember when or in what,that Marcla Burnet .lire. Van Neee.waa theaaly woman ever laid la atate la the Capitol.At you did not mention thla I am wonderingif It waa true.
No account of the death or funeralof Marcla Burnes contains anything tothe effect that she laid in state in theCapitol. Buch a fact as that wouldcertainly not have been omitted by theootemporary chroniclers.
The plate on Marcla Burnes' casketis inscribed: "Born 9th May, 1788, Mar¬ried »th May, 1S02, Died 8th Septem¬ber, 1832."
She was therefore fifty years of ageat the time of her death. There seemto have been two funeral services, oneat the great house which stood closeby David Burnes' cottage, where theI*an-Amerlcan building stands, and the

other at the vault In Mausoleum
Square, between 9th, 10th, U and H
streets. The following Is taken from
the Washington Globe of September11, 1132, the day following the funeral:
The large concourae of cltlteaa that at¬

tended the funeral of lira. Van Keen during the
aeaeon of alarm and dlatrees, which trade toconfine the eympathlea of each Individual un¬der hie own roof, eridenecd the gre.il worth»f the object of three laat marka ci regard, M

well m a Jtti sense and food feeling of «
community upon which her moatentatioua
beofrolenoo coald make anch an lmpreealon.

lira. Van Ness had burled ber daughter
¦air yeara ago and oa the apot where ahe
entombed ber only child aha sought comfort
under the bereavement by tha erection of aa
aaylum for tha nurture and education of fe¬
male orpbaaa. To tha lamatea of thin noble
charity aba became a Bather, and aa these
doubly deprived and beiplesa children followed,la the garb of woe, tha Mer of their muni¬
ficent benefactress to tha aceaa In wblcb they

he knew Aunt Marcla Burnes-Jonea
and that all the family waa related
to David Burnes. lie' did not hiiuw

Just whet the relationship waa be¬
cause he had never taken much In¬
terest in that aort of thing:, but he
had another aunt whose maiden name
waa Sarah Virginia Burnes, who waa

pretty wall posted on family affairs
and would probably know all about
It And ahe did. She waa born Sarah

other placea he said he had to goand he moved along so slowly that I
took the case out of his hands and
I have another lawyer now who lays
he will push It along." Mrs. Zahn la
a woman with wide acquaintance In
Washington. She haB conducted a
number of Avenue hotels. She kept
the American House after Mr. Duffy
gave up lta management, and Bhe suc¬
ceeded Daniel Nichols in the manago-

bad bees as often cheered by her kindness,and then to we forever closed, within the
cold vault, all that tan hope to their proa-pecta la life, ao heart could ha Insesslhfc to
their sorrow.
In another report the Rambler finds

that there was church service at the
vault, and It Is known that Rev. Wil¬
liam Hawley, the second rector of St.
John's Episcopal Church, preachedthe discourse. The statement is also
made that the orphans strewedflowers and branches of weepingWillow on the casket. "At the time of
the death of Marcla Van Ness the
orphan asylum was on a lot adjoiningthe mausoleum lot and faced on H
street. It was erected there In 1828-
19. The orphan asylum, when organ¬ised In 1816, was established In a
small frame house on loth Btreet near
Pennsylvania avenue. In 1818-17 It
occupied a frame house on H street
near 10th street, part of Its Bite beingthat of the brick building erected in
1128-29.

In 1822 the orphanage was removed
to a house on 7th street between H
and I streets and remained there un¬
til It was moved to the new brick
building-on H street in the summer
of 1829. It remained there until 1867,
when the property was bought by
William Gait. The orphanage - next
T^oved to one of the big brick
houses in Minnesota Row, on the
north side of I street near 2d street
northwest. In 1868 W. W. Corcoran
gave a lot containing 55,850 square
feet at the corner of ltth and S
streets to the orphanage, and In that
year, when the new brick building on
that site was nearing completion, It
was taken over by Secretary of State
William H. Seward for the accommo¬
dation of the State Department That
department occupied the building un¬
til November, 1875, and the Washing¬
ton Orphan Asylum took possession
of its building in Hay, 1876.

In the matter of the death of Mrs.
Van Ness the Ramble* copies the fol¬
lowing paid notice which appeared in
the United States Gazette of Septem¬ber 14, 1832:

Blr: In compliance with a resolution passed
by the board of manager* of the Washington
City Orphan Asylum, I hare the melancholy
pleasure of enclosing to you a copy of one
passed hy them expressive of their deep and
heartfelt sympathy for yourself and family
under the heavy bereavement with which It has
pleased Providence to visit you.Tery respectfully.

