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FRANCE WILL JOIN IN,

GENOA CONFERENCE

Strictly Nationalistic Policies Will Be

Forsaken—Change of Attitude Made
More Apparent.

BY OLIVER OWEN KUHN.

RANCE will participate in the
Genoa parley. The “ifs,” “ands”
and “buts’ with which Premier
Yoincare hedged tentative decla-
rations of France's participation a week
s will Be abandoned. When French
statesmen taRe their place about the
vouncil board with representatives
of all the larger European nations,
including Germany and Russia,
France will have foreseen restrictions
which Poincare stated would govern
French deliberations. This is the in-
formation that has reached Washing-

ton through official sources.
Ambassador Harvey's stay in Paris,
though he not yet having entered for-
mal conferences, is believed to have
been iBstrumental in focusing atten-
tion of *he French people on the fagt
that Fruace stands in the way of pos-
gible sumessful action at Genoa, and,
as a resuit of the situation, French
statesmen may have about decided to
move with the tides that are wor'k.mg
for European reconstruction. What-
ever Harvey's influence, it is an un-
questioned fact that the past week
has witnessed a tentative change of
heart on the part of otficials sitting
in Qual d'Orsay, for they have heen
made more and more to feel the g‘ulf
that is separating France from Eu-
ropean allies and endangering the
possibility of France ever realizing
her dreams of Molitical and financial
safety in Europe,  Separation from her
old ally across the seas, namely, -the
United States, al$m is having its weight.
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Poincare may fave proclaimed to
the chamber that France intended to
pursue an independent course in all
international deliberations Jlikely to
take contrary courses, But, as has
been the case with many other pre-
miers of France, declaration of policy
does not alwayvs mean fultilment.
Many a French premier in recent
years has gained ascendancy by the
promulgation of far-reaching polleies
attuned to FrencB thonght of the mo-
ment—at least to political expediency.
Polncare was no 3xception, but it ap-
pears that alread¥ he has been forced
to bend to the ufichangeable tides of
internal and external policy. France
is finding that it will be extremely
difficult to accomplish far-reaching
goals aspired to by the nation unless
the French foreign policy is more in
tune with that of other countries.

It is mnot surprising that France
should fall in line for open-minded
participation in the Genoa parley, not
only has she seen the possibility of
losing the much-desired offensive-de-
fensive alliance with Great Britain,
but she has seen solidification of the
tendency to form a great continental
bloc composed of England., Russia,
Germany, Italy and Belgium. The
fact that Belgium should go so far a=s
to inform the French foreign office of
its desire to revise the offensive and
defensive alliance with France, in
order that Belgium may work more
in unison with Great Britaln in an of-
fensive pact guaranteeing EBelgian
integrity, has been startling. Un-
doubtedly it has proven to the French
the error of their ways more than
any other single event, for the Fran-
co-Belgian agreement always has
been considered one of the most im-
portant in France's scheme of bulld-
ing an iron ring about Germany and
predicating foreign policy upon the
fact that such a ring was necessary
to insure the future safety of Eu-
rope. Belgium naturally, it was ex-
pected, would be the last nation to
strike at alliances with France, and
if France is to lose Belgium, who un-
doubtedly would freely enter the new
European bloc of nations, then in-
dead the whole French scheme of
dominating Europe politically and
mpilitarily is in sad way. It undoubt-
adly has caused France to take a reef
in her sails. Instead of pursuing
the idea that the whole world must
be wrong except France, the French
foreign officials, it i3 believed, now
show signs of suspecting that per-
haps thers may be a few things
wrong with the foreign policy of
France. This fully realized, the
¥rench will not be long in adjusting
their whole scheme of internatignal
go-operation in conformance to
Yrance's best interests.

* % % %

There fs another indication that
Frence under FPoincare may not pur-
sues the militaristic policy which was
launched with a change of premlers.
The Paris press, the barometer of the

foreign office and largely amenable to
official dictation, for the past several
days loudly has proclaimed the error
of French foreign policy. The cur-
tailment of prestige through the lack
of a far-seeing constructive policy
has been lamented to the point where
one acauainted with the political
“kites” the French press is inclined
to send out, suspects that the wail is
intended to prepare the mind of the
people for a right-about-face on the
part of the Poincare government. At
least the government will be more
privileged to adopt policies tractable
than those announced by Poincare
and there will be less friction and
more understanding on the part of
the people when the time comes for
France to take an active part in the
Genoa deliberations.

If official France was not preparing
to medify its bold pronunciamen-
toes little would have been heard of
French loss of prestige. Most cer-
tainly the failure to make French,
British and American policles coin-
cide, would not be lamented. On the
other hand, the policy of maintaining
& large army and navy would have
been supported to the end and the
maintenance justified in the eyes of
the people. It is believed here and
in Paris that the conference between
Ambassador Harvey and Premier
Poincare tomorrow may go far to-
ward Influencing the French in the
right direction.

