
pf?pl5eiifF
i The mill owners, backed up by
the police, the militia, the prose-cutin-

attorney and the local
judges, are making a concentra-
tion camp of Lawrence.

The only parallel cases I know
of occurred during actual war
the Spanish concentration camps
in Cuba, and in Kitchener's Boer
campaign, in which the British
empire extinguished the liberty of
a people by starving women and
children. '

The manner in which the thing
was carried out in Lawrence, by
the handling of women and chil-
dren, by throwing them strug-
gling into jail, without warrant
or even the form of law, remind-
ed me forcibly of Russian and
Turkish brutalities to Jews and
Armenians.

The fact that such a thing oc-

curred in America is startling,
and shows how far our institu-
tions have been degraded by
avarice.

The women and children were
perfectly peacable when they
were forcibly stopped in their at-

tempts to board a railroad train..
They were cursed and abused by
the police, dragged by force to a
patrol wagon. The women were
thrown into jail; the children in-

carcerated at the poor farm.
The police contention that

these people did not have the
right to send their children in the
care of friends to other cities is
simply ridiculous. They have the
same right to do so that anyone
has.

The true significance of this
proceeding is not simply its ef

fect on these; people here, but it is
the assault upon the rights of ev-

ery American citizen.
. A good many eulogies of the
constitution are heard nowadays.
Here is an opportunity to test
their genuineness.

If crowds of peaceable people
can he assaulted by officials of
the government, brutally treat-
ed and imprisoned without any
charge of violation of the lawbe-in- g

made or sustained against
them, instead of ours being a con-

stitutional government of liberty
under the law, it becomes one of
morfey and force and people ev-

erywhere will soon by adjusting
themselves to this new condition.

If in exercising the right of
peaceful pursuit of their domes-

tic affairs, these people can be
arrested with'out warrant, and
without any pretense that they
have violated the law, then
any of us can be treated the same
way by those having the physical
force whenever they please to
do so.

If we can be detained this way
within the city, it follows we also
can be deported forcibly from the
city when it is desirable for
those who have the power, so to
order.

If these people can be kept in
the city of Lawrence, where they
can be forced, by the mill own-
ers, to work at starvation wages
or starve to death, then they are
slaves, and slavery has been re-

established in the country that
fought a great war, that costs
many thousands of human lives,
to abolish slavery.
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