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CHINA HAPPYBEGGARS WON'T STRIKE
Soochow, China, July 1. What

threatened ior a time to be the
biggest beggars' strike in Chinese
history has been averted by an
agreement between Yin Pao
Ling, representing the Allied
Beggars' Guilds of the Yangtse

This Is Yin Pao Ling, the Head
- Beggai: of China.

valley, and Secretary Ma Li Wo
of the Central China Reform As-
sociation.

Beggars' strikes are not a bit
unusual in China, but it is seldom
one of them ties up more than a
single city at a time. This one,
however, if- - it - had , eventuated,
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would have involved six import-
ant proinces and might have
spread throughout China before
it ended.

The Chinese beggars, just like
the Chinese coolies, merchant or
'any other class in China, are
strongly organized. All beggars
belong to a sort of loose federa-
tion and act together when ne-

cessity arises.
Necessity did arise some time

ago when the Central China Re-
form Association was organized.
The association is one of the pro-
gressive societies formed follow-
ing the revolution with a view to
modernizing the country. One of
ine tnings its raeraoers pieugea
themselves to was the discour-
agement of the custom of paying
blackmail to beggars.

The Chinese beggars' guilds- -

have long made it a custom to
adopt a kind of scale of donations,
with contributions of as low as
five or ten cash, or from one-quart- er

to one-ha- lf a cent per month-T- he

more prosperous are called
on to pay as high, in some in- -
stances, about 65 cents gold
monthly.

Each month the head beggar
goes' around an dx does the collect-
ing for the guild, and people who
pay up promptly are never
troubled by beggars until the
next collection day. Against
those who balk, however, strikes
are invariably declared.

A Chinese beggars' strike is
serious. Instead of refraining
from work, the striking beggars