The Genoa parley continues to domi-
nate the thought of Europe, for if
it succeeds Europe will be a new
Europe within the space of a year.
Hearty co-operation along economlc
and financial lines cannot but re-
dound to the best interests of all con-
| cerned.
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In both Germany and Russia there
is manifest genuine enthusiasm for
the prospects, Particularly Is this
true In Germany, where there still is
hope that the sum total of repara-
tions will be curtailed and that Ger-
man industry and finance will be
thrown-in the continental crucible and
assist in not only the recovery of
Germany but all countries to which
Germany looks for the furtherance of
prosperity and advance,

The Russians will enter the con-
ference, it is made plain, not with the
idea of driving sharp bargains or pro-
moting the interests of bolshevism,
but as representatives of a govern-
ment eager to undo the far-reaching
evils of the red revolution. It is re-
ported that the Moscow government
may be considered operating on a
different plane than the communist
internationale and that the govern-
ment will strive alone for the re-
vival of Russian industry and finance,
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The Russians are not entering the
conference, it would appear, with
humble spirit. Latest dispatches ind!-
cate that there will be presented
claims for tremendous sums in the
way of indemnities charged to vari-
ous allied powers and the United
States. In short, the bolshevik regime
will claim that billions upon billions
of damages were suffered by Russia
through various counter revolution-
arv _enterprises, notably those of
Kolchak, Denikine and Wrangel, and
that the allies were responsible in
aiding and abetting them. It cannot
be expected that the Russians will
got far with their claims, but in the
general adjustments and understand-
ings it is expected that all European
countries will give the bolsheviks
some measure of aid financially, in-
dustrially and economically. When
final action is taken it probably will
be secn that Germany and England
will lead in the penetration of Russia.
Should the TUnited Btates join in tha
parley and support its dictates, then
this country may be expected to par-
ticipate largely in Russia's develop-
ment.

But the one great significant feature
of the Genoa conference is not pos-
sible adjustment of nationallstic
clzims and counter claims, but the
earnest desire, already made appar-
ent, to set Europe’s house In order. If
striking advance is made the effects
of the war rapidly may be eliminated.
But one thing is certain: When final
results are announced 1t will bs found
that many of the panaceas prescribed
for the ills of the continent in the
past by one or another group of na-
tions will be discarded and a new era
of industrial, political, economic and
financial negotiation will get in. Na-
tlonalistie spirit such as fathared by
France will more and more pass, at
least until all nations of Europe have

progressed to a point where the war’s
flls are no longer noxious.

Building Up Morale of Labor

To Keep America Prosperous

(Continued from First Page.)

mpacially trained men to act as
ponciliators in each of the fifteen
or twenty main Industries. The
type of man he wants must have
technical training, but be of broad
intelligence and character, so as to
be looked up to—a big man first
and then a technical expert. He
myst know precisely what is to
he expected from every worker in
ery stfw of the process of man-
ufacture; he must command the
confidence \and‘,‘respect of both
workers and wamployers, These
men would be permitted only te
offer their services as disinter-
pgsted spokesmen fer the public,
but by their speclal training
wonld they be more effective,
Sacretary Davis believes that fif-
teen or twenty such men would
ba leaders te peace in iMusm.
Whare radlcal activity crops up
they would know about jt and
might be able to win over the
wrong-headed to right-minded
principles.

Whase specialists Secretary PDavis
plans te make educators—to keep
employera rominded of the strug-
gles and trials of the men who
toil, and the tollers reminded of
the worries of the men with the
responsibllitles of a business on
their minds. These special con-
£llators would keep first in mind
the goerd effect of restoring the
jesa of good, old-time personal
gontact between the employer and
%is men. In the case of somse such
goneral disagreement of natlonal
gcope a group of these speoial
men, each = master of one of the
phases entering into these com-
pigx pervices, would be ready for
gommon counsel.

* ¥ * *

Better work and more of it is a
§logan that Secretary Davis pro-

ses to the industrial workers.
gaephg the peace in industry 13
paly one of the elements abso-

necessary for a return of
prosperity. He advisey workers
- pverywhere, whether union or
-unfon, that it is a matter of
self-interest for them f{o help
American employers to Increase
their pusincss in competjtiopn with
the world. This ran only be done
jn thls day and generation, he
pmphasizes, by: improviog the
qualitr and fnereasing the quan-
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We are in competition with the
workers of every other part of
the world, he points out, and if
we propose to go into the world
market we must meet them with
more and hetter goods,” He chal-
lenges the American workmen
who do an honest day's work for
an honest day’'s pay that they
must not let slackers and shirkers
disgrace them. He brushes aside
the old fallacy that restricting
output helps to keep wages high.
*The more goods we turn out, the
more wealth we create,”” he says
to the American workmen. The
good workman who restricts his
own production to the output of
the poorest workman, Secretary
Davis reminds, must pay more
himself, becauss the American
workingman is the principal
buver. Each man muSt produce
the utmost accerding to his skill
and abllity, he tells the working-
man. At the same time he tells
the employer that human strength
has a limit, and the man who teils
with his hands can no more work
at top-bent every day of the year
than the professional er business
man or the musician. Allowances
must be made for human frailty
in the day laborer.

* %k % ¥

The so-called living wage is not
enough for the workman who pro-
duces more and better goods, Sec-
retary Davis insists. "A mere
living wage is a beggarly allow-
ance for a public as rich as ours
to pay a worker as skilled and
thrifty as our American wage-
earner,” he argues, “It Iz no
longer enough for the man who
tolls merely to exist, merely to
be able to meet the fluctuations in
the cost of living. The time has
come wWhen we have to forget the
living wage and base our calcu-
lations on the saving wage.”

