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T8 DEAD, NANY L

FROM DRINK MAL
OF WOOD ALGOH

59 Die in New England—Four
Arrested for Murder, Five
for Manslaughter.

ONE CONFESSES HE SOLD
45 GALLONS OF “LIQUOR”

New York Detectives Believe Fatal
“Whisky” Manufactured in

That City.
By the Associatad Press.
CHICOPEE, Mass., Dec®mber 27.—

The death list resulting from the
drinking of “whisky” said by Medical

Examiner Fletcher to contain wood
aicahol during the Christmas festivi-
ties had reached forty-six in this
city, Springfleld, Greenfield and
Holyoke early tonight. Hartford, Conn,,
reported thirteen deaths late this
affternoon. It was expected that be-
fore the night had passed the toll
would be much higher, due to the in-
creasing number of cases coming to the
attention of physicians and police.

Four men are held at Hartford on
charges of murder. They will appear
in police court next Wednesday. Jacob
Bronerwine, one of those held, is re-
garded by the police as a leader of the
“whisky™ ring, and is alleged to have
made a profit of §75,000 from illegal
liquor sales since July 1.

Twelve Larrels of materials brought
from New York city, the police say,
were made into twenty-four barrels by
the use of walter, and then distributed
over the bar in Hartford and sold in
bulk to persons in Chicopee and
Holyoke. Fifty cents a drink or $7.50
a quart was the price of the “liquor.”

Bought 30 Gallons; Seold 43.

District Attorney Ely of Westfield,
who has been investigating the
deaths. announced tonight that Alex-
ander Perry, proprietor of the Amer-
ican House in Chicopee Falls, had con-
fessed to buying fifty gallons of the
comcoction in Hartford. all except five
of which were sold. The district at-
torney also stated that five other gal-
lons of the liguor had been traced to
the Polski Hotel in Holyoke. &

Perry stated he bought the liquor
through Sam Darling of Hartford, an
eéxpressman, who is under arrest in
that city in connection with the
deaths. Perry said he had no idea
the liguor was poisonous. Perry was
rcleased on bail.

Thomas Oczkwyski, proprietor of a
saloon in Chicopee Center, also was
placed under arrest today charged
Wwith manslaughter.

moere arrests also were made
by the local police today. Louis

House: Leopold Fredette, member of
the liquor firm of Fredette & Tetault,
and Joe Grabic, bartender for Thomas
Oczkwyski, were all charged with
manslaughter.

All saloons in this city and Holy-
oke were closed this afternoon by
the police on orders from the district
attorney.

Six Dead in New York.

NEW YORK, December 27.—Two
men were found dead, another died
in a hespital and one is seriously ill
from what is believed by physicians
to be wood alcohol poisoning, in a
Fulton street hotel. When guestioned
by the police, the hotel proprietor de-
nied having sold the men whisky
and gave the officers a bottle from
his stock for analysis. Three other
deaths also have been reported.

New York detectivea seeking the
source of “whisky"” manufactured
from wood alechol which has caused
scores of deaths in the east within
the last two days tonight expressed
the opinion that hundreds of barrels
of the poison liquor were made in
this city by a band of ltalians and
shipped to Connecticut and nearby
states.

Conferences between manufacturers
of wood alcohol and members of the
committee of public health and hy-
giene will be bezgun here next week
to discuss the alarming number of
deaths from beverages mixed with the
poisonous liguid.

Eight, Twoe Women, Die in Chicage.

CHICAGO, Decamber 27.—Four per-
sons, two of them women. died today
from drinking wood alcohol, making
a total of eight such deaths in Chi-
cago in forty-eight hours, or thirty-
four since July 1. The authorities
were thoroughly aroused and several
arrests were made. Drinks contain-
ing wood alcohol were called “coro-
ner's cocktails” by Coroner FPeter M.
Hoffman. who issued a public warn-
ing against the fatal draughts, and
said he would attempt to band coro-
ners and other publie officials through-
out the country to prevent the sale
of poisoned liquors. Both the coroner
and the city health commissioner, Dr.
John Dill Robertson, said wood al-
eohol drinks were sure to result either
in blindness or death,

The police arrested the manager of
the drug deparffMent of an outlyving
department store, at whose establish-
ment pint bottles of wood zalcohol
had been given away with $2 Christ-
mas candy purchases. The widow of
a saloonkeeper who died yesterday
was arrested, and she is said to have
admitted mixing wood alcohol with
other lignors. She said the poison
was purchased from a druggist, and
he also was arrested.

Tweoe Deaths in Newark.

NEWARK, N. J., December 27.—Wood
alcohol poisoning today caused the
death of two persons at the City Hos-
pital, bringing the death list from that
cause to five during the last two weeks.
Three persons, including two saloon-
keepers, are under arrest in connection
with the deaths.

PITTSBURGH, Pa., December 27.—
Two deaths have been reported here
from the effects of a drink containing
wood alcohol.

CLEVELAND, Ohlo, Deiember
One death from “whisky” containing
wood alcohol has been reported here.

Blinds Persoms in Denver.

