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PRESIDENT STUDIES |DECREASE SHOWN

PEACENOTES; QUICK

ANSWER

EXPECTED

German Proposal Received
From Swiss Legation;
Austrian Delivered.

OFFICIAL ATMOSPHERE HERE
REVEALS UNYIELDING STAND

A joint resolution providing that no armistice looking
toward peace shall be entered into with Germany or Aus-
tria until their armies shall have surrendered uncondi-
tionally was introduced in the Senate today by Senator
McCumber of North Dakota. At his request it was re-
ferred to the foreign relations committee,

President Wilson this morning was handed the German peace:

note by Frederick Oederlin, an attache of the Swiss‘legation.

At 11 o'clock Secretary

Hungarian government. The Secretary refrained from comment-
ing in any way upon the contents of the note, whether it con-
formed to the press report in text or not, or when an answer

would be forthcoming.

President Wilson did not visit his office this morning,
immediately after breakfast retired to his study, locked the door

|  Health

and was reported to be engaged in writing. He had the cabled |
press text of Prince Maximilian’s speech to the reichstag and the |

kaiser’s offer before him.

Woodrow Wilson, today the most important figure in the!

world, since the allies must of necessity conform to the policy

this country insists upon, has by this afternoon all the data at'

hand necessary for framing a quick reply. :
PROMPT ANSWER, SPECIFIC TERMS DESIRED.

There is no mistaking the official atmosphere which surrounds

the executive and is breathed in military and diplomatic circles.
The thought upperinost and voiced everywhere today was that
this government must insist upon specific terms before granting
an armistice, and second that the answer to the central powers
must be prompt as well as decisive.

Promptness is necessary, it was held, to preserve the morale
of the fighting men abroad, to keep unimpaired the spirit of this
country and to prevent the psychology of the cry for quarter at

this time from relaxing interest

Crux of Situation.
Tt was pointed out today that the |
eriuy of the situation, so far as the
first aetion of this government is won-

cerned, is Goermany's appeal Tor an
armpsiie .

Trinee Masimilion's note to Presi-
dopt Wilson., forwardod through 'Lhc‘:
S ie s nlipister, contained these Woirds: |

it o view 1o aveiding l‘\lr"l.rl’!
b oodshed, tite Gernmn government
requests the immediate conclusion ol
wn armistice on land and water and
in the air.” .
At the time that appeal \\'a..‘-\'be!ng
received the eubles were bringing
fresh accounts of vandalism and out-
rages committed upon_hrop«_‘_rty in
¥France by tne retreating German
troops. More tOowns were being _ﬁ'red
and ruthless destruction of private
sTLY Was goinZ on.
pr;,;?tdr::ilin;: nﬁlh the German request
for an immediate armistice, yl-'hich. of
conrse. would involve cessation of all
military activity, a recent precedent
1= found in the appeal for and t!‘:e
zranting of an armistice to Bulgaria.
“When that country asiked for an
armistire. the French commander re-
nlied that no halt in military opera-
tions by the allies weould be counte-
vaneed until the Bulgarian army de-
mobitized and Bulzaria should take
hersel! out of the fighting.

st Abandon Belligerency. |

141 oficial eireles here tie demand is
strotg tnat Germany should be noti-
tied prompily that no deliberations
looking to peace can be entertained
yntil Germany has abandoned her bel-
ligerency and placed hers=ell in a posi-
tion where peace terms can be en-
foried, when once zgreed upon.

An armistice should not ve granted,
i1 *s held, until Germany has made
disposition of her military forces in
such way 2s to prevent them being
used against the allies in event of
failure of negotiations and after the
;ermans have recovered from the rout
they are now experiencing.

In official circles the belief is widely
entertiained that Germany will come
in jater with more specific details of
a peave offer in case the appeal for
an annistice is not granted forth-
with, It i= known here that Austria-
Nungory and Turkey were disposed
last week to sue for terms.

Germany, it is said here, doubtless
eonveved u hint to her allies to with-
jold ovidences of weakening until she |
vouid take one more play for better
rerina l¢ is conceivable that Germany
iioped to barter what she is about to
be comyelled to yield in Belgiuin and
to take a gambler's chance for a turn
of luek 1n her present moment of dis-
tress,

Attitade Toward Wilson Terms.