Talking directly to the Ameri-
can business men, Secretary Davis
assures them that if they want to
ba prosperous the workman also
must be prosperous, because the
workers are the buying public, and
the public must be decently paid
to become a ready buyer. “When
the workman saves, as he has
been doing of late, it is the coun-
try itself that =aves,” Is his new
thought to American business,

So he couples this much-desired
gituation as something that both

the employer and the employe

THE STORY THE

BY HENRY W. BUNN.

HE following Is a brief
summary of the most im-
portant news of the world
for the seven days ended

January 28:

The Washington Conference=—
Hughes' original two resolutions
which contemplated publicity for
“commitments” relating to China
were expanded into four, and the
four were adopted by the commit-
tee on Pacific and far eastern af-
fairs. It remains to be seen
whether publicity will have the
same effect on Improper agree-
ments that it had on the naughty
ladies of King Arthur’'s court. A

wicked agreement with a speck
of modesty or self-respect should,
of course, seek oblivion and re-
fuse to be listed or filed with the
gecretary general of the confer-
ence, and it should be unthinkable
that any of the signatory powers
should ever invoke an agrement
not listed or notifled as)per the
resolutions. Time only can tell

At last, on the 23d, the commit-
tee on Pacific and far eastern af-
falrs addressed itself to the B8i-
berian question. Baron Shidehara
explained Japan's actions and
policy in and with respect to
Siberia and the northern part of
the Island of Sakhalin. He re-
iterated, in phrases repeated so
often by Japanese Bpokesmen as
to have become stereotyped, the
intention of Japan to withdraw
from the Siberian mainland when
reliable guarantees shall be forth-
coming of security of Japanese
residents and Japanese property
in the maritime province and se-
curity of the Korean frontier, and
to withdraw from northern Sakha-
lin as soon as satisfaction shall be
obtained for the Nikolaievsk mas-
sacra from a responsible Russian
government. He expressed a hope
that the negotiations now in proec-
es8 at Darien between representa-
tives of the Tokio and Chita gov-
ernments may have an issue such
a8 to justify withdrawal of Jap-
anese troops from the maritime
province without more ado.

“In conclusion,” he said, repeat-
ing a time-honored formula, “the
Japanese delegation is authorized
to declare that it is the fixed and
settled policy of Japan to respect
the territorial integrtiy of Russia
and to observe the principle of
non-intervention in the internal
affairs of the country, as well as
the principle of equal opportu-
nity for the commerce and indus-
try of all nations in every part of
the Russian possessions.”

The next morning Secretary
Hughes reviewed American ac-
tions and policy in and with re-
spect to Siberia. While not im-
pugning Japanese motives, or
questioning the honesty of the
Japanese declarations, he ex-
pressed dissidence from Japanese
views and regret at Japanese
policy. Finally, “with the great-
est friendliness,” he expressed a
hope that ‘“Japan would find it
possible to carry out, within the
near future, her expressed inten-
tion of terminatnig finally the Si-
berian expedition and of restoring
Hakhalin to the Russian people.”

Thus in the time it should take
to say “Jack Robinson” the great
Siberian question was discussed of.
To be flippant just once, as one of
the younger myrmidons of the

WEEK HAS TOLD

™~

British delegation might
“Quick work, what?"

* %k % %

British Emplre.—Sorrow for the
death of Lord Bryce {s certainly
as keen in this country as in
Britain. He was more endeared to
Americans than any other Briton
has ever been. His most im-
portant work as a practical
statesman was in the capacity of
British ambassador to the Unlted

States. His most important liter-
ary production was “The Amer-
fcan Commonwealth,” which is
one of the classics dealing with
American _polftical institutions,
the other being Tocquaéville's in-
o.orqpa.rable “Democracy in Amer-
ica. But his curlosity was not
confined to America—it was uni-
versal as to time and space. In
the words of Pericles, “The whole
world is his sepulchre.” The
committee on Pacific and far east-
ern affairs of the Washington
conference devoted half of Mon-
day's session to eulogies of him,
perhaps the happiest fate that
ever befell the memory of a great

man.
Collins, head of

Bay,

Michael the
provisional government of south-
ern Ireland, and Sir James Craig,
premier of Ulster, met in London
the other day, quite by accident,
with result that after a few min-
utes’ conversation several difficul-
ties In the relations between Bel-
fast and Dublin which had seem-
ed insoluble were in fact solved.
The mutual boycott has ceased
and boundary and railway ques-
tions are In an easy way of sef-
tlement. Common s=ense is your
only wlizard.

Some reports aver that the mod-
erates are recovering the upper
kand in India; othera that Gandhi's
star is still in the ascendant.
Lord Northcliffe, now in India, has
sent abroad through the press a
multitudinous raven ‘‘croak”; it's
all up with the British raj, says
my lord, unless his program
(regtoration to®the sick man of
the Golden Horn of all his spirit-
ualities and most of his temporal-
ities, including all Asia Minor and
Adrainople) he adopted. Lord
Northcliffe has been in India ten
days and ghould know all about it.

It was reported the other day
that nationalist agitation in Egypt
had practically ceased, but now
comes & tale of a fresh uprising—
190 dead, 1,000 more injured. The
report (which requires verifica-
tion) states that British troops
squelched the Insurrection.

