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Merger Through Tax Changes.
In tlioir Mil sent yesterday to Con

gross the Commissioners liave laid the
Inundation tor a solution of the street

railway problem which may resolve
the serious difficulties of the present
and yield a financially sound and effi
eient transportation service for the
people ot the I>istrict. Proceeding on

the principle that a merger of the two
lines is desirable, they seek by a

change in the taxation system to make
merger desirable to both roads, where¬
as today there is no particular incen¬
tive to the financially stronger com¬

pany to combine with the weaker. As
a means to this end the Commissioners
propose that the present tax of 4 per
cent on the gross receipts of the street

railway companies shall be repealed
and replaced by a graduated tax upon
the operating income, fixed at 30 per
cent on the operating income in ex¬

cess of ti per cent earnings and at 75
'¦er cent upon all operating income in
excess of 7 per cent earnings. Under
this plan all operating income under
the ii per cent dividend rate will be
1 ree from tax. This change would!
tend to equalize the present difference!
between the two companies in respect
to dividend earning capacity.
As the case now stands, every in¬

crease of fare granted to enable the
Washington Railway and Electric
Company to earn a reasonable profit
adds disproportionately to the profits
ot the Capital Traction Company,
which must of necessity be included
in the fare schedule. If the Commis¬
sioners' plan is adopted these accre¬

tions of income to the company not

requiring them will be taken back in
the form of taxes and placed in a fund
to be used for the extension and im¬
provement of the entire street railway |
service. I

Street railway merger has been
urged for a long time as the most

satisfactory means of solving the
local problem. But merger has proved
to he difficult of achievement, owing to
the wide disparity of conditions caused
by the circumstances in which the
Washington Railway and Electric
Company was formed by combination
of several far extended lines, some of'
them profitable and others unprofita¬
ble, but all working as a single sys
tem of great potential value. Early
financial mistakes and extravagances
are now proving troublesome. The!
war has caused 'such a large increase
in operating and maintenance expenses
that the company has been menaced
with bankruptcy. Even the grant of
two successive additions to the long
maintained fare rate has not yielded
a sufficient net revenue to enable the
company to pay a 6 per cent dividend
upon the valuation placed upon the
company's properties by the Commis¬
sioners, and now the corporation is
asking for another advance as a means'
ot preventing receivership.

This present plan is a constructive
move toward relief from the troubles
of today and toward an equitable
and effective system of street railway
ownership and operation and should
have prompt consideration by Con¬
gress.

brigandage continues to be one of
the few occupations not regarded in
Mexico as extra hazardous.

The roll call will be a particularly
interesting feature of the first league
of nations meeting.

\\ bether running for Congress or

Hot. Victor Berger keeps moving.

Party Splits and Results.
Says Representative Denison, re¬

publican. of Illinois:
"Tin- democrats arc going to split

wide open. They will have an insur
rection on their hands just as we did
in 1912."

Will t'i" democrats split? With the
republican experience here cited so

fresh in mind, will the democrats take
a like course.' Are they not as wise
as the birds? "In vain is the net

spread in the sight of any bird."'
!>>t us consider the two cases a lit¬

tle. Mr. Taft had reached the White
Jloiis. I irgely through Mr. Roosevelt's
favor, iiis claims to consideration in

had been conspicuous. He had
served well on the federal bench, as

uovernor General in the Philippines,
and was then serving well as Secre¬
tary of War. But without President
Roosevelt's aggressive partiality he
could not have won the leadership of
liis party that year. It was the Roose¬
velt influence that had secured the
nomination, and, subsequently, the
election.
And vet. for reasons not then fully

given, and not even now fully known,
the two men parted company in the
middle of the Taft term, anil in It) 1J
Mr. Roosevelt headed a movement for
Mr. T.-ifl's overthrow. It succeeded,
and so thoroughly that Mr. Roosevelt
was himself overthrown. He went
down in the wreck, and never com¬

