
CANAL WILL FORCE MIDWEST TO DEVELOP.
RIVER TRANSPORTATION, SAYS QUICK i

BY HERBERT QUICK
The Panama canal has always been

in great favor in the central portions
of the country as a prospective regu
lator of railway rates.

It is time,- however, for the manu
facturers of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois
Kentucky, Michigan, Wisconsin, Min
nesota: Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, Ne
braska and "ail region's similarly sit-

uated to awake'.tVthe probability of
changed business conditions when
the canal' is opened.

Can they hold their western busi
ness when the Eastern and Southern
states are able to ship through the
canal? At this time the Midwestern
manufacturer is favorably situated
for getting business for several nun
dred miles back from 'the Pacific
coast. These regions have to be
served by railways, and the Midwest
has the.shorter haul,

But, suppose that, with the canal
opened, the Eastern manufacturers
are able to ship for half or two-thir-

the railway tariff? Will they not be
able to distribute from San Francisco,
Portland. Seattle and Tacoma on
such terms as to empower them to
take the business from the Midwest- -
erners? Will not the Water rates
from the Eastern and Gulf ports via
the canal, plus the railway rates east-
ward from the Pacific, be less than
rail rates from the Midwest? In
other words,-wil- l not the coast region
which can most easily be served from
the Pacific ports be extended hun-
dreds of miles eastward, to the preju-
dice of the Midwestern manufacturer
and the advantage of the, Eastern
concerns?

So goo.d an authority as thejtrans-portatio- n

editor of the London Times
thinks so..

The remedy, however, is in' the
hands of the Midwest. If a water-
way .brings on a great new commer-
cial' fight, waterways must be used
to win. it. The cure for the evils of

waterways, if any develop, is more
waterways.

The Missouri, the Ohio, the Mis- -i

sissippi, the Cumberland, the Tennes-
see and many other Midwestern
rivers must give the same --treatment
which the Rhine, the Danube, the
Volga and other European rivers i
have had. They must be improved.
Their channels must be deepened.
New sorts of boats must be built for
the economical handling of freight.
Public docks and wharves must be
equipped with modern freight-handlin- g

machinery. Business must go to
the Gulf by water, and by water to
the Pacific coast and to all the rest
of the world.

Within two years men who have
always laughed at these streams will
have ceased to laugh. They will be
organizing to promote waterway de-

velopment to save their own financial
skins.
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BUT NOT THAT KIND H

"Say, grandpa, kick this bucket
will yuh?"

Why,-- what for?" replied the be
wildered old gentleman.

Well, I heard pa say that he would
get $10,000 when you kicked the
bucket"