* ¥ ¥ *

Germany,~=On Thursday Chancel-
lor Wirth made hls eagerly await-
ed spesch announcing hia taxation
program. The chancellor hopes, of
course, that his program is enough
of a compromise to save his offi-
cial head and drastic enough to
satisfy the reparations commis-
sion. The speech seems to me cre-
puscular and the taxation propo-
gals therein vague and inadeguate.
Yesterday (Saturday) the repara-
tiona commission was to recelve
the German government's proposal
of a schedule of reparation pay-
ments (divided into payments in
gold marks and in kind) and that
government’s plan of fiscal and”
financial reforms—balancing of
the budget, repudiation or aboli-
tion of subsidies, higher railway

and postal rates, highe~ taxation,
etc. It I8 to be hoped that that
document will at least be lucld and
specific.

The French are not in a mood
to brook evasion or delaying
tactica.

* ¥ % ¥

Austria—The Austrian cabinet
has resigned. The situation is
loaded with T, N. T. The pan-Ger-
mans are aggresslve. The people
are suffering hunger and other
miseries. Perhaps the wild Vienna
riot of several weeks ago was but
a faint earnest of what's to come,
Should the sitiation get complete-

ly out of hand, the allies cannot
plead that they have done their
best. Their plans for Austria are
excellent; they have inexhaust-
ibly delayed to put those plans in
execution (the cabinet remains,
but the situation is no less pre-
carious).
* ¥ % %k

Death of the Pope.~—0On Sunday,
the 22nd, Pope Benedict XV died,
and on Thursday, with the pomp
and circumstance always assocl-

ated with Vatican ceremonies,
(Noble, Swigs, and Palatine
guards in medieval costumes,
cardinals in violet robes of
mourning, ete., etc), the bhody

wab laid to rest In the erypt of St
Peter's. 1t is idle to speculate as
to who shall be the next pontiff,
Beaing how often the truth of the
popular saying has been verlfied,
“He who goes into the conclave
Pope, comes out cardinal” The
college of cardinals meets on Feb-
ruary 2 for election of a new pon-
51 Pope Benedict favored a
policy of gradual rapprochement
with the Quirinal. It is a question
of great political importance
(though, of course, restoratlion of
the former papal temporalities is not

imaginable) whether Benedict's
successor shall continue this
policy.

* k % %

Russla,—There is a report that
the soviet government has drawn
up, and for presentation at the
Genoa conference, a bill of dam-
ages against the allies (for ren-
dering aid to Kolchak, Denekin,
Wrangle, Yudenich Seminov, other
white chiefs, for invasions of Si-
beria, Murmansk, Archangel, for
saveral other little things) of a
filgure =0 Etaggering that France's
claim of four billion dollars against
Russia seems like small change
in the comparison. There's humor
of a comlc sort in Moscow.

Dr. Nansen says that the total
numier of persons in the Russian
famine area threatened with death
by hunger is 33,000,000. He says
that the transportation system is
incapable of moving enough grain
to save more than 7,000,000 Nan-
sen, If any one, ought to know,
but his estimate reems A good
deal more dismal than those re-
ceived from American relief
agents, dismal enough as these
latter are, in all conscience,

® X ¥ %

Near and Middle East,—We Leep

hearing that the French and
British governments have nearly

reached an accord on the near and
middle east, but it is always
“nearly,” the consummation Is
still shead. Such an accord, satis-
factory as the Franco-British one
on Africa (struck when relations
were extremely strained), would
be a great boon to the republic
and the empire, a great boon to
the necar and middle east, a great
boon to the whole world., For
Franco-British relations respect-
ing the near and middle east are
a great deal more dangerously
sensitive than most people are
aware.
* %k ¥ %k

The United States of America.—
The most important domestic
business of the week was the
proceedings of the national agri-
cultural conference. President
Harding opened the conference on
Monday with a truly great speech,
wherein he drew the broad out-

lines of a generous agricultural
policy, which should contemplate
removal of those financial disa-
bilities under which the agricul-
tural industry, in unfair contrast
with other industries, labors. The
devising of such a policy Is, says
the President in effect, a national
concern; not the exclusive con-
cern of a class, nor (hefore ut-
tering the dreadful word the
President made a significant
.pause) of a bloc.

The President indicated his ap-
proval of the co-operative idea
and stressed the importance of
dissemination to the farmers of
market reports. (A co-operative
marketing bill s, I understand, on
the program  of the republican
leaders for this session! and the
Department of Agriculture is per-
fecting a system for the collec-
tion of market data and its broad-
casting by wireless.) Perhaps the
most significant sentence of the
lPr-mmienr.'s speech was the follow-
ng:

“There should be developed a
thorough code of law and busi-
ness procedure, with the proper
machinery of finance, to insure
that turn-over capital shall be as
generously supplied to the farmer
and on as reasonable terms as to
other industries.”

The final report of the confer-
ence will be a document of great
interest.

The MHouse republicans in a
caucus on Thursday instruct the
House ways and means commflttes

to report a bonus bill with all
speed possible, The caucus made
no guggestion asz to how tha
money for bonus payments should
be ralsed. It is said that majority
gentiment in the House now fa-
vora some form of sales tax. Mr.
Fordney told the ecaupcus that
President Harding favors a bonus.

