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HE major part of the Rambler's
last week dealt
with the tomd of Marcia
Burnes-Van Ness in Oak Hill

& cemeteary. The Oak Hill rec-
© ords

recite that pmong the remains
which rest in that dark wvault are
those of Marcia Burnes-Van Neas,
-(len. John P. Van Ness, Elbertina Van
Ness-Middleton, A. B. Middleton, G,

-« P, Van Nesa and G. W, Monegomery,

" which were removed from Washing-
tom In 1873. Marcia Burnes was the

" only child of David Burnes, owner of

& farm which became a part of the
site of the Washington city. As the

" Rambler has previoualy writtan, the
“ morth line of that farm colnclded

. nearly with the present line of New

5 Where B street southwest runs now,

“the east line was close to 1st street

and the west line was between
Pennsylvania
avenus, F, G and H, Tth, 9th,- 11ith,
. 14th and 16th streets along a part of
, thelr course cross the farm, and the

White House, Treasury, State,, War
and Navy bullding, the Smithsonlan,
'old and new National Museum bulld-
in Post Office Department, Agri-

,cultural Department, Washington
-, Mon

ument, Btar office, Pan-American

ﬁdlnt. Continental Hall, Red Croes

ding, Corcoran Art Gallery and
office are among the great
structures which stand
2 on David es’ farm. Gen. John P.
Van Ness was the husband of Marcia

.&uﬂul. Albertina Van ' Ness - was

eir daughtér and Arthur K, Middle-

" v ton was her hushand.

‘When Hibertina Middleton @ied In

1836 she was burled in the Burnes
T burying ground, in the square

now unded by 9th, 10th, G and H
streets. The site-of that old burying
ground now Gran

York avenue, {ts south line ran about Marcia

of thelr for departed worth i-
eated this ta to the memory of a
Yan Ness, excellent comsort of John P,

It is related In old chroniclea that
*Just as the procession was prepared
to follow her to the grave, the affect-
ed husband recelved from a committes
of the citizens of Washington, who
attended as mourners, a silver plate
with an appropriate insecription en-
graved thereon.” The committes in
presenting the plate also presented
'to Gen. Van Ness the following
resolution:

At a ble meeti

Ealr, and James Gooch -appointed sec-
retary, The chairman in a most feellng and
mthrm address commented on the varions

§

‘“vknm mﬂ n:erlu ar'tgli:
“mn 4 h tM, owing pream
and nnln-uot:l: n!l:red li.'rulohl Wells, jr.,
e8q., were unanimously adopted,

The series of paragraphs beginning
“Whereas" was very long, but at last
it was "“Resolved, That we consider
the death of Marcia Van Ness & pub-
lic misfortune, extending itas influence
from the immediate circie of her fam-
ily, relatives and friends throughout
all the ramifications of soclety. The
poor, to whom she was a constant and
liberal benefactress, feel her loss; the
sick and afflicted, to whom she was
& conpgoling visitor, will deplore her
absence; the orphans, to whom she
was & mother, will again feel parent-
less, and the friends of true religion
most lament the loss of one who by
precept and example was an orna-
ment to her sex and profeasion.” The
committes appointed to present the
resolutions and the pilver plate com-

t gl.lml John Wells, jr.; John H. Hous-
n, G.

W, Dashlels, H. C, Williams,
John Willlams, ‘8. Parker, William
Gordon, Gideon Pearce, ¥F. C, Bhelton,
W, Randolph Spalding, G. Cozens and
William ter. !

unter, :
'rho_nf,mbm has read that: “The

BOUTH PORTICO OF CONTINENTAL HALL.

‘#hat 18 now the Intersection of 10th and
~«d streets, were also laid to rest there.

