
Riordan factory .was dropped two
feet below the street level and
called a "basement."

Davis was going to let the mat-

ter drop there. The Day Book
pointed out that even if Ericsson
had nothing to do with the build-
ing the state factory inspector
had.

It was pointed out that the
state law ordered the factory in-

spector to inspect all factories of
TWO or more stories in height,
and that the state law said that
doors in factories shall open
OUTWARD, whereas Anna Im-roth- 's

body had been found be-

hind a door that opened IN-

WARD.
Davis promised then to sub-

poena some one from the state
factory inspector's office to ex-

plain this.
Deputy Inspector William

Price appeared at the inquest yes-
terday but he "did not care tes-
tify."

Instead of him an attorney,
Charles J. Herman, took the
stand to represent the factory in-

spector 3 office. And this was
what Herman, tilted back in the
witness chair, stroking his chin
in calm indifference, said yester-
day.

"As a general rule, we do not
testify at inquests. We always
make it a practice to keep out of
coroner's inquests unless we have
inspected the premises concerned
and have a record of them."

Coroner Davis stared at the at-

torney for a moment.
"I am sorry," he said, "that

you distinguished gentlemen

should have been asked to testify
at an inquest when you don't like
to do it." '

Then Davis demanded that
Herman read the law which says
that the state factory inspector
shall inspect such buildings as
the Riordan plant.

Herman did not want to read
the law.

"You understand, Mr. Cor-

oner," he said, "you understand,
our department is not interested
in this case. The inspection is
one which should have been tnade
by the city building department.
The city building commissioner
looks after these matters. While
we at times work in conjunction
with him, at other times we do
not. They claimed they had
jurisdiction over the Continental
Commercial Bank building until
two men were killedT there. Then
they said we had jurisdiction."

Davis demanded that Herman
read the law. The attorney did
so. It showed clearly that the
Riordan plant ought to have been
inspected by the state factory in-

spector and forced to comply with
the law. j

Mrs. Martha Shamplan, 18
years old, of 2068 Stave street,
one of the victims of the fire, re-

cently released from the hospital,
was a witness.

"I worked on the third floor,"
she said. "Anna Imroth and I
ran downstairs when the smoke
began coming up the stairs. I
got scared and ran up again to the
top floor.

"The last I saw of Anna was in
the smoke on, the first floor When