DENVER, Col, December 27. — Not
less than twelve persons are confined in
Ienver hospitals suffering from poison-
i contracted from drinking liquor
which had as its base wood alcohol,
a to a statement giade by one
of the leading physicians here today.
The majority of the patients are going
blind from the effects of the poison.

Imitation “Whisky” Sold Soldiers.

MINEOLA, N. Y., December 2I7. —
walter H. Reynolds, director of the War
Camp Community Service for Nassau
and Queens counties, announced today
that he had begun a crusade against
persons who are selling hard cider and
~jmitation’’ whisky to scldiers stationed
at the aviation fields around Camp
Mills. In some cases, it was alleged,
wood alcohol had been sold. Officials of
Nassau county are co-operating, Mr,
Reynolds said.

Several 11l in Louisiana.

LAKE CHARLES, La, December
27.—Several persons are dm}gpfmmly
ill +here as a result of drinking a
whisky substitute branded “Jamaica
Officers

27.—

nger, 30 per cent alcohol.”
;dre investigating the sale of the sub-
' stitute.

Menard. a porter at the Chicopee |'

| DEATH TOLL FROM
| WOOD ALCOHOL SOLD
TO WHISKY DRINKERS

Seventy-eight deaths from
“whinky"” sald to contain wood al-
cohol have bren reported in New
England, New York, Newark amd

Chicago.
Fifty-nine deaths have ocrurred
in Chicopee, Springfield, Greemn-

- field and Holyoke, Mans,, and Hart-
| ford, Conn.; six Iin New York,
eight in Chicago, two in Newnark,
two in Pitisburgh and eme Inm
Cleveland,

A dozen are in hoapitals in Den-
ver, hlinded from the effects of

oY LEADERS A

10 RAISE SCHOOLS
. T0 HIGHEST MARK

Publicity Campaign to Have
Organizations’ Support.
-. Joint Session Held.

Plane for a big publicity campaign
which will result in putting the pub-
lic school system of Washington in
condition to meet fully all require-
ments now and in the future ‘was
launched last night at a meeting of
spokesmen of the Board of Trade,
Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club

and Federation of Citizens’ Associa-
| tions in the office of Roy C. Claflin,
| 1903 14th street.

| - The school committees of the four or-
| ganizations, with William B. Westlake,
president of the Citizens' Federation, as
| chairman, will meet in the board room
at the District building, Friday night.
| January 2, to discuss and take action

publicity scheme, which will be prepared
meantime by a subcommittee composed
of Roland Robbins, president of the
Rotary Club; Mr. Claflin, chairman of
the school committee of the Board of
Trade, and Charles 1. Corby, chairman
OC{ tl:w school committee of the Rotary
ub.

¥ Listen te Mr. Thurstonm.

. The unofficial coterie which gathered
in Mr. Claflin’s office last night met at
the instance of the host to hear from
Ernest Thurston, superintendent of
schools, what is the matter with the
schools of the city at present, and
what nlust be done to bring them up
to the best mark set by public schools
elsewhere in the United States.
Getting that information ‘from Mr.
Thurston they decided to take a course
of action designed to arouse all the
citizens of Washington to the im-
perative needs, and to bring to bear
on Congress through force of public
opinion a pressure that will result in
satisfaction.

Besides Mr. Thurston, who was a
guest: Mr. Westiake, Mr. Corby, Mr.
Claflin and Mr. Robbins, there were
present at this session Capt. James
¥. Oyster, president of the Board of
Trade, and Jesse C. Suter. chairman
of the school committee of the Citi-
zens’ Federation. "
They dechled the essentials for im-
proved schools are: (1) Hi%her pay
for teachers, (2) more teachers, (3)
comprehensive building program, (4)
a business manager with additional
clerks and (5) a retirement system
for teachers,

“The primary need is much better
pay for teachers,” declared Mr. Thurs-
ton. *“Adequate pay will attract high
grade teachers and fill our depleted
ranks. Then the teachers must have
assurance that the publie is support-
ing them in their educational efforts
Lo the very limit, and the dignity of
their ealling must be given full recog-
nition as such.

Five Years Behind in Buildings.

“In the matter of school housing we
are at least five years behind the
building program. The situation is
really critical. There are in use sev-
enty-nine portable buildings. Schools
are established in all sorts of improp-
er structures. In Petworth, for in-
stance, besides a regular school
building, classes are being taught in
five portable structures, & church and
a vacant frame dwelling.

“We have this year 25 per cent more
high school pupils than last year, and
10 per cent more grade pupils, with
no increase in the teaching force. &
grade teacher cannot do justice to her
pupils if she has mere than forty in
her class. Yet 50 per cent of the grade
classes have more than forty pupils
each. A high school class should not
have more than thirty pupils, but in
the city from 400 to 500 classes have
more than thirty pupils in each.”

Boys Deing Janitor Service.

Mr. Suter said his thirteen-vear-old
son, and other boys, too, are doiyn?jani-
tor service in some portable structures
because regular janitors cannot be ob-
tained under the present conditions.

The nub of the situation, it was
pointed out, is that appropriations
made for the local schools by Con-
gress are woefully inadequate to the
barest needs. Estimates submitted to
the city Commissioners are cut be-
fore they are sent to Congress, not
through the fault of the Commission-
ers, but because they are restricted
under the law.