pletely emerged. lie died just as

things seemed to be coming his way
again.
Mr. Wilson is in the White House

I largely through Mr. Bryan's favor.
His claims to consideration at Balti¬
more in 1912 were conspicuiu.". He
wan then serving as Governor of X?v
Jersey, had an organization that cx-

tended far beyond the confines of that
state, and, as all knew, had the White

j House in mind. Still, without Mr.
Bryan's aid, rendered at a so-called
psychological moment, he could not

have been nominated. It was Mr.
Bryan who delivered the finishing
blow to the Clark candidacy.at the
moment in majority control of the
convention.and made Mr. Wilson the
nominee. And in the campaign that
followed Mr. Bryan was the star

stumper on the democratic side.
And yet, for reasons not then fully

given, and not. even now fully known.
the two men parted 'company in the

! middle of Mr. Wilson's first term,
though continuing to hold friendly

' personal relations, and here is Mr.
Bryan taking such sharp issue with
Mr. Wilson as practically to challenge
the latter's further leadership of their
party.

It is in Mr. Bryan's power to pull
Mr. Wilson down, as it was in Mr.

j Roosevelt's power to pull Mr. Taft
j down. But if he exercises it will he

| not meet with the Roosevelt fate.go
down with the object of his attack?
How could he possibly escape? It is a

very pretty fight as it stands.

Progress Toward Teachers' Relief.
Practical co-operation between the

board of education and the citizens'
school betterment committee appears
to be in effective development. A defi¬
nite step toward accomplishing the
most urgent of the four points re¬

maining of the original program has
been taken. Subcommittees of the
board and of the citizens' committee
are at work, after a consultation with
the Commissioners, on the preparation
of a special bill which, after agree-
ment upon details and principles, will
be laid before the Commissioners, and
it is expected will be submitted by
them to Congress, with recommenda¬
tion for early action.
With this bill before the committee

of Congress it will be assured to the
District's legislators that all Wash¬
ington is united in the request on ade¬
quate compensation for the teachers
and that this proposed change of pay
has nothing to do with plans of school
reorganization. The unanimous as¬

surance will also be given that in
the judgment of the residents of the
capital it is urgently necessary to act

promptly in order to prevent a dis¬
astrous depletion of the school per¬
sonnel. No question can be raised as

to the teachers' needs. brief was

filed with the board of education the
other day by the men high school
teachers, who pointed out that they
are not getting enough money to en¬

able them to live; that they are in
debt for the necessities of life; run¬

ning behind steadily. No one can ac¬

cuse them of extravagance or reck¬
lessness of expenditure. Yet they are

the highest paid members of the teach¬
ing force.

It cannot be doubted that Congress
will be quick to realize the urgency
of this appeal and the justice of the
demand for a more adequate compen¬
sation for those who are training more
than 60,000 children in this District.
With full agreement upon scale, with
earnest determination on the part of
the whole citizenship of the District
to obtain a fair hearing for the teach¬
ers' claims, with perfect unanimity'
among all engaged in this present
campaign, the case will be presented
to Congress in the best possible form
without involving the possibility of di¬
verting and trouble-causing proposals
for fundamental changes concerning
which there is now a wide difference
of opinion.

Mexico City gave the men of tl^e
Japanese cruiser an ovation. It is

hoped that Carranza did not mar the
courteous enthusiasm of the occasion
by attempting to discuss politics.

A democrat is at the present mo-

ment permitted to make a choice of
! divergent opinions without forfeiting
his standing as a party man.

The public is still compelled to de¬
pend on the mind-readers for glimpses
of President Wilson's possible atti-
tude toward a third term.

If Lenin's men work far enough
I east, they may encounter some ori¬
ental functionaries with ideas of their
own about terrorism.

There are occasions on which Col.
Bryan entirely loses his regard for
the referendum.

