
strings of small copper or silver
coins.

Most of the houses in the vil-

lages are of a single story. The
kitchen is generally also the liv-

ing room, and pigs, fowls and
ducks, goats, and other domestic
animals run in and out as much
at home as the owners. The
father and mother sometimes pos-
sess a bedstead. The children,
even when grown up, have to be
content with mats spread upon
the floor, of hardened mud. The
Bulgarian housewife is a good
one. Tidiness is held in high es-

teem.
Women of the higher classes in

ihe largeV towns are often ac-

complished, and have an intelli-
gence concerning national affairs.

The Servian.race is afine, stal-

wart one, and the women are
gifted with many of the physical
characteristics of their mankind.
They are also extremely hospi-
table, energetic and thrifty. But
save in the larger towns and vil-

lages the houses are mostly mud-hovel- s.

The Servian farmer, however,
is not so poor as he looks or pre-

tends to be. He could in most
cases undoubtedly afford a more
commodious and comfortable
house. But centuries of oppres-
sion from the Turk, constant ex-

actions and frequent
have made him cautious of exhib-
iting prosperity.

The land is generally tilled by
the family and owned by the
farmer, the women doing their
share of the rough work. Their
dress is picturesque a mixture

of Oriental and European styles.
Not a few women, however, in
the southern districts wear what
is but a slight modification of
Turkish dress, with wide trous-
ers, a bolero-lik- e bodice, and
sometimes an overdress or a
shawl of bright colors. Numbers
of Servian girls dressed as men
are joining the army in the field.

Some of the Servian women
are really beautiful. They are
domesticated, good housewives
and cooks. They are also very
religious, and Ihe various feasts
of the church are strictly observ-
ed. Every family in Servia, too,
has a patron saint, the care of
whom is given to the sons, the
daughters being chiefly concern-
ed with the care of the saints of
their future husbands.
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