Strong emphasis is laid by the com-
mentators In official circles upon the
fact that Germany and Austria-Hun-
cary express willingness to acoept
President Wilson’s terms as a basis
of negotiations, not as terms upon
which peace can be affected. Prince
Maximilian's note said:

*It (the German government) ac-
cepts the program set forth by the
President of the United States in his

| erty

' psychological effect of the

fweuld

i by our armies on the field and not by

messaze to Congress on January 8,
and f{a nis .ster pronouncements,
e=pecialty nls speech of September|
27. as a dasis for peace negotiations."

Tt is suggested that there is a wide |
margl: between (nis offes of “nego-|
tiation®™ looring to peace and a--:-;m!
acceptance of “he President's terms
as the terms &f ;e=ace between the
werring powers.

Effert on Liberty Loan.

Outzide striclly diplomatie and mil-
wy n was
toterested also in the effect of the

: Beace traflicking upon the fourth lib-

mand, not an appeal
by our armies on the field and not -°f

in the liberty loan.

: loan campaign. The officials
in charge of the drive are thoroughly
alive to the possibility of adverse
‘possible
prospect of a general peace upon sub-
scriptions to the loan, Imit expressed
their econfidence that the country!

immediately awaken to this
danger and ward it off,

In point of faect, it iz thought that
onve the public realizes the danger in
this direction, the result will be an|
immediate sush for more bonds, on the
principle of showinz the central pow-
ers that if enemy propaganda is ex-
Iected to materialize out of the peace
coiffer they are mistaken. |

Furthermore, it is thought, the
people will feel that, now that the
enemy is cracking, the time is oppor-

tune to hit hiims harder and still harder
blows.

Republican Opinion on

Peace Proposals Stated
by Representative Fess

Republican opinion in Congress re-
garding peace proposals from Ger-
many ‘or her vassals was expressed
in a statement today by Representa-
tive Fess of Ohio, chairman of the
national republican congressional
committee. This opinion is that the

answer should be a command given |

diplomats around the table.
man Fess said:

“This is no time to parley on peace
around the table at which sit repre-
sentatives of the autocracy of Ger- |
many or her vassals. It must not be
overlooked that Germany has up to
date fought this world with profit to
herself save only in loss of man-
power. In the boast that Germany’s

enemies must pay for the war her
armies have overrun e :
country. PSR ESEEuduy

“They have for four years bee -
bing the mines and zther tre:su";-‘;s
of France. Belgium and others of the
allies to supply munitions, not only
for her own armies but her vassals to
whom she loans money with which to
pay for what she sells them, and in
this way places them under financial
servitude from which they can never
recover.

“To insure necessary food and mu-
nitions, Germany has deported peace-
ful populations to work in plantsand
fields, under the charge that unless
they work to feed the army starvation
will come to them first. Food and
munitions to win Germany success are
thus supplied by deported labor. Ger-
man _integrity territorially, indus-
trially and politically is yet unbroken:
her soil is yet free from the track of
an enemy army. This day of exemp-
tion is rapidly passing.

“After four years of rapine and or-
ganized murder the tide of war has
turned, and on every border the Ger-
man hordes are encircled with sword
and flame, and defeat is as sure as
fate. Quite naturally this arch enemy
of the world's liberty proposes g peace
conference, and at the moment when
his armies are looting and burning
what they cannot take with them on
their retreat.

“To consider such a proposition
would be a crime against the future.
No peace talk should be considered
until our armies are on German soil,
Germany's army surrendered and the
German people who lLave upheld thg
campaign of terrorism have been com-
pelled to take the fruits of their own
planting. Otherwise the end of this
war is but an adjournment to another.

“Our answer should be anequivoecal.
We are not concerned about what
German autocracy would have; our
position now {s what do we want to
command. What is just to the world
of the future. The answer is 2 com-
It must be given

Chair-

by diplomats around a table.”

&

| sireet

[ Casualty

| pital;

| trict health office.

| has been done and will be done by his

IN DEATHS FROM
- INFLUENZAIND. .