Candidates and Platforms.
j The other day Senator Harding, in-
I terrogated by a constituent, gave his
views very frankly on the railroad

j question. There is no question of
more importance now under considera-
t.ion. The senator is a candidate for

! his party's presidential nomination,
and if his interrogator thought that
on that account the senator might try
evasion or pussyfooting he was mis¬
taken. The senator's reply in point

; of directness was admirable.
A day or so later Senator Borah,

a bitter ender, publicly interrogated
Gov. Lowden, another candidate for
the republican presidential nomina¬
tion, on the question of the peace
treaty, another very important ques¬
tion. The Illinois executive has re¬

plied promptly and clearly, making
his attitude very plain toward the
question as it is now presented in the
Senate.

It is to be hoped that the course of
these two men will be followed by
other presidential aspirants if their
views arc sought on any of the ques¬
tions now in evidence. It is a time
for plain speaking on the part of

those socking the highest official re¬

sponsibility. The voters are naturally
and properly curious about all ques¬
tions that hear upon the public wel¬
fare in this period of uncertainty and
deep anxiety.

Later, will come the national plat¬
forms: and let us hope that the men

who fashion them and secure their
adoption may deal altogether frankly
with the voters, making no promises
not intended to be kept, and express-
ing none in vague or tricky terms.
A dark horse this year would not

meet the requirements. Neither party
should make such a nomination. The
country will need for President fo>
the four years beginning March 4,
1921, a man of experience in large af¬
fairs, and whose performances in other
places will be a guaranty as to his per¬
formances in the White House. He
will be tested to the limit, physically
and intellectually, lie should not be
a man who, however excellent and at¬
tractive on personal grounds, would,
as a high official, have to learn his
trade. The country's business now

calls for n surer touch than that of
the 'prentice hand.
And as for the platform, the one

indorsed at the polls should be work¬
able in every provision. The old cvni-
cism. that "r. platform is something to

get in on."' would be ghastly if appli¬
cable 1liis time. The party that gets
in must, have something to stand on

while its commission runs; and the
sounder the footing, the surer the
stand, and the better the work done
on firm support.
Between now and convention time

all presidential aspirants and issues
should be canvassed thoroughly.

Even when the election in Novem¬
ber has settled the contest the excite¬
ment will not be over. There will be
the inauguration committees to an¬

nounce.

A slight element of discord did not

prevent the democratic party from

coming awav from the .lackson dinner
with a splendid set of testimonials.

The toastmaster still survives as a

relic of obsolete forms of conviviality.

Harmony is always a problematical
matter until the question of who is
to be bandmaster has been definitely
settled.

Predictions that the railroads are

about to organize themselves into the
greatest monopoly in history are cal¬
culated to start some feverish guess
ing in Wall street.

The fact that Jackson was a man of

simple appetite has not prevented an

enormous quantity of food from be¬
ing consumed in his honor.

Recent public discussions sounded
almost like the beginning of a Wilson-
Bryan discussion.

Congress may be depended on for
an abundance of suggestions as to
work the Department of Justice might
take up when it gets through rounding
up the reds.

Occasionally there in a large dinner
party that does not depend in the
slightest for conversation on the high
cost of living or the servant problem.

A soviet demonstration is apparent¬
ly conducted with the understanding
that the man with the loudest voice
wins.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

A Purpose Unattained.
"I can remember most every word

of your speech," said the admiring
friend.

"I was afraid something like that
might happen," replied Senator Sor¬
ghum. "It is most undesirable to have
people quoting you unexpectedly. 1
tried to make that speech sufficiently
long and uninteresting to prevent any¬
body from remembering any part
of it."

'¦ Jud Tunkins thinks the restrictions
on denatured alcohol give the boot¬
leggers a little the best of the auto¬
mobile gome in cold weather.

Dividing Line.
It's hard, as men their efforts bend
To join the crowd that wins,

To tell where statesmanship must end
And politics begins.

Needless Labor.
"John," said the nervous woman, "I

think there is a burglar in the house."
"Nonsense! Why should a preda¬

tory person take the trouble to break
into a dwelling when he can walk
around a few blocks and gather up
gallons of priceless milk?"