Capt. Oyster suggested that the
civic organizations go on record as
heartily supporting the teachers in
their efforts to obtain higher pay
and a fair retirement system, after
Mr. Thurston had described the loss
in the esprit de corps of the teaching
force by reason of worry and unset-
tled conditions in the school system.

Financial Plan Inelastie,

Answering Capt. Oyster's question
Mr. Thurston said he bellet\lrag t.hor‘e;
is no need for an entirely new school
law. *“The present law is workable,”
he said, “but especially in the matter
of financial arrangement the Wash-
ington school system is inelastic.”

Out of the suggestion that the city
float a bond issue to meet the financial
needs of the schools and its rejection
on legal grounds came the suggestion
that the civic bodies invest enough
money in a publicity campaign to
force the attention of Congress on
the urgent needs and get from “the
hill" relief as quickly as possible.

Other cities are devoting large
sums to schools, salaries and bulld-
ings, it was said. Buffalo, for:exam-
ple, has raised $8,500,000; Cincinnati,
$6.000,000; Sacramento, Calif.,, $5,000,-
000, and Johnstown, Pa., $2,000,000.

THREATENS TO CLOSE
NEW ORLEANS SHIPPING

NEW ORLEANS, December 27.—

Refusal of 400 longshoremen this
week to unload two vessels unless
paid an increase of 10 cents an hour
brought a threat tonight from the
| New Orleans Steamship Association
{to close down shipping at this port.
| The policy of the steamship asso-
| ciation was given in a letter written
| by John M. Heyn, acting here, today
| to Harry Keegan and Albert Work-
|mamn, respective presidents of the white
jand negro longshoremen’'s unions
{ here. The issue of 10 cents an hour
is over unloading the Indier and Ams-
'teldyk here of cargoes of potash. The
longshoremen asked the increase on
the grounds that at some ports the
extra pay was given

upon cost estimates and dJdetails of the !

LOOKING OVER THE GREETING

CARDS.

AMERICANS FIND GERMANY

Special Cnil‘em— to The Star and

New Yeork World. Copyright, 1919,

BERLIN, December 27.—Berlin is
fast becorning the gloom center of the
globe. Vienna is dying gracefully,
but Berlin is just going to its end
stolidly, worldly, unpicturesquely and
uninterestingly steeped in gloom.
Many visiting Americans have fallen
victims to the all-pervading atmos-
phere of depression after the first few
days' novelty and imterest have worn
off. .

Many American buﬂ}dﬂ% rrenee: who
L el g T Mo
clean-up and get away, ve found
it impossible to dn..vs usiness at
all with Germany at the present low

e A e e condilionk,
Others have been held here weeks
longer than they ever expcted to stay
and keep hanging on here, hoping
against hope that conditions for do-
ing business may improve. Ameri-
cans who have come to Berlin toscout
and investigate German conditionsal-
most invariably have gained a pessi-

viewpoint.
mll'?ltl.lfure ‘;Eas abetted the general
gloom by providing nearly two weeks
of continuous dark gray weather.

NO PLACE TO DO BUSINESS

Soon Lose Pep and Begin to Worry How They
Are Going to Get Home—Berlin Becoming |Engineer Blamed as Vessel
Gloom City of World.

Berlin's food, too, has waxed worse
again, and the Star correspondent has
met quite a few Americans recently
who have complained of stomach and
intestinal troubles. i
“Berlin is as cheerful as a funeral.”
said one American visitor recently, and

| transient Americans invariably display

enthusiastic joy at the prospect of a
speedy departure, i
While Americans who have nothing
to worry about except to get a pas-
sage back home are affected by the
heaviness of Berlin's atmosphere, the
gloom of most native Berliners is so
thick. you could cut it. Berlin is a
joyless burg. Even the alleged places

NO JAM: DISCORD:
SHP NEARLY LOST

. Is Wabbling—Passengers
. Keep Warm With Rum.

NEW YOREK, December 27 (by the
Associated Press).—The passenger
liner Princess May of the Di Giorgio
fruit line almost foundered at sea
when “the bilge water pumps were
stopped while the chief engineer
worried about jam for his bread, ac-
cording to Mischel R. Meyers, general
traffic manager of the line, who ar-
rived here aboard the vessel today.
The ship wasa towed into port after a
belated voyage from Kingston, Jamaica.

?‘.#f ":'_“t‘if:-"i?“ﬁfwm °’%1Wm ~be liner Tesched port the
5 us

life are sad and sorry shows.

Berliners with any money to spend |

still - left in their jeans are acnl.e')&

; ed by thé passage  of i
numerable new tax bills, including'
heavy capital conflscation, which
threaten to reduce millionaires to the
honest proletariat. Still soaring, the
high cost of living also causes de-
pression, and even well-to-do Ger-
mane are worrying over the hopeless
problem of making both ends meet.
Most Berliners realize at last that
hard times have come to stay, and
their view of the near future is pitch
black.

KOLCHAK RETIRES:
SEMENOFF LEADER

Change in Command of All-Russian
Governmental Forces Is Due to
0ld Chief’s Illness.

