
The Ram
IN the third narrative of the aeriea

having tor their text or theme
the country through which TeraimtnonTree lane run* the Ramblerwrote a few paragraph* about

Totomac Church. It 1* a Methodiat
< hwrch and (be small structure, In Its

plain and simple architecture, no

doubt reflects the plain and simple religiousfaith of the good men and the
better women who gather there on

Sunday and on other days to send up
their prayers and songs to the throne
of grace. As the Rambler so far understandsthe history of this place,
the iittle church has been standing
there since 18&0, and perhaps nobody
naed be reminded that seventy years
Is quite a long stretch of time as we

measure years In America.
A single year brings so many

changes that tn computing the

change that has taken place since the

plain little church was dedicated to

the service of (!od and man it might
be fairer to multiply its years not by
seventy, but by the square of seventy.And for thirty years before
1if.li a i,lain little frame (hutch stood
where thin little church stand* now.

It also wan a Methodist house of worship.That carries u.« hack to 1820.
And for many years before 1820, but

the exact number the Rambler is not

able to determine, another little
church stood there. That was a Presbyterianchurch. The date of its
foundation was perhaps some time
about 1722. and that church was

identified with early Presbyterians in

the region of Washington.
*

* *

The Presbyterian church was burneddown in 1820, or the year before,
and it does not seem probable that it
could have been the first church on

this site, because a frame church is

not apt to endure within about three

years of a century, and a congregationfounded In 1722 or thereabouts
probably outgrew or became otherwisedissatisfied w ith its church home

before the passage of ninety-seven
years. Ko it is likely that more than

three churches have stood at this

p latest.
The burying ground has been in

use since the first church was built
and It is very easy for the reader to

think how richly this Uod's acre is

impregnated with the ashes of men

who called this part of the country
their home. The Rambler has no

means of knowing how many men.

women and children who looked upon
and loved the same hills, valleys,
brooks and rivers that we do have
been gathered at last into the small
oak-grown space about this Utile
church- It must give even to the
rudest man who atrays that way a

feeling of reverence to reflect on the
countless good, friendly and pious
thoughts or emotions that have been
foil and expressed where this plain
little frame church elands. It i.s
curious to speculate on how much influencefor good this plain little
church and the other plain little
churches that previously occupied
this place hare exercised 011 man.

Descendants of people who have
knelt and bowed their heads in prayer
in this place are scattered all over

the world and must be especially
numerous in the District of Columbiaand the nearby sections of Marslandand Virginia.
This church stands buck from thai

main road, called the Palls road, which
leads from Rockvllle to tlreat Palls.
That it Is one of the old roads of the
Washington neighborhood is proved
by the date of the building of the tirst
church, and it is very likely" that il
was a much used road when that
church was built. Our ancestors in
picking out a site for a church naturallychose a central one. They set

up this church near the center of
population or near the center of the
Presbyterian population, which is
wery much the name thing, for that
part of Montgomery county in the
early eighteenth century was stronglyPresbyterian. It is fair to assume

that the Toad leading through this
part of the country was among the
early roads in this vicinity. No
doubt the Kambler could lake a day
off from his regular work and by digginginto acta of the Maryland assemblyyear after year could find the
exact date on which the construction
of this road was authorized, and if
there is any vehement demand from
his readers for that particular piece
of information ho will look it up.
This road, because it passes through

a section of country now thickly settledw-ith prosperous people, has been
highly improved, or it tnay be that the
section is thickly nettled by prosperouspeople because the road has
been highly Improved. At any rate,
because It is a good road and because
of the scenic and historic interest of
the country through which it passes.
It is now one of the important automobileroads in the Washington re-

Kion. Autotnooiiee ru«ti along it at
great f<peed and frequent interval*.

*
* *

The Rambler doe* not mention this
with the idea lliat he i* paying any
ceraplinienl lo the road. Perhap*
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quite the reverse. For ae a rule an
automobile road is less interesting
and less useful for purposes of ramblingthan an ox-cart road, a saddlehorsetoad or a buggy road. Automobilesare very disturbing* to humblepedestrians, and it is only now
and then that one is kind enough to
stop and give a man a lift. B^jt the
Rambler is not making an^ complaint,
because in walking along this road
he has been pretty lucky in getting
lifts. Never yet has the Rambler been
so unappreoiative or affected as to
say, when asked to take a rjde: "No,
thank you; I am walking for health
and profit." The main disappointment
which the Rambler experiences towardan automobile road is that so

many machines go by without stopping.But, ^and however. though
walking is hard work, it is said to
be quite healthy.