The Proviso.
"Don't you believe it is right for a

man to say exactly what he thinks."
"Yes." replied Miss Cayenne; "pro¬

vided he really thinks."

Somniloquence.
"The railway trains will not demand
More than a modest fare.

The street cars, too, throughout the
land

Will never, never dare
A more expensive pace to hit.
They will reverse their ways,

And make a nickel do its bit
As in the good old days.

The value of two bits will grow
Till it's enough to buy

A lunch like that of long ago
Including even pic "

The clock sent up its brisk alarms
As day began to gleam,

And Mr. Public stretched his arms
And wakened from his dream.

Lamp Shade Making
Taught Free

We are continuing daily our
classes in Lamp Shade Making,
beginning each morning at 10
o'clock. The instructions are
complete and entirely free, if
materials are bought of us. New
Braids, Gal'oons, Fringes, Tas¬
sels and other decorations.

Upholstery Section, Fifth floor.

oiihttmrt) &TGothtap
Open 9:1S A.M. New York.WASHINGTON.Paris Clow 6 P.M.

Charming Coiffures
Are demanded at this season of
brilliant and notable events.
Washington women will feel
happy and contented in any^
gathering after a proper dress-*
ing of tlie hair in the Wood¬
ward & Lothrop Personal Serv¬
ice Section.

Skilled operators for Permanent '
and Marcel Waving and for all ]personal service
Personal Service Section, Socond floor.

New Arrivals of American Lingerie, Negliges and Silk Petticoats
Will Lend New Interest to the January Display and Sale

Guaranteeing high qualities, newest styles, largest varieties and lowest
prices, clue to our far-sighted preparations, this new arrival of intimate garments
for women should create an interest second only to our first day s announcement.

There are fashions that have not heen displayed before, and the prices are

low for garments so well made and of such excellent materials.

Silk and Georgette Lingerie
Entirely New in Design

Gowns, of flesh and white crepe de chine and wash satin, with round, square and v-necks, either short
sleeves or sleeveless. Very elaborate fashions are shown in Valenciennes lace trimmings and lace com¬

bined with georgette crepe, and for those who prefer the simpler effects they may select either lace
trimmed, hemstitched or perfectly plain tailored. In loose and empire models.

$5.95 to $24.00

Novelty Georgette Envelope Chemise, cami¬
sole styles, daintily finished with fine tucking
and shirring and combined with exquisite
Valenciennes lace. One very attractive style
of flesh colored georgette has camisole top
with shirring of blue, slashed at bottom and
embellished in dainty laces, edges and inser¬
tions.

$10.50 to $25.00
Envelope Chemise, in camisole and corset

cover styles, of flesh and white crepe de chine
and washable satin are tailored or trimmed
with dainty lace and georgette, in new and
entirely original effects that are typically
feminine and summery in their beauty.

$4.50 to $10.50
Lingerie Section, Third floor.

French and Philippine Lingerie
That Is Always Interesting to Every Woman

Gowns, of very fine nainsook, in all the prevailing low neck
designs ; either short sleeves or sleeveless ; finished with dainty
scalloped edge or showing the finest hand embroidery work in
numerous spray and floral effects; many new and attractive
patterns. $3.95 to $21.00

Chemise, of fine nainsook, corset cover or camisole top, with
fine hand embroidery designs.

$3.75 to $9.00
Open Drawers, with plain hand scalloped or beautiful spray

and floral embroidery.
$2.00 to $8.00

Straight Chemise, corset cover style, plain scalloped or

daintilv hand embroidered.
$2.75 to $6.50

Novelty Georgette Combinations, consist¬
ing of bloomers, short skirt and camisole;
fashioned with the camisole top, which is ex¬
tremely modish and made in empire effect,
daintily trimmed with fine Valenciennes lace
and colored handwork. $14.00.
Other Bloomer Combinations, of plain and

brocaded wash satin, at $6.00 and $6.75.
Crepe de Chine and Wash Satin Camisoles,

plain tailored and fanciful effects ; camisole or
corset cover models.