On Thursday the House passed
the anti-lynching bill by a vote of
230 to 119. Seventeen republicans
voted against the bill and eight
democrats for it. The bill defines
a mob as three or more persons.
Considerable opposition to it in
the Senate (s expected, on the
ground that it usurps states
rights.

It is understnod that the ques-
tion is emphatically an open one
as to whether or no our govern-
ment shall accept the invitation
to the Genoa conference.

A perfect St. Lawrence of Amer-
ican bootlegger whisky is re-
ported to be flowing into dry On-
tario.

Business Factors Approaching Normal

Shown by Price Fluctuation Tendencies

BY ARCHER WALL DOUGLAS.

(Cheirman Commitise on Btatistios amd

Standards, Chamber of Comzmeroa of the

United Btates.)

HERE are all manner of signs
and symptoms which Indicate
that we have seen the worst
of our troubles and are on the

way to better things.

Merchandise stocks throughout the
country have been materizally reduced
during the past twelve months, and

many
thawed out accordingly.

forelgn credits have besn
Overhead

costs have been cut, with correspond-

ing gain in mervices

and efficlency.

Most of the business wrecks—not all
—have been cleared away, and work
beilng done is almost entirely of a
congtructive nature. There iz wide-
epread recognition of the vital neces-
sity of adequate credit to farming

interests,

and it is fast assuming

definite shaps, 'What the farmer suf-
fered in the past because of the lack
of this eseential factor In his busl-
ness and the price he often pald for
it when it was to bs had would make

a moving economlo tragedy,
* %k @ h

There are only twe periods in busi-
ness history when prices and volume
of virtually all commodities move uni-
formly in the same direction—upward
eras of great prosperity, and down-
ward in those of great depression.
Now, each line of husiness is affected
almost entirely by the factors pecu-
liar to itself, and this is an almoat
unfailing symptom that normal con-
ditions in such lines are resuming

their natural sway.

The dwellers in a fool’s paradise ars
fast dwindling, for the majority of the
business world are prepared to ao-
cept the inevitable, after the fashion

of

the philosophy of the negro

mammy, that “what is to be, will be,

whether it comes to pass or not.”
* * ¥ %

Such world-wide matters &s the

disarmament conference and the prob-

able settlement of the Irish question
have a widespread influence for good

that nothing else can match, for they
prophesy only too clearly that the

“Hymn of Hate” and all the insane
follles bred by the war are losing

their grip on a world that is coming

to itself after a frenzy which future
generations will look back upon with

the amazement and shuddering ho:ror
with which we once regarded the
saturnalia ef the French revolution,

Bast of all, we have. finally come
to like those homely but esasential
ways and means of escape from eur
present situation—hard work, indus-
try, resourcefulness, thrift—and to
get as much out of the practice of
them as from the certainty that they

This put out by The Nation's Business, official publication of the United States
Chsmber :l.&mmm l{ﬂ'l actual business conditions throughout the country in January
18 seen by Archier Wall Mouglas, the noted business authority.

will ultimately take us out of 2u

money,

growing hopefulness for the remain
dar of the year, should harvest con

gait. =
& % K
The sentiment I{n regard to reduec

definite form et & meeting of th

clover and ether Isgumes,
thereby goll fertility may be con

such increase will naturally be at th

planting. In cern, as in cotten, th

disturb that preportion.
do mora te restere buasiness in th

combined.

wanderings in the desert and into ths
promised land, flowing with mflk and

Though for the present we must be
content with slow but stsady prog-
ress for the first six meonths, with

ditiens polnt the way te & more rapid

tion of corn acreage this spring took

farm bureaus of five of the largest
cern-growing states in a resolution
direoted at greater acreags of alfalfa,
that

served, which, interproted, means that
expense of much otherwise corn

farmer holds the game in his own
hands, as we grow 75 per cent of all
the Indian oorn raised in the world,
and no ether nation im ever likely to
An advance
of 50 cents a bushel in cern weuld

grain regions than all other panaceas
Pricea of farm produots

away Africa. It has multiplied now
into an annual crop of forage of about
$10,000,000, and its popularity still In-
creases on the thirsty, wind-swept
plaine of the great plains states,
where less hardy plants wither and
die under the brazen skies and scorch-
ing heats of some summer days,
* % k %

Lead, zinc and copper have taken
heart because of better demand and
#gome consequent stiffening in price.

Activity In oil is growing, and re-
cent rains in portions of the south-
west made possible the resumption
of drilling in more generous fashian.
Of all commodities, oll haa the least
need to take thought of the morzrow,
for as regards the future #ts calling
and election are as sure as that of any
mythical saint who never existed.
Mathematically stated, it has In time
the certainty of a demand increasing
in geometrical ratio, to be met by
only a possible supply at its present
rate of golng.

Lumber shipments in December
stacked up well, and paper mills were
fairly busy.

Industrial activity in general moves
at glow pace, and the persistent
prophets of ‘“near” prosperity are
having a hard time holding on to
| their dwindling reputations.

r | need some mors potent stimulant than
futile spaculative sentiment, which
marches up the hill one day and
marches down again the next, afrald
of Its shadow and taking constant
counsel with its fears.

