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PRAISING OF JUDGE COOPER CAUSES NEAR
RIOT AT WOMAN'S CIVIC COUNCIL MEETING
The Women's Civic Council

at the Auditorium last night,
and the ladies, unbiased,

and anxious to give Judge Cooper
a fair trial, turned the meeting into
a near riot when Mrs. Margaret
Bloomer ventured to speak in de-

fense of the judge.
Mrs. Bloomer, who is president of

the Illinois Young Women's Protec-
tive League, and has been connected
with it for over ten years,' seemed
very much like a kitten that has been
enticed into a room with a saucer of
milk, only to have the door slammed
on its tail.

Dr. Lillian M. Thompson opened
the meeting, and then, fixing the ven-
turesome male reporters, who were
ejected from the last meeting, with
Icy stare, she requested them to clear
out And the women waited in stern
silence until Mrs. Roche had closed
the door on the last of them.

Mrs. H. A. Barnard read the min-
utes of previous meetings, including
a resolution of gratitude to the splen-
did women of Illinois for their splen-
did fight in, Springfield for rights to
suffrage, which never was adopted
at any previous meeting.

At this juncture a venturesome
'
male photographer tapped loudly for
admittance and without waiting to
be invited, stepped right in, though
Mrs. Roche tried to shut the door on
his feet.

"This man wants to take a picture
for the newspapers," Mrs. Roche an-
nounced. "Shall we put him out of
the room?"

"I move," Madame Chairman, that
we follow our rules and keep all men
out," said one of the ladies.

A motion was made to this effect
and seconded, and then Mrs. Minona
S. Jones pleaded that the poor man
should be banished for just a little
while, and called in later when all

s

wouldn't hurt a bit to have their pic-
tures taken.

With this amendment the motion
was carried.

Mrs. Barnard, at the request of the
chairman, gave the definition of the
law as applied to crimes tried in
Judge Cooper's court. Mrs. Barnard
was a little hazy about some of the
terms incorporated in the law, but
each time she gave her own impres-
sion of what they MIGHT mean,
which was accepted as gospel.

Mrs. Holmes, the investigator, was
not present. She had 'phoned the
chairman that she was investigating
a "case," but was so tired and weary
and worn out that she would like to
come some other time. Also a wit-
ness, who was to tell a horrible story,
had not yet shown up.

Mrs. Kathryn Rutherford arose to
tell the ladies h'ow judges were elect-
ed and the political influence back of
them. She also explained why Tony
Wise, accused of taking a girl to a
saloon, buying her beer, and taking
her to a room, had been acquitted.
It was the political influence Wise
had with the late State's Attorney
Wayman, and while Mrs. Rutherford
didn't want to speak evil of the dead,
she was of the opinion that the

attorney had died just in
time.

Somebody made a resolution in-

viting Judge Cooper to come and de-

fend himself, which resolution was
moved upon and adopted, and then
Mrs. Viola Greene made another
resolution embodying the same thing.
Mrs. Greene's resolution follows:

"I move that a committee be ap-
pointed by the Women's Civic Coun-
cil to draft a letter to Judge Cooper,
to meet with the approval of our en-
tire body, asking him to explain cer-
tain facts; why he fined these cases
instead of living up to the law and
sentencing them to the penitentiary.
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