'Nine Fatalities Reported This ,
Morning, as Against :
27 Yesterday. |

AUTHORITIES HARDLY |
BELIEVE CRUX REACHED '

Senate and House Galleries Closed
and Public Court Hearings
{ Are Postponed.

Influenza fatalities in the Distriet |
showed an encouraging reduction tuday.il
although the authorities are by no means |
hopeful that the crux of the epidemic has
been reached. |

Nine deaths were reported during the!
morning, representing the total fatali-'
ties since Sunday. Deather reported
Sunday totaled 24, and from noon Sat- |
urday until midnight Saturday 31.;
There have been ninety-one deaths in
all reported since Saturday morning
up to poon today. !

Under the regulations of the Commis- |
sioners making the reporting of influ-

of State LaRSi“g announced that the | enza mandatory, a total ol 1,201 cases
Swedish minister had just handed him a note from the Austro- : has been listed with the health depart-

ment. A total of 665 cases has been!
ireported since yesterdal.

. Mandatory Order Brings Reports.

Officer TFowler says that |
previous to the reports coming in Sat-

but | urday under the mandatory order of

the Commissioners making influenza |

|reportable, there has been no way to

make even an estimate of the numhcr!
of cases in the city. |

As a further precaution against the
disease, both the Senate and House |
galleries were closed to the public to-
day. Jury trials and equity hearings |
also were suspended by the District of
Columbia Supreme Court until Monday '
next.

Recent Deaths Reported.

Deaths reported from midnight last
nirht up to noon’'today follow:

Lucille Tawes, twenty-two
CGuarfield Hospital: Eleanore M.
Hardman, twenty-six years, 118 Tth)
souiiieast; Burney Cohen, two
years 409 H street northwest; William
. Manweiller, thirty-three yeurs,
Hospital; Nathaniel Gross,
two years, 810 New Hampshire avenue
northwest; Clinton H. Chapman, twen-
ty-eight years, 25 8th street southeast;
Pearl E. Evans, forty-two years, Siigo
Mill road; - Alexander H. Summers,

years,
Kerr

! thirty-four years, 127 4th street south-

east; James Tamisiea, twenty-three
years, Gallaudet College. i
Deaths from Saturday at midnight ;
up to midnight last night: Helen W.
Kirley, twenty-seven years, 1330 12th
street northwest; Francis Raetry,
twenty-two years, Xendall Iiouse, |
14th street; Walter W. Ballard, jr. |
one year, Hotel Powhatan; Ira Z.
street |

Myers, thirty wyears, 9231 é6th
northwest; Grace M. Lee, fifteen |
years, Casualty Hospital: Sarah E. |

Smith, forty vears, 245 V street north-

west: Julia A. Pitls, twenty-two
yvears, 726 Maryland avenue. north-
east: Annie R, Bray, twenty-=even
ye . 116 5th street souheast: s

-hisette, twenty-one years: Wash-
ington Asylum Hoespital; Thomas T
Kely, thirtv-six years. Georgelown

I"niversity Hospital: John &, Hulchin-
soan. twentv-s'x years., Blue Plalus:
Marion E. Farrow. thirty-four vears,
1242 D street southeast; Ruth Rizer,
thirty-four vearsa, 1464 Belmaont street
northwest: Anna IZ. Byrd, thirty-two !

vears, 623 M street northwest, George |
V. Minick, twenty-five years, Sibley
Hospital: Irvy L. Marshall, thirty-six
years, 1204 C street northeast; John J.
Lally, thirty-four years, Garfield Hos-
John Meinberg. twenty-three
years, Georgetown University Hos-
pital; Myrtle J. Jewell, thirty-nine
jears, 809 6th street northwest: Lee
F. Lynch, twenty-nine years, Walter
FReed Hospital; Joseph Drury, twenty
years, Walter Reed Hospital; Gene-
vieve Knudsen, twenty-one years, Sib-
ley Hospital; Grover C. Crown, thirty-
three years, 503 14th street northeast;
Thomas N. Corkhill, forly years, 912
H street northwest.

