
COURT DECISIONS ALARM ORGANIZED LABOR
By Max S. Hayes.

Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 18. It
is recognized by conservative as
well as radical delegates that if
the court ruling is permitted to
stand or the Sherman law is, not
amended the strongest unions in
the country may be scuttled by
suits for damages instigated by
Big Business.

A few weeks ago organized la-

bor of this country received a
rude shock when the United Hat-
ters of North America were or-

dered by the United States, court
of Connecticut to pay D. E.
Loewe & Co. $240,000 damages,
besides costs amounting to a to-

tal of $260,000 because they ad-
vertised the Loewe. hats as unfair.
The case has been in court nine
years and a decision was rendered
against .the hatters once" before,
when they were ordered to pay
$222,000 damages.

The union carried the case tp
the court of appeals, then to the
supreme court, where the prin-
ciple was upheld that unions are
amenable to damagesfor boycot-
ting, under the Sherman act.
Then the district court of Connec-
ticut was- - instructed tp collect the
money and hand it over to Loewe.

On a technicality the defend-- ,
ants again carried, the case to the
United 'States court of appeals,

, and that body ordered that cer-
tain defendants, some of whom
knew nothing about the boycott
and others had died, be dismissed
and the case be retried, which was
done, with the result as stated
above. Now the hatters' case is

again being appealed to the court
of appeals.

The trials have cost nearly a
hundred thousand dollars and no-

body knows where the financial
drain will stop. Secretary Law-lo- r

of the hatters told me this
morning that while the advant-
age was now undoubtedly with
Loewe & Co,, the hatters intend
to continue the fight in the hope
that the supreme court will re-

verse itself or that congress will
amend the Sherman law and
make the amendment retroactive,
to 'save the hatters from being
compelled to pay the huge dam-

ages awarded to Loewe.
The miners are also vitally con-

cerned in this, affair, for no soon-

er was the second decision ren-

dered against the hatters when
certaih. West Virginia operators
sued the United Mine Workers of
America for $750,000 damages for
calling a strike in the Kanawha
district

So it will be seen that there are
millions of money at stake in
these legaL attacks, that those
who can, least afford to lose are
the under dog and that the very
life of trade unionism is endan-
gered, for if the treasuries of or-

ganized labor can be mulcted by
employers against whom strikes
are called, the unions will be de-

stroyed and with them the small
amount of freedom that the work-
ers still possess.

The shadow of big capitalism is
hanging over this convention as
observed in a number of import-
ant questions that will be placed


