
Thaw may flee for. refuge may refuse
to allow Mm to. enter oh the ground
that he is "undesirable;"

Immigration Inspector. O'Donnell
today declared that Thaw was "abso-
lutely safe in another state or coun-
try from action by the officials of
New York."

New York authorities are power- -

Harry K. Thaw. .

less. They cannot issue a requisition
because Thaw'is not a fugitive from
justice. He was acquitted of murder.
Legally in New York he is only an
"insane patjent."

State- - department officials today

declared they did not think any.for-ei- g

nnation would honor a "request"
from this government for the return
of Thaw. They doubted indeed, the
authority of this government to
make such a request.

Dr. Benjamin R. Logie, the govern-
ment's insanity expert for years, said:

"Thaw cannot be returned. He is
gone forever if he is out of New
York. He is not insane in any other
state and is at perfect liberty except
in New York. He has committed no
act by escaping for which he can be
arrested in any other state or coun-
try. It looks to me like Thaw is free
except that he will be debarred for-

ever from scintillating along The
Great White Way."

Senator Borah, one of the fore-
most lawyers in Congress, expressed
similar views.

"I suggest," he said, "that it will'
probably be found that if intercepted
and adjudged insane Thaw will have
to be put in an asylum in the .state
where that judgment is made. He is
not, within the law, an escaped crim-
inal. If he be caught, it must be on
a charge of insanity, which will lead
to an examination and either to his
discharge or commitment. Extra-
dition does not generally apply to the
insane."

Senator Reed of Missouri said the
return of the insane from one state
to another was based on "the rule
that tie state to which they fled
should not be burdened with the ex-

pense of keeping them. All such ex-

tradition, he admitted, as well as the
extradition of escaped criminals was
conditionally upon the willingness of
state officials.

"The rights of an insaine person
in a state where he has not been
committed to an asylum," said Reed,
"never have been fully tested. A
great deal will depend on this case,
on the laws of the state where Thaw
may be found."

The senators agreed that no fed-

eral official could assist in the hunt
for Thaw.