Dr. Mustard Opens Headquarters. |

Dr. Mustard of the public health |
service, who is jointly working with
Health Officer Fowler in the hattlet
against the spread of influenza, has
established headquarters in the Dis-

Discussing the situation and what

office, he said that a nursing service
is being organized, which will include
the Red Cross, dietary kitchen visit-
ing, home and school nurses’ organ-
izations and others who will pool
their efforts.

He said already fifty nurses have
volunteered for this service, giving
up all their other work. An arrange-
ment has been made by Dr. Mustard
whereby the chief clerks of every
government department will make a
daily report to his office of all cases
of influenza among the clerks and
others employed by the government
in Washington, and how the federal
government is handling the epidemic
in each service.

It was said by Dr. Mustard that
in all cases where clerks or others
of the various departments report as
indisposed or sick they are immedi-
ateiy sent to their homes. A rigid
enforcement of the rule prohibiting
the use of the publie drinkinz cup has
heen ordered im all departments. The
Red Cross efforts will be made joint-
ly with that of the public health
service.

Outside Aid Summoned.

Five well known physicians of the
public health service from outside of
the city have been called to Wash-
ington 8nd will work under Dr.
Mustard’'s directions as the heads of
the six zones into which the city is
being divided to fight the contagion.
The physicians are Dr. Gibbs, Dr. Set-
tle, Dr. Roberts, Dr. Saunders and Dr
Lucas.

“I have completed a survey of the
city of Washington’s soda fountains
and public drinking places.,” gaid Dr.
Mustard, “and am convinced that
these places using over and over
each day and night drinking glasses
that have not been sterilized are the |
most serious menace 1o the publie |
nealth, and one throush which the
contagion has been spread and will
further spread. I will insist with |
Health Officer Fowler that all such
places sterilize their glasses or put
in individual paper cups or contain-
ers. For the present I would warn the |
public against patronizing any soda
fountairs.”

Health Office Announcement.

Health tgm::te;urow!er anneunced
this morning with the approwal
the .District Commissioners he
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SURRENDER PROBABLE IF ALLIES
FIRM; HUN ARMY READY TO QUIT

LONDON, October 7.—If the

it is believed here that Germany

has been with the armies in the
't from groundless.
BERN, Switzerland, Octobe

to very heavy sacrifices.

(Cablegram to The Evening Star avd the Chicago Daily News,
right, 1318,)

absolutely firm for their program of justice and permanent peace,

of Bulgaria and surrender unconditionally. There is practically no
doubt that she will take this course rather than see the entente
armies draw too near her frontiers.
colossal that she has a deadly fear of vengeance, and any one who

ernment took its latest peace step upon the advice and with the ap=
proval of the high command of the army, says the Stuttgart Neues
Tagsblatt. Germany, the newspaper adds, has decided to consent

Copy-
allies and the United States stand

will soon follow in the footsteps

Her sins and crimes are so
west knows that this fear is far

r 7 (Havas).—The German gov=

AGTION, NOTWORDS,
FROM HUN WANTED

President Busy Writing Re-
jection of Peace Offer
From Germany.

BY DAVID LAWRENCE.
(Conseiant: Post Compauy.t

Tie United States government wiil
not accept any peace propesals from
the present governments of Germany
2nd Austria. Some day, when the
Austrian peoples
eliminate the men and the system
which brought on the European war,
there will be peace—but not until
then.

Germany and Austria may announce
gntil doomsday that they are in ac-
cord with President Wilson's fourteen
terms, but it is not words. but action
that must guarantee such an accept-
ance. Germany, when it suited her
purpose, once before praposed and ar-
ranged a peace treaty, at Brest-
Litovsk. that had democratic provi-
<ions in it, and only a fortnight later
the German militaristic government
brushed it arrogantly aside. What
certainty can there be that Germany
would not do the same if the allies
now relaxed their victorious war ma-
chinery and talked peace? Who is
back of the German peace offer, the
old regime or the German people? And
if it is the Germai! pcople, then they
must choose other spokesmen than.the

! present personnel.

Situation on This Historic Day.

