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instruction. Good is more of a vet-
eran and his baseball characteristics
'are more strongly formed.

Given a strong running mate for
Leach and Schulte, Evers. will turn
out a winning team next season, one
which will give them all, from top
to bottom of the list, a battle. The
pitching staff has been propped up,
the catchers are up to the mark, and
the infield contains a pleasing array
of talent. Maybe that outfielder is al-

ready on the payroll, only needing de-
velopment. Playing it safe, perhaps
he isn't. But such an insect must
be found.

The ambition of Mike Mitchell's
life has been stifled, and worst of all,
by his former mates on the Cub team.
Since he went to Pittsburgh Mike has
played several games against the
West Siders. And in these contests
he has been about the softest propo-
sition in the batting line encountered
by Cheney, Humphries & Co.

Against the other teams Mike
wields the baton with deadly effect
His average has climbed with steady
strides and Mitchell is pleased there-
at. But it is a cinch he would be will-

ing to sacrifice a few points against
the other clubs if he could bust the
shoots of the Cub flingers and break
up a few games to the sorrow of John
Evers. That is the nature of a. ball-

player., He wants to make the club
that canned him sorry, and he knows
no better way to do it than by taking
a prominent part in the club's defeat.

Despite the, terrific stcain on his
arm early in the season, when he was
called .on for almost daily duty dur-

ing the cold weather, Larry Cheney
retained remarkable effectiveness
through the campaign. Now with the
race practically 'run, and-th- e result-
ant let-do- in nervous tension,
Cheney is suffering from his spring
'efforts.
' The weakening is not apparent in
the number of hits made off Larry,
as he is even more effective than
'usual in that line, but he has been
wilder in the last few games than at

any time during the year. Wild
pitches have marred an otherwise
stellar performance on several occa-
sions. An example:

Yesterday against Pittsburgh he
allowed two hits in eight innings.
Three runs scored. Three bases on
balls and two wild pitches were, in
the main, responsible, though a cou-
ple of boots by Evers assisted in the
downfall.

If the Cubs are to win the city ser-
ies Cheney must travel at his best
gait. A streak of wildness and C.
Webb Murphy may as well content
himself with the loser's share of the
gate receipts. With the brand of
pitching that will be provided by the
Sox boxmen, low scores are expected,
and a wild pitch at a critical time is
likely to work havoc.

There is considerable doubt whetfv
er.Pitcher Koestner of the
Pacific Coast League is to become a
Cub. Brooklyn tuTned over its option
on JKoestner to the Cubs, and Mur-
phy mailed a check to the Dodger
officials to complete the deaL Now
President Maies of Venice declares
that Koestner is not the property of
Murphy. The matter may have to go
to the national commission.

Red Corriden was hit in the mouth
by a batted ball during practice yes-
terday and had to quit. His lips were
badly cut and much blood was spilled.

Harry Lord and the gang of reg-
ulars he took to Portland, Me., to en-
tertain the home folks are on their
way home today. The Sox won, 2 to
1. As a game it was a fine burlesque.
Bill Lathrop was in a serious mood
and pitched regular ball after he re-
lieved Cicotte in the sixth.

During the city series it is pro-
posed to have a side event, a contest
for the exhibition pitching champion-
ship between Earl Moore of the Cubs
and Lathrop.

Branch Rickey, new manager of
the Browns, is in town with Ma ag-
gregation of stepping stones. Though
they are last in the league, the
Browns have been about the hardest
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