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NEW HEAD OF ASYLUM WILL ABOLISH VIOLENCE BY
REPLACING MEN ATTENDANTS WITH WOMEN

By Estelle Lawton Lindsey.
Patton,, .Cal., April 11. Dr.

John A. Reilly, who took charge
as superintendent at State Hospi-
tal fo'r the Insane here,' January
1, 1912, is man-wit- a kind
face and a jaw that looks like it
had been chipped .frond a right
angle triangle. He has convic-
tions and tKe will :to carry them
through.

"The unfortunates here- - are

Dr. John A. Reilly.
suffering for kindness ;"for the lit-

tle human touch in their sur-
roundings that can only be given
by a woman," he declared.

I believe that I can secure
better results, greater content-
ment and a higher moral tone in
this establishment by having at
least half the nursing f6rce in
the men's wards women. A man
never gets so crazy that he whol-
ly loses his respect for a woman ;

even the men attendants are more
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gentle in the presence of a
woman.

"My first change was to put
women, in the men's ward of the
receiving liospitalt. The results
have been all I could desire."

"Will you do away with men
attendants altogether?'? was
asked.

"No; but I shall gradually rer
place many who drop out, with'
women. Men in places of this
kind are restless ; they are not sat-
isfied with nursing as a life work,
while you will always find tucked
away in such institutions as this
a number of the finest old maids
and widows the world can boast.

They gladly bury themselves,
happy in the knowledge of ser-
vice to' the' unfortunate, and give
stability to a nursing force.

' "Another arrangement I have
in mind is the placing of married
couples in the large wards. In
wards where fbur nurses are
needed in constant attendance, I
shall, place two married couples,
so that the husband will always
be present to assist his wife; but
the greatest advantage from such
an arrangement is that it will do
away with the frequent scandals
that arise in all public institu-
tions.

"A woman is the natural guar-
dian of the sick and, afflicted; she
learns to love- - those who depend
upon her; and when you remem-
ber that 65 per cent of the in-

mates here will spend the rest of
their days behind these walls, you
can see that if. we do not give