L th
No mention is made of the final dis- 4o

position of the remains of ' those
»e0ple In any record which the

dambler has found up to this writing, b

,out the inference is that soon afteg
,-he . subdivision of *Mausoleum
iquare” into bullding lots the remalns
-2f tho members of the Burnes family
vere gmthered together, placed in the
-nausobesum, which the parents of
Jlbertina Middleton had erected as
ier sepuilchre and in which Marcla
was buried In. 1832, and with the
nausoleum were removed to Oak Hill

.m_the spring of 18738,

* No record which the Rambler has
‘hus far found containa the name of
Javid Burnes' wife or mother. Pages

.f matter have been written, printed,
‘evamped and reprinted concerning
«he “stubbornness,” eccentricities, etc.,
+f David Burnes, “the original
Jroprietor” of a large part of the site

~f Washington, but it would seem
hat nobody has found when this

Jurnes family came from Bcotland,
‘vhat part of Scotland they came
‘rom, where they gettled in America,
when they came to Beall's Levels,

.which was the nams of their farm
8 patented to Ninian Beall in 1703,
“r with what families they inter-
narried. The Rambler hopes that in
‘some way he may be able to solve
these difficulties,

* Very near the close of last Bun-
iay's narrative the Rambler told of
& silver plate that was put upon
jarcia Burnes-Van Ness' casket. The

ption on the plate was this:

e citizens, of Washington ia testimony

mahogany coffin, Inclosing a leaden one,

in which she lay in death, was neatly

‘ made but not ostentations—It was

mva:ed u‘d';!'hd blacﬁ velvgli hwltl:gut
086 EA ecorations which rather
figure than add to the agreeable-
ness of so sad and melancholy an ob-
Ject; and on the breast was affixed a
n.l:e;"ght:h ou‘ 'h“i'hhwa% 1 T;mvaa
e, the day of her bir mar=-
rlags and duu:."y :
*
® %
A day or so ago the Rambler re-
celved the following letter from &
lady bearing an old and honored Wash-
ington name:

I have just read with moch Interest your
article on the Burnes family, and remember
M‘i'ui do_mot remember whers or in what,
that la Burnes—Mrs, Van Nesi—was the
only Iaid in state in the Capltol.

WOmAR ever
As you did not mention this I am wondering
if 1t was true,

No account of the death or funeral
of Marcia Burnes contains anything to
the effect that she laid In state in the
otriainly hot bas o itted by the

[] ® n omitt e
ootemporary chroniclers. ¥

The plate on Marcia Burnes' casket
18 Inscribed: “Born 9th May, 1782, Mar-
;Lei-d 19&;12 ‘lhy. » 1802, Died 9th Beptem-

She was therefore fifty years of age
at the time of her death. There seem
to have been two funeral services, one
at the great house which stood close
by David Burnes' cottage, whera the
Pan-American building stands, and the
other at the wvault In Mausoleum
Bquare, between $Sth, 10th, ¢ and H

‘streets, The following s taken from

the Washington Globe of September
11, 1832, the day following the funeral:
The large concourmse of citisens tha t-
tended the funeral of Mrs, Yan Ness durl : l.h
eeason of alarm and distress, which te t
Gor Bis ‘own ‘Toof, evidenced i "“'r.;."“t“" rih
. L] - t

of the object of these last marks 4 u-l'l,w a8

" berea
asylum for the nurture and education of fe-
Sl male orphans: . To tes of thia moble

: _vaul

‘building- on H  street

o0 ges Frederick Schathirt.

well as a ’ui sense and good feellng of 2
community upon which her wnostentatious
benevolence ceuld make such an impression,
Mrs. Van l\ieu“:nd w&r:ad her davghter
mANY YeArs ago on po
entombed bher only child she
under the

vement by the erection (1]

the garb of woe,

ficent benefactress to the scens in which

In another report the Rambler finds
that thers was church service at the
and it is known that Rev. Wil-

wley, the second rector of St.
ohn’s Eplacopal Church, preached

the dimcourse. ‘The statement is also

@ that the orphana. strewed
fiowers and branches of weeping
willow on the casket, * At the time of
the death of Marcla Van Ness the
orphan asylum was on & lot adjoining
the mausoleum lot and faced on H

