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BUREAU OF MINES WITH
CABINET OFFICER AT HEAD
Jan. 12. To add

more of the 400,000 unorganized
mine workers of the United
States and Canada to the 313,000
organized, and to raise the pay of
the men higher than $400 a year

that's the business of the 1,200
men in convention here beginning
Jan. 1.

They represent the biggest sin-
gle union in America; the work-
ers in the American industry
which in importance is second
only, to farming. The foundation
of a mining trades department of
the American Federation of La-
bor, about to be concluded here,
joins them with the , hundred
thousand members of the West-
ern Federation of Miners.

With only one strike on in
Colorado--an-d with internal

lessened, the union begins
a convention in greater strength
and harmony than ever before.

The principal effort of the or
ganization at this time is to get
the operators of the central com-
petitive field western "Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, Illinois and Indi-

ana to revive the interstate
which the operat-

ors of that field join to make a
scale which is the basis for all
district settlements.

For the first time since 1906,
the wage agreements of the bi-

tuminous and the anthracite
fields expire at the same time,
April 1. There may be a suspen-
sion of york for a number of days
and maybe months. '

The coal digger is paid by the
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MINEWORKERS TO'DEMAND

Indianapolis,

movementsby

ton.. Vice-preside- nt Frank J.
Hayes estimates that the average
miner makes between $3 and $4a
day when he works, but there are
so many mines m operation that
the workers are unemployed
much of the time so that the
worker gets only about $400 a
-- ear. The day-wo'rk- get less
than $3 a' day.

It is only in British Columbia
that the miner really has the
eight-ho- ur day. There the min-
er's work-tim- e is counted from
the time of entering to the time
of leaving the mine. But in other
districts, the miner's work-tim- e

begins when he reaches nis work-
ing place, and it often takes him
15 or 30 minutes to go to or from
it

In unorganized districts, flie
work-da- y is as long as it suits te
pleasure of the operators, some-
times 1 1 hours at a stretch.

Employment is more steady ir
the unorganized districts, because,
the low cost of labor enables th
operator to sell the coal steaper.
When the United Minewofk'ers
have "reduced this competition by
pushing their organization far-
ther into the non-unio- n territory,
they will make a demand for the
six-ho- ur day, leaders say.

President John P. White has1-bee- n

by 50,000 votes
over former president T. L. Lew-
is; and Viec-preside- nt Hayes is

over Samuel Pascoe by
65,000 votes, it is learned undt-ficiall- y.

The United Mmeworkers der
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