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Woodrow Wilson, being a historian

as well as a statesman, undoubtedly
has familiarized himself with the life
history of the only man who ever in-

vaded Mexico and stayed there.
- This unfortunate gentleman's
name is Hernando Cortez. The Mex-

icans had no guns or armor, and
Cortez had both. The Mexicans
thought Cortez a god, and this
was a handicap in the fighting for
the Mexicans. The Spaniards under
Cortez had horses a new and fear
some thing to .the Aztecs. Cortez had
several hundred of the best soldiery
in the world; but, with all these ad-
vantages, he would have been killed
and his army annihilated if it had not
been for one thing, with the history
of which our astute president is per-

fectly familiar.
Cortez found one faction of the

Aztecs anxious to fight another fac-

tion, and he let the Mexicans whip
one another. He helped one side, and
when the invasion was over he ruled
both sides.

A Paris newspaper tells the world
that the powers of Europe should
make it known to the United States
that humanity has nothing to gain
from armed intervention in Mexico
by us. Evidently Europeans.are quite
without any understanding of the
characters of Woodrow Wilson and
William Jennings Bryan. They seem
to believe that their hostility to Huer-t- a

and his methods implies armed
hostility unless Huerta yields.

A great many Americans are
equally ready to rank Wilson and
Bryan among those diplomats who
talk one thing and mean another.
All these people are misled by the
fact that they cannot believe in the
honesty of any man in the field of
diplomacy. But these two men are
honest, even in diplomacy, and what
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they have said they mean.
They have said that there will be

no armed intervention In Mexico; and
the Paris paper and Europeans ' in
general will do well to believe them.
Wilson has so acted that most Amer-
icans have left Mexico, and those re-
maining have decided to take their
chances there, no matter what hap-
pens. The government is now strip-
ped for action but the action will
not be intervention.

Huerta will probably continue to
defy the United States. The wages
of a Mexican president are very good

and Lord Cqwdray is said to be
sending money for Huerta's pur-
poses. Doubtless Huerta's purposes
comprise a fat bank account some-
where on the continent against the
inevitable rainy day. Such is the way
of dictators.

Huerta's defiances and insults will
not move Washington to revenge or
punitive measures. Intervention
would make' Huerta a national hero
instead of an assassin-usurpe- r. It
would prolong the period during
which he could make those deposits
abroad of Cowdray's money. He is
a stormy petrel, and the storm can-
not blow too wildly for him, so long
as it does not engulf him. H& may
even declare war on the United
States as a means of prolonging the
fruitful period of management of
Mexican taxes, duties and loans.

But even should he declare war,
there is no reason to expect that Wil-
son will send a single soldier into
Mexican territory. Wilson will be apt
to show him a trick worth two of
that. He wilj doubtless refuse to
recognize Huerta's authority to de-

clare war. A bandit cannot, declare
war so as to bind the Mexican peo-
ple. We should merely laugh at Huer-
ta, and still regard the people of Mex-

ico as at peace with the people of the
United States.

But, no doubt, Wilson would take


