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HONEST COUNCILMAN

How an Idea in Graft Was
Handed Down.

When "The Honest Council- -
man" died there was great grief
in the city. He was the only one
among hundreds of grafting
councilmen wlio was unanimous-
ly acclaimed by the citizens las

honest
Immediately following "The

Honest Councilman's" death, the
poorer classes of the city began
an agitation to erect a fitting
monument to his memory. Such
a movement, it was felt, would be
peculiarly appropriate. "The
Honest Councilman," a few years
before his death, had framed and
secured the passage of an ordi-
nance whereby the city, at its
own expense, erected a handsome
stone tombstone, instead of the
customary board affair, at the
head of every pauper's grave.

But just as the movement was
well afoot, "The Honest Council-
man's" will was read. In it there
was a clause which declared that
he had made all arrangements for
the erection of a 'tombstone at
the head of his grave. A live
young reporter immediately
made a tour of-th- e city's tomb-
stone dealers and finally came to
one particularly prosperous es-

tablishment Just inside the dpor
he saw the aged proprietor chip-

ping away at a very meager
stone The reporter glanced afc
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tended for "The Honest Council-
man."

"Then youare the man with
whom "The Honest Councilman
made arrangements for his tomb-
stone?" the reporter asked.

The man nodded.
The reporter glanced around

the "room and saw a large number
of tombstones designed for pau-
per's graves.

"Ah!" the reporter ejaculated
again, "you hold the contract for
furnishing the city with the pau-
pers stones?"

"Yes," the man-replie- "The
Honest Councilman' got it fori
me.

While the man was speaking
the reporter had picked up one of
the pauper's tombstones. To the
reporter's surprise, the object wis
not stone at all, but cement clev-
erly disguised.

"That's 'The Honest Council-
man's' idea," the man explained.
"He gave me thc-contr- act with
the condition that we divide on
what was cleared "by this scheme,
and that I also contract to put up
over his grave, at his death, the
best monument in the state."

"And is that the best moms
ment in the state?'' asked the re-
porter, pointing to the poor stone
upon which the man was work-
ing.

"Well, not exactly," the man
replied . "But, you see, 'The
Honest Councilman" made a mis-

take in his jfigures when I made'
that contract with him. There
haven't been as many paupers die,

, there haven't
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