
HERO SWEPT OVER ROARING DAM TO
EATH SACRIFICE SAVES THREE MEN , ,

QBE
Plunging Over the Dam Into the Raging Waters Below,

Shenandoah, Va., March 31. J.
Wesley Manning, 17, Shenandoah
schoolb6y ,died splendidly in the
swollen waters of the Shenandoah
river here, trying with indomitable,
heroism to save others from drown
ing.

Johnson B. Rothgeb, two years
younger than Wesley, went twih him,
but escaped his. fate. One of the men
whom they went to rescue was saved
by clinging to the boys' boat.

A thousand feet above where the
waters of the river, at flood stage;
plunged over the escarpment of a
dam, four men were thrown into the
current by the swamping of their
boat. One sank immediately and was
drowned. Another, a powerful swim-
mer, swam to the bank. "Two, James
Davis and Edward Hall, were carried
toward the dam.

Wesley and Johnson went to the
aid of these two in a poorly equipped
rowboat. Lacking oars,, they were
compelled to use one canoe paddle
and a pole.

Before the boys could reach the
swimmers, the latter had been carried
dangerously near to the dam. THey
overtook Davis, pulled him into their
boat, and were just Teaching for Hall
when he sank and was lost o sjght in

the muddy water. They were then
but ten feet above the dam. Immedi-
ately both boat and swimmer were
carried over the fall.

The boat was capsized and its three
occupants were carried away from it
by the whirling current. Hall, by
sheer good luck, was thrown to the
surface of the water near the up-
turned boat. He grabbed it, floated
down with it, and was eventually res-
cued by a man in another boat Davis
and young Rothgeb, possibly because
they were favored by the current,
managed to reach the bank, some
eight hundred feet below the dam.
Wesley Manning was caught in the
main current and swept down
stream, j

Then began a desperate losing
struggle for life. Wesley, though ex-

hausted by his efforts to manage his
awkward craft and by
his plunge over the dam, swam pluck-il- y

across the swift current, ap-

proaching the bank diagonally by
slow degrees till he had been carried
more than a thousand feet below the
dam. Then his strength, or his spirit,
or both, failed him, and he sank to his
death.

This, in brief, is the story of the
golden deed of' Wesley Manning and