$ :’tmat., It was erectad there In 1828-
3 han

. The orp asylum, when organ-

ized in 1816, was established in &a-
‘mmall frame

2 ouse on 10th street near
Pennsylyania avenune., ' In 1816-17 it
occupied a. frame house on H street
near 10th street, part of its site being

that of the _p'rick bu.ll_tl_i_nc erected in-

1828-29, - ;

' In 1823 the orphanage was removed
to a house on-Tth street bétween H
and I streets and remained thére un-
til it was moved to the new _brick
in the summer
of 1829, It remained there until 1867,
when ' the property was bought by

‘"Willlam Galt. The orphanage. next
.moved to. one of the big brick

houses in Minnesota Row, on the
north side of I street near 24 street
northwest. In 18668 'W. W. Corcoran
ave a lot containing 655,350 square
eet at the corner of: - 14th and 8
streets to the orphanage, and in that
year, when the new brick building on
that site was nearing completion, it
was taken over by Becretary of State
Willlam H. Seward for the accommo-
dation of the State Department. That

department occupled the building un- h

til November, 1875, and the Washing~
ton Orphan Asylum took possession
of ite building In May, 1876.

In the matter of the death of Mrs,
Van Ness the Ramblex copies the fol-
lowing pald notice which appeared in
the United States Gazette of Septem-
ber 14, 1832:

Bir: In compliance with a resclution passed
by the board of ag of the Washingt
City Orphan Asylum, I have the melancholy
pleasure of enclosing to you m copy of one
:ued by them expressive of their deep and

artfelt sympathy for yourself and family
under the heavy bereavement with which it has
pleased Providence to vislt you,

Very rell"pectfulg
A, J. KD, Acting Becretary,
To John P. Van Ness, Esq.

*®
* %X

There is also a record of resolutions
of condolence with Gen. Van Ness
adopted at a meeting of the Associa-
tion of Beneficence of Trinity Church
and signed by V. M. Willtberger, sec-
retary. ;

At the close of last Sunday’s story
the Rambler said: *“Living In Wash-
ington today are a number of blood-
kindred of Marcia Burnesa'—collateral
descendants of David Burnes. These
descendants come down in a direct
line from David Burnes' father,
James Burnes, through one of David's
brothers.” Am oil portrait of Marcia
Burnes hangs above a square piano
on the east wall of the old-fashioned
parlor in the Washington City Or-
phan Asylum. The Rambler went
there to see it. Mrs, M. 8. Squires,
who has been the superintendent of
the orphanage for twenty-odd years,
led the Rambler to it with evident
pride and talked feellngly of the
many fine traits of that noble woman.
She said she thought Dr, William G,
Schathirt had a photograph of the
painting, The Rambler has known
Will Schafhirt for a long time, but
could not reason out why he would
have s photograph of Marcla Burnes'
W R hat svan he Ramb

at evening the Rambler callad
Dr. Schafhirt's home on Wyumi:;
avenue. Will was down the river on
Jis motor boat and Mra, Schafhirt did
not know that he had such a picture,
Ferhapa his brother Frederick knew
something about it, or if the Rambler
would write to Will's aunt, Marcia
Burnes-Jones, in Philadelphia, per-
haps she would know sBomething
about what the Rambler wags looking
up. So, here were two Buggestions
that looked like clues. Wil Schafhirt
was not only supposed to have a
plcture of Marcia Burnes, but he had
an aunt named Marcia Burnes-Jones

Next, the Ilambler dropped in g
He did
know anything about a photgtrnn:IE
of the Marcia Burned portrait, but

hé Rambler Writes of David Burnes Kindred

knew Aunt Marcla Burnes-Tones
Eﬁa that all the family was related
to David Burnes. He did nol kuvw
just whet the relationship was be-
cause he had never taken much in-
terest in that sort of thing, but he
had another aunt whose maiden name
was Sarah Virginia Burnes, who waa
pretty well posted on family affaira
and would probably know all about

; it. And she did. Bhe was born Sarah

THE RED CROES BUILDING.

