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ITS UP TO HOUSEWTVESYO BAND TOGETHER
AND HAUL THE PRICE OF EGGS DOWN

What is believed to be an attempt
to corner the supply of eggs here
and in other large cities until they
bring extortionate prices is suggest-

ed by the fact that there are millions
of dozens of eggs being held in cold
storage while consumers are paying
as high as 60 cents a dozen in some
cities. Seventy-fiv- e cents a dozen for
fresh eggs is being demanded in New
York, where there are between

and 30,000,000 dozens of
eggs which have been hoarded in
cold storage plants for months.

In this city there were 5,000,000
eggs in cold storage plants up to a
few weeks ago when about 2,000,000
dozen were sent to New York when
the price of eggs jumped out of sight,
the Chicago holders being eager to
get into a field where the profits are
so large.

The retail price of eggs here ranges
today from 42 to 46 cents, after
climbing steadily all week. A repre-
sentative of the Austin Cold Storage
Co. admitted that this supply is being
held in the belief that the price of
eggs will be forced to 60 cents before
Christmas.

Rep. John M. Nelson of Wisconsin,
who recently headed a House probe
into cold storage operations, stated
that the conditions surrounding the
reported corner in eggs, presum-
ably to bring extortionate profits to
those behind the corner, appear al-
most identical with those disclosed in
the government's suit against the
Elgin Board of Trade. This suit con-

cerned butter.
"The egg situation," Nelson said,

"only illustrates the general difficulty
of lowering the cost of food products
to consumers. There are so many
organizations of jobbers between the

producer and the consumer part-
ners in a gentlemen's agreement
all of which work deliberately to put
up the price of food commodities at
certain times of the year, that, al-

though supreme efforts have been
made to lower food prices, the ulti-
mate consumer will never feel their
benefits."

Before the House interstate com-
merce committee today is a proposed
law, fathered by Representative Vare
of Pennsylvania, aimed to "put file
cold storage trust" out of business.
The bill is on the committee's calen-
dar for early consideration at the
December session of Congress.

Under penalties of $1,000 fines for
every offense, the Vare bill would
absolutely prohibit shipment of eggs
held in storage over ten months. It
also proposes that all storage prod-duct- s,

whether held ten days or ten
months, shall by stamped, labeled or
marked conspicuously showing the
exact time they have been stored.

Another clause is that
proposing an elaborate cold storage
inspection system by the Department
of Agriculture, and providing that
monthly reports of amounts of prod-duc- ts

on hand be made by every
warehouse and published by the gov-
ernment.

Mrs. Eva Chamberlain, treasurer
of the National Housewives League,
has sent out an urgent appeal to the
housewives of the United States to
join in a national boycott against
cold storage eggs speculators.

"If the women of the country will
refuse to pay more than 32 or 35
cents a dozen for eggs," she declared,
"and the cold storage people do not
come down to that price, the House-
wives' League can furnish them with
10,000,000 to 15,000,000 dozen eggg
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