*%
A nuinlwr nf yearn ago. in writing

nf the Soldiers' Home grounds and
the tombs of Rev. Dr. Hrackenridge
and his wife, Kleanor. dau ghter of
James White, whose farm is now the
southern part of the home grounds,
the Rambler said:

Kev. Dr. Brackcnridge was the first l'res
b.vterimi minister to hold service in Wash
ingtoo city. Tlial was in 1796. The tonihi
of I>r. Brackcnridge and bia wife are in lb*
Soldiers' Home grounds not far from th*
little cottage which was called Harcwood and
which wa» the summer home of W. W. for
<oran. That laikd |>a#*ed to Mr. Corcoran iu
1851! from the Bru«-keuridgc family. In*.
Braekenridge died in 1844. at the age of »ev

euty fire yeara. Hia wife died in 1817, at tin
age of fifty-two. IJttle of the early hiatorj
of Dr. Brackcnridge is known, though be
ausc of the name and sundry other facts h*
was probably a native of > irginia «nd wu«

no doubt familiar with thia section long be
fore il became the seat of gorernmeut. Tliii
v. as quite a Presbyterian neighberhood long
|m fore the American revolution. Presbyteriai
eburehea having been established on the Kust
ern branch near Bladenaburg and iu tlie Cabii
J of ia neighborhood. The ttiadc risburg eougre
gi.tiou waa established in 1719. and the pustot
there until 1751! was the Rev. Hugh Conn.

In that "ramble" in which mention
was first made of Potomac Church the
Rambler pointed out that it stands on
u L- ri11 in q M-nt'o « f "Id

and- that around it are many old
tombs carved with ttie names of early
settlers in that part of Montgomery
county. On the west edge of the
cemetery is a tall and broad slab inscribed:"Presbyterian Church lilt;.
Oramraar School 1760.Placed by JanetMontgomery Chapter, Daughter!
of the American Revolution Iflti.'
Among the tombstones Is one inscribed:"In memory of the Rev,
James Hunt, who departed this life
the !.'d o/ Juue, 1783. aged sixty-one
years. He was set apart to the work
of the ministry early in life, in which
he continued till death, laboring for
the good of souls and for the glory ol
his Hesvenly Master."
Reside this tomb is one inscribed:

"In memory of Mrs. Hull) Hunt, wife
IU 1 tic- lin rfaiiim JUIII, tirrejurd, n n«l

departed thin life the 17lh of May,
17>&, in the nlity-seventh year of tier
iiRe. She early in life devoted tiereelfto the service of religion and continuedthrough a long life a bright
example of Christian piety She wan
a woman of Borrows and acquainted
with Brief, being the greater part of
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her days the subject of affliction
which refined her as fire for dwelling
In the mansions of the Holy and the
Blessed."

It will be observed that the memorialmarker in the churchyard Is inscribed"Presbyterian Church ITU."
There is a discrepancy in dates which
the Rambler cannot now harmonize.
In the Kockville newspaper in October,ISIS, was published the following
little article, written and signed by
the chairman of the historic commit-
t*e of Janet Montgomery Chapter,
D A. H
On ftundiy. Hrtotorr at J:»" P Ih*

Janet Muutftamrry Chapter. It. A. It., eipeeta
t« teleUrate the 2O0IU anoiveranry »( I'rekbjr
teriauiara by uaretling a marker on the aite of
Itie flrat I'reaby teriao t'hureti in Montgomery
county. located si Potomac.
Tbf old church was formerly known as "the

t'up tain John's Church" and also as "the Pros
byterian Mooting Houae," and was organized
in 171 tt by the Kev. Hogb Conn of Ireland, a

mealier of the Donegal Presbytery, who also
( reached at Kladensburg or Patuxent Churcli,
organised in 17<»4.
The first grammar school in the county was

nearby. Here William Wirt. Attorney (Joiierul
of the I'nited Ktates, and many otlier distinguishedmen were educated by Kev. James
Hunt, who conducted the school and filled the
pulpits of Patuxent and Captain John's
churches, and whose hody lies hy that of his

j wife in the old chureh.vard at Potomac. The
tombstones are in good condition, hearing quaint
inscriptions.

'Jlie chapter has a good program of distinguishedspeakers and fine uiusic. tine interest
ing feature of the program will he tic- school
children of Potomac standing hy the llout
graves, forming a living Posted S'lt.s ling and

« singing "America." led b.v Mie ham'.
'Hie chapter historian will read the histoiy

of the church collected for the chapter, and the
marker will he unveiled l>v descendants of

t Kev. John Orme and Kev. fame* Hunt, pastors
of the church and descenia its of \inion Heal),

* first elder.
; Kockville. Darueatow n. Hetliesda. Nealsville
i and Henaon. together with Methodist churches

which are the outgrowth of this mother chur-h,
are requested hy the chapter to be present and
loin iu singing "Coronation" and "Iktxology,"
le<l by tlie band, and hopes are entertained
that this union service will give new impetus
to Christian patriotism ami education in our
country.