Virginia Burnes, daughter of the late
Jollzil ‘W. Burnes, who had lived on
Massachusetts avenue between 6th
and 7th streets, and her friends all
know her now as Mra, 8, V. Zahn,
And the following is written from
notes the Rambler jotted down while
she talked with him:

Pavid Burnes, father of Marcia Van
Ness, had a brother named Truman
Burnes, Truman's children were Mar-
cla, who married Henry Willlams of
Georgetown, whom the old residents
there will remember as the market
master of the town for many years;
Anne Elizabeth, who married Richard
Streets of Maryland, who was long a
resident of Washington, and John
'W. Burnes, who married Mary Taylor
of Virginia. Truman had another
child named David, who in the early
19th. century went weet “to live
among thé Indians” and of whom
nothing was subsequently heard.

John W. Burnes and Mary Taylor

-had as children Sarah Virginia, Marcla,

Mary Catherine, Jessie and Robert P.
Burnes, rah Virginia married a
man named Zahn, and her children are
ertha, who married Richard Ford:
Alice Cornella, who married & man
named Messer, a marine engineer; and
Frederick, who remalins unmarried.
Alice has a daughter, Edna E. Sonne-
man, who has a son, Warren W, Sonne-
man, .
Maty Catherine, daughter of John
W. Burnes, dgranddaughter of Truman
Burnes an grnndniece of David
Burnes, married Dr. Ernest F, Schaf-
hirt, who for a long time was anato-
mist in the surgeon ?enern.l's office
and was one of the pr neipals in the
dissection of Guiteau's brain and in
the autopsy on President Garfield,
Their children were Dr, Jesse Schaf-
Di:t. “ngtiv practicing in California, and
Schafhirt and Ernest Schafhirt of
Washington. The widow of Dr. Ernest
F Schafhirt, seventy-three years old, is
£ in Washington.
-iarcla Burnes, daughter of John W.
Burnes and edgnmdneica of David
Burnes, married Frank Jones of Phila-
del?his. She is a widow and lives in

Philadelphia. Bhe had one daughter,
who married & Dr. Miller of Norris-
town, Pa.

]
* ¥

Jessie Burnes, daughter of John W.
Burnes and grandniece of David, mar-
ried Frederick W. Turk, a Chicago
manufacturer, and Robert P. Burnes,
son of John W. and grandnephew of
David, lives in California and was re-
cently in Washington on a visit., IHe
has three children,

Truman Burnes, brother of David,
had, as already written, a daughter
named Marcia, who married I-?enry
Williams, the old Georgetown market-
master. Their children were Jennie,
who married Capt. Bell, who lived on
H street, both deceased: and Ella, who
married & .man named Hoover, whose
initials the Rambler cannot read from
his notes. There was a son, Charles
Burnes, who died long ago. Anne
Elizabeth, daughter of Truman Burnes,
who married Richard Streets, had as

children Christopher Streets, “who
went West and died among the In-
dians"; David Streets, who livea in

‘Washington, and Laura Streets, whoss
married name is not in the Rambler's

notes,

Zahn, born Sarah ¢ Virginia
Burneg, has been more or lesa active
for years in seeking to recover cer-
tain portions of the David Burnes
lands. Bhe claims that the reserva-
tion on which Center market stands
should revert to the heirs-at-law of
David Burnes and she ig busy with
that proposition today, She tells a
long and interesting Btory of tribula-
tions with various lawyers who have
taken her case and who have then
died or have prosecuted the cage too
languidly, She first put the matter In
the hands of William P, Wood, whom
all old Washington People will recall
as a celebrated detective and in the
later years of his life as a claim agent,
If the Rambler's memory is working
stralght, he was the superintendent
of the Old Capitol prison during the
civil war, and for a long time lived
on Maryland avenue southwest be-
tween 414 and 6th Btreets, or it may
have been a block or two west of that
square. When Mr, Wood had put all
the papers in this claim case in shape
Pe difld.u'lrhen. 48 Mrs, Zahn sald, *
urne e papers over to I
Webb and before he got very fu.‘:‘;{?i:
the case, he died.” Continuing, she
gald: “Then another lawyer came to
me to take up the case and I gave
him money to go to Marlboro anq

lliam G. Schafhirt, Frederick -

other places he sald he had to go
and he moved along 8o slowly that T
took the case out of his hands and
I have another lawyer now who saya
he will push it along.” Mrs. Zahn ia
a woman with wide acquaintance in
Washington. 8he has conducted g
number of Avenue hotels. She kept
the American House after Mr, Duffty
gave up its management, and #shé suc-
ceeded Danlel Nichola in the manage.