' VLADIVOSTOK, Wednesday, De-
cember 24 (by the Associated Press).
— Admiral Kolchak, commanding the
all-Russian governmental forces op-
posing the bolsheviki in Siberia, has
retired from active command because
of {11 health and has appointed Gen.
Semenoff to succeed as commander-in-
chief, according to a message received
here today by Gen. Semenoff’s rep-
resentative.

The message, quoting Admiral Kol-
chak's order, said: |

“In order to unite«ll armed forces
fighting to make secure our political
organization, I name Gen. Semenoff
commander-in-chief, with headquar-

tera in the Irkutsk and Transbalkal
Russian military districts. All mili-
tary commanders will be subordinate
to him.” :
Socialisis Form Governmment.

PARIS, December 27 (by the Asso-
ciated Press).—Revolutionary socialists
have formed a committee government in
Irkutsk, Siberia, where the all-Russian
government of Admiral Kolchak estab-
lished its headquarters after being
driven from Omsk, according to news
received In French official circles today.
The revolutionists took possession of the
Irkutsk station on the Transsiberian
railway, the reports state.

Premier Pepeliaeff of the Kolchnk
government is absent from Irkutsk, be-
ing on his way west to meet Admiral
Kolchak for a conference regarding the
formation of a new ministry. M. Tre-
tickoff, the minister of foreign affairs,
also left Irkutsk recently to meet Gen.
Semenoff, the Cossack leader, in the
Baikal region.

Organized an Insurrection.

Taking advantage of the absence of
the principal members of the govern-
ment, the socialists, according to the
advices, organized an insurrection.

It is considered doubtful here whether
Admiral Kolchak will find anything of
his government when he finally gets to
Irkutsk. His present whereabouts is
not definitely known. (Dispatches from
Irkutsk early this month announced that
Admiral Kolchak and his staff had es-
tablished their headquarters at Taiga.
This town, together with Tams, just to
the north, has since been captured by
the bolsheviki.) -

He is reported as having encountered
great difficulties with detachments of
Czechoslovak troops which are en route
to Vladivostok by the Transsiberian
railway. These troops have been guard-
ing sections of the line and have mnot
succeeded in getting along well with
Admiral Kolchak.

Near Balkal District.

Bands of bolsheviki now are not far
from the Baikal district, which is rais-

here how Japan will look upon the pros-
pect of the presence of Lenin's forces
in immediate proximity to the Japanese
sphere of influence. It is supposed hare
that conservations are already in prog-
ress between Tokio and Washington re-
garding the Siberian guestion as affect-
ed by the advance of the bolsheviki and
the weakening of the Kolchak govern-

ment.

ing the question in diplomatic circles

HALL'S SECOND TRIAL
T0 BEGIN TOMORROW

Virginia Prohibition Inspector Will
Face Manassas Jury on Murder

Charge in Bootleg Case.

MANNASSAS, Va., December 27.—The
second trial of Willlam C. Hall, state
prohibition inspector, charged with the
murder of Raymond Shackelford and
Lawrence Hudson, alleged bootleggers,
on the valley turnpike near Fishers
hill in Shenandoah county last March,
will begin here Monday in Prince
William  elrcuit court with Judge
Samuel G. Brent presiding. Shackle-
ford and Hudson are alleged to have
been transporting an automobile load
of liquor from Baltimore to Peters-
burg when intercepted by officers.

Under $10,000 Bond.

Hall, Deputies Harry ¥. Sweet, ar.,
J. H. Sullivan and W. B. Dunleavy
were indicted for the killing. Hall,
whose case thus far has been the only
one to go to trial, was released on
$10,000 bail when the jury on his first

trial here lJast September failed to
reach a verdict.
Hall's case was removed from

Shenandoah county on the plea of
the defense that he would not be ac-
corded a fair and impartial trial in
that jurisdiction because of the feel-
ing against him. Intense hostility
was manifested in the Shenandoah
valley against the officers after the
killingg of Shackleford and Hudson,
and when the deputies and Rev. Sid-
ney J. Peters, state prohibition com-
missioner, sought refuge in a hotel
in Winchester the building was sur-
rounded and stoned by an angry mob.

At the pelriminary hearing at
Woodstock state troops were on
guard as a precaution, but no threat
of vioclence was in evidence.

Thirty-Six Men Called.

A venire of thirty-six has been sum-
moned to appear Monday, and offi-
oials believe the jury will be selected
from. this number. More than one
hundred witnesses have been sub-
poenaed and it is expected the trial
will consume the greater part if not
the entire week.

D’ANNUNZIO SAYS HE WILL
“RESIST EXPULSION”

FIUME, December 27 (by the As-

sociated Press).—(Gabriele d'Annunzio
made the announcement today that
he would resist any efforts to expel
him fron? Fiume. He said he had
reached the decision that the guar-
antees offered by the government
were insufficlent to warrant his leav-
ing. - !
That his troops be let off without
punishment for joining his crusade
is one of the demands made by
d'Annungio in  return for his de-
parture, as Is also the rehabilitation
of Fiumian and Dalmatian money.