Fortunately, heavy exports of corn,
« | cotton, wheat @and meat products fur-
-|{nish the sustaining sentiment. We
are not to forget that these large
grain shipments abroad are made pos-
sible by the ellmination for an indefl-
nite period of Russia as the granary
of Europe. When that dlstressful
country comes back. we shall feel the
o | effeots of her ancient competition. The
fortunes of the growing winter wheat
crop hang largely upon needed molst-
ure In tha southwest and the west
from the Texas Panhandle to Nea-
-| braska. At this writing In such gec-
tions where {t 18 too dry the plant is
e | in poor condltion to face the wintry
blasts,

o * ok ok %

In econstructive ways the Depart-
ment of Agriculture morse than justi-
fies its existence each year, and re-
turne & handsome profit on its in-
vestment in the wealth it adds to the
¢ | farming world, Ten years ago an
eight-ounce package of the seed of
Sudan gress was obtained from far-

must work for hand in hand, co-
operatively, and as of mutual ad-
vantage. If we want prosperity
and the saving wage, we must
work for it. He declares for dis-
armament in the American fac-
tory as much as in the world's
navy yards,
* ¥ ¥ %

The immigration and mnaturali-
zation work of the Department of
Labor appeal most strongly to
‘Becretary Davis, because out of
the book of his own life he is
guided. He recalls the day he
landed as a Welsh immigrant boy.
with his mother, sister and five
brothers, and eventually found his
place as puddler in a stesl mill

-In- gulding :hl Irpming-of the im+

k

migration law by Congress, the
pointed out that had the literacy
test been applied when his father
came to the United BStates he
would probably not have been ad-
mitted, and stated; “There are
today many peopls seeking admis-
sion but unable to gain it because
of the test who would be far bet-
ter citizens than many who mee
our present requirements. Wha

cate for citizenship the millions
of aliens now with us and the
hundreds of thousands being

vearly admitted to this country of
opportunity.”

He advised Congress that to ac-
complish this, the scope of the

work-of.-tha lrlu‘ln. of Mturlllll_ -

we need to do is properly to edn-

tion sheuld be enlarged by pro-

viding a uniform registration of

all sliens and a complete system

of«directing their education along

lines which will make for Amer-

icanization, x
¥ ¥ ¥ *

As Becrstary of Labor it has
fallen to.his lot to welcome the
incoming tide of aliens, He is
sifting the wundesirables and
charged with the duty of making
good citizens of those admitted.
This is the greatest migration of
peoples in the history of the
world. Nearly half of the 110,-°
000,000 citisens are recent arrivala
or the children of comparatively
recent arrivals. Last year nearly
165,000 came tq us Onae of the

L S LI oy, ' ' A

few kings left in the world par-
doned about 700 hardened crimi-
nals last year on the understand-
ing they would ship to America.
That is the oclass Secretary Davis
is keeping out. He is urging Con-
gresa that our new citizens from
abroad should be hand-picked on
the other side.

Secretary Davis Is glving wel-
come in the name of the United
States government to the best
artisans and workerg from all the
world, impressing upon them the
standards of labor here and the
opportunities for advancement and
for educating their children, with
himself as a notable example of
how far an immigrant boy may

L Y

STUDY OF PROPOSALS
TO AID SERVICE MEN

Measures in Congress Providing for “Ad-

justed Compensation” and What
- It Likely Would Cost.

BY EDWARD N. DINGLEY.

HAT {is the proposed sol-
diers’ bonus? What will a
soldiers’ adjusted cgmpen-
sation law cost the gove-
What are the main ques-
tions involved?™ What have other
countries done in the way of a bonus
These are questions the
people would like to have answered
before finally making up their minds
about getting behind or opposing a
soldiers’ adjusted compensation bill,
before Congress and causing

ernment?

to soldiers?

now
much discussion.

Evidently there has been much mis-
apprehension as to the position of
President Harding toward a soldiers'
His
friendship for the veterans of the
world war was manifest when, in his
message of July 12, 1921, urging the
] recommitment of the McCumber bill,

bhe said: “If the suggested recommit-
ment of this measure bore the merest
suggestion of neglect or a hint of
national ingratitude, I would not urge
it. It has been my privilege to speak

to Congress on our obligations to the
disabled and dependent soldiers and
;hc government's deep desire to prove
its concern for their welfare. I should
be ashamed of the republic if it failed
in its duty to them. Neither armistice
nor permanent peace puts an end to
the obligations of government to its
defenders or the obligations of citi-
zens to the government. Mindful of
all these things, the administrative
branch of the government has not
only =poken, it has acted and has ac-

adjusted compensation bill

complished.”
* %k % %

The President added in the same
“Contemplating the tre-
mendous liabllity, which the govern-
ment never will shirk, T would be re-
miss In my duty if I failed to ask
Congress to pause at this particular
time, rather than break down our
Treasury from which so much is later
on to be expected. The defenders of
the republic amid the perils of war
would be the last of our citizenship
to wish its stability menaced by an

message:

individual pittance of peace.”
The President concluded:

of this republic.

our

republic.”

