
THE QUESTION 13, CAN THE U. C. PROVIDE THE
BRAINS IF "BRAINS IT HAS IN1X".'

BY JANE WHITAKER
yhether deception is intentional or

unintentional is" a .matter of proof,
therefore it is not my intention to
state whether the deception prac-

ticed by the United Charities in the
issuance of its report is intentional
or unintentional, but merely that it
exists.

On one of the pages of the begging
letteis the U. C. is now sending out
is a report of its work for the year
1912-19- which, judged by the fa-

miliar saying which is nevertheless a
fallacy, that "figures do not. lie,"
would indeed be a marvelous show-
ing.

This report states that the assist-
ance given the poor is 74.6 per cent
of the amount collected by the United
Charities.

If you wish to use the word "as-
sistance" in the broadest possible
sense, including assistance offered
and not received, this statement
might be taken at its face value, for
the assistance includes "94,458.70
spent in training the unskilled, secur-
ing work for the handicapped, getting
hospital and medical care for the ill,
and carrying out rehabilitation
plans."

But. if you go over it carefully and
wisely, you are forced to acknowl-
edge that this $94,458.70 is in reality
salaries.

To train the unskilled, the U. C.
pays supervisory housekeepers. To
secure work for the. handicapped, the
U. C. utilizes in most cases the Mary
Crane Nursery, where women are
paid wages that are disgraceful in
view of the work the women must do.
Also the U. C. has a lot of "philan-
thropic" acquaintances who will let
a man do menial work at scab wages.
But neither of these means of getting
employment for the handicapped
costs the U. C. anything. And they
and their philanthropic friends are
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able to save money by the use of such
labor.

"Getting medical and hospital care
for the ill" is a farcical item to be in-

cluded in the amount of money they
spend. The medical attention is
given by the physician employed by
the county, or by some physician
charitably inclined, or forced by the
U. C. to be charitably inclined when
he finds he cannorcollect his bill.

, The hospital aid is charged up by
tfie various hospitals to their own ex-

penses and the patients occupy, beds
in hospitals donated by philanthrop-
ists, not to the U. C, but to the hos"-pit- al

to which the patient has been
sent

We have previously gone' into the
matter of "rehabilitation." There
isn't any doubt but that a good
amount of the time of the U. C. em-

ployes is spent in the rehabilitation
mania, but there is equally small
doubt that the money they spend this
way is as useless as if they spent it
in wild-c- at mining stock, for the re-

habilitation process of moving a fam-
ily from one basement fiat into an-

other and charging the expense of
moving them to "rehabilitation" is a
jest, to say the least.

But the deception lies in the fact
that the greater part of this sum of
$94,458.70 should be charged to sal-
aries of "rehabilitators, investigators
and visualizers."

Also the report includes in the as-

sistance to the' poor the very surpris-
ing sum of $3,543.67 as visitors' car-
fare, which means that the poor pay
the visitors' carfare, else why is it not
included in U. C. expense?

In addition to this sum above men-
tioned that should have been placed,
as expenses, the U. C. modestly ac-
knowledges that it spent the enor-
mous amount of $75,325.78 in ex-

penses, including salaries, and if we
include the visitors' carfare as an ex-
pense and the expense of rendering;