1 * *

The <lnl#» ri f I )io hnil<tin» .-# "C*... V.. .-W -y. >>iv vwiiuiiig »i M rrtD'
liyterian church near Upper Marlboro,
Ihe county real of Prince Georges
county, war 17U4. The deed lo the
land. given by Ninian Beall, is on record.Whether that was the Aral
Presbyterian church in that locality
is not known, but it probubly was not,
because Presbyterians were settled in
that part of Maryland in the latter
years of the seventeenth century, and
where Presbyterians lived there was
Presbyterian worship, and it is (|uite
likely thai as soon as a congregation
was formed, a church was built. In
the deed of 1704 there are named sixtout)t I'liuloou 1.9 I ha , V. . . »

, v. «nc mun-ii, auu me
pastor's name in given as Rev. NathanielTaylor. Rev. J. William Mc11vain, whose work on "Early Presbyterianismin Maryland" was publisheda« one of the Johns Hopkins' stud'ies in history and political science,
says that it is not known whether NathanielTaylor was an Englishman or
a Scotchman, "but that he was an
educated man is shown by his library
of T<»0 volumes of fine literature." He
died in 1710.

Mr. Mellvain gives a good deal of
space to the Patuxent or Marlboro

Maryland
n.A Mention of Poto-

iped There.NewsitsAbout Roads.

church of 1704, ami then passes to the
liastern Branch or Hlailensburg
church, concerning which he seems to
ha-ve been able to collect very fewr
facts. But he does (five the date of
the establishment of the Bladeneburg
church as the year 171*. Then, oppositethat statement and on the margin
of the page some person has written
in pencil and In a careful hand:
"Wrong, 1741." The Presbyterian
population, like the Episcopalian and
Catholic populations, expanded northwardin Maryland, and if the Patux-
ent church was built in 1704. and the
Eastern Branch church in 1719. it
would seem a little strange that the
Cabin John church was built in 1716.
It is a perplexing matter. The erectionof a church building and the formationof a congregation are often
confused.

There wan usually a congregation
before there was a church and it Is
quite likely that Presbyterians in the
Cabin John country met in private
homes for worship before they built
a church. The Kambler is going to
try t,o work this out at some other
time.

In the matter of the marker on the
site of the early Presbyterian church
on Cabin John the llamhler turns to
the following, which was published in
The Star in October, 1916:

A memorial stone marking lite site of Old
Cabin John Preaby terlan Church on Cabin
lobn creek about three miles west of
Itethesda ia to he dedicated tomorrow bt
Janet Montgomery Chapter. It. A. It of Montgomerycounty. Md. Nothing now remains
of I lie ancient church, the site baring been
hough! nearly a century ago by the Metho
disc deuomination and a Mcthodlat Church
now stands near where the original Proabylerinnedifice stood. The graves of Key. Jantes
Hunt, tlie first paator of the church, and bin
wife are the sole remaining Indications of flit
former ownership.
Cabin John Presbyterian Church, called in

the original records Captain John Church, waa

founded ahont 17113, wltett Key. John Orme.
paator of the Patux.'M Presbyterian Church at
t'pper Marlborough, was sent to prearli to
what ia now the Hethesda section of Marylaud,The first congregation was composed
mainly of Scotch settlers of whom the Magru
der and other families of Scotch names are
descendants.
The first regular pastor of the new ehureli

of whom definite record* enist was Iter. Mr.
Hunt, whose grave, marked by a headstone,
is in the old burying ground with that^of his
wife. Rev. Mr. Hunt wa* a native of Hanover
rounty. Va., and In 1761' was a member of fl»e
Hanover Presbytery. He was a companion In
youth of Patriek Henry, both being under tlto
ministerial charge of Itev. Samuel Ha vies,
founder of the Presbyterian chttreh in that
part of Virginia and later president of PrincetonCollege, now the ( Diversity of Princeton.
It was Kev. Mr. Ha vies who. in
for* King tieorge 111 of Rugland in the Interest
of the colonist*, and being interrupted by the
kins, who expressed amaxcmetit at the elo
qiience of the speaker, rebuked the monarch
with these words:
"When the kin* of king* speaks let the ,

kings of the earth keep alienee.'*
,

Rev. Mr. Hunt died June 2. 1797, according
to the inscription on the headstone at kia
grave. Hit auceeaaar was Rev. Adam Free
man, who died in 1MOO. Her. l)r. ConradSpeece of Yirgiuia succeeded Mr. Freeman,remaining until lftOK, wlten he returned to Ylr.uu----- *

n*w wucreeoea i»v Kfv. SamuelMartin, who in turn war MM mded by It*-%. J.T. Kumall.
The old church burned in lf<20 and the nlte

win wold to the Mrlhodiat congregation, theI'reabyterlan* reaerving only the buryingjrround. The 1'aMn John.or. a* it Mtill appeared In the record*, the ('opinio John.1'reahyterian congregation l>»iilt a ehorcli within ahundred yard* of the »ite of the present

