
NEWS ABOUT CHICAGO NEWSPAPERS
Of course it is a good thing for

all concerned, for Christmas
shoppers to do their shopping
early, but the sham sympathy of
the daily newspapers for the tired
salesgirls and other employes of
the "big stores during the holiday
season is rank hypocrisy.

If these subsidized advertising
handbills had any real sympathy
for salesgirls they would show it
all the year around instead of just
before Christmas, when their ad-

vertising patrons want people to
shop early and often'so the clerks'
can keep busy for weeks selling
goods.

There are other days in the
year when employes are tired.
There isn't a working, day in the

"year, or a Sunday either, that
hundreds of girls are not mentally
tired out trying' to figure out how
to live and maintain their self re-

spect in a big city on the beggarly
wages paid them by the big
stores.

And if the newspapers had real
sympathy, and showed it, every
.clerk in every store in Chicago
would receive a living wage.

All the newspapers need do is
to publish the truth. Ah' aroused
public conscience would do the
rest.

There's Victor F. Lawson, who
has been made a multi-millionai- re

by the Chicago Daily News. It
was the working people of Chi-
cago who gave him his millions.
For they gave him the big circu-
lation that enabled him to get
high rates for advertising.

And what Has Lawton 'done to

show any gratitude to these sub-
scribers?

Mighty little. His gratitude is
shown mostly to the advertisers.

Hearst climbed 'to success in
Chicago on the willing back of
labor, only to kick labor in the
face when he got on top, and got
circulation that brought big ad-

vertising rates.
The News and American, more

than all other Chicago dailies,
owe their success to the people';
yet they worship at the shrine of
the merchant princes who adver-
tise big, and grind up the souls
and bodies of men, women and
children in order to pile up colos-
sal fortunes.

If justice were really done, the
wages Marshal Field paid his
employes would be painted in red
letters ten feet high all over the
front of the Field Art Museum.

And if Lawson and Hearst had
any sense of gratitude they would
print On the first pages of their
respective papers these same
shameful figures every day until
every employe in a big store or
mercantile establishment in Chi-
cago received a living wage.

The Chicago Vice Commission
investigated the connection be-

tween low wages in department
stores and the Social Evil, but
you can bet your last dollar that
part of the yice report wasn't
published in the newspapers that
carry page advertisements.

There is.no such thing as a free
press in Chicago. The daily
newspapers are abject . slaves
slaves "to advertising, 'slayes to