The FPresident's position was based
entirely on the financial condition of
This was made
clear when Re said the enactment of
t bill

would in all probability so add to
our interest rates that the added in-
terest charge on new and refunded
indebtedness may alone exceed the sum

the country last July.

the proposed compensation

it is proposed to bestow."
* ¥ % ¥

There have been some ten soldiers’
bbnus or compensation bills intro-
duced in the House, but only one in
the Senate. The Fordney bill passed
This bill
and the McCumber bill, before the
X embody the
main features of all these bills and
are most likely to be accepted by
Congress if any measure is accepted.

The McCumber and Fordney bills
are practically alike, save in a few
The former
does mot contain the provisions of
“establishment of
preojects,” Yco-operation with federal
and state agencies,” “allotment and
“receipts from pro-
Jjects,” and “applicability of reclama-
Senator McCumber stated
] “evervthing
the soldier might secure is preserved
without imvolving the country in any
new project with its endless uncer-
A brief analysis of the
McCumber bill will suffice to explain

the House in May, 1920.

Senate In July, 1921,

unimportant features,
the latter called

sale of lands.”

tion law.”
that in the Senate bill

tainties.”

the Fordney bill.

The McCumber bill provides for five
optional plans: (1) Adjusted service
pay, (1) rdjusted service certificates,
(4) farm or
home aid, and (5) land settlement aid.
In his report to the Senate, Senator
plain
English, the purpose of this bill is to
give to the soldier who offered his
will

(3) voeational training,

MeCumber said: “In simple,

services a compensation that
more nearly approach that of the
laborer who remained at home., se-
cure from danger, and whose com-
pensation increased from 200 to 300
per cent, and, measured by the
amount of labor actually performed,
far beyond those figures. It is not a
bonus bill, and fairness to country
and =oldier alike requires that we
should exclude the word ‘bonus' in
referring to iL."”
* %k k &

The McCumber bill and the Fordney
bill exclude from their benefits all
those given commissions while per-
forming merely clerical gervice in the
departments. Their benefits are also
limited to those below the grade of
captain in the Army or Marine Corps,
and lieutenant in the Navy and like
grade of officers.

“I know
the feelings of my own breast and
that of yours and the grateful people
But no thoughtful
person, possessed with all the facts,
is ready for added compensation for
the healthful, self-reliant masses of
ereat armiles at the cost of a
Treasury breakdown which will bring
its hardships to all the citizens of the

Already Congress has voted two
months’ pay, or $60. to each soldier
on discharge, as extra pay or “bonus.” |
Therefore, in both the Fordney and
McCumber bills, sixty days are de-
ducted from the service of each sol-:
dier and sailor, at home or abroad. |

It is proposed to pay §$1 per day |
for each day's service in the United
States, and $1.25 per day for each|
day's service overseas, less the sixty
days’ or $60 bonus already mentioned
and paid. The cash payment for
home service is limited to $500, and
is to be paid in ten quarterly in-
stallments. The cash payment for
overseas service is limited to $625.
and is to be paid in installments.

“Adjusted service certificates” give
the veteran the option to take insur-
ance pavable at the end of twenty
vears. In event of death. his estate
will get the adjusted pay instead for
the twenty years. The veteran can
borrow money against this insurance.

“Vocational training aid” authorizes
the wveteran to receive vocational
training at the expense of the gov-
ernment, equal to his adjusted serv-
ice pay, plus 40 per cent.

Farm or home aid” authorizes tha
veteran to receive from the govern-
ment the adjusted service pay plus
40 per cent to be applied toward the
pt.:rchase price of such home or farm.

‘The land settlement aid” gives the
veteran preference right to take lands
on the opening of public or Indian
lands to entry, and on all reclama-
tion projects.

* ¥ ¥ *

What will such a veterans' com-
pensation law cost? This will de-
pend, in & large measure, upon the
choice of plan which may be made
by the veterans entitled to the bene-
fits of the law. The features of Lhe
plan, which would entail the greater
expense, are (1) the cash payments
to be made as adjusted service pay,
(2) the payments and loans to be
made on adjusted service certificates
and (3) the payments involved in the
farm or home aid.

The Secretary of the Treasury says
that “the most conservative estimata
shows the plan would eost from about
$1,500,000,000 (if the bulk of the pay-
ments were on account of the ad-
justed servica pay, the greater part
of which would fall in the near
future) to about $5250,000,000 (if
most veterans elected to take adjusted
service certificates, the payments of
which would be distributed over a
period of twenty vears).”

If at least one-half would elect tha
cash _plan and one-half the certificate
plan the ultimate cost, it is estimated
by the Secretary of the Treasury,
would be about $3,320,000,000,

In his letter to Secretary Freling-
huysen, dated July 2, 1921, the Secre-
tary of the Treasury sald: “It could
be financed only by adding to the bur-
den of the debt and taxes under which
the country is now staggering. * * *
This 18 not a time to Impose several bil-
lion dollars of new liabilities on an
already overburdened Treasurv. * * *
The best interests of the velerans can-
not, in the last analysis, be consideredl
separate and apart from the best in-
terests of the country as a whole.

Senator McCumber said in his re-
port: “We believe the minimum
possible cost of this measure would
be £1,560,000,000. This amount is
hased upon the assumption that every
veteran would accept the cash-payv-
ment plan. The maximum, to be
scattered over twenty Vears, woulg e,
in round numbers, $5.273.000,000. Under
what we believe will be the real
operation of the legislation, the total
cost will be in round numbers about
$4,396.000.000.""

