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It will put an old man in there at low
wages and merely wait for the victim
to expire. If the place is a small
store, handling tobacco among other
things, the United Cigar Stores Co-- ,

will pursue another method. If the
store has a demand for only one
brand of trust goods, it will not sell
that brand, unless the store buys oth-

er goods also. The company does
this very diplomatically, but surely,
and in that way force their goods on
the store and the market

When it comes to selling the trust
goods the smaller merchant is at a
handicap and this is because of Unit-
ed Cigars Stores Co. coupons.

The coupon strikes the smoker's
imagination. He imagines he is get-
ting something for nothing. The cou-
pon is a great factor in helping to
perpetuate the monopoly, for when
a 'man is saving coupons he will buy
where he can get them. The inde-
pendent store tha,t sells trust goods
must sell them at the same price as
the United Stores, but has not the
coupon to offer as an inducement.
Result the little fellow goes to work
for the United Stores as a clerk.

The Retail Dealers' Association of
Washington, Oregon and California,
will meet in Seattle, January 10 to 14,
and take up these questions. There
is a bill being drafted and will prob-
ably be presented to the present ses-
sion of Congress toy Senator Duncan
U. Fletcher of Florida. The bill aims
to tax the coupon sufficiently to do
away with it. The coupon, it is claim-
ed, is a fraud," because it is not, ac-
cording to the United Cigar Store
Co., a profit-shari- scheme. The
coupon is supposed to represent 4 per
cent of the amount of purchase, but
if the company makes 50 per cent
profit on the premium then it only
represents 2 per cent.

Florida, Washington, New York
and, Massachusetts are among the
states that have fought the coupon,.

I


