
NEW YORK LETTER
By Norman.

New York, Jan. 6. A possible
theatrical career was demolished
at 6ne awful blow in a little town
north of New York a few even-

ings ago.
A new show was to be "tried

on the dog." A young colored
man was needed to appear in one
scene and deliver one line. The
manager engaged one of the por-
ters at the hotel where the com
pany stopped.

The deal was made Friday
night. The show was to be put on
Saturday night. The porter spent
,the remainder of Friday evening
telling all his friends he was go-

ing to. be an actor. He was so ex-
cited he couldn't sleep. He show-
ed up at the theater at 7 o'clock
Saturday morning.

All day he was there. They had
to put on a substitute for him at
the hotel. He rehearsed his part
with everybody in the company
who would listen to him. Every
ten minutes he would ask how he
was getting along as an actor. He
was informed that he was noth-
ing less than a second Bert Wil-

liams.
He was due to go on about 10

o'clock in the second act. During
the first a,ct he hovered about the
wings, with people falling over
him. When the curtain went up
on the second act the stage man-- 1

ager looked around for the second
Bert Williams and he was not to
be found.

The most thorough search
failed to reveal him anywhere, so

far as could be discovered, and a
stage hand was fixed up in a hur-

ry to deliver the line.
Next morning an actor in the

company admitted that he must
have been responsible for the
startling disappearance. He play-
ed a policeman. The young negro
had not seen him in his uniform.
And when he thus appeared, at
the beginning of the second act,
towering over the astonished
youth, and said: "I hear you've
been shooting craps!" that was
the cue for a quick exit and the
close of the stage career of Bert
Williams No. 2.

He didn't even show up at the
hotel for two days.

When Eugene Walter was as-

sisting at rehearsals of "The Eas-

iest Way," in London, he found
that some of the English actors
and actresses in the cast stumbled
over the American slang, gener-
ally having no idea what the pas-
sages meant.

One actress, who had a line she
couldn't fathom, went to the
stage director, an Englishman,
and asked him what it meant.

"Why, you see," he explained,
"the young lady has had many vi-

cissitudes and now she is sophis-
ticated."

"Oh!" said the actress. Then
she sought out Walter.

"You don't understand?" said
he. "Why, it is simply this the
girl has been handed so many
lemons that she's jerry." ,

After that the English actress
decided to speak her lines and let
it go at that.
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