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REPORT SAYS COOK COUNTY

WASTES $1 ,072,000 A YEAR

The annual report issued yesterday
by the Cook County Civil Service
Commission was a strong indictment
of the method of appointment to pub-

lic offices.
In the report the commission says

Cook county spends $1,072,000 a year
that could be saved if civil service
rules were properly applied.

This represents just about ialf the
amount now spent. The commission
also 'finds alarming facts concerning
the manner in which some of the of-

fices are conducted since the Su-
preme Court held the county civil ser-
vice act unconstitutional.

Hie offices particularly referrpd to
are those of the county treasurer,
county clerk, sheriff, clerks of the
Circuit, Superior, County, Probate
and Criminal Courts, the state's at-
torney, toard of assessors, board of
review, coroner, recorder and elec-

tion commissioners.
The report accuses the heads of

these departments of being forced to
place all-th- positions in their depart-
ments at the disposal of the county
central committee of whatever party
they happen to be affiliated with.

It is said that this condition has
prevailed for the past twenty years,
with the exception of the period ex-
tending from July, 1911, until Feb.
20, 1913, when the civil service law
was knocked out.

The report further says that at
least thirty or these men who had
county jobs handed to them by the
grace of political bosses are also on
the payrolls of the city, state and
park districts.

Accusing several of the appointees
as being "grotesque misfits" the re-
port reads: "Recently a politically
appointed clerk making out tax bills
had to be urged not to add $10 more
to last year's taxes. A record writer,
similarly chosen, by writing "Elsie"
instead of "Alice" in the real estate
records, cost a citizen the expense of

proceeding in equity. A saloonkeeper
of undoubted parts in the liquor busi-
ness was made a clerk and his duties
were subsequently abolished to save
the office books from ruin. In an-

other instance an excellent teamster
was named and forcibly appointed
stenographer. A fiat building janitor
Tjecame an extension clerk."

The commission estimates that
there are 40,000 county employes and
that they control at least 80,000
votes.

"It is only by a comprehensive
civil service'law," says the report,
"that these people can be saved from
political exploitation."
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THREE KILLED IN LABOR DAY

AUTO ACCIDENT
David L. Gardiner, a wealthy real

estate man of Aurora, and his daugh-
ter, Helen, were killed, and his wife
and another daughter were seriously
injured when their automobile went
intora ditch on the St. Charles road,
between Elgin and Aurora, Labor
Day.

In another accident, John Nemec,
a saloonkeeper, 561 W. 16th St., was
killed and four other members of an
automobile party injured when a ma-

chine operated by Joseph Moudry,
2522 S. Clifton av., rolled down an
embankment two miles west of Al-

gonquin.
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ACID IN WATER THE CAUSE OF
BOAT EXPLOSIONS?

Pittsburgh, Pa., Sept. 2. The pos-

sibility of acid in the water of the
Ohio river being responsible for the
explosion of a boiler on the Steam-
boat Alice, causing the loss of nine
lives, is being investigated by Cor-

oner Samuel C. Jamison. Three
steamboats have been "blown up with-
in eight years at Neville Island where
this accident occurred. A series of
tests will be made to determine if
boilers are not weakened by some- -
thing in the water so that it becomes
dangerous to fire them to the pres-
sure allowed by the-la-
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