A. t. LAKNRD, Acting Secretary,To John F, Van Ness, Esq.
*

* *
There Is also a record of resolutions

of condolence with Gen. Van Ness
adopted at a meeting of the Associa¬
tion of Beneficence of Trinity Church
and signed by V. M. Wlltberger, sec¬
retary.
At the close of last Sunday's story

the Rambler said: "Living In Wash¬
ington today are a number of blood-
kindred of Marcia Burnea'.collateral
descendants of David Burnes. These
descendants come down in a direct
line from David Burnes' father,James Burnes, through one of David's
brothers." An oil portrait of Marcia
Burnes hangs above a square piano
on the east wall of the old-fashioned
parlor In the Washington City Or¬
phan Asylum. The Kambler went
there to Bee it. Mrs. M. S. Squires,who has been the superintendent of
the orphanage for twenty-odd years,led the Rambler to it with evident
pride and talked feelingly of the
many flne traits of that noble woman.She said she thought Dr., William G.Schafhirt had a photograph of thepainting. The Rambler has knownWill Schafhirt for a long time, butcould not reason out why ho wouldhave a photograph of Marcia Burnes'portrait.
That evening the Rambler called atDr. Schafhlrt'B home on Wyomingavenue. Will was down the river on.his motor boat and Mrs. Schafhirt didnot know that he had such a picture.Perhaps his brother Frederick knewsomething about It, or If the Ramblerwould write to Will's aunt. MarciaBurnes-Jones, in Philadelphia, per¬haps she would know somethingabout what the Rambler was lookingup. So, here were two suggestionsthat looked liko clues. Will Schafhirtwas not only supposed to have apicture of Marcia Burnes, but lie hadan aunt named Marcia Uurnes-JonesNext, the Rambler dropped in toBee Frederick Schafhirt. He did notknow anything about a photographof the Marcia Burnea portrait, but

I

'I'MIt! BED CROSS BUILDING,

Virginia Burnes, daughter of the late
John W. Barnes, who had lived on
Uassachusetts avenue between 6th
and 7th streets, and her friends all
know her now as Mrs. S. V. Zalin.
And the following is written from
notes the Rambler jotted down while
she talked with him:
David Burnes; father of Marcla Van

Ness, had a brother named Truman
Burnes. Truman's children were Mar¬
cla, who married Henry Williams of
Georgetown, whom the old residents
there will remember as the market
master of the town for many years;
Anne Elizabeth, who married Richard
Streets of Maryland, who was long a
resident of Washington, and John
W. Burnes, who married Mary Taylor
of Virginia. Truman had another
child named David, who in the early
19th century went west "to live
among the Indians" and of whom
nothing was subsequently heard.
John W. Burnes and Mary Taylorhad as children Sarah Virginia, Marcla,Mary Catherine, Jessie and Robert F.Burnes. Sarah Virginia married a

man named Zahn. and her children are
Bertha, who married Richard Ford;Alice Cornelia, who married a mannamed Messer, a marine engineer; andFrederick, who remains unmarried.Alice has a daughter, Edna E. Sonne-
man, who has a son. Warren W. Sonne-
man.
Mafy Catherine, daughter of JohnW. Burnes, granddaughter of TrumanBurnes and grandnlece of DavidBurnes, married Dr. Ernest F. Schaf¬hlrt, who for a long time was anato¬mist in the surgeon general's officeand was one of the principals in thedissection of Guiteau's brain and lathe autopsy on President Garfield.Their children were Dr. Jesse Schaf¬hlrt, now practicing in California, andDr. William G. Schafhlrt, FrederickSchafhlrt and Ernest Schafhlrt ofWashington. The widow of Dr. ErnestF Schafhlrt, seventy-three years old. Isi f in Washington.
...arcia Burnes, daughter of John W.Burnes and grandneice of DavidBurnes, married Frank Jones of Phila¬delphia. She is a widow and lives inPhiladelphia. She had one daughter,who married a Dr. Miller of Norris-town. Pa.

* *
Jessie Burnes, daughter of John W.