85c to $6.50
Wash Satin and Crepe de Chine Bloomers,

flesh and white, without trimming, simply
trimmed and rather elaborate stvles.

$4.00 to $6.50
Lingerie Section, Third floor.

Evening Silk Petticoats
Of crepe de chine and washable satin, with deep flounces of

all-over silk lace or Valenciennes lace combined with georgette
and others of simpler trimming and plain hemstitched. White and
dainty flesh and light pink shades.

$7.50 to $20.00
Japanese Silk Petticoats, in pink and

blue, scalloped and embroidered; in self
or contrasting shades; reinforced back
and front.

$13.50 to $15.00
Heavy Wash Satin Pettibockers, in

evening shades with plaited ruffled bot¬
tom.

$9.75 Each
Petticoat Sectlbn, Third floor.

House Dresses
New spring designs and styles in House Dresses of the pleas¬

ing colorings and patterns one likes lor housewear. There are

Ginghams and plain chambray and every imaginable shade may
be had in plaids, stripes, checks and solid colors. White organdy
collars and vests with sashes or collars
of white or same material in roll and
sailor style; three-quarter and long
sleeves and the adjustable belts that per¬
mit you to wear them loose or gathered
tight as you choose.

$3.75 to $7.50
Percale House Dresses in striped.

checked and figured effects; long and
three-quarter sleeves with roll and sail¬
or collars of white or self materials; ve

neck and fasten in front. These are in
the shades of old blue, green, pink, light
blue, rose and lavender.

$3.50 to $5.00
Houw* Dresses, Third floor.

Negligees and Kimonos
The very newest and most modish shades and styles in Negliges of Satin and Crepe de Chine, showing the

long, slender lines, the Empire effects and the Coatee and Jacket models. If your tastes run toward elaboration
and beauty, expressed with profuse trimming, you may satisfy them, or if you prefer the simpler modes there
is also pleasing choice.

$10.50 to $38.00
Japanese Silk Kimonos, made regular Japanese style, with loose-flowing sleeves and wide girdle, in the shades

of pink, blue, rose, navy, lavender, violet and black. Very beautifully embroidered in floral sprays entirely cov¬

ering the garment, or in front or back designs.
$15.00 to $60.00

Signs of Spring Are Seen in New Displays
Growing Larger and More Interesting

Fashion notes and magazines have been telling you about the new fashions for several months. Now it will be your
privilege to get a glimpse of them through these advance displays which we are arranging as fast as the merchandise is

received. We invite your inspection.
In New Spring Suits

Navy Blue Is the Color and Tricotine
the Fabric

Tailored Suits, yet novelty is a notable character¬
istic. Interesting variations show.

Short Jackets with flared hips.
Novelty belted styles.
New Eton Braided Jackets.
New Braided Ripple-back Coats.
Long shawl collars extended all the way or three-

quarter the length of the jacket.
New One-piece Back Box Coats.
Some of the coats have narrow turn-back cuffs on

sleeves: either plain or fancy linings. Skirts remain nar¬

row and short.
Price» Range From $40.00 to $125.00
Women's Apparel Section, Third floor.

Ginghams and Swisses
Tissue Ginghams are a weave strikingly similar to

voile, being light in weight, but in a great variety of
stripes, checks and plaids usually seen in ginghams.
They are very popular.

David and John Anderson's Famous Scotch Ging¬
hams that are recognized as the peer of all Gingham
weaves, in absolutely fast colors and very originally
blended tones.

Imported Colored St. Gall Swisses, in navy, cadet,
black and pink, with white dots.

Dress (Joods Section, ferond floor.

New Cotton Waists
For women going south or those remaining at home,

these fashions are appropriate:
Sheer Batistes, in new light tones; also in white,

combining the colors and featuring the flat and Dutch
collars as the most outstanding style features. $3.95.

