
' IN THE TRAP
f

How a Captive's Courage
Won Him Freedom.

Months of imprisonment had
not sapped the captive's courage;
it was the suspense hat counted.
That the rajah meant to execute
him with diabolical cruelty he
knew, but why did he delay?

At first he had feared assassin-
ation but then he reflected that
Dhuleep 'Singh had put no pris-

oner to death without allowing
him a chance of liberty. Some
had fought tigers in the presence
of the court; some had been
roped, tied in sacks and flung into
reservoirs but with knives in
their hands.

A few escaped ; these had been
given high posts in the rajah's
army.

That night when the jailer
brought him his iood he thrust a
dagger into his hand and whis-

pered:
"I am your friend. Walk out at

midnight, when the "bell tolls
overhead. The guards have been
bribed."

The captive knew midnight
only by the sound of the bell,
tolled by'Brahmin acolytes, for he
dwelled in perpetual darkness in
his subteranean dungeon. He
waited t when the first strokes
rang out he felt for the handle,
turned it, pushed the door open,
and stumbled down the corrido.r
to freedom.

He could feel that he walked
between walk? of clpsely-woven

.
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wire, which turned and twisted,
so that he followed in a series of
circular movements. Suddenly
his progress was arrested by a
small oval barrier that he could
not pass.

He halted, and an instant later
a. blaze of electric light, suddenly
switched on, dazzled his eyes,
while thunderous shouts, acclaim-
ed him. When he could see lie
discovered that he was in the vast
palace enclosure. The seats were
filled around him, and in the cen-
ter, upon his throne, sat the Ra-
jah himself, clapping his hands
and smiling.

He had walked, in the darkness,
before the silent multitude of
spectators, round and round a
huge wire cage one of those
mazes of wire paths that are fre-
quently displayed at amusement
resorts. Now he stood in the cen-
ter. He understood that if he
could find the exit he would he
free.

Not quite! A door fn the arena
opened, and with a lithe leap a
large trained leopard bounded in-

to the entrance along which the
captive had come. And suddenly
he realized his fate. The beast
and he, wandering through the
maze of paths, must ultimately
meet !

Then he looked down and saw
the dagger in his hand. He hesi-
tated an instant. Then he start-
ed toward the leopard, which
picked its way cautiously along-th-

paths.
Closer and closer they ap-

proached as they followed their
routes, the man with many hesi-- "
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