
WINTER SPORTING DOPE FROM EVERYWHERE

Willard and Smith Are Matched
Petroskey Recovers.

According ito a dispatch from San
Francisco, Gunboat Smith and Jess
Willard' have been matched to fight
for the heavyweight championship of
America July 4 in that city.

This news busts in just when if was
thought that great strides has been
made toward a safe and sane cele-

bration of Independence day. It puts
the kibosh on the belief.

Smith is the recognized champion,
but Willard is hardly a tip-to- p runn-

er-up for the title. Two or three oth-

er mills could be made that would
provide better sport, a match be-

tween Smith 'and. Levinsky or Smith
and Carpentier, the Frenchman, for
instance.

Williard, in his recent fights, has
not exhibited anything tnat would en-

title him to championship considera-
tion, even among the lumpy crop of
fighters now hogging the limelight
(heavy on ) as white hopes.

Sailor Petroskey, who was to have
fought Jimmy Clabby in Los Angeles
last Saturday, came out of the hos-

pital today, and his speedy recovery
is expected. There is no chance for
the men to fight before Feb. 12, and
a match will probably be arranged for
that date. In the meantime Clabby
is being offered battles with George
Chip, Jack Dillon and Jim Houcl:,
with San Francisco, Denver and Mil- -

W by will probably keep away from
these good boys until after he mixes
with Petroskey.

Danny Goodman and Patsy Drouil-lar- d'

have been matched to fight eight
rounds in Windsor, Ont, some time
in February.

Elmer Duggan of Whitland, Ind.,

first baseman of the Decatur Three
Eyes team, said today he had received
an offer from the Indianapolis club
of. the Federal league to play first
base. -

We Don't Know Anything; About Thi3
Unravel It,

If all the telegraphic reports now
being published are true, some ball-
players will soon be affected by writ-
ers' cramp from signing contracts
for the coming season.

Last week we were wised to the
fact that Mike Mowrey had put his
name to a contract calling for serv-
ice with the Baltimore Feds. Now
comes Mike with the assertion that
he will be a member of the Pirate
crew. Take your choice of the two.

Enos Kirkpatrick, Brooklyn infield-e- r,

is supposed to have signed with
the Baltimore Feds. A representative
of that team was quite open about
showing a contract with Kirkpat-rick- 's

name written on the bottom.
President Ebbets of the Dodgers

says Kirkpatrick has signed with the
Brooklynites. Once more some one
is being fooled.

And here's the biggest puzzle of
all.

Bill Killifer, Philly catcher, for the
last two weeks has been looked on
as property of the Chicago Feds.
Manager Tinker labored under that
belief, and so did Red Dooln, Bill's
boss last year, as he shot off columns
of hot criticism of Killifer's action
and labeled him an ingrate,

And from Kalamazoo, Mich., a wire
says that Killifer has met some offi-

cials of the Philly club and is un-
decided what he will do.

President Weeghman of the local
Feds not only says that Killifer has
signed a contract to perform with
Tinker, but has also been handed a
slice of advance coin by the treas-
urer.

Here are three little problems, to
each of which there is a correct an-
swer. A nice dried prune will be given
as a prize for their solution:

The startling stunt that Barf John-
son; was. going tor pull on the Federal