The right to reside in Filume or any
part of Dalmatia without restriction
or passport, authority to decide the
time and manner of departure of his
forces from Fiume and official recog-
nition of the medal he conferred on

his legionaires are among the other
demands made by the insurgent
leader. :

s were ouf and the ten passengers

were, suffering from cold. Their only

#55 oF Hept wis from several small
oll ‘stovés. With the ald of these
and by exercising and drinking up
the ship's rum supply they had man-
aged to keep warm since last Tues-
day, he sald.

First Note of Trouble.

The trouble began about 180 miles
southeast of the Ambrose channel
lightship, according to Meyers. He
said everybody was in “high spirits,”
hoping to get home by Christmas,
when the chief engineer “let out the
first note of discord.”

““He wanted jam—common, ordinary,
old jam—to spread on hia bread,” said
Meyers. *““There was plenty of marma-
lade, but he wasan't satisfled and so the
firet note grew into a tune.”

Things happened ‘‘thick and fast,” the
traffic manager explained. “First, the
ship began to list because bilge water
had accumulated, and “the bilge pumps
were stopped while the chief engineer
worried about jam.” Then something
went wrong with the oil feed to the
fires, he declared, and *the first thing
anybody knew, the ship was out of con-
trol.”

The wireless “S. O. 8.” call was sent
out,* Mr. Meyers said, and was answered
by a Clyde liner.  About the same time
the wireless went out of commission and
the lights were extinguished. i

“We had no steam or heat,” he added.
“The deck force rigged up a hand
pump and that's the only reason we
didn't just naturally founder where we
were."”

Towed Into Port.

Through an auxiliary wireless set, Mr.
Meyers said, the Princess May com-
municated with the steamship Jefferson,
and a coast guard cutter towed the ves-
sel to Delawiare breakwater. Later the
liner was towed to New York by the
tug Warrior.

The Princess, May is considered ‘‘the
luckiest ship afloat”” by her officers,
Meyers asserted. He said the ship
would be manned by a new engine room
crew and return to Kingston.

SUFFRAGISTS ISSUE CALL
FOR “LAST” CONVENTION

Meeting to Be Held ¢‘‘to Rejoice
That Struggle Is Over and
the Aim Achieved.”

NEW YORK, December 27.—A eall
to the fifty-firet and “very last annual
convention of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association” was is-
sued today by officers of the organ-
ization, headed by Mrs. Carrie Chap-
man Catt. The sessions will be held
in Chicago February 12 to 18.

“In other days our members and
friends have been summoned to an-
nual conventions to disseminate
propaganda for their common cause,
to cheer and encourage each other, to
strengthen their organized influence,
to counsel as to ways and means of
insuring further progress,” said the
call.

“This time they are called to re-
joice that the struggle is over, the
aim achieved, and the women of the
nation about to enter into the en-
joyment of their hard-earned political
liberty. Come and unitedly make this
last suffrage convention a glad
memory to you, a heritage for your
children and your children's children
and a benefaction to, our nation.”

CREPE. IN CHURCHES
" FOR UKRAINE VICTIMS

NEW YOREK, December 27.—The
Very Rev. Peter Pontatishin, director
of the Ukrainian Greek Cgtholic
Church in America, has ordered every
church under his jurisdiction to hang
crepe inside and outside its edifice
tomorrow a8 a symbol of mourning
for the *“victims of Polish atrocities
in Ukrainian east Galicia,” the
Ukrainian national committee an-
nounced tonight.

Sermons will be preached protest-
ing against the action of the supreme
council in awarding Ukrainian east
Galicia to Poland under a twenty-
five-year mandate.

and fifty-two members of the crew |

R R ENPLOVESE
THOHOPES AGANS
ANTHSTRIE CLAUSE

Count on House Conferees to
Defeat It; If Not, Presi-
dent to Veto.

WORKERS’ LEADERS HERE
TO DRAFT PRINCIPLES

Believed Other Trades Will Back
Machinists, Who Voted to Quit
if Provision Enacted.

Railroad employes, on the eve of
labor and legislative conferences, are
banking on two things—first, that
the House conferees will stand stub-
bornly against acceptance of the
anti-strike clause
railroad bill substituted for the Esch
bill, and that the House will by a big
majority support such action; sec-
ond, that if both houses of Congress
approve an anti-strike clause Presi-
dent Wilson will veto the measure.

Admit Double Hope.

This double hope of the railroad
workers was admitted by their lead-

the call of Samuel Gompers to draw
| up a declaration of principlex tomor-
i row, just as the Fouse and Senate
{conferees are meeting to thrash out
|differences between the KEsch and
Cummins bills, with th¢ main points
of difference affecting the labor or-
zanizations.

Those members of Congress who are
in town believe that there is stronger
foundation for the expectation that
the House will fight strongly against
the drastic labor provisions of the
Cummins bill than there is that Pres-
ident Wilson will veto the measure
sent to him by the Congress.

Labor leaders declared that “noth-
ing drastic was to be expected,” but
the general view among organized
workers wae that the affiliated trades
would stand by the railway machin-
ists" union, which voted to guit work
if Congress enacted the anti-strike
provision.