Burnes and grandnlece of David, mar¬
ried Frederick W. Turk, a Chicago
manufacturer, and Robert P. Burnes,son of John W. and grandnephew ofDavid, lives in California and was re¬cently in Washington on a visit. Hehas three children.
Truman Burnes, brother of David,had, us already written, a daughternamed Marcia, who married HenryWilliams, the old Georgetown market-master. Their children were Jennie,who married Capt. Bell, who lived onH street, both deceased; and Ella, whomarried a man named Hoover, whoseinitials the Rambler cannot read fromhis notes. There was a son, CharlesBurnes, who died long ago. AnneElizabeth, daughter of Truman Burnes,who married Richard Streets, had aschildren Christopher Streets, "whowent West and died among the In¬dians"; David Streets, who lives inWashington, and Laura Streets, whosemarried name is not in the Rambler'3notes.
Mrs. Zahn, born Sarah . VirginiaBurnes, has been more or less activefor years in seeking to recover cer¬tain portions of the David Burneslands. She clalmB that the reserva¬tion on which Center market standsshould revert to the heirs-at-law ofDavid Burnes and she Is busy withthat proposition today. She tells along and Interesting story of tribula¬tions with various lawyers who havotaken her case and who have thendied or have prosecuted tho case toolanguidly. She first put the matter inthe hands of William P. Wood, whomall old Washington people will recallas a celebrated detective and in thelater years of his life as a claim agent.If the Rambler's memory is workingstraight, he was the superintendentof the Old Capitol prison during thecivil war, and for a long time livedon Maryland avenue southwest be¬tween 4',4 and 6th streets, or It mayhave been a block or two west of thatsquare. When Mr. Wood had put allthe papers in this claim case in shapehe died. Then, as Mrs. Zahn said, "Iturned the papers over to LawyerWebb and before he got very far withthe case, ha died." Continuing, shesaid: "Then another lawyer camo tome to tak« up the case and I gavehim money to go to Marlboro and

ment of the Mount Vernon. For a
long time she kept a hotel on the
Avenue between 6th and 7th streets
which the Rambler seems to remem¬
ber as the Morrow or the O'MaraHouse. At present she keeps theTravelers' Hotel near 10th street.
The portrait of Marcla Van Ness

which hangs above the old squarepiano In the parlor of the Washing-ton City Orphan Asylum shows her
surrounded by little children. She
was often called "the orphan'smother." It represents her as a
handsome, well groomed and well
dressed woman with a pleasant and
intellectual face. She has those eyeswhich are often called "artiBtic." The
portrait is an excellent piece of work
and the painter succeeded in painting
a real woman instead of merely a
fancy picture. There was evidentlythe desire to reproduce the features
and the expression of the woman.
It is well worth seeing. Who the
painter was and how he produced a
likeness of Marcla Burnes the
Rambler does not know, for that par¬
ticular portrait was not painted from
life. It may have been copied from
a portrait that had been painted fromlife. The Rambler knows that the
portrait in the orphanage was not
painted from life, because on May 26,
1885, at the dedication of the Hall
Memorial building, John C. Harkness,for many years a trustee of the or¬
phanage, delivered an address In
which he said: "January 3, 1833
(four months after Marcia's death),
the board of lady manager* resolved
'that a portrait of Mrs. Marcla Van
Ness be painted at the expense of the
board of managers and placed in the
asylum.' "

Many Golden Rods.
rpHOUGH the middle of summer has

been passed but a short time,
golden rod gives a yellow glow to the
landscape, especially in the' fields and
along the road sides in the neighbor¬
hood of Washington. Golden rod was
blooming before midsummer came.
In some manner many persons have
come to associate golden rod with
autumn. Perhaps this is because It
persists in blooming late in the season
and is one of the last of the flowers
to yield to the touch of approaching
winter. There are many other flow¬
er, however, which do not put on their
blossoms until late in the summer
and early autumn and which carry
their flowers as far into the frost
period as the golden rod. Those are
really the autumn flowers.
To most persons golden rod la

merely golden rod and that is all, yet
If any one happens to be Interested
In the subject he will learn that there
are many kinds or species of golden
rod and that quite a number of them
grow around Washington. The golden
rods of the genus "solldago" comprise
more than eighty species. There is
one which Is not yellow, but white or
cream-colored. It is called silver
rod or white golden rod. It blooms
during August and September on dry
ground, frequently along roadsides or
the edges of woods from New Bruns¬
wick to Minnesota aTld southward to
the gulf. Then there is a variety call¬
ed the blue-stemmed golden rod,
which blooms during September and
October. The heads are generallylarger than those of most of the
other golden rods and have from three
to Ave comparatively long golden
rays surrounding the tubular florets.
One of the commonest golden rods is
that which is called the early golden
rod, and which may be found In
flower In this part of the country
sometimes in June and always in July.
The golden flowers have eight to ten
rays and the plant is found in <\ry
places from New Brunswick to Saa-
katchawan and southward.
It Is said by many persons that the

handsomest of the rods is that
which Is called Canada golden rod.
The flower cluster Is very large and
plumelike. Next to it is that plant
which Is called the showy golden rod.
It is brighter yellow than many of
the species and the flower cluster Is
plume-like. The lance-leaved golden
rod Is so different from many other
common species that a person can
hardly fail to notice it. The flowers
are crowded together, are small and
dull yellow. '


