
to the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. (the Bell trust), to sell the
automatic for $6,300,000.- -

Aid. Merriam led the fight against the deal, and charged that the tele-

phone companies, aided by certain aldermen, were trying to railroad the
amendment through without permitting the public to know what was go-

ing on. At the last meeting of the committee the automatic had been or-

dered to present an inventory of its holdings, but when Aid. Merriam asked
for it Schuyler didn't have it and answered by saying the only issue was
whether Chicago wanted two telephones or one. He kept on repeating this
like a poll parrot all through the meeting.

Aid. Bowler of the Nineteenth Ward appeared to be the telephone
company's champion on the committee. He suggested that the committee
have City Electrician Palmer make an estimate of the automatic holdings
and report to the committee next meeting.

Merriam saw through this attempt to railroad the deal through so
council could act next Monday night and opposed it. It was finally agreed
that Palmer shouldinvestigate the matter for tw$ months, which will carry
it beyond the summer vacation of council.

When Schuyler said the tunnel company was selling the automatic to
the American Telephone & Telegraph Company and not to the Chicago
Telephone company, Aid. Merriam
replied that the A. T. & T. Co. owned
the Chicago CO., and could turn the
automatic over to the subsidiary con-
cern at whatever price it saw fit, and
then the Chicago Company could
charge rates that would pay interest
on that price.

The successful fight made yester-
day by Aid. Merriam to postpone
action will give telephone users a
chance to get into action to block the
deal before further action is taken" by
council.

While Merriam was fighting to pre-
vent the 'phone trust from getting a
stranglehold on Chicago, the Attor-
ney General of the United States was
filing suit in Portland, Oregon, to dis-
solve the Bell telephone trust, charg-
ing this giant monopoly with ab-
sorbing independent companies in
Oregon, Washington, Montana and
Idaho to destroy competition, in vio-
lation of the Sherman anti-tru- st law.

In the meantime telephone users,
both of the Bell and the automatic,
in Chicago might better get posted on
the local situation and see what it
means to them if the Bell 'phone
trust is permitted to destroy com-
petition in Chicago and establish a
monopoly herp.

The ordinance under which the
Illinois Telephone & Telegraph Co.
is operating both its telephone sys-
tem and its tunnel system under the
business section of the city was
passed by the city council Feb. 20,
1899.

At the time the ordinance was be-
fore council the newspapers told the
people nothing about the tunnel part
of it. Possibly none of them knew
about the real purpose of the com-
pany. And it is possible that some of
them did.

At any rate, the franchise pro-
moters got a telephone ordinance
and then began building a tunnel
system.

However there was a provision in
that ordinance that becomes very im-
portant just now, if the plan of the
I. T. & T. Co. is to sell to the Bell
telephone trust the TELEPHONE
PROPERTY, and neither the tele-
phone nor the tunnel franchise.

And that's all the Chicago Tele-
phone Company, which is the Bell
concern, intends to buy. It is prob-
ably all the tunnel company wants
to sell. The game of the Illinois
Telephone & Telegraph Co. evidently
Is to get rid of the telephone busi--