Discuss Presidential Veto.

The possibility of a presidential
veto has been given serious consid-
eration by members of Congress, who
realize the necessity of enacting
proper legislation before the roads
are handed back to their owners on
March 1. Labor leaders in discussing
this eventuality also called attention
to this statement by the Presldent
in his message to Congress four
weeks ago:

“The right of individuals to strike
.is inviolate a“hdﬁ ought not toﬂh»e_ in-

rfered with. . . cess of: -
= men bulé there s?mmmt

_of the government to protect

jts -people and to assert its

power and majesty against the chal-
‘lenge of any class.” -

This  one :
‘interpreted b
as_a virtual annoufite
President that he would not sign a
bill denying the right to strike, and
by Senator Cummins and others as
notice by the President that even if
the right to strike was inviolate, the
rights of the public stood over and
above it.

See Its Elimination.

Regardless of what action might be
taken by the brotherhood, the belief
prevailed in congressional circles that
when Senate and House conferees got
through with the Cummins and Esch
bills no vestige of the anti-strike
section would remain. The conference
will begin work tomorrow, after Sen-
ator Cummins and Senator Kellogg,
republican, Minnesota, return here
from North Carolina.

All of the Senate conferees voted
for the labor clause and are expected
to make a hard fight in conference
for its retention. On the straight Sen-
ate test an amendment to eliminate
the section 'was defeated, 39 to 24.
Some idea of the attitude of the

by members, who said that the anti-
strike clause could not command fifty
votes in that body.

Labor Leaders to Confer.

The heads of the four big brother-
hoods and the ten affiliated trades will
be in conference with President Gom-
pers tomorrow to draw up their dec-
laration of principles on pending rail-
road legislation. Committees repre-
senting the six shop trades have an
appointment tomorrow with Director

General Hines for discussion of wage
demands, but it was said this might
be deferred until Tuesday.

-1t was emphasized at the Federa-
tion of Labdr headquarters that the
two conferences had nothing in com-
mon, although it was admitted that
the situationn respecting wage de-
mands was somewhat changed, in
view of I'resident Wilson's definite
decision to turn back the roads in
two months. In view of the short
period of government control there
was a feeling in some quarters that
the director general might refuse to
saddle a wage Iincrease on the roads
en the eve of their return to private
operation. Most of the leaders in-
sisted, however, that the demands
would not be rejected, since Presi-
dent Wilson had promised to use his
influence to get more wages for rail-
way men if the government failed to
reduce the cost of living.

Every effort will _be made to ex-
pedite rtailroad legislation. Great
pressure is being brought to bear on
members of the ‘Senate and House
to speed up work, but there is little
hope of getting the bill out of con-
ference before the end of January.

PERSHING WILL ENTER
BUSINESS IN NEBRASKA

Will Make Home in Lincoln After
He Retires, General

States.

LINCOLN, Neb., December 27 (by
the Associated Press).—The most pre-
| tentious of the many functions in honor
of Gen. John J. Pershing's ten-day holi-
day visit, was a dinner tendered him
today, by-the Lincoin Cemmercial Club.
Five hundred diners, the capacity of
the clubreoms,--were--préesent. The
| speeches by Mayor Miller, Gov. McKel-
vie And Gen. Pershing were on remin-
iescent and neighborly themes.

Gen. Pershing today made the fol-
lowing statement concerning his future
activities: .

“I have purchased the home at 1748
B street, now occupied by my sisters,
and as soon as I return I intend to
make it my permanent home. I will
send my son Warren to the state uni-

far as I know now, I expect to enter
businesg here.”

Gen. Pershing said he wis anxious
to have his son graduate from the
Bﬁm. university frem which he earn-
ed a degree,

-
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House, however, was given last night
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SAYS CATTLE snonmcf.—‘
WILL KEEP BEEF PRICES |

[ .

HIGH FOR SEVEN YEARS

CHICAGO. December 27.—A
shortage of 1,000,000 rcattle in
the year just closing will cause
high prices for beef and beef
products for at least seven
years more, it was declared by
M. F. Horine, statistician for
the Union stock wards, in his
annual report today.

Mr. Horine said it will be im-
possible to make good the
shortage of 1919 before 19827,
~and that the Department of |
'Agricuiture’s report concerning
the number of cattle in the
United States was too optimis-
tic.

An increase of 377,000 animals
of all kinds received at the
Union stock yards for the year
1919 over 1918 was reported.
Cattle receipts, however, de-
creased 29%0,000.

Decreases in cattle slaughter
were also reported by the mar-
kets in Kansas City, Omaha, St.
Joseph, St. Louis and Sioux City.

)
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10 BE DEPRIVED

iProposed Sale of Privately
. Owned Recreation Grounds
Prompts Appeal to Congress.

Washington socon may loge four or
iive of its playgrounds which are lo-

to the District by the owners.

| grounds are to be sold or built upon
lhu brought forcefully to the atten-
tion of Mrs. Susie Root Rhodes, su-
perintengent of playgrounds, the'fact
that desirable sites for recreational
centers in the thickly populated sec-
tions are rapidly being filled up with
buildings. .

