
JUDGES ARE JUST TWO-LEGGE- D MEN, WITH
ORDINARY HUMAN WEAKNESSES

BY N. D. COCHRAN
Some of the newspapers appear to be shocked at the idea of the judU

cial ermine being dragged in the mire of partisan politics, by judges getting
mixed up in the fight between newspapers and politicians over the state's
attorney election.

I'm not shocked. I'm not surprised. I'm glad to see it It's educa-
tional. It answers a useful purpose. It will help the people to understand
that judges are nothing more than two-legg- men, with hearts, lungs,
livers and bowels like all the rest of us; that they are human beings, merely
people.

I've seen a fake elephant on the stage, with one man playing the hind
legs and the other playing the fore legs both inside an elephant makeup.
But I knew it was a fake elephant all the time.

I went into the Supreme Court at Washington once and saw the judges
come into the room clothed in their solemn faces and solemn black robes.
But it didn't fool me any more than the actors in the fake elephant did. I
knew what was inside the robes nothing but human beings, two-legg-

men, and with all the human weaknesses the rest of us have.
Now when the newspapers tell me that Judge Kersten is a Hearst-Harris-on

man, and that Judge Cooper is a Sullivan, or anti-H.-- man, and
that some other judge is a Republi- -
can man, it isn't any news to me. I
knew they were men alj the time;
that they were men before they be-
came judges, and will be men when
they cease to be judges.

Knowing something about the
game of politics, I know why a politi-
cal faction claims a judge after it has
nominated him, and why judges are
in some sense slaves. I also know
enough about human nature to know
that every one of them would like to
be free.

The trouble is that under the party
system a judge can't be entirely free.
He got the nomination either because
he happened to be a Democrat or a
Republican; and because the party

I bosses let him have it I am not
speaking now of any judge in particu- -

Jr Iar, but of any judge at all who owes
his place on the bench to a party
boss or machine.

Being human a judge is grateful to
his friends, and feels under no ob-
ligation to his enemies: While a ma-
jority of the people elected him", he
feels that he owes his nomination to
the faction that supported himr for
if he hadn't been, nominated tbe peo
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ple could not have elected him.
Under the party system, he knows

the party machine is all powerful
even if he is nominated at a primary;
and if he expects to run again, he is
human enough to figure on party and
newspaper support both for renom-inati- on

and
So there isn't that obligation to

the people he would feel if he had
been nominated by petition and elect-
ed by a vote.

I saw this years ago in Toledo. I
saw that the public service corpora-
tions were very active in judicial
politics; that the corporation law-
yers took an active part in making
judicial nominations. In fact, in look-
ing into the matter all over Ohio, I

( found that in Democratic judicial dis
tricts the leading corporation lawyers
were Democrats, while in Republican
judicial districts they were Republi-
cans; and that even in the minority
parties the corporation lawyers were
active in making judicial nomina-
tions. .

Then I found that "business" was
n, and made a business of

controlling the judicial nominations

!355

uaAiAf A4iAtgteJ.-.xMrk-L- .. a -. r .. xir .4
toGtHtBMmmammmmmmmammmmammmmmumm


