
WANT STATE LICENSE FOR ALL
AUTOMOBILE DRIVERS

The Mental Efficiency League,
which sent the following communi-
cation to The Day Bookt sent copies
of it to the mayor and chief of police:
Editor Day Book:

The frequency of recent automo-
bile accidents, resulting fatally more
often to innocent outsiders than to
occupants and drivers of cars, has
caused us, in the interest of public
welfare, to look up important data
on this subject:

Our data shows that 98 per cent
of accidents during the past year are
caused by OWNERS AND THEIR
FAMILIES who are untrained and
self-taug- ht both as to driving and
mechanismf; a startling testimony
against the injustice of requiring
state license from salaried chauffeurs
earning meager pay, leaving the
wealthy owners of cars from which
no certificates or qualifications are
required, free of both the time and
expense needful for protection.

This is an age of diplomas and edu-
cational qualification. There are
some five reputable automobile
schools in Chicago, one of which has
more than 5,400 graduates (chauffeur-me-

chanics) that train both own-
ers and drivers in mechanism and
road-wor- k, and so far none of the
graduates from these schools have
'been connected with the appalling list
of automobile accidents.

Owners of cars and members of
their families, some of them "slowed
down" by cigarettes, intoxicants,
midnight debaucheries, baseball-dementi- a,

football-rowdyis- m and other
physical and mental narcotics, romp
through like mad mul-
locks, without diplomas of gradua-
tion or certificates of competency of
any kind, notwithstanding the fact
that in their hands the useful auto-
mobile takes first place as the most
deadly and dangerous of human de-

vices. Self-taug- ht and untrained doc-
tors, lawyers, engineers, teachers,
etc., without diplomas or certificates

from accredited institutions of learn-
ing have no standing, although those
professions are not a hundreth part
the direct menace to life as are these
powerful swift-runni- cars in the
open streets.

The present law which forces those
who make their bread and butter
driving automobiles to pass examina-
tions and secure state licenses at
their own expense is unfair and in-

complete for public protection, and
Is a species of in the
interest of the rich that harks back
to the days when governments were
run entirely for the benefit of those
with wealth and power. Laws should
be made for PUBLIC WELFARE and
not for the mere safety of wealthy
owners who hire chauffeurs.

In view of the fact that 98 per cent
of accidents are being caused by
owners and their families who have
no licenses or certificates of compe-
tency, we recommend that a law be
passed to the following effect, viz:

"On and after January 1, 1314, no
one may drive an automobile in the
streets, of Chicago except they hold
a state license or a certificate of
graduation from an accredited auto-
mobile school, the driving privilege to
be subject to immediate revocation
on presentation of competent testir
mony as to defective sight and hear-
ing or incompetency from the use of
intoxicants or narcotics to the extent
of imparing the mind or destroying
the efficient action and nerves and
muscles."

Respectfully yours,
The Mental Efficiency League.

Per E. H. Baker, M. D.
5523 Madison av.

A frightfully henpecked man was
summoned to the bedside of his dying
spouse. For forty years she had
made his life a burden. "I think I am
dying, David," she said; "and before
I leave you I want to know if I shall
see you in a better land." "I think
not, Nancy," he replied "not if I pee
you first"