The probability of losing some of
these loaned spaces has caused Mrs.
Rhodes and others interested in the
welfare of the children to realize that
unless Congress can be i_nﬂuged to
purchase new phygrqund Bites in sev-
eral parts of the city a few years
from now there may be no desirable
pieces of land available. i

With the co-operation of the civic
bodies of the city, Mrs. Rhodes hopes
to convince Congress of the need for
acquiring additional ground on which
the boys and girls of the National
Capital coyld play in safety.

~ Sites Enumerated.

R-a ﬂ'm to give

up are: The Gallinger, ¥ strest between
21st and 22d streets gorthwest:; Park
View, Warder street and Otis place
rorthweést Dgan i streets

3 G
northwest, & ’gr“i. 27th near

wesL
. iygrounds department also
has learned. that part of the tract on
Park road near 14th street, known as
the Columbia Heights playground, is
to be built upon. While the building
will not take up all of the grounds.
Mrs. Rhodes pointed out that there
are practically no other suitable vacant
lots in that section. 8he fears that
if Congress does mot buy the remain-
ing unused part of the Park road lot
before that also is built up there will
be no recreation place in Columbia
Heights.
Play Spaces Limited.

Discussion of the situation with
Mrs. Rhodes yesterday brought out
the fact, not generally known, that,
while Washington has 60,000 children
in the public schools, as well as hun-
dreds more in private schools, the city
has only twenty-two playgrounds.

And of that number. ten are on pri-
vate property, which the District is
permitted to use until the owners de-
cide to sell or build.

Of the remaining twelve only seven
are owned or controlled by the Dis-
trict, the five others being loaned by
other government agencies

“Washington has gone ahead and
developed as a big city,” said Mrs,
Rhodes, “wifhout making adequate
provision for recreation for the chil-
dren.” i

Mrs. Rhodes cited that during the
last fiscal ,year 1,800,000 visits were
made by children to the twenty-two
playgrounds now in operation.

The daily average attendance on the
playgrounds since July has been 15,-
000. A comparison of this attendance
with the juvenile population of the city
better illustrates, in the opinion of play-
ground workers, the need for more and
larger recreational grounds.

Grounds Offered for Sale.

.The Gallinger playground on
street between 21st and 22d streets,

F
is

ed as a playground at any time. It
has a daily average attendance of 150
children. - Mrs. Rhodes is not advocat-
ing purchase of this site, but believes
Congress should buy a piece of ground
in that wicinity.

The Park View ground, near the
school of the same name, also is in
danger of being lost. Mrs. Rhodes said
the owner is willing to hold it for a
limited time to give Congress an oppor-
tunity to consider its purchase for the
Distriect. This playground has a daily
average attendance of 1.400. Every
child in the Park View School able to
write has signed a petition asking that
the playground be kept, if possible.
There is $1,800 worth of equipment on
this ground.

The Logan, opposite the Logan
School, at 3d and G streets northeast,
is for colored children. It has a daily
average attendance of 1,000. 1t also
is for sale. As there is no ground
around the school, Mrs. Rhodes re-
gards this .also as a necessary pur-
chase. There is §1,000 worth of equip-
ment on this ground.

The Rose Park. also a colored cen-
ter, in_Georgetown, is for sale.

Patterson Tract Desired.
Purchase of the Patterson tract on
Florida avenue northeast, now Camp
Meigs, is regarded by Mra Rhodes as
of equal importance with the above
mentioned projects.
Although the Rosedale, at 1Tth and

'Kramer streets northeast, is a well

| established playground, it is too far
‘out to-be. used by the hundreds of
| children living in the denmsely pepu-
| lated mortheast section. At present
these children have only two small
play spaces, made available by the
courtesy of private owners. One is
the Terminal grounds at 2d and G
streets northeast, and the other, the
Mades, between Bth and 9th, L and
Florida avenue. Neither is large
enough to be equipped as an up-to-
date recreation fleld.

The Paterson tract has in its center

built for the soldiers during the war.
| If purchased for the District by Con-
| gress, Mrs. Rhodes said, it not only
| would provide ample space for the
boys and girls of the northeast, but

ley high schools the athletic field they
so badly meed. The boys of both

DISTRICT LIKELY
O PLAY SPACES

cated on private property and loaned

News that several of these loaned |

for sale, and may have to be abandon- |

a costly swimming pool, which was|

DEMOGRATI POT
SATED T0 BOL
N AGKSON DAY

iSeven Cities Seek Honor of
Entertaining National
Convention.

WOULD-BE CANDIDATES
. WATCHING MR. WILSON

»

“Vindicated" Bryan Floats on Gos-
' sip—Friends of McAdoo and
Palmer Hopefui.

BY N. 0. MESSENGER.

Democratic national polities will
seethe and sizzle when the democratie
rational committee meets in this city
January § to select time and place for
holding the national convention eof
the party and when the faithful as-
semble around the banquet board
spread in honor of Jackson day. Most
of the seething and sizzling, however,
will be in the confabulations, out ef
meeting. Presidential candidacles
! will be the boiling topic of the hour. .
| Seven cities are contesting. with
| more or less ardor, for the honor of

|entertaining the national convention

—Chicago. San Francisco, St. Louis,
| .: oy & .

