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2,000,000 UNION MEN ARE
REPRESENTED AT MEETING

By Max S. Hayes,
Labor Leader and Delegate to Thirty-Thir- d

Annual Convention.
Seattle, Nov. 4. The thirty-thir- d

annual convention of the American
Federation of Labor which will begin
two weeks' session in this city next
Monday, will celebrate the passing of
the 2,000,000 mark in membership
and sound a new slogan, "Now for
3,000,000!"

Practically all of the 118 interna-
tional unions comprising the federa-
tion will show substantial progress
during the past year in members
gained, in wages increased, hours of
labor reduced, benefits established,
finances strengthened, etc.

The most serious strike? were
those of the miners, who gained, a
compromise inxWest Virginia which
virtually revolutionizes old condi-
tions, and who are now engaged in
hard struggles in British Columbia,
Colorado and Michigan to compel the
operators to treat them as human
b'eings. In the face of all obstacles
the coal miners have gained nearly
a hundred thousand members during
the past year and now have close to
400,000 men enrolled. The metal
miners have also made steady gains,
as have the carpenters, painters,
machinists and other of the larger
Organizations.

It is frequently charged, and com-
monly understood that the A. F. of L,
is hostile to the principle of industrial
unionism, but there is nothing in the
laws or procedure of the federation
to warrant such an assumption.

Indeed this very year the interna-
tional organizations of plumbers and
steamfitterS have been combined, ex-
cept in a few isolated places, thus
guaranteeing jurisdiction to but one
big union in the pipe-fitti- industry.
The Brotherhood and Amalgamated
carpenters are also voting on the
Question of combining and indica-
tions are that the decision of the
rank and file will be'favorable. Sev
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eral years ago the Amalgated wood-
workers were merged with the car-
penters.

The five international unions in the
printing trade are about to confer
on the question of forming a close
federation along industrial lines, and
half a dozen craft organizations in
the clothing business are also dis-

cussing the question of merging their
interests.

Union combinations have been per-

fected and were discussed before the
I. W. W. was born, and they have
been going forward just about as fast
as the memberships were ready to
adopt them., t has been a matter of
education and practical experience
that hastened or retarded the work,
not only in Amerir a, but throughout
the civfiize'd, world.

It has been rumored that candi-
dates will again oppose Samuel Gom-pe- rs

for presidential well as other
members of the" executive council.
Heretofore" only the radical element
has opposedJ;he Administration, but
there a prominent inter-
national union official who has been
arrayed on the conservative side of
the house is ambitious to become
president, and that if the time Is con-

sidered opportune his friends will en-

ter him in the racsp -
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CARRIED AWAY WITH ..THE'

MUSIC
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