Churches
church oil the Hock v Hie pike. A few your*
later tlit» church was also burned mid in 18A0
the present cliurrh was built. At that time
lift. John Mines who had come to the church
a* pastor in lh22, and Iter. Randolph Smith,
co pastor, served the church and the Presbyterianchurch at Montgomery County Court
lioiitM*. now Itorkrlllc. which was Iwo missionof the original ('ahill John Church. Hot.
Mr. Smith wns followed in 18f»9 by Hot. R. H.
t'ompton. who served until 187ft, whrn ho was

succeeded by iho -present pastor, He v. Parke
I*. Klournaj, who lias served continuously
since that year.

*
*

The Rambler Is perplexed by the
number of discrepancies In the two
stories which he has secured, one from
the Rockville paper and the other
from The Star. That in the Rockville
paper was written by the historian of
Janet Montgomery Chapter and that
In The Star was written by a reporter
who evidently got some of his facts
from a member of the congregation
Df Bethesda Presbyterian Church on
Ihe Rockville pike. Tt>e first account
says that the Cabin John Church was

organized in 1716 by the Rev. Hush
Conn, who also preached at Bladensliurgor Patuxent t'hurch. organized In
1704. The Patuxent Church was at
Marlboro and the BladenaburR Church
was on the Eastern Branch. There la a
leed for land for a site for the PatuxentChurch dated 1704, but nothlnR to
indicate that that was the first church.
Mr. McJIvain says that the Eastern
itranch church was established In 1719
tnd some man who read that statementin Mr. Mcllvain's hook marked
it. "Wrong, 1 744." Mr. Mcllvain makes
no mention of the Cabin John Church,
the inference beinR that he had found
no record of its origin. The neighborhoodof Bladensburg was well settledbefore grants to wild land in
Montgomery county were issued by.
Ihe proprietary of Maryland. The earliestland patent covering land In the
immediate vicinity of the PresbyterianChurch was issued in 1729, which
would indicate that not many Presbyteriansettler, were there In 1716. There
were earlier patents west of Rock
Creek, and the Rambler finds three of
earlier date covering land west of
where the Presbyterian Church stood.
One was a patent to Archibald Kdmonstonin 1717. called Cool Spring Level,
!tnd one wan a tract adjoining it patentedin 1717 to James Moore, called
Archibald's Lot. Some of the grants
for land through which the Rockville
pike runs were made as early as 16(8,
i.mong them being l.eeke Forest, patentedto Henry Dulany. and In 1889 a

grant was made to William Joseph of
a tract which he named "Hermitage."
So it impresses the Rambler as reasonablethat the I'resbyterlans In the
Bladenxburg neighborhood built a
church before those in the Cabin John
neighborhood Hut, of course, he may
he wrong.
Now for the account In The Star.

It says In one place that James Hunt
was the first pastor, and In another
that it was founded by John Orme,
pastor of the Patuxent Church. It
says that Mr. Hunt "died June 2. 1787,
according to the inscription on the
headstone at his grave." The date of
a man's death on his headstone Is
generally right, and tt is usual for
man's headstone to stand at his
grave. Rut this particular headstoneis inscribed "June 2. 1793." The
tombstone says he died at the age of
sixty-one years. Then he was born In
1732 or thereabouts, and if he came
i» caoin .1 on 11 cnurcn an pastor at
the age of twenty-one. which is highlyimprobable, that would fix the beginning'of his pastorate there as 1T5S.
The information given to the reporter
was that "a memorial atone marking
the site of old Cabin John Church on
Cabin John creek, about three miles
west of Rethesda, is to be dedicated,"
etc. The marker stands seven miles
west of Betheada. where Wisconsin
avenue passes through it, and instead
of being "on" Cabin John creek it is
somewhat more than two miles west
of the creek.
Sometime the Rambler Is going out

to see the Rev. Parke P. Flournoy of
old Betheada Presbyterian Church
about this matter. Betheada Church
is on the west side of the Rockville
pike north of the Hamilton farm,
south of the Corby farm and about a
mile west by a trifle north of the
electric station at Alta Vista. Tho
Rambler hopes to get at the facta
about "the 1716 church of Cahln
lohn." There must be some good old
Pi'Mhvtasrinnu in Unntrnmdrv OAUtlllT
rtr Prince Heoreea who know th#
story of thl* intei-eating church.

Artistic Wives.
(" BRA I.IHNK IARRAR Mill at

tea:
"Girls who have (rone In for the arte,

railed and then married as a iMt re-

sori iiimhc |iwur wiicb.

"I know h girl who married after
'ailing In music. It is reported that
tier husband said one night in hia
up*:
"'My wife used to play the gultafVowshe.hie.-picks on ma."