ment of the Mount Vernon, For a
long time she kept a hotel on the
Avenue between 6th and 7th streets
which the Rambler seems to remem-
ber as the Morrow or the O'Mara
House. At present she keeps the
Travelers' Hotel near 10th street, '
The portrait of Marcia Van Ness
which hangs above the old square
planc in the parlor of the ‘Washing-
ton City Orphan Asylum shows her
surrounded by little children. S8he

was often called *“the orphan's
mother.” It represents her as &
handsome, well groomed and well

dregsed woman with a pleasant and
intellectual face. She has those eyes
which are often called “artistic.” The
portrait is an excellent piece of work
and the painter succeeded in painting
a8 real woman Instead of merely a
fancy picture, There was evidently
the desire to reproduce the features
and the expression of the woman,
It ia well worth geeing, Who the
painter was and how he produced a
likeness of Marcia Burnes the
Rambler does not know, for that par=
ticular portrait was not painted from
life. It may have been copied from
a portrait that had been palated from
life. The Rambler knows that the -
portrait in the orphanage was nbt
painted from life, because on May 26,
1885, at the dedication of the Hall
Memorial bullding, John C. Harkness,
for many years a trustee of the or-
phanage, delivered an address In
which he eaid: "“January 3, 1833
(four montha after Marcia's death),
the board of lady managers resolved
‘that a portrait of Mrs, Marcla Van
Ness be painted at the expense of the
board of managers and placed in the
asylum." **

Many Golden Rods.

THD‘UGH the middle of summer has

been passed but a short time,
golden rod glves a yellow glow to the
landscape, especially in the flelds and
along the road sides in the neighbor=
hood of Washington, Golden rod was
blooming before midsummer came,

In some manner many pergons have
come to assoclate golden rod with
autumn. Perhaps this is because it
persists in blooming late in the season
and is one of the last of the flowers
to yield to the touch of approaching
winter. There are many other flow=
er, however, which do not put on their
blossoma until late in the summer
and early autumn and which carry
their flowers as far into the frost
period as the golden rod. Those are
really the autumn flowers.

To most persons golden rod Is
merely golden rod and that is all, yet
if any one happens to be interested
in the subject he will learn that there
ars many kinds or species of golden
rod and that quite a number of them
grow around Washington., The golden
rods of the genus "solidago” comprisa
more than eighty species. There 18
one which is not yellow, but white or
cream-colored. It {s called gilver
rod or white golden rod. It blooms
during August and September on dry
ground, frequently along roadsides or
the edges of woods from New Brunsae
wick to Minnesota and southward to
the gulf, Then there is a variety call-
ed the blue-stemmed golden rod,
which blooms during September and
October. The heads are generally
larger than those of most of the
other golden rods and have from three
to flve comparatively long golden
rays surrounding the tubular florets,
One of the commonest golden rods is
that whieh is called the early golden
rod, and which may be found In
flower in this part of the country
sometimes In June and always in July.
The golden flowers have eight to ten
rays and the plant is found in 4ry
places from New Brunswick to Sas-
katchawan and southward,

It 18 said by many persons that the
handsomest of the rods is that
which 1s called Canada golden rod.
The flower cluster is very large and
plumelike. Next to it is that plant
which {s called the showy golden rod.
It is brighter yellow than many of
the specles and the flower cluster is
plume-like. The lance-leaved golden
rod is so different from many other
common epecies that a person can
hardly fail to notice it, The flowers

are crowded together, are small and
dull yellow, *




