
lockout and strike last year, when
they took charge of the police
force, had thugs and
gunmen sworn in as deputy po-

licemen and sheriffs, armed with
guns and turned loose on the
town to fight the publishers' bat-
tles.

He said every large newspaper
in Chicago was losing money at
the price the papers, were sold to
the public, because the white
paper alone cost more than the
price the papers got wholesale for
their papers; and that this loss
was made up by the advertisers.
This made advertising the news-jiaper- s'

meal ticket.
This was illustrated by Thurs-

day's News, a 26 page issue. Mr.
Cochran said that with 359,000
circulation the loss on white
paper for that one day alone was
at least $700, which, of course,
had to be made up by the adver-
tisers.

Instead of being a good thing
for the people, the speaker said
that the reduction in price of Chi-

cago papers from two cents to
one, was a bad thing for both
the public and the newspapers, as
it made profits depend entirely on
advertisers; and that made the
newspapers' obligation to the ad-

vertisers greater than their ob-

ligation to the public.
He believed the report of the

Chicago Vice Commission was
suppressed by the newspapers be-

cause it placed some responsibil-
ity for vice and crime in Chicago
on large advertisers jn the loop
because of the less than living
.wages they paid.

There is an implied contract,
said Mr. Cochran, between every
newspaper and every one of its
readers, that for the price the
reader pays for the paper the pub-
lisher agrees to give him the
truth in the news ; and to color or
suppress news in the interest of
advertisers or special and power-
ful interests is obtaining money
under false pretenses.

Running newspapers for the
benefit of advertisers, he said, was
turning a newspaper from an ad-

vocate of the people into a mere
money-makin- g machine.

As for Chicago politics, he said
it appeared to make little differ-
ence which party' won at elec-
tions, for one set of newspapers
influenced the administration for
the benefit of all of the papers if
one party won, and another set
influenced it the same way if the
other party won; and in either
event the people lost.

His remedy for this was for the
people of Chicago to get busy
and take THEIR government in-

to their own hands.
Vice President Otto Schultz

presided and introduced the
speaker. The meeting was large-
ly attended.

A girl at school was asked why
the noun ''bachelor" was singular.
"Because it is very singular they
don't get married," she replied
blushingly.

o o
Los Angeles has got a principal

of a truancy school who has his
pupils whip each other. There's
more uplift for you!