That is the situation on this his-
toric day, when there lie on the desk
of the President of the United States
peace proposals from the governments
of Germany and Austria professing to
be in total accord with the principles
of a settlement hitherto announced by
the United States. The President
must keep the allies informed. There
may be a slight delay in transmitting
the actual reply, but of its character
Germany and Austria need not long
remain in doubt.

Indeed. when W. A. F. Ekengren,
the Swedish minister here, who cares
for the diplomatic interests of the
Austro-Hungarian government in the

| T'nited States, presented the text of
':Jhllt;ustrian peace offer to Secretary

3 ing, that individual made it plain
tlf:ts‘t.?:ge American reply would not be
encouraging. The German note
reached Wash'ngton, too. and is to be
transmitted during the day by the
Swiss legation, which cares for Ger-
man interests. The Secretary of State
told the correspondents that our gov-
ernment naturally would await the
receipt of the text of both offers be-
fore making reply.

President ‘Writing Reply.
President Wilson, who is personally
rgqueslﬂ‘ by the central powers to

jnstitute peace negotiations, promptly
went to work on a reply, usinz the

text published in the morning news- !

papers as & basis for his writing. It
is a critical moment in the sense that
he must choose carefully his words

and make plain to the central powers|’

as well as the entente world exactly
what must be done before there can
be peace negotiationa

While there is no doubt that firm-
ness will characterize the President’s
answer, it ia a foregone conclusion

«Tontinued on Second Page

(Continued on S:zcund Po_e.;

CONSDERS HIGHER
STREET CAR FARE

Utilities Board Hears Trac-
tion Companies and Suggests
Need of Better Facilities.

| Couszideration of Washington's street; r

two

Coomimission today, when it convened a
public hearing on the application of
the traction companies to charge a
straight five-cent fare, and put up to
Otto Eidlitz, head of the United States
Housing Corporation, the question of
financing the proposed Reeler belt

line, designed to relievé congestion
in the downtown section.

The belt-line proposition will be car-
ried out if ways and means can be de-
vised for financing and building it. It
has been approved by the War and
Navy departments and the utilities
commission. It is up to the govern-
ment, apparently. to furnish the money
for its construction,

The plan involves laying new tracks
on Florida avenue from 18th street to
Connecticut avenue, on 17th street
from H street to Pennsyvlvania ave-
nue and on B street from 18th street
to 9th street to connect with existing
tracks,

Citizens Attend Hearing.

Representatives of a large number
of citizens' associations attended the

cation, which began in the boardroom

Commissioner Brownlow, chairman of
the commission, formally convened the
board, but announced that he would
not be able to remain through the
proceedings on account of being re-
quired to give his entire time to the
influenza situation.

Collateral questions involving the
granting of universal transfers and
giving improved service did not figure
in the morning session. Commissioner
(iardiner, who presided, announced
that the procedure would be to get in
the case of the companies, after which
the commission would cross-examine
the witnesses and then give the
| citizens’ representatives an oppor-
tunity to express their views.

President William F. Ham of the
Washington Railway and Electric
Company was the first to testify. He
was followed by Vice President John
H. Hanna of the Capital Traction
Company. Their statements were
:taken up largely with an explanation
of the tigures contained in the appli-
cations filed by the companies.

These show the excessive increases
1in cost of operatiomn produced by war
Icondlt!ons. Anticipated returns from
the increased fare sought already
have been more than absorbed by in-
creased operating expenses and imme-
diate relief is declared to be neces-
sary. Statistics were Pgesented show-
ing that six, seven amd eight cent
fares have been granted in a large
number of cities to enable the street
car companies to meet the conditions
similar to those faced by the local
companies.

It apparently wiil not be the di=po-
sition of the citizens' renresentatives
| to guestion the reasonal eness of the
i inereased fare sought, judging from
the written statements they have filed
with the commission. But that they
will insist that universal transfers be
coupled with any increase allowed ap-
pears certain.

Among the association representa-
tives at the hearings were William
McK. Clayton of the Federation of
Citizens’ Assosmtions, William G.
Hendcrson, Edward Foulke and C. A
Bowman of North Capitol and Ecking-
ton, Walterr 1. Bwanton of Columbia
Heights, K. P. Armstrong of Rhode
island Avernus Suburban and W. O.
Wetzel of Bradburs Heights

hearing on the increased fare appli- |

of the District building at 10 o'clock. |

1915, hy the New York Evening |car problem was approached tiirnugh!"”- hut the loss

|
|

1
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REACH 14 MILLION
IN'LOAN CAMPAIGN

Raised Through Canvass
Here Yesterday.

