
This is not so. And the em-

ployers know it is not so. The
secret of th strike is very sim-

ple. It is this:
In the old days, when the chief

business of the rubber factories
was turning out rubber shoes,
coats and bicycle tires, wages in
the trade were good.

Then came the tremendous im-

petus of the automobile business,
and the rubber industry became
enormously wealthy and enor-
mously greedy.

The companies established
great employment agencies that
always had plenty of men to call
on short notice from western
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and
elsewhere. They boasted of the
c fficiency of these agencies.

Gradually the companies began
to pare down wages, until ipday
the average wage in many "factor-
ies is only a third of what it was.
"Speed up" became their motto.
They put stop watches over the
most efficient men, and installed
the piece work system.

Eight years ago the first at-

tempt to unionize the rubber in-

dustry was made by the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor. Union
headquarters were raided; rec-

ords of names and members were
stolen; the attempt was broken.
There have been no attempts
since. They both have failed
because ,of the employment agen-
cies.

And meantime, the cutting of
wages and the speeding up of
tired human machines went on,
until young men became old after 1

five to ten years work in the fac-

tories.
Any man who was discontent-

ed could quit. The companies
could get plenty more men
through their agencies.

This was the situation when
the timid 300 walked out of the
Firestone plant. The news spread
like wildfire. For months the I.
WrW. had been quietly organiz-
ing the rubber workers. They
had not gone very far. They only
had about 450 names on their
rolls.

But the news of the strike of
the 300 was the torch that was
needed to start the blaze. --The
Hext day men and women and
young girls began dropping their
tools and marching out of the big
factories. By the end of the week
4,000 were out; today there are
15,000.

The big companies could hard-
ly believe it true when they saw
their men going out by the hun- -

dreds. They called on Mayor
Rockwell to do something.

Rockwell and a committee of
business men wired Gov. Cox for
troops. Gov. Cox refused to send
troops, and instead sent the state
arbitration board to see if a set-

tlement were possible. He also
sent orders to Rockwell that the
strikers were to be allowed the
right of free speech on the streets.

The employers, decided that
they would just have to recruit
their own troops; troops they
must have; armed men they
must have; although there had
not been one single act of vio-
lence in the strike except when a


