
U. S. INVESTIGATING CHESAPEAKE BAY COLLISION;
THE AWFUL STORY OF THE SURVIVORS

The law: "In every case of collision between two vessels it
shall be the duty of the master, in so far as he can do so without
serious danger to his own vessel, crew and passengers, to stand by
the other vessel until he has ascertained that she is in need of no
further assistance, and to render the other vessel any such assist-
ance as may be practicable and as may be necessary in order to save
them from danger."

The penalty: Heavy fine and imprisonment.
What happened, according to survivors: "Our ship went

down. We clung to the rigging, which showed just above the top
of the waters. A short distance away a very short distance the
Indrakuala was lowering her life boats, and we thought we were
to be saved. But they didn't come our way. The Indrakuala turneu

"her nose to the beach and made for it full speed."

Norfolk, Va., Jan. 6. The
United States government is

making an investigation of the
wreck of the freighter Julia Luck-enbach

in Chesapeake bay near
Tangier Island, in which 21 lives

were lost.
Commissioner of Navigation

Chamberlain is on the ground
now, trying to find out what
really happened just after the In-

drakuala rammed the Lucken-bac- h.

The story told by the survivors
of the Luckenbach is one of the
most terrible that ever came out
of the sea. Here is the. story of
Second Officer William Brunn, of
New York: It is typical of all the
others :

"We were steaming slowly up
Chesapeake bay. It was foggy.
A strong wind was blowing. The
weather signs pointed to a hur-

ricane.
"Suddenly, over our bows,

loomed the great hulk of the In

m

drakuala. There was no chance
of avoiding a collision.

"I heard a rending crash, the
sound of tearing steel. I felt the
Luckenbach shiver under my feet ;

then crumple up.
"She seemed to plunge in'to the

sea almost at once. It was as if
we were dropping through the
air.

"There were just a dozen of us
on deck at the time. The rest
were below, in their bunks. There
never was a chance for them.

"The captain was the only one
of them who managed even to
reach the deck. He looked around
wildly, and as wildly rushed be-

low again to ge.t his wife.
"He carried her up from there

in his arms. He moved with in-

credible quickness. The first
wave swept over the deck. It tore
Mrs. Gilbert from her husband's
arms.

"The captain ran about the
deck, crying aloud in his agonv,
pleading for some" sign of his
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