STILL FAR FROM GOAL

Subscriptions to the fourth liberty
loan amounting to more than $10.-
000,000 was the result of the first
fvueirof the great campaign in Wash-
ington, according to an official an-
nouncement made today by the Dis-
trict liberty loan committee. It is
estimated by the commitiee tihat the
subscriptions taken during the can-
vass yesterday will amount to more
than $4,000,000.

The committee's statement for the
subscriptions for the week ending
Saturday night is based upon the re-
turns from the various banks of the
city. With fifteen of these forty-
three financial institutions in Wash-
ington failing to file returns for last
Friday and Saturday, the actual
amount of subecriptions at G o'clock
Saturday night was $8,532.875. Es-
timating on the possible returns

from the fifteen banks which did not |

report for the two last days of the
week, the committee said today that
510,000,000 is a modest estimate of
the city's seven days' total

The bank reporis did not include any
eference Lo the number of subscrib-
cominittee said it
would be safe to estilnate that the in-

avenues by the Public L'tiiiitiesi.]iridual responge will be shown to

have exceeded that during the corre-
sponding period of the third loan cam-
paign.

Definite Figures Unavailable.

EBecause of the great number of in-
dividual pledges taken yvesterday, dur-
ing the big house-to-house canvass of
the city, the committee was unable at
noon today to make publie definite
figures for yesterday activities.

Notwithstanding that the residents
of Washington have thus far rallied
their dollars around Old Glory in a
proud and patriotic manner, the com-
mittee points out that the city is far
from its goal, and that from now on
there will be no letting-up in the de-
termination to raise the city's quota,
£27,500,000.

Make Generous Response.

Willingness of Washington's eiti-:
zens to sacrifice in the great cause was |

emphatically demonstrated yesterday
afternoon by gencrous and patriotic

responses to appeals of the more than
7,000 volunteer solicitors who canvass-
ed the homes of the cily in the inter-

est of the government's fourth bend

issue.

Regardless of the rain, and with a
wonderful display of earnesiness and
enthusiasm, Secretary- McAdoo of the
Treasury Department worked as a
canvasser. In less than two hours’ time
he gathered a pocketful of signed
pledges, his customers ranging from
the President of the United States,
who bought a $20,000 bond on the in-
stallment plan, down to colored serv-
ants. His total subscriptions amount-
ed to $1.800,000.

Secretary McAdoo did not confine
his activities to any one neighborhood
but skipped from one section to an-
other. His solicitation of Bernard
Baruch, chairman of the war indus-

tries board, brought forth a subsecrip- |

Other |
large pledges obtained by Secretarv |
McAdoo were from Eugene Meyer, of |

tion amounting to §1.000,000,

the War Finance Corporation, for

$500,000, and J. L. Raplogle of the War |

Industries Board for $100,000,

Canvassers’ Work Made Easy.

The most noticeable feature of the
great house-to-house canvass wag the
spirit which permeated the entire
city. This evidence of patriotism pre-
vailed in no one section or amon
particnlar class of citizens. OItz :T;
general, and the big task of the men
and women who had volunteered to
carry the drive into the homes cof
‘Washington was made just that much
easier. The canvassers enjoyed the
work and were naturally pleased and
gratified by the results of their ef-
forts.

According to their reports

there were many homes where
. T not
only the head of the family had sub-

scribed to the fourth loan, but that:

every other member of the family had
bought bonds. Many persons already
Iad bought, but pledged arain when
the eanvassers called yesterday. There
were instances where children’s banks
were opened in order to make the
necessary 10 per cent cash payment.

In more than one the $5 for the ini-

tial payment on a $50 bond was made
up entirely of small coin. There were
innumerable cases of persons having
checks already made out and waliting
for the arrival of the canvassers.
The response o thi= apneal was= an

LContingg” on Secoud Paled)
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ON WIDE

I HUNS DRIVEN BACK

FRONT IN

- CHAMPAGNE FIGHT

Retreat Northward Toward
' Retourne River, Where Two

Allied Armies Menace.