{ Kansas City, Cincinnati. Cleveland and
ilndianspalis. Indications at pres-

{ent point to a choice between Chicago
Jand San Francisco, with Chicago, for
utilitarian reasons quite obvious, In
the lead. The tentative date most fa-
vored is June 22,

All Watching Mr. Wilson.

Talk as to candidates for the presi-
dential nomination invariably begins
with the prefatory remark: “If Presi-
dent Wilson does not desire renomi-
nation”—and then goes to the point.
Lacking definite information or of-
ficial statement from White House
circles as to his intention, it is yet &
fact that the prevailing opinioh
among democrats of note is that the
President will not be a candidate.
_With some democrats of note the wish
i8 unquestionably father to the
thought. If he should come out for
the nomination there would be &n
aching heart in some democratic
bosoms now pulsing high with hope.
They would have to quit at once.

Latest Official Intimation.

The latest official intimation from
White House circles of the President’s
intention was following the dinner he
gave the democratic national commit-
teemen two years ago and in the
course of the conversation made some
remarks about devoti himself to
writing in the future. t was com-
strued by some present as renuncia-
tion of a third term and the gossip
was so persistent that it became
necessary to have & semi-official an-
nouncement that no such constrye-
tion should be placed upon his talk,
leaving the subject In the air, where
it still floats us a great shadow to & °
number of the faithful.

One President, it is remembered,
made a flat renunciation of third term
ambitions, on the night of his re-
election. President Roosevelt did
live to nullify it by running for a
third term, conditions seeming to war-
rant him.

Rumor is persistent among demo-
crats that William J. Bryan will shy
his hat into the ring again—at an
opportune moment—and once more
ask the nomination at the hands of
the party he has served so assiduously
for twenty-three long and lean years.
A democraltic politician in the national
organization expressed today the be-
lief that Mr. Bryan, if he decides to
seek the nomination, will not go
hunting for delegates but will attempt
to repeat the coup of 1896 and stam-
pede the convention; or, in case of a
deadlock, such as existed at Baltimore,
atep forward as the compromise candi-
date.

Bryan Vindication Claimed.

The political gossip which brings
out Mr. Bryvan's name at this time
floats the suggestion that Mr. Bryan
is now *“vindicatea™ in many of his
policies advocated for years. It is
pointed out that 16 to 1 has been dem-
onstrated by economic conditions,
which might be claimed to be sup-
port of his financial theories, not-
withstanding the fact that the gold
standard is the law of the land. It
'is further contended that most of Mr.
|Br)-nn's theories have been adopted,
as the yvears passed, in the regular
iplatfnrms of the two parties. Im-
perialism was rejected by the coun-
!t!'}‘. it is true, and governmental rafl-
road ownership has not been formal-
|1 indorsed. though in substance
|pt‘n('tivr-d for a while. He recently
| published his platform in the Com-
| moner—nothing new or startling.

Mr. Bryvan's attitude on the league
|or nations will turn out, it is ber
| lieved, to be advooacy of compromige
' reservations to permit of the ratifi-
lecation of the treaty. It has been
| claimed that Mr. Bryan, in 1£99, in-
duced his party in the Senate to fur-

A

nish the votes necessary to ratify
| the treaty with Spain, and then gp
to the country on the acquigition of

the Philippines and “imperialism,”

| Nebraska for Hitcheock.

One reason why it is thought Mr,
Bryan will mot go gunning for dele-
|gates is the fact that he would find
la closed season in his own state of
| Nebraska at the outset. Senator
| Hitcheocek, it is sald, undoubtedly con-
| trols Nebraska and the sate will
| give him the delegation when he asks
[for it. Democrals generally beliewe
| that Mr. Hitcheock will be a candi~
| date for the nomination. It is ex-
| plained that he is embarrassed at
| present becatise the state law requires
'that he should file his declaration
within a month from now and to do
| 8o might hamper him in conduct of
| the treaty in the Senate,
| So convinced are democrats that Sen-
| ator Hitcheock will be found in the run-
ning that the boomers of Senator Owen
|and Senator Pomerene, upon consulti-
| tion with Nebraska democrats, have
refrained from going after delegates in
that state, leaving the field open to Mr.
| Hitchcock when he may see fit 10 reap
| the harvest he has sown.

McAdoo and Palmer.

| In New York city the other day a man
|who had but a few davs previo
|talked with Mr. Baruch told the writer
/that Bernard M. Baruch is convinced
that Mr. McAdoo's prospects for the
nomination are splendid and that hi
friends are determined to push his for-
tunes to the utmost. The McAdoo can-

|didacy, if he is nominated, it was éx-

| plained, would be expected to appeal
strongly to the labor vote, especially
the railroads and the miners, and pos-
sibly might gather support from some
|of the independent liberal elements.
Attorney General Palmer is still
| alagsed by politicians as the favorite
of the administration and the nation-
| al organization. There is thought Lo
| be no question that he is the choice

10! some of the most influential men
also would give Business and McKin- |

in the national committes, whatever
their friendship may be worth as &
practical political assel. He is de~
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