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where profit was the main consid-
eration.

The young woman who "did the
two-ste- with me remarked that
she was "awfully glad" she didn't
have to go to the dance halls for
an evening's recreation.

"A girl never knows what sort
of a place she is going to until she
gets on the floor," my fair part-
ner of the waltz exclaimed.
"Why, here we girls all know its
right, and there can't anybody be
rude to us."

That seemed to be the spirit
pervading the school dance. The
boys, most of them graduates of
the school or young fellows who
have moved into the neighbor-
hood, tried to maintain a standard
of conduct far above that exhibit-
ed in the dance halls of this sec--
tion.

While not Chesterfield'an in
manner, they acted as decent, re-

spectable chaps. I didn't see one
of them grab a girl by the arm
and yell: 'Come on the floor, kid!'

A girl could refuse to dance
with a young man without being
insulted. One girl told me as the
9:30 bell gave the pianist I notice
begin "Home, Sweet Home;" "I
have been td all the dances
around here', and this is the first
time I can go home without hav-
ing to refuse several invitations
to 'go to the back room for a
drink' and I'm never going to any
other dances but here after this."

Of course, the girls and boys
did other things; the younger
ones played checkers, dominos,
authors and other games in one
room, some boys played basket

ball in the school gymnasium.
"""

Practically all of the dancers
were between the ages of 15 and
22, and with few exceptions all
worked during the day. Of the
girls ten are telephone operators,
two stenographers, and four office
girls. Half of them had at one
time attended school in the build-

ing.
That same evening I looked in

at two other schoolroom "balls"
and found good times, a whole lot
of laughing and merriment every-
where: In no school did the jani-
tor the official "bouncer" have
to request any person to leave the
dancing floor because of question-
able conduct.

All the teachers and principals
agreed that both girls and boys
demanded round dances; they
wanted to waltz and two-ste- p and
wouldn't come to the school so-

cial center if these dances were
not permitted.

Miss Perry, principal of the
Smyth school, believes that her
school dances will drive the dance
halls from her district. "It is
much better here and dance to
their heart's content? than to do
the same thing in the halls where
rude and disgraceful conduct
nearby saloons and questionable
characters will surround them,"
she explained.

Each school will have enter-
tainments two or three, times a
week, and there will be picture
shows, clean, wholesome shows,
games for the smaller children,
drills, dramatic clubs, fathers'
clubs, mothejs' clubs, and every-
thing that will tend to bring the