YANKEES BATTLE BRILLIANTLY
IN EXPULSION OF COMMON FOE

| By the Associated Press.

LONDON, October 7.—Field Marshal von Hindenburg
has resigned as chief of the German general staff after a heated
interview with the emperor, in which the field marshal de-
clared that a retreat on a large scale was impossible to

dam today.
The correspondent based

‘ avoid, according to a Central
| the frontier.

Br the Associated Tress.

News dispatch from Amster-

his dispatch on rcports from

Outiought by the French and Americans, the Germans are
retreating on a wide front in the Champagne scctor between

Rheims and the Argonne forest

The enemy has been caught

between Gen. Berthelot's army on the west and Gen. Gouraud’s

iorces on the east and is rctiring

northward toward the Retourne

= 'river. It may be possible for him to stand back of that stream,
Nearly Third of Amount 'but it seems improbable that there will be much of a halt in the
retreat until the Germans rcach the Aisne.

. Gen. Berthelot’s advance in
{ menaced the enemy forces south

the Rheims region has gravely
of the Retourne, and, although

the retrograde movement is being covered by rear guards well

! French seem to have reached the
American forecs have been hattiing

| brilliantly with Gouraud's army and
| have aided materially in expelling the
Ienem_\' from the Champagie seclol.
Further east the Americans, fight-
ing between the Argonne forest
| and the Meuse river, are slowly clear-
| inz the Germans from the area before
the Kriemhild line and gathering their

forces for an assault on that powerful
position.

¥rom the region from Lille south-
| ward to Cambral the German retreat
’begun when Lens and Armentieres
were abandoned last week is continu-
|ing with what appears to be precipi-
| tation. There is every reason to be-
lieve that the city of Lille will be
evacuated by the enemy within a few
days and that his retirement will ex-
tend far down the front to the St.
Quentin sector, where both the French

supplied with machine guns, it appears to be going on rapidly. The

Suippe over a wide front.

and British are reported 1o be
through the Hindenburg line.

So far the German line from St
Quentin =outh to the Ajlette and thence
castward to Berryv-au-Boee is standing
quite firmly, and evidently this pait of

clear

the enemny's position is being used as «
pivot as his armies. to the north and
east, swing back to new positions
Ttalinn forces., however, have sirock

at the German iines in front of Laon,
and carly reports of progress made
there would appear to justify the be-
licf than the hinge of the foe's lines
may be broken.

German detachments which have
been fighting beside the Bulgarian
army in Macedonia are being with-
drawn, according to an announcement
made at Berlin. Serbian and French
rorces are reported to have inflicted
adefeat on German and Austrian units
near the ecity of Vranje.

Laon Burning as Foe Flees;

Rheims’ Deliverance Comes

PARIS, Metober T.—laon,
stronghold to which ithe enemy has
been elinging as the key point of his
line on the southwest, apparently has
heen s=eil afire by the Germans. The
town was reported ablaze yesterday
and fires were still burning there to-
day.

French troops have crossed the
Suippe river, eastward of Orainville,
and bhave reached the outskirts of
Bazancourt and Boul-sur-Suippe,
after severe fighting, it is officially
announced. At Clement-a-Arnes
heavy losses have been inflicted upon
the germa.ns. who retired in disorder.
Sunday's fighting completed the de-
| liverance of Rheims. i
| The battle north of St. Quentin con-

tinued all day and Remnaucourt, Til-
| jey farm and several fortified woods
were captured, the announcement
mj‘s, The enemy resisted fur:nusl_v,
t?ut was unable to check the French,
who captured several hundred prison-

ers.

the

Rheims No Longer Menaced.

. |

Rheims has been finally and doﬁ-‘.

nitely cleared from the menace ofl

5 2 g ans are in
German cannon. The Crerm :

r‘etreat on the whoele front [rom the

| Suippe to the Arnes, as well as 1n ihe;

region south of Cambrai.