Also two new styles in white and navy Crepe de
Chine, of white and navy, featuring strictly high and
convertible collars, at $11.75.

Watlt Section. Third floor.

The First Display of Spring Creations in
Coats and Hats for

Little Children
Is Now Being Made in the Infants' Section.

If the tiny person's age is between 2 and 6, mothers
will be interested in this early display of bats and-coats
as they have been in past years, when the Infants'
Section has been the first to display the new creations.

These are not merely adaptations of fashions of the
season, but are special creations, designed for child¬
hood.

So Many Modes in Hats and Bonnets
But of first consideration are the cunning little poke

and larger bonnet shapes, indescribably lovely in their
combinations of soft straw braids and chiffons and
georgettes. Crowns are deftly gathered, pleated and
tucked, with ribbon bedecking the whole. And the most
darling little affairs of cream net over silk, imparting
a two-color effect, with net ruffles and pleatings at the
brim to give the soft lines.

Natural Leghorn Sailors, with fancy black straw
facing.

Natural Panama Sailors.
Small Milan Mushroom Hats.
Brown. Navy, White and Black Polished Straw

Sailors, plain or with wreaths of field flowers.
Tam-o'-Shanters and Fancy Crush Braids, with

feather trimmings.
But every hat and bonnet must have ribbon stream¬

ers or ribbon bands and trimmings, the streamers being
longer than usual.

For Little Boys there are smart Navy and White
Milans.

A Limited Showing of Coats
But enough to show you how pretty the tailored

models are.
Naval Coats, with big sailor collars and wide white

braiding. Three and Four-button, Double-breasted
Coats, in coverts and fancjr woolens. Empire models, in
Shepherd* checks and plaids. Smart Little Tan Polo

Coats. Infants' Section, Fourth floor.

The First Spring Frocks
Of Charmeuse Satin, Taffeta

and Georgette Crepe
Express the long-waisted effect and have short sleeves
and low necks and arc prettily trimmed with narrow
satin ribbons and velvets, and some are embroidered.

Georgette and Taffeta combinations are also well
liked. Browns and Blue are again the leading shades.

Special attention is also invited to the New Poiret
Twills and Tricolettes in Eton effects, with accordion-
plaited skirts and wool-embroidered sashes.

Women's Apparel Section, Third floor.

Pretty New Voiles
The spring voiles are surprisingly beautiful; printed

in the lovely designs we have grown to associate with
Georgette. Chiffon and Silks. The combining of numer¬
ous colors has been done with a strikingly beautiful
effect.

Silk-ribbon Striped Voiles, in taupe, navy, copen
and black, with small pin dots in contrast.

Chiffon Voiles, in lovely dark colors.
New American Printed Voiles.
Voile Avignons. r>res» 0.*>ds Rection. Second flor.

New Spring Oxfords
And Colonial Strap Pumps for Women are n 1 rra/y-r beincr
shown in much larger variety than ever before at Jite sea¬
son of the vear. The fine workmanship tnn careful atten¬
tion to modeling argues well for lietter fitting arches. In¬
steps and heels than you have previously experienced.

Dark Brown and Gun Metal Calfskin, Full Wing-tip and
Quarter Oxfords, with the smart saw edge and military
heels. $14.

Wing-tip English Walking Oxfords. In nut brown shade,
square-throat vamp and commoristi.se heel; the first timtf
shown. 91-1.

Dark brown and Nut Brown Imitation Straight-tip Ox¬
fords. with leather Cuban heels; same model also in gun
metal. $13 and 914.

Dark Brown Semi-dress Vict Kidskin Oxfords. Cuban
heels, 911.

Gun Metal Calfskin Imitation Wing-tip Oxfords, Cul&B
heel, $10.

Brown Kidskin Press Oxfords, with rich brown satin
quarter, square edge, hand-turned sole and Louis heel, 914.

Patent Coltskin Strap Colonial Pumps, with white pearl-
button trimming, plain toe and French Louis heet, 914.

Shoe Section, Third floor. ..


