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state of Illinois. This is notta figure o" 3rc:c:i. It is a fact The state of t
Illinois and the Illinois Central work together. Under the terms of the con-- 1

tract between the state of, Illinois and the Illinois Central, the state is sup- -
posed to receive seven percent of the earnings of the Illinois Central. This
is a participatlon-in- . the revenues of the business. The governor of the state
of Illinois is a director of the Illinois Central Railroad Company. ,.

This, is a participation in the management of the Illinois Central by$he
state of Illinois. Clearly these facts establish a partnership both in law
and in common sense. f

"On September 30, two years ago, the shopmea of the Illinois Central
were locked out by the company. The men did not strike. It is not a strike. -

It is a lockout. There was no con-
troversy between the men and the
company as to terms of employment,
such as wages, hours,, etc. The
shopmen went to the company in a
committee to treat with the company
concerning their contract of employ-
ment. The committee represented
the organized shop crafts on the Illi-

nois Central. The organization was
named the System Federation. It
was an effective, economical and
logical form of organization. The
officials of the company refused to
treat with these representatives of
the men. They insisted that the
shopmen on the Illinois Central did
not have the right to organize into
a System Federation. The men
(claimed their right of organization to
be an inalienable one. They refused
to abandon their rights as free men.
They knew that the surrender of the
right to organize meant a submission
to industrial slavery. They knew
that dollars had a right to organize
under the law. A corporation is an
organization of dollars. The state of
Illinois gave the Illinois Central the
right to be a corporation.

"We want to know if the state' of
Illinois as a great sovereign state
in the republic, the partner of the
Illinois Central Railroad Company,
sanctions and approves the stand
taken by the Illinois Central that de-

nies to free citizens of the state the
right to organize? We want to
know whether the sovereign state of
Illinois js willing to give dollars the
right to organize Irilo corporate form
and deny this right to men. Unhsn
meri 'Americans, free men every

where are interested in learning r

whether this is the public policy of a
state in the republic.

"Forty thousand men were com-- :
pelled to abandon their places on the I
Illinois Central and Harriman lines or
submit to a surrender of their rights ,
as free men. They chose to face
starvation rather than compromise
their freedom. j

"President Wilson recently ap- - f

pointed a commission of nine mem- - ,

bers, known as the Industrial Re- -,

lations Commission. Three members
of this commission represent the pub- - r
lie, three represent organized labor
and three represent the employers.
This commission is given authority
to inquire into existing relations be--
tween employers and employes, and j
into the general condition of labor
especially Tvhere the employer is a'
corporation. The commission is a
new experiment. that we
petition this commission to hear the ,
cause of the 40,000 men, citizens of y
America, versus the greed of the Uli- - :
nois Central and Harriman lines.
This cause could be the first case
submitted to the commission n -

ould attract hation wide attention. ,j
we comu marsnai Deiore tnis com- - j
mission an array of facts that would
astound the public. This commis- - ,
sion will not be bound by the narrow r
rules governing admissibility of evi--'t

dence in courts of law, but will no
doubt throw down the bars and make
a sweeping inquiry. If they do we
could present facts showing the hu- - j
man side of this struggle the. wayr
the owners of the Illinois Central live
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