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It must not be understood that
every person, or firm, adulter
ating food is purposely doing so.
Sometimes they are unconscidus-l- y

doing 'so. There are many
practices which are indulged in
with a view of meeting competi-
tion, cheapening prices, securing
new markets and cutting under
other competitors. The persons
indulging in these practices con-
sider that they are doing a smart
business and are getting the bet-

ter of their fellow tradesmen.
They do not realize the heinous
character of the acts which they
are performing.
' As an instance of the kind of
adulteration whiqh requires no
ikill to practice, may be men-
tioned the mingling of high grade
edible oil commanding a high
price, such as olive oil, with a
cheaper product, such as cotton
ieed oil.

While there are many persons
who still think that cotton seed
oil. is injurious, and while in one
instance ascertain physician has
declared it to be one, if not the
sole, cause1 of pellagra, it is com-
ing to be the general belief
.'mjong competent hygienists that

properly refined cotton seed oil
is wholesome as well as palatable.

The mixing of two wholesome
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oils, therefore, is not regarded as
a crime, but the purpose in view
is not so much to make a cheaper
product as it is to sell the com-
bined product for more than the
two ingredients would bring, if
sold separately.

The simple method of mixing
is all that is needed in this .in-

stance. The two oils are. very,
nearly alike, in specific gravity, in
color, in viscosity and in their
other physical properties, and
hence the sacrifice of sincerity of
conduct to price is easily accom-
plished.

In contrast to this procedure
may be cited the adulteration of
spices where the mixing of the
spices with ground shells, or
other practically inert material,
must be accomplished in the most
skillful and highly technical man-
ner. '

Each of the ground spices has
certain physical characteristics
and lis own special color. Thus
the granular construction of the
ground spice must be matched
with an adulterant filler of its
own color. For the purpose of
adulterating spices are manufac-
turers prepare "fillers," that is,
various substances such as shells,
ground to different degrees of
granular composition Ayith differ-
ent tints".- - v '
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