
'WHY DON'T WE TAKE TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE
AND RUN THEM?" ASKS FORMER P. M. GENERAL

(Editor's Note When John
Wanamaker suggests that Uncle
Same take over the country's
telegraph and telephone systems,
it means something. For Wana-
maker, the "merchant prince" of
Philadelphia and New York, is a
conservative business man of
great wealth. He is fitted espe-
cially to speak on this subject be-

cause of Iris experiences as post-
master general. Many readers'
may object to his plan of buying
telegraph and telephone lines
outright at their present market
price, because they represent so
much "water." It may be argued
that the way to go about it is for
Uncle Sam to start competition
with them, just as he is now do-

ing with the express companies
through the parcel post, and thus
force out the water before buy-
ing them.)
By John Wanamaker, former
Postmaster General of the U. S.

I want to see the two great
servants of the people the post-offic- e

and the telegraph reunit-
ed, and the telephone brought in
to enhance the value of the com-
bination.

The electric current belongs to
the people by right, and is bound
to become their servant not of a
class, nor of th part
of the population, as at present.

The first telegraph was operat-
ed by the postoffice department,
and it was an evil hour for the
people when, against the protest
of the then postmaster general,
it was surrendered.

It was charged when I was
postmaster general that I wanted
to confiscate the telegraph prop-
erties. That was not true. It
was my idea that, under the old
act of congress, under which the
telegraph line belonging to the
government was sold it provid-
ed that the government could
take it back under certain condi- -

John Wanamaker.

tions we could begin taking up
the telegraph business, and that
the properties might be obtained
by proper valuations and fair
negotiations.

I have always believed that if
the government would take over
the service and hold the rates up
to their present standard, in the
course of three years four at the
most, the life of a single adminis-
tration the profits, with the re- -