In the first named sector ihe ailjes

v reached the Arhes viver, on which
Tie enemy hoped 1o make &0 =tamd. In
the gecond region the P i=h Tounh
aimy has crushed coun r attacks
which the enemy delivered in an oof-
fort to prevent its progress toward

Bohain and cover their retreat to the
south,

These two 1ovements of retreat
form a pari of a plan which was to
have brought the German armies to
new lines of resistunce much nearer
the frontier, it appears. but the con-
siant pressure of the allied troops is
making the execution of the plan
most difficult and hazardous.

The peace proposals of the central
powers are in no way interferinz with
the policy of destruction the German
staff seems 1o have decided upon. Sal-
laumines, near Lens, is burning and
fires have heen seen west and sonth-
west of Lille and between Douaiand
Souain. The troops advancing in the
Champagne fonnd Nogent-LAbbesac,
Beine and 211 the villazes in the val-
lev of the Suippe in flames,

Laon has heen ablaze sines yesteo-
day, indicuting that the enemy mawv
be about to leave that region, e the
Chemin des Dames, already tuaraed
Ly Gen Mangin on the west, has boon
turned on the east by the troops
which have crossed the Alsne at sev-
eral points in the vicinity of Berry-
au-Bae, making it appesr that 1he
Laonneis area is no longer tenuble

Pershing’s Men Force Huns

Back on

25-Mile Front

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
|THE CHAMPAGNE, Sunday, October
| § (by the Associated Press).—.&_mcr-
! ican troops operating in the ‘(_'nam-
| pagne with the French agzain :_m.
vanced their lines today, capturing
st. Etienne. The American prngre‘as
served also as a leverage on the
| right of the Champagne offensive, re-
sulting in advances farther west, the
result being the withdrawal of t_lw
German lines along a twenty-five-mile
stretch.

The bulk of the work in the Amer-
fjcan operations was done by a di-
vision which is among the best known
the United States has in France and
which has invariably covered itself
with laurels. All of its advances since
the “jump-off” on Wednesday have
been made not only in the face of
most tremendous oppogition. but
against a frequent flanking fire on

both wings.

there |
were blocks where an honor flag was |

displayed in every window, and that!

Day’s Advance Easier.

The advance today was easier than
that of the previous three days be-
cause the terrain was far less in-

€ ‘1 4 1 enaemy pill-
cumbered with powerfu emy pi
b::lrxes and concrete fortifications. The

| fanks of the Americans were better
| covered by troops, who pressed for-
ward so fast as 10 prevent a deadly
enfilading.

This forward mevement amounts
lto between four amfl four and a half
{ miles from the starting point. It aids
| materially in completely freeing

i;:.':ims irem the German .enco. e

makes the enemy positions north of
Rheims harder and harder to hold.

Take 1,700 Prisoners.

The Americans have captured up to
this afterncon 1,760 prisoners, includ-
ing forty-eight officers. They toox
much material, many cannon and ma-
chine gung, including seventy-tive
zeized with more than 200 Germans
in one set of nests.

The achievements of the Americans
in the last four days will bes an honor
rage in the history of their fighting.
They were thrown into the battle
Wednesday afternoon and ordered to
advance from Somme-Py, first across
enormously strong trenches, which
had detied capture, and then across
the rolling plain and up the wooded
heiguts of Wagram fields to a line
from Blanc Mont to the Medeah farm.

Foe Resists to Utmost.

The Americans cleaned up the
trenches Wednesday afternoon aund
stormed the rest of the distancs be-
fore 11 o'clock Thursday, outdi=-
tancing the troops on their lanks, As
the Amerigans advanced in the cen
ter the Germans to the right and leit
of th=m refusced to be di
resisted to the
was able v pour a

odged and
Fhee
hering entilie-

uL.agst,

ing fire upon the attacking forces.
which was only silenced today wheu
the line was compl=tc!y stabilizedd
Hefore these entiluding  diteulties

were overcome, however, the Amori-
cans had pressed still farther forward
from the heights which they huad
gained and occupied positions facins
St. FEtienne and Orfeuil. Stron-
trenches outside of St. Etivnne again

Leld them up.

e Fronch first enluicd o=b.