Senator McCumber suggested that
the interest on the long-time bonds
due the United States from European
countries, would “more than care for
the payments necessary each year to
meet the requirements of thls pro-
posed legislation.”

* % ¥ ¥

There were 4,262,105 men in the
service, in the Army alone. The total
men-days service was 1,427,325,000.
The average days' service per man
was 334. The number in overseas
service was 2,022,635, and the }_om!
men-days service overseas wWas -09.-.
%40.000, or an average of 350 days
service.

There were 50,635 deaths overseas
and 234,617 in the home service—a
total of 115,252. The number of offi-
cers above the rank of captain was
14,500. The total number of deaths
in the Army alone is estimated at
100,785. It is estimated that 4,031,568
would be entitled to the benefits of a
roldiers’ compensation law. The num-
ber in service in the Navy was 551.-
736. The number of deaths in the
Navy is estimated at 4,236, leaving
547,500 in the Navy who would have
been entitled to the benefits of the
compensation law. Deatha after
July, 1919, were 13,350, leaving h34,.-
150 entitled to the benefits on Janu-
ary 1, 1922,

The total number in the Army and
Navy entitled to the benefits on July
1, 1922, is estimated at 4,465,718.

* % k *

If every veteran should accept the
cash plan it would cost $1,150,166,330.
to be appropriated in three years. If
every veteran should accept the cer-
tificate plan the total amount in
twenty years would be $5.273.345,663—
about $21,980,656 the first wvear. $56.-
962,190 the =econd and $4,290,280.000
the third year. Estimates of the cost,
according to the probable selection
of ontlons bz the veterans, run all the
way from $2,000,000,000 to $£5,000,000,-
000.

The statistical bureau of the War
Department has figured it out that a
soldiers’ “bonus” for an average of
400 days at $1 per day would cost
$1,400,000,000, and for $500 even pay-
ment, about $1,750,000.000. ‘This is
based on an estimate of 3.500.000 en-
titled to be paid a bonus At the rate
of $1.25 a day the estimated cost for
400 days would be $1,800,000,000.

* ¥ ¥ *

In connection with a proposed vet-
erans’ compensation law, it is inter-
esting to compare the bonuses pald
by the United States and other coun-
tries at the time of discharge. Can-
ada paid $972 to its officers and 3600
to its privates, Belgium paid $492
to both fits officers and privates.
France paid $249 to both officers and
privates. The United States pald $60
to its officars and privates. England
paid $141 to its privates. and Italy pald
%64 to ils privates,

Obviously it would be unwise to
enact a veterans' compensation law
without specifically providing for the
means with which to pay the com-
pensation. The McCumber and the
Fordney bills provide that “there is
appropriated such amount as may be
necegsary to carry out the provis-
jons of this act.” The wvital question
is., how shall this amount be raised?

Several suggestions have been made
for raising the necessary funds, one
that the interest on the foreign debt
due us he used. another that a spe-
cial bond issue be made for that pur-
poge, another that a sales tax be im-
posed, and still another that a stamp
tax on bank checks be levied.

Congress and the executive appear
1o be face to face with a popular de-
mand for a soldiers’ adjusted com-
pensation bill. What will be done?

MOVE A PEACE STEP
FOR SOUTH AMERICA

(Continued from First Page.)

Bolivia, this Washington conference.
Defeated in the league of nations, she
had hoped to bring about medlation
by the United States. Now it is
promised, she is left high and dry, as
far away from the ocean as she ever
Was.
* * k ¥

The provinces of Tacna and Arica
occupy & unique position in ‘that
neither is of any great commercial
value to Peru or Chile. Occupying an
area of about 233,000 square kilo-
meters, the territory contains only
some fifty-six squars kilometers of
irrigable land, of which about forty
are under cultlvation. The chief in-
dustries are coppsr and sulphur min-
ing, neither of which is carried on to
any great extent. The total number
of inhabitants would not exceed
50,000. -

Directly to the south of Arica, how-
ever, lie the territories of Tarapaca
and Antofagasta, both of them rich

In nitrate deposits, the former ceded’

te Chile by Peru and the latter ceded
£ . [ s Am M

to Chile by Bolivia as a result of the
war of the Pacific. Across the north-
ern portion of Tarapaca etretches a

desert which would take an army,
under great difficulties, weeks to
cross,

Chile has seen in Tacna and Ariea,
therefore, a strategic position of
great value. For she is able to guard
her frontier from a base situated in
territory which 1is self-supporting
and able to supply a portion of the
nitrate fields in Tarapaca with agri-
cultural produce.

WILL SAIL FOR RUSSIA.

Charles M. Willoughby, News-

paperman, Will Go to Moscow.

Charles M. Willoughby, & former
Washington newspaper man and now
a member of .the American Relief
Administration, who recently returned
from Russia to make a special report
on conditions there to Secretary eof
Commerce Hoover, will leave ‘New
York next week for Moscow.

Mr. Willoughby will acecompany
Col. W. M. Haskell, director for Rus-
sia of the Telief Administration.
They will 8ail on the “Pan Handle
State,” a shipping board passenger
vessel. Mr. Willoughby said his stay
in Rusaia will be indifinite. When he
left Russia for the United States last,
the temperature there was forty be=
low zero. -




