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Big Sisters and Big Brothers.
When Lieut. Patrick E. Hogan of
Desplaines street station gave Police-
woman Mary C. O'Connell her detail
he said:

"Officer O'Connell, you will be sta-
tioned at the Union railway station
in South Canal street. You are direct-
ed to "give, especial attention to the
women, girls and children there. You
are to assist any woman that needs
assistance, and be a sort of big sister
to her."

That's fine. I wish similar instruc-
tions would be given by Mayor Har-
rison or Chief Gleason to the entire
police force.

If I were mayor of Chicago, I would
make a talk something like this to the
entire force of men:

"Gentlemen of the Chicagov police
force, in your daily duty ybu are
sworn officers of the law. You uni-
formed policeman are about the only
part of the law that the great mass
of men, women and children see and
coihe in contact with. They ire quite
apt to base their opinion of the law
on your conduct as officers of the
law, guardians of their rights and
preservers of the peace.

"The surest w,ay for all officers of
the law to teach respect for the law is
to respect it themselves; and I.know
of no better way of teaching respect
for the law than for its officers to so
conduct themselves in the. .perform-
ance of duty that all citizens will feel
that the law is their friend and not
their enemy.

"I want you to help the weak, and
restrain the strong from overstepping
their-rights- . I think you will enjoy
your duty more if .you will assume
the attitude of a big brother to all
men, women and children, and make
them feel that they-- can come to you
for protection.

""In .addition to your physical
strength and good health, you have
not only weapons of defense but in

addition to that you. are clothed with
the authority of the law.

"With the great majority neither
your weapons nor your physical
strength will be needed in the- - per-

formance of your duty; for by far
the greater part of the people will
submit to your authority.

"You see it daily shown by the traf-
fic officers, at whose mere motion
rich and poor alike will move on or
stand still. No revolver, club or billy
is needed to hold back the' rich and
powerful in their automobiles, or the
beggar who would cross the street.

"All feel that the traffic officer is
there to represent the majesty of the
law, to prevent accidents by regulat-
ing the flow of traffic; to save life and
to see that each citizen is protected
in his rights.

"There is no reason why the detec-
tive, the policeman on the beat, in
fact, every member of the force,
should not assume the same attitude
toward the people. .

"If our country is indeed a demo-- '
cracy, then the people are master
and we are their servants. Every in-

telligent officer of the law can understand

the joy of serving.
"In the eye of the law every person

accused is presumed to be innocent
until proven guilty. No officer of the
law has a right usurp the functions
of judge and jury by finding any ac-
cused citizen guilty and proceeding to
punish him.

"It will be your duty often to make
arrest. No violence is necessary
where there is no resistance. Even
when there is resistance, use no more
violence than ia necessary to perform
your duty. It is no part of your duty
to administer punishment.

"In short, let each officer assume
the attitude of a big brother and pro-
tector of men, women and children
a friend of the people. When officers
of the law assume that attitude, no
members of the community will com-
mand greater respect and admiration
than they.

"I know of no better rule of con- -


