
A GLIMPSE INTO PART OF
THE SUBWAY PROBLEM

The Ericson subway report to
Commissioner Hanberg was put
under 19 different heads, each of
which he considered an import-
ant factor in determining: the
character and nature of a trans-
portation subway.

The Tiiggest question and the
one he places first, is relief of con-

gested traffic, in relation to which
he says:

"In order to obtain data for a
study of the surface lines prob-
lems, it seemed desirable to ob-

tain sufficient information in re-

gard to the surface lines actual
performance and conditions.

There was no need to take up
the schedeules of the different
lines and claim that theoretically
more cars might be run, or that
as many cars as practical are be
ing run, for it is seldom that any
surface line is able to operate its
cars on a fixed schedule when
they have to pass through con-
gested district as is found be-

tween Twelfth street. Halsted
street, Chicago avenue and the
lake.

"As the movement of the sur-
face cars seemed to be fairly free
outside of the subway district and
there not being sufficient time to
take up the operation of all sur-
face lines, it was thought best to
study the Madison street line, the
Wabash avenue line and the
North Clark street line, all within
the subway district where their
movement is retarded and disar-
ranged. Although the heavy traf-
fic periods or rush hours arc times

j when the public most suffers from
inadequate service, it seemed

that the investigation
should cover a full period of 24
hours.

The movement of cars, time of
passing a certain point, (whether
in or out bound) and the passen-
gers carried (both seated and
standing), were recorded.

"The result of these investiga-
tions shows that during the heavy
traffic periods, the car lines in
question could not have done
more toward relieving the situa-
tion and in fact if more cars had
been run, the result would prob-
ably have been the intensifying
of the congestion.

"The periods of heavy traffic,
both mornings and evenings,
were apparently unnecessarily
long, the number of people stand-
ing was out of proportion, and the
irregularity of car movement was
marked.

"About 9,000 passengers were
not provided with seats between
7 :30 and 8 a. m. and about 10,000
between 5 :30 and 6 p. m.

The surface lines carried 80,-6- 90

passengers into the business
section between 6 and 9 a. m.f of
which 20,600 were standing. Of
the 105,000 carried out of the
same district between 430 and
7:30 p. m., 29,700 were standing.

To carry these passengers, 2,-2- 34

cars entered the business dis-

trict during the morning period
and 2,306 pulled out of the busi-
ness district during the evening
period."

The foregoing gives the public
a glimpse of what it is up against,


